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FOREWORD
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Throughout tens of thousands of years of human history, hundreds of thousands of people have left their mark and passed through this world; prophets, saints, spiritual leaders, writers, poets, philosophers... All have strived to understand and give meaning to life, leaving behind signposts with their words and actions for those who follow.

In my life, spanning over fifty years, I have attempted to distill and convey some of the insights and lessons I have gathered from these great individuals who have illuminated my path. This book contains poetic stories, commentaries based on the collective experiences of humanity, and illustrations that have emerged from within me... Here are 40 pieces of these.

There is deep wisdom in the number forty, as the ancients called "erbain":

The clay of Prophet Adam was kneaded for forty days (Hadith, see Sühreverdî, p. 264),

Prophet Moses completed his retreat on Mount Sinai in forty nights (Quran: 2/51),

And according to a hadith, whoever dedicates themselves to sincere worship for forty days will have wisdom flow from their heart and through their lips... (see Sühreverdî, p. 263; Aclûnî, II, 224)

This chain continues...

In summary, this book is a humble reflection of my journey to explore life and the human soul. Each poem, each drawing, and each commentary is a crystallized feeling, thought, or observation. As I attempted to express universal themes such as love, friendship, struggle, hope, and faith in a poetic language, I noticed the book expanding and becoming detailed. I then felt the need to review and refine the book, ultimately managing to halve its volume and reach this version.

With this work, my intention is to be a companion to readers; to offer lines that can serve as a guide on their inner journey. I hope that readers will find words and images that resonate in their own lives and spark new thoughts.

For poetry is not just the arrangement of words; it is also the voice of the soul. Each verse is an attempt to understand human existence and one's relationship with the Creator. In this context, this book is a brief logbook in the quest for the deep meanings that life continually presents.

For some, life is a place of conflict, struggle, and strife... Perhaps it is merely the name of the struggle for survival. But for those who see with wisdom, the world is a panorama of lessons in poetic form!

How we view human history also shapes our perspective on the world. Some see human history as a series of wars and conflicts, while others see it as a canvas of wisdom and lessons.

Life can sometimes be as short as a poem, sometimes as complex as an explanation, and sometimes as captivating as an image. In this book, I have tried to bring together the different faces of life and offer readers an experience that goes beyond mere reading, encouraging reflection and emotion.

I hope that this reflection of life in poetic form will help everyone find themselves in these lines, deepen their thoughts, and perhaps discover new meanings.

To those who see life as a poetic lesson, to those who look at the world, humanity, its past and future from this perspective, this book is dedicated... Welcome to the poetry collection "From the Hidden Treasure"! Happy reading... December 29, 2024

R. F. Güzel
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1-God saves, but...
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-1-

One fateful day, as the waters rose high,

The city fled, ‘neath a storm-wracked sky.

But one man stood, unyielding, in prayer,

Certain his God would answer him there.

*
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A NEIGHBOR DROVE BY, his voice full of fear,

"Come, my friend, the deluge is near!

The dam has burst, the streets will drown,

Quick, climb in—I’ll drive you from town!”

*
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BUT THE MAN SHOOK HIS head, serene in reply,

“Go on without me—my God is nigh.

He will rescue me, so worry no more.”

And the car sped off through the downpour.
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The rains grew fierce, the rivers did swell,

Streets turned to seas, like the tides of Hell.

A sailor appeared, rowing a skiff,

“Come aboard, climb quickly, or sink with the drift!”

*
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YET STILL, THE MAN stood, steadfast, unmoved,

“My faith will save me; my God has proved

His mercy, His might—go on, sail away!”

And the boat disappeared in the tempest’s spray.

*
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A LARGER SHIP FOLLOWED, its horn did roar,

"Climb aboard, sir, or be no more!

The flood will consume this land of despair!”

But the man only smiled, and uttered a prayer.
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The waters climbed higher, devouring the land,

Till only rooftops and ruins did stand.

A helicopter descended, a rope it let down,

“Hold tight, we’ll fly you away from this town!”

*
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BUT THE MAN REFUSED with a cry to the skies,

“My God will deliver me—He never denies.”

So, the chopper ascended, its rotors a wail,

And left him alone in the flood’s cruel gale.

*
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AT LAST, THE WATERS claimed his breath,

The faithful man met the arms of death.

When he stood before God in the heavens above,

He cried out in anguish, yet tempered with love:

*
[image: ]


-4-

“Lord, I believed, I trusted your name!

Why did no deliverance ever come?

My prayers rose high, my hope was pure,

Yet none of your help could my fate endure.”

*
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GOD’S VOICE RESOUNDED, so tender, so mild:

“My dear, beloved, misguided child,

I sent you a car, a boat, and a ship,

And a helicopter’s rope within your grip.
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BUT EACH TIME, YOU turned from the help I had sent,

Blind to the signs, on your own way bent.

My aid was near, yet your heart was sealed—

How could you see what I had revealed?”

...
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SO, DO WE SEE THE HELP that graces our way?

Or let pride blind us, and answers delay?

For blessings may come in humble disguise—

A neighbor, a hand, a rope from the skies....
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WHAT I MEAN IS...

This poem echoes themes of divine providence and human responsibility, deeply resonant in many spiritual and philosophical traditions. It reminds us of Job's endurance, Noah’s flood, and the wisdom of recognizing grace in unexpected forms. The man’s failure to discern the tangible help mirrors humanity's struggle with pride, misinterpretation of divine will, and reliance on rigid expectations of miracles.

Sometimes, help comes in forms we don't expect. We must be open to the opportunities that God or life provides, and understand that the answers to our prayers may come in unexpected ways. If we close our eyes to these opportunities, we risk missing the salvation we've sought.
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2- The Strength in Unity
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-1-

One solemn day, the Sultan declared,

And summoned his sons with wisdom prepared.

The eldest stood tall, his pride held high,

As a bundle of arrows was placed nearby.
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“BREAK THIS, MY SON,” the Sultan decreed,

A challenge of strength, of will, and deed.

The eldest, with muscle, gripped the bind,

Yet the arrows held firm, no flaw could he find.

*
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THE SECOND WAS CALLED, with resolve in his gaze,

He wrestled the bundle for many long days.

But no matter his efforts, the rope held tight,

The arrows endured, unyielding in might.
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Then came the youngest, quiet and wise,

A thoughtful gleam in his watchful eyes.

He gazed at the bundle, at his brothers’ despair,

And a knowing smile replaced his care.

*
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WITH A GENTLE TOUCH, he unfastened the cord,

Freed each arrow, their strength ignored.

One by one, he snapped them with ease,

Till splinters fell, like leaves in a breeze.

*
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-3-

The Sultan beamed, his lesson complete,

A truth profound, with wisdom replete:

“My sons, united, you are like this pack—

No force on Earth can break your track.

*
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BUT DIVIDED, LIKE ARROWS torn apart,

Hatred and envy will harden your heart.

And when discord sows its poisonous seed,

You’ll fall to ruin, as the arrows did.”

*
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SO LET THE CORD OF kinship stay strong,

Let love bind your souls, where you belong.

For strength is not found in power alone,

But in unity’s bond, like roots in stone.

...
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WHAT I'M TRYING TO say is...

This
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