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I recently had the deep pleasure of applauding for Linda D. Addison, our poetry editor, as she received the Bram Stoker Award for Superior Achievement in Poetry for Everything Endless, along with her co-author Jamal Hodge.
For those of us who know Linda, this recognition feels both extraordinary and inevitable. Linda has always been a light others can steer by. Not a spotlight trained on herself, but the kind that brightens a room so everyone feels seen. The kind that says: there is a way forward. Come this way.
That feels especially fitting for this month’s theme: Light the Beacons.
A beacon is hope made visible. It is a signal across distance. It is guidance offered before the traveler even knows whether anyone is waiting on the other side. In tarot, The Star carries that same quiet illumination. It is not the glaring certainty of the Sun. It is softer, steadier, and more relevant. The Star does not demand to be seen. It simply remains, shining long enough for us to find our bearings.
When I first met Linda, I was still finding mine.
It was 2015, at World Horror Convention in Atlanta, my first genre writers’ convention. I had recently stepped away from a long career in nonfiction and was beginning to follow what I thought of then as “fun writing.” I had a self-published novella to my name, and I don’t think I had published a poem anywhere yet. The world of speculative publishing seemed wild, dazzling, complicated, and more than a little dangerous. I thought often of Bilbo’s warning to Frodo: “It’s a dangerous business, Frodo, going out your door.”
But I went out my door, and there was Linda.
I remember her as glamorous, generous, and completely unlike my limited idea of what a horror poet might be. She seemed to descend from some brighter, more confident altitude, silver lamé and all, and instead of guarding the gate, she opened it. She welcomed me and took me under her wing. She showed me, by example, that horror could be elegant, expansive, cosmic, political, intimate, and full of grace.
That is what beacons do. They don't walk the road for us. They make the road visible.
This May, as I celebrated fifteen years of writing speculative fiction, I also stepped more fully into my role as a publisher. Like many independent authors, I began publishing partly because I wanted a way around locked gates. Self-publishing carried far more stigma then, and creating an imprint felt like a practical shield. But the longer I have worked in this field, the more I believe publishing is not about building better gates. It is about building better passages.
We need more publishers who act not as gatekeepers, but as facilitators. We need people willing to protect, promote, and proliferate the right to create. Especially now, when the lines between speculative fiction and lived reality blur more each day.
Speculative literature has always warned us what happens when language, memory, imagination, and dissent are controlled. In Orwell’s 1984, power narrows thought by narrowing language. In Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451, books are burned because sustained attention, complexity, and memory are dangerous to a distracted society. But Bradbury also gives us the counterspell: when the pages burn, the readers become the library.
That is why we gather around stories. That is why awards matter. That is why magazines matter. That is why small presses, editors, readers, poets, artists, reviewers, booksellers, teachers, librarians, and passionate fans matter. We are not merely celebrating individual achievement. We are keeping the beacons lit.
I spent my first fifteen years in speculative fiction learning how to empower my own words. I hope to spend the next fifteen helping empower the words of others.
Along with this comes the new Authortunities Press site. This is another beacon being lit: a place for books, resources, publishing support, and future projects rooted in the belief that creative voices deserve pathways forward. Space & Time has always been part of that mission, and Authortunities Press is one more way we can help carry stories across the dark.
But none of this works without readers.
Borges wrote in This Craft of Verse that a book is made of dead symbols until the right reader comes along and brings the words to life. I think of that often. Writers may make the marks. Editors may tend the flame. Publishers may build the signal tower, but readers complete the circuit. Readers resurrect the word.
So this month, we celebrate Linda and Jamal. We celebrate poetry that reaches beyond the page. We celebrate every creator who has offered a light into the distance, and every reader who has answered. Thank you for being part of the signal.
Thank you for helping us light the beacons.
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How to Ride a Turtle Through a Time Vortex by John Reinhart  (Arson Press, 2025), is poetry painting familiar images with unexpected twists that make us smile and think at the same time, from Proverbs: “you cannot lead a dead horse to water or kick it to make it drink”. Sometimes his titles are poems that take us on a journey. From never did a star fall so far that it could not find its reflection in the sea: “the story is telling – / about the man / who crawled ashore remarking / in wonder at the light;”. Reinhart has lovely moments of meditation in his poems, from Final Moments: “Endings are not so different from beginnings, / Death just another transition, like leaving home, or / Coming / Back / Again.”. Words flow freely on the page, dancing up and down, side to side, inviting us to dance with the poet’s wild and free mind.
The Tongue I Dream In by Sheree Renée Thomas (PM Press, 2026) entertains, expands and educates through her poetry and fiction, with the added gift of essays which allow us to see inside her creative and editorial landscape. The opening poem sings with music, from The Tongue We Dream In: “Our first language was wet / mournful questions rang / like falling stars / in red clay throats”. Even Thomas’ fiction can’t help being poetic, from And Not Fear the Night, “…Let me tell you of a mighty, muddy river where a Black river goddess sings each night day, bringing the news of her daughters ‘round the world, calling weary spirits, the restless and the wanderlusters on home, to travel beyond.”. The essays uncover the reality of our world’s challenges and the hope flourishing in the human spirit. Thomas’ writing lets us surf past, present, future, on her cosmic visions of potentiality.
Linda D. Addison is a six-time recipient of the HWA Bram Stoker Award®, and HWA Lifetime Achievement Award as well as SFPA Grand Master of Fantastic Poetry. Her poetry and fiction has been published in numerous anthologies and magazines, she has been the poetry editor of Space & Time magazine since 1999. 
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They transferred me to Beacon Intake the winter after the oceans stopped answering.
The sea still performed its old humiliations: tides, foam, swallowing, return. Ships still crossed it with containers full of medicine, weapons, plastic saints, and fruit picked by hands nobody meant to remember.
But the hydrophones recorded no whales.
For four days there were only propellers, sonar, underwater machines, and the immense blue absence where song had lived.
Before Beacon Intake, I worked Human Distress: grief, panic, shame. Hope, for three weeks, until they decided my voice made it sound taxable.
Humans rarely want rescue. They want witness. Someone to say, yes, this pain has your name on it.
Beacon Intake was different.
We worked beneath the Ministry of Continuance, in a room without windows because windows encouraged metaphor. Each operator had a headset, a black screen, and three buttons.
ARCHIVE.
ESCALATE.
LIGHT.
The last button was protected by a transparent cover and a code issued after psychological clearance and budget authorization.
To light a beacon was not symbolic. It cost money. It woke towers in the remaining cities and interrupted advertising, prayer, sleep, market feeds, school lessons, funerals, and the lies by which couples survived after midnight.
Official policy was printed above every station:
A BEACON MAY ONLY BE LIT FOR RECOVERABLE LOSS.
Recoverable loss. The kind of phrase that has already washed its hands.
Most signals were not recoverable.
An ice shelf fractured at 03:41 and sang for nineteen minutes before entering black water.
ARCHIVE.
A rainforest
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