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    This book is dedicated to my daughter, Eryka, and her two guinea pigs. It is inspired by her adventures with them, along with a little bit of make-believe. Through their story, I also share some of the challenges my child has faced at school, with love, hope, and imagination leading the way.
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Chapter 1

The spot

[image: ]



One afternoon, while Orion was nibbling on hay, Eryka noticed something strange.


"Hmm," she said softly.

"What's that on your side?"


There was a small red rash hiding under Orion's fur.


Orion didn't even know it was there. He was too busy popcorning around the cage like always.
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But Eryka looked worried.

"I think we need to visit the veterinarian," she said.

Orion froze.

The vet?


That didn't sound good at all.
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Chapter 2

The Scary Word
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"Oscar! Oscar!" squeaked Orion, running in circles."Mommy said she's taking me somewhere that starts with a V... V... Vet!"

Oscar looked up from his hay pile calmly.
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Chapter 3
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Big Brother Knows


Oscar walked closer and gently bumped noses with him.
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"Orion," he said softly,

"A veterinarian is a doctor for animals.

They help pets feel better."

"A doctor?" Orion whispered.


"Yes. Doctors don't send you away.


They fix you."

"So... I'm not in trouble?"

"Nope. You're loved."


Orion let out a tiny squeak of relief.


"And Mommy will stay with you the whole time," Oscar added.

"Will you come too?"


"Probably not," Oscar said. "But I'll be right here waiting."

Orion smiled a little. That helped.
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Chapter 4
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A Big Word

"Oscar... what if you catch it too?"

"That means it could be contagious," Oscar explained.

"Con-ta-what-now?" Orion blinked.

Oscar chuckled.


"Contagious means it can spread from one friend to another."
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"Ohhhh," Orion said.


"Like when we share the water bottle!"


"Exactly."

Orion grinned. "Oscar, you're so smart."


"And you're so wiggly," Oscar teased.


They both laughed.
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Chapter 5
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One Last Zoom

"Well, " Orion said suddenly, "if I have to go... I better use my energy now!"

ZOOM!

He dashed around the cage.

Around Oscar.

Under the ramp. Over the hay.

"Careful—!" Oscar started.

BUMP.

They rolled into the water bowl. Splash!
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Both of them squeaked and laughed. Even scared guinea pigs can still be silly.
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