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        He can’t trust her, but he will claim her.

      

        

      
        Elise roams free in the anti-shifter research lab.

        For weeks, she walked by Ransom’s cage, ignoring him.

      

        

      
        Then she frees him,

        But she’s reluctant to escape.

      

        

      
        Ransom won’t leave her behind,

        She’s shifter, and shifters don’t abandon shifters.

      

        

      
        There’s more to this brave female than Ransom first realized.

      

        

      
        Ransom wants to find his pack.

        Elise wants to return to the anti-shifter research lab.

      

        

      
        Something has to give.

        It won’t be Ransom...
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        * * *

      

      
        
        Fight Hard. Love Harder.

        Ransom’s Revenge is a steamy, stand-alone romance in the Broken Shifters world and ends in a Happy Ever After.
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            CHAPTER ONE

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        RANSOM

      

      

      Ransom’s wolf clawed him from within. That scent, that maddeningly delicious scent of an unmated female, of that one unmated female that haunted his every waking moment, invaded his lungs as she entered. WS23. That’s what the researchers at the anti-shifter research facility called her. Why didn’t they call her by her name? Was it to protect her identity? They called Ransom by his name, along with a lot of slurs, but they hadn’t given him a designation. Only her. What made her so special to them?

      She entered the lab where Ransom remained locked in a three foot-by-five foot cage at the back of the room. Every night, the same routine. She’d sweep the floors, never once glancing his way, as if he were a caged rat instead of a shifter, one of her own kind.

      Long blonde hair swung along the middle of her back as the broom swished side to side, only accentuating her full hips. . . hips designed for a male to grip with his hands as he sank his cock into her heat. Fuck, just watching her was getting him horny. He had his standards, though, which didn’t include screwing a turncoat.

      She owed him, though. Owed him for ignoring him every time the anti-shifters tortured him with their electrified rods, and for the weeks they’d kept him prisoner in a cage too small for his human form. The tight cage was meant to force him to shift, to surrender his wolf to their experiments. He’d held out for weeks and would hold out as long as necessary.

      “You’re staring at me again,” she said, in that sweet voice that could lure any shifter to do her bidding.

      She’d never spoken to him before, but he’d heard her talking to the humans. Usually a bunch of yes sirs and immediately, sir.

      “You work for the enemy,” Ransom said. “Against your own kind.”

      He swore he could hear her swallow hard, but that was likely his imagination. Or his wolf playing tricks on him, trying to spur him into action. His wolf didn’t understand why he hadn’t freed him in so long.

      “My own kind cast me out years ago,” the female said as she continued sweeping the floor, still avoiding looking at him.

      “A lone wolf,” he said with the disgust clear in his voice.

      Her scent changed. A bitterness floated through the air, souring that lovely honey and vanilla scent of hers as she lifted her head. She was always careful to keep her back to him. But this time, she turned slightly before stopping herself. He was getting to her. Good.

      “I’m not here because I want to be,” she said, her voice no longer soft, but biting.

      A fighter then, this one. His cock stirred, for no good reason, except the more he sparred with her, the more he wanted her. Fuck, he needed to focus on escaping. Not the sinfully sexy curves of a female turncoat.

      “And yet you’re not the one behind the bars of a fucking dog cage,” Ransom bit back.

      Her broom stopped moving. “I’m sorry for what they’ve done to you.”

      “For what you’ve done to me, female. You’re complicit in everything they do.”

      She turned suddenly, revealing rich dark eyes and a beautiful face that would have taken his breath away if his wolf hadn’t been clawing him from the inside to escape.

      “I’m trying to survive, the same as you,” she said.

      The way the red flush filled her cheeks as her eyes danced with fire. . . stunning. But he was never one to be swayed by a gorgeous face and sumptuous body, especially when the female had the run of the research lab. She could release him.

      “Unlock my cage.”

      “I can’t.”

      “Yes, you can. Find the keys.”

      “Dr. Cliven keeps them on him.”

      She had hesitated. She knew how to get the keys, but didn’t want to admit it.

      “I’ll make it worth your while,” Ransom offered.

      “I’ve heard that line before.”

      He chuckled. She wasn’t a yes shifter after all. “You want to leave this lab, WS23? If you get me out of this cage, I’ll get you past the fence.”

      A twenty-foot concrete wall topped with barbed wire surrounded the research facility, too high for his wolf to jump, but he wouldn’t be going over that wall.

      For the first time in the three weeks since his capture, the female approached him. She knelt in front of the cage, blonde hair swinging in front of her as cautious eyes met his. She didn’t fear him. Very few had the balls to stand up to him. Perhaps it was the iron bars between them that fed her courage, but he sensed there was more to her and the reason she put herself within his reach. He could easily reach through those bars and wrap his hand around her slim neck and snap it.

      Before more dark thoughts consumed him, her graceful fingers caressed the hand he’d wrapped around the bars. Skin against skin. . . He hadn’t been touched like that, with such care, in a very long time.

      Not a monster. Just a scared female.

      She startled. He’d heard the footsteps only a fraction of a second before her. Good hearing. . . She was a strong shifter. Then why hadn’t she shifted and tried to escape?

      “I’m sorry,” she said as she jumped to her feet, snatched the broom, and raced for the door. This time, WS23 glanced over her shoulder, her eyes no longer avoiding him.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CHAPTER TWO

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        ELISE

      

      

      Elise finished sweeping the offices on the second floor of the research facility. She always enjoyed this floor the most, because his scent was strongest here. Ransom. She often wondered if that was his real name or one he’d given himself. Ransom had to be close to thirty years old. With dark blond hair and dark blue eyes, the shifter looked nothing like her alpha—the shifter who’d sold her to the WSSO—but he certainly reminded her of him. Full of himself, confident, convinced he knew better than everyone, including her.

      Except there was more to Ransom. A sense of justice, honor. Qualities absent in her alpha and her pack. She didn’t miss her pack, at least not the alpha and the guards that supported him. As for the kinder shifters in her pack, they likely never knew what happened to her. Her alpha probably told them she’d run off, abandoned them to be a lone wolf. . . any lie that suited his needs.

      She sensed a loyalty in Ransom though, past all that gruffness. Not a loyalty to her, certainly. She was enemy #2 in his mind, only one step behind the humans who tortured him. But he fought for their kind, which was more than she’d done since she arrived here three years ago.

      Countless shifters had been captured, killed, and tortured in the past three years, and she’d turned away, ignoring them and their suffering because she didn’t want to share their fate. Where was the woman who used to scout any territory regardless of the risk to assess the situation and report back to her alpha? Where was the woman who’d stood up to her alpha because she would not let herself be used?

      Gone. Destroyed by a pack.  An alpha, rather, who’d turned on her.

      She was no better than the humans who’d been torturing Ransom for the past three weeks. She’d listened to every horrible scream and had done nothing because she’d let her fear rule her. She owed Ransom nothing, and yet she could no longer turn her back on him.

      “Ah, WS23, be a good pup and fetch me my briefcase,” Dr. Cliven said as he and his three visitors entered his office. The four scientists who worked for the WSSO, the World Shifter Suppressor Organization, all seemed to be talking at once. She missed the peace of the woods, the freedom of letting her wolf run, stretching limbs and sailing over logs and creeks as the wind sifted through her fur.

      “You’ll see. A virus is the only way,” the nerdy guy with thick-rimmed glasses said. “Targeting the shifter genes. We won’t have to ferret out every shifter. They’ll spread the virus to their own and do our job for us.”

      Today’s debate seemed to be the usual one. Should the humans outright exterminate all shifters or continue their research into suppressing their shifter genes
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