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	DISCLAIMER


	While every attempt has been made to provide accurate and timely information in this book, neither the author nor the publisher assumes any responsibility for errors, unintended omissions or commissions detected therein. The author and publisher make no representation or warranty with respect to the comprehensiveness or completeness of the contents provided.


	All matters included have been simplified under professional guidance for general information only without any warranty for applicability on an individual. Any mention of an organization or a website in the book by way of citation or as a source of additional information doesn’t imply the endorsement of the content either by the author or the publisher. It is possible that websites cited may have changed or removed between the time of editing and publishing the book.


	Results from using the expert opinion in this book will be totally dependent on individual circumstances and factors beyond the control of the author and the publisher.


	It makes sense to elicit advice from well informed sources before implementing the ideas given in the book. The reader assumes full responsibility for the consequences arising out from reading this book.


	For proper guidance, it is advisable to read the book under the watchful eyes of parents/guardian. The purchaser of this book assumes all responsibility for the use of given materials and information.


	The copyright of the entire content of this book rests with the author/publisher. Any infringement/transmission of the cover design, text or illustrations, in any form, by any means, by any entity will invite legal action and be responsible for consequences thereon.
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Publisher’s Note

Since the beginning of our operations in 2010, V&S Publishers has been devoted to bringing you one of the best and widest selections of books from across reading genres. Our work is defined by our very name, Value and Substance (V&S), which is at the heart of the books we publish. In becoming one of the leading publishers of general trade books in the mass-appeal genre in India, we have focused on developing a repertoire of titles that not just seek to inspire our readers to grow and flourish in life, but also spark a love for varied cultures and languages. Today, our catalogue has expanded to more than 1000 titles, across the categories of academic, children’s stories, parenting, popular science, religion and spirituality, self-improvement, and many more.

Swami Vivekananda, a towering figure in the history of modern India has left an indelible mark on the world through his teachings and life. As a proponent of yoga and Vedanta philosophy, he attempted to combine Indian spirituality with western materialism. This biography delves deep into Vivekananda’s journey from his early years in Calcutta, his profound spiritual experiences with Ramakrishna, to his travels across the globe, spreading the message of self-awakening and universal brotherhood. He tirelessly worked against social evils for the upliftment of the masses. His establishment of the Ramakrishna Mission and Math continues to serve humanity to this day. His works continues to inspire millions to seek higher truths and to live a life of purpose and service.

We sincerely hope our effort in bringing out this offering will be greeted by the warm and enthusiastic reception of our readers.
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1

Childhood and Early Life

Considered one of the greatest Indian monks, philosophers, religious teachers, and authors, Swami Vivekananda was born as Narendranath Datta in Kolkata (previously known as Calcutta) on 12th January in 1863. A disciple of the famous mystic, Shri Ramakrishna, Swami Vivekananda is credited with introducing Yoga and Vedanta to the West, spreading awareness about interfaith relations, and elevating Hinduism to the status of a world religion. Described as “an orator by Divine right and undoubtedly the greatest figure at the Parliament” by an American newspaper, Vivekananda played a crucial role in disseminating the philosophy of Hinduism across the world.

It was the day of Makar Sankranti on 12th January and millions of devotees had gathered on the banks of the River Ganges in Kolkata. Vivekananda was born at 6.33 am, just a few minutes before sunrise that day. It is interesting to note that the birth of the great philosopher coincided with city-wide prayers and celebrations by scores of men and women on the occasion of Makar Sankranti.

A Message in a Dream

Swami Vivekananda was born in an aristocratic kayastha Bengali family to the princely Viswanath Datta and his wife, Bhuvaneswari Datta. Although the couple already had two daughters, Bhuvaneswari Mata (as she was commonly known) expressed the desire to have a son. As was the tradition then, she prayed, fasted, and followed all religious customs so that she is blessed with a boy.
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	(a) Mother of Swami Vivekananda: 
Bhuvaneswari Datta
	(b) Brother of Swami Vivekananda




One day, she requested a relative who used to live in Varanasi, in Uttar Pradesh, to offer special prayers for her to Lord Shiva so that she may conceive a son. Following this event, Bhuvaneswari Mata had a dream one night in which Lord Shiva appeared to her and told her he would be born as her son. The next day, she woke up extremely happy with her dream.

Soon, a child was born to the aristocratic couple and was named Vireswara by Bhuvaneswari Mata. Later, however, the family named the child Narendranath Datta, lovingly shortened to “Naren” by the family members.

Family Roots

The Datta family was among the prominent families in 19th-century Calcutta, known for their influence, affluence, pioneering ideas, and philanthropic work. Known for his erudite personality, Viswanath Datta served as an attorney in the High Court of Calcutta. He was well-versed in English and Persian works and was fond of quoting from Hafiz’s works, which he believed to contain wisdom unlike any other.


What’s in a Name?

Swami Vivekananda’s family members wanted to name him “Durgadas”. But he was named “Veereshwar” -which was his name at home - owing to the dream that Bhuvaneswari had before he was born. He was officially named Narendranath.



Viswanath’s father, Durgacharan, had already renounced worldly life in search of spirituality after his first son was born. Unlike his father, Viswanath was much into worldly affairs: he enjoyed cooking treating his friends to banquets, and travelling to places of interest. A non-believer when it came to social conventions of the time, he was a kind-hearted man who often went out of his way to help people in need. Viswanath was also a strict disciplinarian and ensured his children were always at their best behaviour.

Swami Vivekananda’s mother, Bhuvaneswari Devi, was a traditional Hindu in her beliefs. Stately in her appearance and courteous in her conduct, she spent her time managing the household, reading Hindu epics, singing, and sewing. She went on to dedicate her life to help the needy and spent her life in service to the Divine. Bhuvaneswari Devi and Viswanath had two sons - besides young Vivekananda - and four daughters, two of whom passed away at a young age.

A Brush with Spirituality

Young Vivekananda was a sweet but restless child. A ball of energy, he would run around the house, playing, teasing his sisters. Sometimes, his mother would put his head under a tap dispensing cold water and pray to Lord Shiva, to calm his senses. An animal lover, young Vivekananda had a cow, a goat, a monkey, a few pigeons, guinea pigs, and even a peacock as pets to keep him company. With his striking resemblance to his grandfather, many people in the family believed him to be his reincarnation.

Bhuvaneswari Devi taught Bangla and the alphabets of the English language to young Vivekananda. She would also read him stories from the Ramayana and Mahabharata. Even at a young age, Vivekananda showed great devotion to Hindu deities - he created his own little space with idols of Lord Rama and his consort, Sita, decorated with flowers. Later, he replaced their idols with that of Lord Shiva as he was regarded as the God of Renunciation. Notwithstanding the change in his view, he deeply revered the Ramayana.

Early Days as a Student

Young Vivekananda started attending primary school at the age of six years. In the company of his classmates, Vivekananda had learned some objectionable words. His parents overheard him when he used such words at home. His parents were deeply disappointed at his behaviour, and this led them to withdraw him from school and engage a private tutor for him at home. Soon after, young Vivekananda demonstrated sharp cognitive skills and a strong memory. He was could easily memorise long passages from the epics Mahabharata and Ramayana and was exceptional at Sanskrit. During this time, he met some of his friends, who went on to be his friends, throughout his life and always stood beside him.


King and Court

Young Vivekananda was fond of playing the game of “King and the Court”. He would always play the role of the King and his friends would play ministers and state officials. It is interesting to note that his name Narendra (which means “Lord of Men”) indicated that he was destined to be a leader of men from birth.



Vivekananda’s personality was largely shaped by the thoughts and beliefs of his parents. Hence, since early childhood, he believed in equality. He felt no human should be considered superior to another.

By the time, Vivekananda turned eight years old, he again started attending school. He demonstrated his ability at academics soon after he joined the school. His teachers and classmates acknowledged his efforts to perform well in the academics. This was also when he was introduced to the English language, which he was a bit reluctant to study at first owing to its foreign nature. But when he took it up, he learnt it with great dedication.

Young Vivekananda played many games and even invented many of his own. He was trained in various sports, including wrestling, fencing, and rowing. Additionally, he established a gymnasium and an amateur theatre company. He even tried to learn to cook at a young age. His childhood restlessness enabled him to explore many co-curricular activities and develop new hobbies. Deep down, he believed that he would become a monk someday.
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 Swami Vivekananda playing with his friends
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