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Introduction

Place and time are always of concern to geographers and their work is carried out in an environment constantly changing because of political, economic and social factors. In this second volume of Geographers there are studies of people who worked in places remote from Europe and North America, including Africa, Australia, India and New Zealand. The geographers range from Eratosthenes in ancient Egypt to Carl Sauer in modern California. Eratosthenes realized that there might be other worlds that he could never hope to see while Carl Sauer knew that in western America there had been other human environments preceding those of his own time, which had never been completely obliterated. The lives of some geographers are closely affected by the thought of their time: of those considered here, Keckermann shared the concern with the relationship between science and theology that was a live issue of the Reformation period, and Bose, a close associate of Mahatma Gandhi, was deeply involved in the political ferment of the Indian subcontinent.

The life and experiences of the individual geographers vary considerably: there may be a surprising story such as that of George Davidson, who, at an age when most people have long accepted retirement, found himself placed in a new university post in California which was to open opportunities for others, notably Carl Sauer who eventually became famous, though he had had to endure many difficulties in his earlier years. The ability to recognize and take advantage of an opportunity is evident in some lives. Sir Charles Cotton clearly saw what he could achieve for geomorphology and for his native New Zealand. Not the least of his merits was that he cared more for the work than for any honours or rewards that it might bring. There are elements of tragedy in some stories, such as that of Geoffrey Milne who had so short a time to work in East Africa on strictly scientific problems of immense human significance, or again in that of the Romanian geographer Vâlsan, whose career was marred by ill health but whose work, however uncompleted, was a fine heritage.

Universities and geographical societies provide support for the work of geographers but there have been many people who have acquired renown outside their confines. Because of political troubles in his homeland, the life of Strzelecki, the Pole, a man of aristocratic origin who spent many years pioneering in Australia, seems almost exotic, and is in marked contrast to that of Mary Somerville, happy among the intelligentsia of Edinburgh and then of London, though even she was eventually exiled to Italy for thirty years because of the precarious health and modest means of her husband. In his later years Strzelecki was able to give fine service to the Royal Geographical Society in London but Mary Somerville, though honoured by the Society in her late eighties, was debarred as a woman from even joining it.

Patrick Geddes held a university appointment at Dundee, which fortunately required his presence there for only part of the year, even though his initial career as a student was probably a record for brevity as it lasted less than one week nevertheless his eventual influence was wide, not only on geographers but also on planners and social scientists, for so many of the more enlightened ideas of an age of advance in scientific humanism were combined in him, that they overflowed in a ceaseless stream of talk and pamphlets. A Scot whose work extended far beyond his homeland, his ideas were greater than his actual achievements. His influence was marked, above all, on his son Arthur who gave inspiration to others, not least by his own fieldwork in Scotland and India.

As in other disciplines, geography may possess an ‘establishment’ in various countries, at various times: there may be, associated with the universities or the geographical societies, a few dominant figures who form the nucleus of a ‘national school’. There are, however, people whose work is of considerable merit who remain isolated from these schools and whose work is not well known, as in the case of Vallaux in France whose life was spent almost entirely in Brittany, academically a long way from Paris. Adversity may be a spur to activity, as in the case of Pol in Poland whose work could be regarded as a contribution to national consciousness among a people resenting government by other powers.

Education has been a main concern of many geographers and the great achievement of Cortambert and Levasseur in France bore fruit in the status of the subject in French schools, colleges and universities. Levasseur, at a time when versatility of scholarship was fairly common, was notable for the breadth of his learning in history and economics as well as in geography, though only his historical writing is now regarded as important. Anuchin, for example, a follower of Darwin, worked on archaeology, anthropology and ethnography as well as geography, and made a fine contribution to scientific education in Russia. In geography, as in other natural sciences, fieldwork is needed and in Britain Geoffrey Hutchings was fortunate to realize his vision of field study centres for young people under a national scheme which attracted helpful support from university geographers. However, academic careers are so varied that no standard pattern may be discerned. One remarkable Russian, Voyeikov, was sufficiently wealthy to travel widely, accumulating material on climatology, which he regarded as the key to physical geography, and became an international authority. His interest in applied geography developed on a climatological basis and was mainly in crops, irrigation, winter snows, spring thaws, and the varied character of soils. In the very different circumstances of the United States Brigham began his professional life as a supporter of William Morris Davis but in time became critical of some of his theories, and also of the contemporary correlations made between physical and human phenomena. He shared the wish of his colleagues for the improvement of geographical education.

What geographers have done from classical times to the present day has naturally varied according to the views they accepted and in some cases vigorously defended. In all one may recognize a concern with man and the earth. This concern has taken forms that are many and varied, for both from the physical and human aspects there are several possible interpretations of observed phenomena and controversy has flourished. The ideas discussed in this volume come from the problems confronting people over a wide span of time and range of place. The searcher for truth may become a specialist looking at problems microscopically — clearly a necessary condition of progress — but there are above and beyond such specialisms broad themes of abiding human interest. Some ideas have been thoughtlessly discarded only to rise up again at a later time, helpful to the emergence of new thought, which is never advanced by discarding all that has gone before, but should rather gather wisdom from the past with discrimination and insight.

T. W. Freeman

Note:

Intending authors are asked to write to Professor T.W. Freeman, c/o Department of Geography, The University, Manchester M13 9PL, who will send a note of information for authors of biobibliographical studies.
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Dmitry Nikolaevich Anuchin

1843-1923
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VASILY ALEXEYEVICH ESAKOV

An eminent Russian geographer, anthropologist, enthnographer and archaeologist, Anuchin was the founder of the Russian school of geography at the University of Moscow, a scholar of remarkable breadth, and a devoted student of the central areas of the Russian plain. He founded the journal Zemlevedeniye (Physical Geography) and regarded geography as a complex of the sciences of nature and man.

1. EDUCATION, LIFE AND WORK

D.N. Anuchin was the sixth child of his family. His father, a retired army officer, was made a hereditary nobleman for his service in the Patriotic War against Napoleon in 1812 and worked in the supply department of the Tsar’s court. His mother was of peasant stock but well educated with an interest in music and a good command of French. The family were relatively wealthy and lived in a small mansion with a garden in St. Petersburg. Dmitry’s elder brothers Mikhail and Alexander were both at Grammar schools when he was born and went later to the School of Military Engineering and to the Law Department of St. Petersburg University respectively.

The home environment was obviously favourable, with a good library and a plentiful supply of periodicals. Dmitry learned to read and write very early and at the age of seven was already composing essays. At school his favourite subjects were science, literature and history and later he said that he ‘particularly liked geography and the stories told by geographers’. In fact his schooling was shaping his world outlook and his reading included the works of










2. SCIENTIFIC IDEAS AND GEOGRAPHICAL THOUGHT








3. INFLUENCE AND SPREAD OF IDEAS
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