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CHAPTER ONE
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Rutendo works for VC clothing company, one of the best in fashion industry. Tapiwa is a well-known actor. He is always known for his charming and romantic on-screen appearances. Being an actor, he is never quick to get rid of scandals, scandals that continue to pile up because of his dating escapades with his core-actresses. One more thing about Tapiwa is that he doesn't believe in love and relationships. He is those type of people who think, "why buy a coffee estate for a single cup of coffee?" Regardless of his avoidance of commitment, women still fall for him. His  charm and popularity are to blame.

Antidote’s is a company that works as an agency company for leading actors. Actors signed by Antidote have complained about the agency. They claim that designers provided by Antidote lack in all aspects. For starters, they give don’t give the actors appealing outfits. As if it’s not enough, these designers also make the actors wear repeated outfits of poor quality. Hence the agency has decided to search for other designer companies and sign a deal with them.

Mr Ncube, the owner of the Antidote's has decided to take matters into his own hands as his reputation is on the line.
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CHAPTER TWO
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Rutendo dressed herself up in a white chiffon shirt and had her hair tied into a ponytail having some waves in the end. She applied a small amount of lip gloss to lighten up her rosy lips. Rutendo reached her office at 8 am sharp as they had an important meeting with Antidote's. Rutendo being the head of designer's department, she had to sign up this deal somehow. Her boss, Mr Marange had explained the situation to her well as it was a prestigious issue for their firm. So, Rutendo  was determined to get the deal signed.

Marange, was dressed in black blazer, neatly gelled hair. He introduced Rutendo to Ncube. When Ncube saw Rutendo, he immediately felt heat flowing in through his spine.

Ncube was a tall handsome guy somewhere in his mid - twenties and was dressed in a white shirt with blue blazer. The dressing complimented his skin color well. 

Rutendo had a firm hand shake with Ncube. The meeting started and Rutendo presented the meeting perfectly. Mr Ncube was not only attracted to her curvaceous body but he also liked her confidence and brilliance. He was pleased with her and hence made the signed consignment. He then shook his hands with Mr Marange and Rutendo. He turned towards Rutendo, "Rutendo it was wonderful meeting you."

Rutendo replied. "Actually, it is an honor to meet you, sir."

"You can call me Ncube, I am not too aged to be addressed as Sir."

Rutendo smiled and replied, "okay, Ncube."

"Rutendo, I would like it if you would visit my office soon and if possible. You can start your work for the party that we are organizing that’s in a week. I will ask my PA to get in touch with you guys and make it done as soon as possible." 

Rutendo was thrilled as she had heard rumors of the party. She composed herself and asked,  “is it that fashion show you are referring to, Ncube?"

Ncube smiled and responded, "oh, yes indeed."

Rutendo hid her excitement and replied back, “well, it will be our honor to be in charge of it."

"Fine. I will see you guys around and all the best. I will make sure that my PA contacts you right away. Make sure you guys give us the best.” 

As mentioned by Ncube, his PA called Rutendo right away and gave her the list of members and the theme of the party. The list included models, actors, actresses and most famous business people. Rutendo had an appointment with Ncube the next morning at 11 am to discuss about the proceedings and so she had to finalize the designs. The designs could only get stitched after Ncube's approval. Hence, Rutendo was awake all night. She made the portfolio of designs and by the time she finished her work it was past 3 am. She emailed the portfolio to Mr Marange for his review and fell asleep.

Next morning, Rutendo was woken up by a call from Mr Marange. She sounded sleepy when she answered the phone.

"Hi Marange" 

"Hi Rutendo, l saw your mail and all the designs are excellent. I hope Ncube likes them as well. But you sound different Rutendo, are you okay?" 

"Thank you, Marange. I am fine."

"Rutendo what time is appointment with Ncube today?"

"It is at 11 am today and I was about to start getting ready when I received your call.... Okay Marange, I will meet you at office once l am done with the meeting. Bye."

Saying this, she hung up and saw what time it was. She decided to wake up and get ready. She didn't want to be late. Rutendo knew well that if she screwed up this project, her life would be screwed too. She showered and dressed herself up with lime green Salwar kameez and light blue leggings. She didn't wear any make up that morning.  Her hair was in a half-up and half-down style. She made herself a cup of coffee and while drinking, she went through the headlines of the newspaper. When glancing through it the headlines, she read,  

"Tapiwa Goerge was seen shopping with the famous actress whose name starts with a K and this has created a rift with his girl" 

Whenever there has been some discussion on actors with her friends, Rutendo has heard from them that Tapiwa is a womanizer and an arrogant guy. Rutendo ignored it, placed the newspaper on her desk and got it into her car.

Ncube's office was a one-hour drive from her place. Since she didn't want to be late, she began her drive at 9:15 am, so even if she was to get stuck in traffic, she would still reach there 15 minutes earlier.

On her way, while waiting in red traffic signal, a bike hit Rutendo's side mirror. Rutendo got out of her car and saw that her car had been scratched. When she turned around to speak to the guy in bike about it, the signal turned green and so he started his bike and left. Rutendo got so furious that she chased the guy down and blocked him in middle of the street.

Rutendo got out from the car. She rested her eyes on the biker -  a tall and muscular man. The biker was wearing blue jeans and a tight white V-neck shirt which complemented his body and made him to look hot. He was also wearing a black helmet. Rutendo walked towards the biker and started to scream at him for leaving a scratch on her car. The guy didn't speak any word. He just watched her screaming at him.

The biker took of his helmet, got down from his bike and walked towards Rutendo’s car. He examined the scratch and then walked back towards Rutendo. Rutendo recognized the guy instantly as he was none other than the actor, Tapiwa. 

Tapiwa progressed towards Rutendo,  took out his wallet, handed some money to Rutendo and said, "I think this money is enough for you to get rid of that scratch." Saying this, he forcibly placed the money into Rutendo’s hand and then proceeded to his bike. Before Rutendo could respond, Tapiwa vanished. Rutendo got furious once again because Tapiwa didn’t have the courtesy to apologize. Instead, he gave her money and went away. Rutendo cursed Tapiwa all the way.
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CHAPTER THREE
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Rutendo reached Ncube's office at 10:50 am and parked her car in basement. She got into an elevator and arrived at the reception counter. Rutendo informed the receptionist about her appointment and the receptionist connected a call to Ncube's PA. The PA went on to invite Rutendo over to Ncube’s office.

Rutendo went to elevator lobby and waited for the lift. One lift arrived that was fully packed, and so, she step aside to wait for the next one. The next lift arrived and to her surprise, there was only one male occupant and so, Rutendo stepped into the lift. At first, Rutendo didn't pay attention to the guy beside her. The guy then asked Rutendo which floor she was headed to. She replied,  “10, please." Thereafter, Rutendo noticed that the gentleman was Tapiwa. Without waiting a moment, Rutendo began to vent her anger.

"Hey Mister, whom do you think you are? And, how dare you give me money and flee away? Don't you have any courtesy to apologize?"

"Didn't you chase me down the street to get the money from me? And besides, l paid you more than enough for such a tiny scratch." 

Rutendo got angrier by his response. She took out the money from her purse and placed it into Tapiwa's hands and then replied, "mind your words, Mister. There are things even money can't afford. Try to learn some courtesy and respect." 

Tapiwa didn't know how to react as no one had ever behaved in such way to him. The elevator reached the 10th floor and as the elevator doors opened and Rutendo walked out. Tapiwa was so shocked by Rutendo’s actions that he forgot that he also had to get off at the same floor. By the time Tapiwa realized it, he had arrived at the top floor. He pressed 10 again, the doors shut.

Meanwhile, Ncube's PA, Miss Sharon welcomed Rutendo warmly. She informed Rutendo that Ncube was in a meeting and so in the meantime, the PA suggested that Rutendo could take a tour of the office. 

Rutendo liked the color combination that had been chosen for the office. The office had its ceiling neatly done with a blue color at the center, above the pathway and peach everywhere else. The office also had a small fluorescent white tube light surrounded by a couple of A/C vents and at the center of the hallway, just outside the office, there were designs of small circles fixed in the ceiling, where the outer circle was light sky blue and the inner shade was dark blue in color. The placement of these designs at the center created a majestic look.

The carpets of the beautiful hallway where of sunset orange. Along the hallway lay 2 desks. The outside desk was made of white board so that people could write their tasks on it or instead, use the pin boards it had. The leftover space of desk was painted with a lime green color. The choice of colors astonished Rutendo as she had known that White stands for purity and cleanliness, Green for balance and growth, Blue for relaxation and intellectual and Orange for encouragement, happiness, success and determination. 

The cafeteria was painted with red color which is for passion and energy and it also hand some wallpaper stuck to it.

Sharon approached Rutendo and asked, "so how do you like our office?" 

Rutendo smiled at her and replied, "it is such a great place and l like the color combination very much. Well, may I ask who choose these colors?”

Sharon was able to sense Rutendo’s curiosity and replied, "first of all. Thank you and to answer your question, it was our boss ( Ncube, she whispered slowly) who chose the colors."

Rutendo smiled at Sharon’s response when she whispered the name, Ncube, as she thought either Ncube must be so bossy to her or Sharon was just being funny.

Sharon then guided Rutendo to Ncube's office. Rutendo waited by the Sharon’s desk while Sharon informed Ncube that Rutendo had been waiting for him for quite some time and she was ready to come in. Upon hearing Rutendo’s name, Ncube’s eyes were filled with desire and hence he asked Sharon to send Rutendo in, immediately.

Rutendo knocked the door and heard the response, "come in, please." Rutendo opened the door and walked in. She laid her eyes on Ncube who was dressed formally in a fashionable black blazer. She then saw another man
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