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    Jonathan Swift was born in 1667 in Dublin, Ireland. His father died before his birth, leaving him entirely dependent on the generosity of his uncles. Nevertheless, he was well educated and earned a degree from Trinity College Dublin. After the Glorious Revolution (1688-1689) spread religious discontent through Ireland, Swift moved to Moor Park, Surrey with Sir William Temple, a distant relative. He visited Ireland from time to time and was ordained as a priest in 1695. During the 1690s, Swift also wrote his first prose satire, A Tale of a Tub, which was published anonymously in 1704. This work parodied contemporary religious corruption.


    In 1699, Swift moved back to Ireland; however, he won wide recognition in England for his religious and political essays. These included a series of parodic pamphlets he published under the pseudonym “Isaac Bickerstaff,” which were so biting that they ended the career of the popular astronomer John Partridge. In 1710, back in London, Swift wrote a series of letters to his friend, Esther Johnson, collectively called Journal to Stella, which detailed his reaction to the politics of the time. Later that year, he officially took over the Tory journal, The Examiner, a position he would hold until 1711.


    After the death of Queen Anne in 1714, however, the Tories were out of power, ending Swift’s political writing career in England. Again, he returned to Ireland, writing mostly verse and pamphlets about Irish politics. Swift’s most famous work, Gulliver’s Travels, was published in 1726. Gulliver’s Travels has led many critics to call Swift the greatest satirist of all time. Throughout his life, Swift was affected by Ménière’s disease, causing him constant dizziness and nausea; however, he remained compos mentis for the rest of his life, continuing to write into the 1730s.

  


  
    GULLIVER’S TRAVELS


    A BITING SOCIAL SATIRE


    
      	Genre: prose satire


      	Reference edition: Swift, J. (1992) Gulliver’s Travels. Ware, Hertfordshire: Wordsworth Editions Limited.


      	1st edition: 1726


      	Themes: travel, corruption, status, learning, religion, exploration, reason

    


    Gulliver’s Travels was initially published anonymously under the title Travels into Several Remote Nations of the World. It tells the first person account of Lemuel Gulliver as he sets out on four exploratory voyages. On each voyage he is set off course and ends up discovering strange and magical lands. He describes the inhabitants of each land, giving accounts of their learning, governments and religions. These accounts are usually used to poke fun at equivalent institutions in London.


    The book was celebrated for its genius use of satire. However, it was also criticised for its intense misanthropy. Gulliver’s discoveries again and again reveal the inherent corruption and wickedness in humanity. Nevertheless, the comedy of the work and its deeper meaning have made it a cultural classic. The universal appeal of the story has led it to become the basis for numerous film, television, radio and even musical adaptations.

  


  
    SUMMARY


    PART I: A VOYAGE TO LILLIPUT


    The work opens with a brief account of the early life of Lemuel Gulliver. We are told he has a passion for travelling, and he immediately sets out on his first of several voyages. Due to a storm at sea, he is shipwrecked and finds himself on the island of Lilliput. The inhabitants of Lilliput, the Lilliputians, are six inches tall and are both disturbed and intrigued by the presence of Gulliver, whom they call “Man-Mountain.” The Lilliputians tie up Gulliver and carry him to the Emperor.


    Gulliver and the Emperor of Lilliput develop a friendship and the Emperor provides Gulliver with everything he needs to continue his stay. Having discovered that Lilliput is at war with a neighbouring country called Blefuscu, Gulliver easily captures this nation’s entire fleet. In the middle of the night one night, the palace of Lilliput catches fire. Without access to running water, Gulliver extinguishes the fire by urinating on it. After this incident, Gulliver’s enemies at court take the opportunity to convince the Emperor to punish Gulliver by blinding him. Gulliver is told of this scheme by a friend and finds refuge in Blefuscu, where he soon finds a human-sized boat and makes his way home.


    PART II: A VOYAGE TO BROBDINGNAG


    On his second voyage, Gulliver ends up on the island of Brobdingnag. The inhabitants of this island are 60 feet tall and are once again fascinated by Gulliver’s size. He is cared for by a young girl named Glumdalclitch, who treats him with tenderness and protects him from all dangers he might encounter in this gigantic world.


    The Queen of the land is especially fascinated by Gulliver and decides to keep him as a sort of pet (although she still allows Glumdalclitch to take care of him). The King is less impressed. After hearing Gulliver’s account of England, he condemns the nation, especially for their obsession with gunpowder and violence. At the palace Gulliver faces constant mortal danger from giant animals; he has a narrow escape from death after encountering bees, a puppy and a monkey.


    One day Gulliver’s carrying box is picked up by a giant eagle. The eagle ultimately drops him onto a human ship where the sailors are shocked to hear Gulliver’s story. On this ship, he finds his way back home.


    PART III: A VOYAGE TO LAPUTA, BALNIBARBI, LUGGNAGG, GLUBBDUBDRIB AND JAPAN


    On his third voyage, Gulliver’s ship is attacked by pirates and he ends up stranded on an island near India. Here he encounters the floating island of Laputa. Unlike in Lilliput and Brobdingnag, the inhabitants of Laputa are not very interested in Gulliver. Instead, they are completely devoted to the study of mathematics, music and sciences. They do not use this learning for practical things, but rather conduct a series of absurd experiments such as attempting to reduce faeces back to its original food ingredients.


    Gulliver tours Balnibarbi, the continent below Laputa. Here he finds that the inhabitants have ruined their farms and are living in squalor because they are forced to carry out the instructions of the learning academy in the city. He also visits Glubbdubdrib, a land of sorcerers. They indulge him by conjuring famous historical figures from ancient times so Gulliver can question them. In Luggnagg, Gulliver learns about a race of immortals called “struldbrugs”. At first he is in awe of the immortal race and considers everything they might accomplish if not faced by the prospect of death; however, he learns that they are actually miserable and wish they were mortal. Gulliver then makes his way to Japan and ultimately back to England.


    PART IV: A VOYAGE TO THE LAND OF THE HOUYHNHNMS


    For Gulliver’s last voyage, he has recruited a few new men to join his crew. However, they turn the rest of his crew against him and successfully commit mutiny against Gulliver. He is left stranded on another island. He first meets a group of hideous creatures that he instinctively hates, but later comes upon the Houyhnhnms, a race that looks like horses but are wise and virtuous and can speak. They rule over a lesser species called Yahoos. Gulliver soon discovers that Yahoos are very similar to humans.


    Gulliver takes up residence with a Houyhnhnm master. He identifies with and learns to love the Houyhnhnms for their superior sense of reason and finds himself hating the Yahoos, who are foolish and prone to vice. However, at an assembly, the Houyhnhnms declare that Gulliver is merely an advanced Yahoo and thus poses a threat to them. They order him to leave their land, giving him time to construct a canoe. When his canoe proves incapable of making the voyage, Gulliver is rescued by a Portuguese ship, captained by Pedro de Mendez. Although the Captain treats him with kindness, Gulliver hates him and sees him as an inferior Yahoo. Arriving home, Gulliver is continually disgusted by all humans. He avoids his family and spends his time in the stables trying to converse with his horses.

  


  
    

  


  
    

  


  
    CHARACTER STUDY


    LEMUEL GULLIVER


    Lemuel Gulliver is originally from Nottinghamshire and studied to become a surgeon. He moved to London, where he married and became an apprentice under Mr. James Bates. However, when his master dies, he sees the opportunity to nurture his life-long desire to travel. We are told that he consults his wife before setting out, but beyond this, it is obvious that Gulliver has no strong attachment to his wife or his children. After returning home to see them, he is constantly looking to set out on another adventure.


    Gulliver’s character develops based on all the new races he meets and experiences he has. Ultimately, his character trajectory is defined by his constantly developing misanthropy. Each race he meets seems to reveal to him the worst of humankind (either by a species’ similarity to humans or its stark difference from them). When he ultimately returns from his last voyage, he says:


    “My wife and family received me with great surprise and joy, because they concluded me certainly dead; but I must freely confess the sight of them filled me only with hatred, disgust, and contempt; and the more, by reflecting on the near alliance I had to them.” (p.219)


    He goes on to refer to her as an “odious animal” (ibid.). Thus, the more he travels and sees, the more he learns to hate humanity. He hates himself for his own connection to humanity and he regrets his decision to have children because it has continued the human race.


    GLUMDALCLITCH


    Glumdalclitch is the daughter of the farmer who rescues Gulliver in Brobdingnag. Thus, she is a giant as well, but takes a particular liking to Gulliver. She is his main protector in the land of giants, and her name means “little nurse” (p.70). Gulliver describes her, saying:


    “My mistress had a daughter of nine years old, a child of towardly parts for her age, very dexterous at her needle, and skilful in dressing her baby… This young girl was so handy, that after I had once or twice pulled off my clothes before her, she was able to dress and undress me, though I never gave her that trouble when she would let me do either myself.” (ibid.)


    Gulliver acknowledges his debt to Glumdalclitch, noting that he wishes he could repay it. However, in Brobdingnag, he is completely powerless. While Glumdalclitch takes on quite a motherly role towards Gulliver, she is still just a child herself. She therefore often gets distracted and leaves Gulliver in mortal peril. Still, at her core, Glumdalclitch is “naturally tender-hearted” (p.88). Her bond with Gulliver is so strong that when the Queen of Brobdingnag decides to keep Gulliver at court, she resolves to allow Glumdalclitch to stay as well as Gulliver’s nurse. She represents one of the few characters in the story who is inherently good.


    CAPTAIN PEDRO DE MENDEZ


    Captain Pedro de Mendez is the Captain of the Portuguese ship that rescues Gulliver after he is exiled from the land of the Houyhnhnms. Gulliver naturally detests the Captain
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