
  [image: cover.jpg]


  
    Advance Praise for
 How Trump is Making Black America Great Again


     


    “Horace Cooper’s incisive strategic insights applied to the plight of Black America under President Trump are forceful and timely. The traditional civil rights establishment has found itself increasingly marginalized amidst the Democratic Party’s shift away from African Americans as the ‘most favored minority’ towards illegal immigrants from south of the border. Cooper’s call for a realignment of political priorities among Black Americans is a clarion call for a new self-Emancipation off the Left’s ‘political plantation.’”


    —Sebastian Gorka, Ph.D, Former Strategist to President Trump, Host of AMERICA First


     


    “We’ve all heard that President Trump’s policies are benefitting Black America, but how? Horace Cooper, one of the great constitutional legal minds of our time, has written this brilliant, nuanced, and fact-filled analysis explaining just that—how President Trump’s policies benefit Black America and all Americans. Cooper understands the historical and social dynamics that have given rise to some of the crises the black community has experienced and is currently experiencing. His unique insight gives this book’s thesis a powerful perspective, purpose, and validity.”


    —Janine Turner, Actress, Founder and Co-President of Constituting America, Creator and Voice of God On The Go Minute


     


    “I have known my brother Horace Cooper for over thirty years and can attest to his intelligence, integrity, and strong adherence to conservative Christian values. When he advocates conservative social values as a prescription for what ails Black America, he’s speaking from personal experience. How Trump is Making Black America Great Again is sure to become a seminal text. It will stand the test of time.”


    —Armstrong Williams CEO, HSH Holdings, Broadcast Television Owner, Host of The Armstrong Williams Show


     


    “Horace Cooper makes an elegant and convincing case for how Trump’s policies can and have worked for black America. He writes with clarity and unique insight. This is a must read, not only for black Americans concerned with their future, but also for any American who seeks to appreciate the impact of Trump’s core economic and social agenda. I have been working with Horace as a guest and a friend for as long as I can remember. And much like the relationship between student and sensei, just when I think I have everything I need to know about the Constitution, he presents me with a new intellectual challenge. When the topic of complicated Constitutional issues come up, he is at the top of my list for on-air booking.”


    —Andrew Wilkow, Political Commentator, Radio Host
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    As a new Congressional staffer in Washington, D.C., I came to meet a gentleman whose friendship and mentorship would affect me for a lifetime. James A. “Jay” Parker dedicated his life and career to the pursuit of liberty and lived a life replete with success. He served as an advisor to presidents of the United States. He encouraged and supported conservative jurists. He shaped the minds of intellectual influencers. He exhorted legions of college students to think and act seriously about politics and policy. Parker embodied the importance of personal responsibility and he contributed to his native and adopted hometowns through philanthropy and community service. He sought me and many others out at whatever our stations in life, and continually encouraged us to be exemplars of citizenship, defenders of freedom, and promoters of our great Constitution.


    Like many who knew and cherished Jay, I labor to be worthy of his counsel. The consistent theme of his lessons, taught by word and example, was to discern and eschew the “nonsense” of life. He urged us to ignore petty distractions for our own peace of mind and personal betterment.


    Although Jay lost his bout with cancer in the fall of 2015, he combated the physical limitations foisted on him with the same enthusiasm he poured into counseling hundreds of young people around the world to soldier forward for personal reliance and independence.


    I miss my regular interactions with Jay. I miss his pedagogy. I miss his infectious laugh. But the one thing I will always possess of his is the power to be wise. This book is a testament to my earnest attempts to live up to his investment in me. It serves as the best earthly dedication I can offer in honor of Jay’s friendship and guidance, undeserved, yet freely and generously shared throughout my formative adult life and beyond.


    Thank you, Jay Parker.
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    How Trump is Making Black America Great Again makes the case that President Trump’s conservative economic and social policies are improving the lives of black Americans, especially the lower middle class and working poor. I also wish to convey to readers that Trump’s core agenda items, which consist of industry deregulation, tax cuts, and strong immigration policy, have already led to significant gains for African Americans—in terms of employment, economic advancement, and improved communities—and that African Americans have made progress under Trump at a faster pace than the electorate as a whole. While many of Trump’s policies are not specifically tailored to African Americans, they are nonetheless a great fit for what Black America needs to advance in the 21st century and beyond.


    Although it has been at times difficult to come to terms with, blacks who do not tow the Democratic Party line of liberalism and identity politics—who are politically conservative and who care about the fate of blacks and Americans as a whole, and yet dare to think outside the narrow plantation perspective—have been viewed by the progressive left as “unicorns.” Being pro-America, pro-black, and conservative all in one seems like a formula for confusion amid the reigning political consensus within both the black community and the Democratic Party. In fact, white liberals with whom I’ve crossed paths over the years see me as a walking contradiction. How in the world could a black man from the deep south (if Texas can be categorized as such) ever end up working for a Texas Republican Congressman for almost twenty years? Don’t Republicans actually hate black people? Aren’t they out to roll back the hard-fought gains that blacks made during the battles for civil rights and equal justice? How on God’s green earth could someone whose own grandfather was denied the right to vote or even purchase property for his business in the state of Texas a mere eighty-five years ago ever advocate for Republican politics? And why on earth would any black man support a controversial figure like President Donald Trump in his own mission to “make Black America great again?”


    Surely, I must have been paid off. I must have sold out. There has to be some sinister, hidden reason why Horace Cooper, an astute law professor, television pundit, counsel to the Republican Leader of the U.S. House of Representatives Dick Armey, and co-founder of conservative black advocacy organization Project 21, chose the dark side and went with Donald Trump. Or so the narrative goes.


    But over the years, having spent countless hours writing legislation, fighting congressional battles over policy and appropriations, thinking critically about the issues, and publicly advocating for African American inclusion within the Republican Party, I can firmly and honestly say that the critics have got it all wrong. The au courant wisdom has failed both America as a whole and Black America in particular. The dominant policy view for the last few decades has been that elites in Washington can create government agencies and issue regulations that will provide targeted assistance to some groups and stymie others, all while increasing the overall size of the pie. This hasn’t worked, and yet, rather than admit failure, elites have redoubled their misguided efforts. The result: they have merely prevented more opportunity for the groups they claim to promote, and destroyed the hopes and dreams of millions in the process.


    And that’s why it took an unconventional candidate in Donald Trump to bring to the fore serious problems with the reigning liberal dogma that most present-day politicians, academics, and pundits continue to try and sweep under the rug simply because they cannot stomach the idea of a man like Trump occupying the highest office in the land.


    By now, it must be conceded that Mr. Trump, more than any other president in recent history, has broken the mold of what an American President looks and sounds like. Sure, we elected our first black president a decade ago with the historic and—viewed by many voters at the time—mold-breaking election of Barack Obama. But in hindsight, it almost seems as if Barack won by fitting the mold of what the elites expected to a tee, right down to the perfect soundbites, the well-fitting suits, and the customary bland platitudes about hope and change that had been peddled by previous office holders. In many respects, Obama adhered even more faithfully to Democratic Party dogmas than previous Democratic candidates, although he recited them with an almost lyrical eloquence. At the end of the day, however, could it be said that black Americans or the country as a whole was measurably better off under Obama’s leadership? Did significant social and economic gains accrue to blacks under America’s first black president?


    The answer is no. Obama chose to build on the liberal elite agenda that the Democrats believed would prove to be a winning formula for the 21st century. It embraced values that were not only directly harmful to the interests of black Americans—abortion, identity politics, and accretion of the regulatory state, to name a few—but also it alienated Americans in the middle of the country that found this vision foreign and repugnant to their own small-town realities. Obama was not solely to blame though. The coalition between the Democratic Party and Black America had been fraught with strains for some time before he inherited the mantle. But under Obama, those tensions persisted and worsened. Black unemployment under Obama averaged over ten percent (without even accounting for the dismal labor force participation among black males); black home ownership levels plummeted to their lowest levels in over a generation;1 and the wealth gap between blacks and almost every other group in America widened. While Obama’s eloquent lip service to the ideals of equality and progress sounded sweet, the reality was far more bitter.2 By almost every measure that counts, Black America lost ground under President Obama. Historians looking back at the Obama years will likely note that, like FDR’s failed Depression- era policies, many, if not most of the Washington-driven programs and regulations pursued by Mr. Obama in an effort to fix America, actually exacerbated and extended the duration of the Great Recession.


    Moreover, many white Americans, even those inclined to side with blacks on issues of civil rights and equal opportunity, saw the rise of a new evil—identity politics, which they viewed as a shrewd and cruel way of sowing deep and hurtful divisions among Americans for political gain. Predictably, identity politics failed to address the fundamental problems of economic distress and social decline being experienced by the middle and working classes. Instead of bread for the masses, we got massive bank bailouts and racial revenge. And even though folks at both the top and bottom of the economic pyramid saw benefits under Obama, his coalition was crafted at the expense of those in the middle—those who could claim neither the seductive moral power of the poor, nor the sheer economic and political might of the rich and well-connected.


    It was to those forgotten people whom Donald Trump appealed most intimately. Hadn’t they, in fact, borne the brunt of the “jobless” recovery? Weren’t their family and friends and neighbors suffering greatly from the decades-long evisceration of middle class jobs? How, in fact, did working class whites in rust belt cities—those cities that elected both Trump and Obama—benefit from the “white privilege” so often touted in the press as the motivating rationale for greater government intervention against them?


    This book is no hillbilly elegy though. That book has already been written. Rather, it is an appeal to blacks, whites, and browns to understand the problems that gave rise to Donald Trump, why President Trump is addressing the ills that America is facing, and how Trump’s solutions benefit black Americans as well as the rest of America. Nor is this book an attempt to advocate that Trump, the individual, is “pro-black.” Rather, it attempts to demonstrate how identity politics can be counterproductive to enacting broad-based economic, social, and foreign policies that benefit all Americans.


    In this book, I argue that conventional wisdom has gotten it wrong. The reigning narrative when it comes to African-American politics is that liberalism, particularly the Great Society programs instituted by Democratic President Lyndon Johnson in the late 1960s and early 1970s, ushered in a new era of prosperity and progress for African Americans. But on closer examination, it becomes obvious that no such resurgence occurred. Since the advent of the Great Society and its signature programs—Aid to Families and Dependent Children (aka “welfare”), Food Stamps, Head Start, Affirmative Action, and forced desegregation of public schools (aka “bussing”)—blacks have actually fared far worse than the rest of the country and have fallen further behind in many of the core markers of economic prosperity. Since the 1960s, the proportion (and absolute quantity) of black children born to impoverished single mothers has skyrocketed from under a quarter of births out of wedlock in the 1960s to over three-quarters of all black children born to single parents today.3 This, by any strain of the imagination, is not progress. Illegitimacy brought with it the twins of poverty and crime, each a deep stain which imbues Black America.


    Liberals have pointed to abortion rights as the key to women’s liberation and advancement. African Americans’ experience with abortion has not been so liberating. Abortion is a moral abomination along the lines of de jure slavery, the holocaust, and other human rights catastrophes. As a moral wrong, abortion creates the seeds for its own destruction, because, like any evil, it is eventually eclipsed by good. But even on a more practical level, abortion rights have not had the effect of liberating poor black women from economic bondage. On the contrary, abortion rights came along with a slate of liberal fallacies—free love, radical individualism, disregard of marriage and religious institutions—that have greatly harmed black women and black families. Rather than build up the black community, abortion devalues lives, family commitments, and community cohesiveness. Liberalism teaches us that whatever the individual chooses to do to express him or herself is paramount. According to liberal dogma, morals, conservative values, and communitarian institutions like church and family, stunt an individual’s growth rather than sustain it.


    Attitudes like this are especially dangerous for a downtrodden people attempting to move upwards. Blacks are not stronger individually in most cases. Because of the history of discrimination and slavery in this country, blacks have often had very little choice but to rely upon family bonds and faith-based institutions to advance themselves. And even the gains made since the end of slavery would not have been likely if blacks as a community had embraced the radical individualism espoused by the left today.


    By adopting liberalism, blacks set themselves up to be picked apart and left for dead by the broader currents of social decline sweeping through modern society. Whereas, for example, a white wealthy individual who gets hooked on drugs may be able to muster the financial and social support to get off of them when they finally hit rock bottom—whether the support appears in the form of an expensive substance abuse rehab center, or in the form of family interventions, or both—most blacks are not so lucky. When white elites cry “uncle!”, there is often, in fact, a wealthy uncle around to heed the call. Blacks, by and large, don’t have a rich uncle who can save them from their mistakes. Consequently, black drug addicts mostly end up homeless on the streets, or in prison, or simply just dead. In their wake, they leave a depressing legacy of broken families, children born out of wedlock, who too often grow up to be just like their parents, which ends up creating generations of wasted talent, wasted opportunities, and wasted lives.


    In short, most blacks do not have the luxury to behave like white liberal elites, and shouldn’t hope to fall back on their wealth to recover from the consequences of their poor choices. For most blacks, liberalism as a political philosophy is no freedom suit; it is a straitjacket.


    This book goes on to argue that President Donald Trump offers a far better alternative to liberalism for what ails Black America. Let’s start with liberalism’s most prominent homage to radical self-centeredness: abortion. The president has already appointed two extremely competent conservative judges to the Supreme Court, and almost 150 more to lower courts. These appointments are intertwined in time with changes in state abortion laws, as recently seen in the passage of pro-life laws in Alabama, Georgia, Missouri, and several other states. While the road ahead to end abortion is still a tough one, we see signs of hope that America can come to its senses and respect the sanctity of life, as well as the institutions that safeguard life, namely family and religious organizations. When abortion is pushed into the dustbin of history, then and only then, will “all lives matter”—including black ones.


    Another dubious liberal concept is the desire to abolish the Constitution’s Second Amendment guarantee for Americans to have an individual right to keep and bear arms. Democrats and many black leaders have allied with leftists for greater gun restrictions, purportedly in a bid to end gun violence plaguing the black community. It is noteworthy, however, that the communities in America with the highest concentrations of gun violence also have some of the strictest gun laws. Chicago, for example, had the tenth highest murder rate in the nation in 2018, with 24.1 murders per hundred thousand residents. And yet it has some of the toughest gun laws in the United States. Baltimore touted a murder rate more than twice that of Chicago, with 55.6 murders per hundred thousand residents, and it, too, has very strict gun laws. Similarly, with regards to Detroit, Michigan; Cleveland, Ohio; and Newark, New Jersey.4 All these cities are among America’s deadliest for black folks, and yet all have strict gun laws. Tragically, they each also have years’ long backlogs of hundreds and hundreds of unsolved murders committed against young black males.


    How could this possibly be? If liberals contend that people don’t kill people, but guns do, how could cities where guns are essentially outlawed be littered with the bullet-riddled bodies of black folks? The grim reality again runs directly counter to the narrative. The cities with the highest per-capita registered gun ownership have some of the lowest homicide rates. According the Pew Research Center, more than 70 percent of legal gun owners lived in rural and suburban areas in 2018, whereas the concentration of gun violence in the U.S. has been in cities where the majority of homicides have been committed with illegally owned firearms.


    Rather than joining in the chorus of voices opposing legal gun ownership, African Americans should be clamoring for less-restrictive gun regulations in the places they live, and championing greater efforts by law enforcement to end the chaos in their communities. African Americans have a long history of using firearms to protect themselves against racist violence, especially during early efforts to fight the Ku Klux Klan and lynching. That same approach is needed today where black communities are plagued by rampant crime. The Second Amendment stands for self-protection today just as it has for over 200 years. Donald Trump has been a strong proponent of the Second Amendment, and is the first sitting president to speak at the NRA convention, in thirty-four years.


    President Trump’s championing of the Second Amendment helps black Americans who are disproportionately affected by violent crime. In fact, in the two years since Trump’s election, more African Americans have become legal gun owners than in any other recorded period in American history. The National African American Gun Association’s numbers tripled after President Trump’s inauguration.5


    When asked why he thinks membership has swelled in recent years, Philip Smith, NAAGA’s president, replied, “I think, one, people are looking at the state of the United States in terms of robberies, burglaries, things that are happening on your daily basis. I believe that the best way to stop someone with a gun other than law enforcement is to have a gun yourself. I think too often as African Americans we’ve been told to not arm ourselves. And I think too often we are just sitting back and letting someone come and save us. If you look at our communities right now across the country, they are in a wreck because we cannot protect those communities.”


    Coupled with a reinvigorated effort to welcome and praise the role that law enforcement and other first responders play in keeping our communities safer, Donald Trump’s actions directly challenge the elite view that guns and cops are the great problem facing our neighborhoods. We need more of both, instead of less of each.


    By promoting and advancing public policies that help American workers—like confronting America’s trade partners about their unfair trade laws and actually implementing tough punitive measures—Trump is in the process championing African-American jobs.


    Thus, Chapters 1–3 focus on Trump’s core economic policies—tax reduction, deregulation, international trade, and immigration policy—as a powerful mix of incentives that drive labor market expansion, especially at the semi-skilled rungs of the labor force. Low-wage, low-skilled labor is the sector of the labor force that is most highly impacted by illegal immigration. In the black community the displacement of low-wage labor caused by illegal immigrants has produced dire economic and social consequences. By some estimates, the increase in low-wage labor performed by illegal immigrants has caused a forty-percent decline in African-American male employment over the past three decades. Jobs traditionally performed by African Americans, from childcare to farm work to hospitality services to construction and building trades, are now largely done by immigrants. Poor black men—like poor whites and browns—are seen as less attractive partners for women, and their economic deprivation operates to depress overall marriage rates in the black community when they desperately need to rise the most.


    Perhaps most maddening is that too many of these competitors entered the country illegally and have failed to undertake measures to obtain lawful residency, all the while overburdening education, health, and community service centers set up to serve needy American citizens (and legal immigrants), including blacks.


    On the other side of the aisle, Democrats are practically climbing over themselves attempting to ingratiate with America’s newest “most-favored” minority, namely Hispanics. Blacks, who were once their most-favored minority, have been left out in the cold, with their votes taken for granted and therefore discounted. The Democrats’ legislative agenda of chasing God out of the public square, advocating amnesty for illegal immigrants, saddling America with an ever-growing government bureaucracy, and fettering businesses with job-killing regulations is not working for most of Black America. On the other hand, President Trump’s efforts—reminiscent of the successful policies of the early 20th century—to reset unfair trade imbalances, curb illegal immigration, promote faith-based organizations, and eliminate government red tape and growth-stifling regulations all help Black America.


    Whereas illegal insourcing of low-skilled labor and the outsourcing of American manufacturing to Asia and Central America eventually caught up to the middle class, who saw their own wages, employment, and educational prospects suffer, blacks saw their entire communities ravaged, seemingly beyond recovery. In rust belt cities that once held thriving populations of middle class workers, the flight of manufacturing jobs left behind a legacy of decay and decline. Detroit, once home to a thriving black middle class, today is a wasteland of corruption, headed by an entrenched black political elite that continues to prey upon its most vulnerable citizens amid an ever-shrinking pond of taxpayer supported jobs and businesses.


    When Donald Trump went to speak at a Detroit church during the run-up to the 2016 election, and issued the rhetorical challenge to black Americans, “What do you have to lose?!?” he forced a reckoning among many of the congregants who had already lost almost everything. They had lost their jobs, their homes, and a great many of them had lost friends and relatives to Detroit’s culture of predatory criminal violence.


    This book does not make the argument that President Donald Trump is the second coming of Christ. He is not Moses coming to lead black people out of bondage. He is not a man with a biblically ordained mission from God to rescue black Americans. But what he does offer is a practical plan to revive the areas of the U.S. that have fallen into decay and decline. With blacks disproportionately impacted by this decay and decline, they have the most to gain.


    The president’s approach is a practical plan that has worked in America’s past, and if adopted today, will work again. American presidents in the past, like Taft, Harding, Coolidge, and Kennedy, embraced low-tax and low-regulation policies during their administrations, and it led to remarkable economic growth for the country overall and it especially benefited black Americans.


    Like the successful presidents of the 20th century, President Trump has aggressively pursued low-taxation, low-regulation policies for America. By eliminating sixty-seven regulations in 2017 alone, and following it with another fifty-seven in 2018, the Trump White House unleashed billions of dollars’ worth of badly needed economic growth and innovation all over the U.S. economy. In terms of new regulations with costs having more than $100 million in impact issued over that period, Mr. Trump’s administration issued only 229 rules, in contrast to the job-strangling 647 new regulations issued during the first two years of the Obama administration.


    Combined with the comprehensive Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, which cut taxes by $1.5 trillion, Trump’s deregulation agenda, which is valued at almost as much, has produced not only sustained growth, but also produced an acceleration of economic growth. His plans aren’t just for the haves; the have-nots benefit, too. Trump’s tax reform included Opportunity Zones to spur private investment into hundreds of blighted communities in the United States, and it is already proving effective. Opportunity Zone legislation is driving public-private partnerships and capital investments in underinvested areas like Louisville, Kentucky; Baltimore, Maryland; and Detroit, Michigan. There has been a renewed sense of localism and inspired hope in areas that were once considered America’s wasteland.


    One of the major sticking points in terms of addressing America’s lack of sustained socioeconomic growth has been labor immobility. Many of the individuals with labor skills who could move to areas of better opportunity during the initial years of the Great Recession did so. But significant numbers of people could not afford to move and found themselves stuck in job-poor places. Many of them could not sell their homes, as they were experiencing declining home prices and negative equity on their mortgages. Others were constrained by family considerations. Even those who did manage to escape to large cities with plentiful jobs, did so at great expense. Many of them ran up exorbitant student loan debts in an attempt to re-tool their skills. Some moved to crowded cities run by progressives whose urban policies resulted in the costs of living outpacing their increased earning abilities. Consequently, even if these U.S. migrants were able to move away from declining communities, thereby delaying their downward economic spiral, the move did not lead to upward mobility.


    By contrast, since January of 2017, there has been a dramatic change in the economic prospects for all Americans—black, white or brown. Middle class incomes, after adjusting for inflation, have surged by $5,003 since Donald Trump became president in January 2017. By the fall of 2019, median household income reached $65,976—an all-time high, and up more than 8 percent in 2019 dollars.6 In contrast, during the period that Barack Obama was president, incomes inched up by only $1,043.


    Higher household income is directly related to the extremely tight labor market, which has given workers new bargaining power to demand higher pay. As of the winter of 2019, there were more than seven million unfilled jobs in America—the highest number ever recorded—providing even more ability to working Americans to command higher pay.7


    Even as the positive data continues, critics abound. Notably, at the beginning of 2019, a left-leaning think tank (the Economic Policy Institute) criticized what it called one of President Trump’s favorite statistical claims: record-low unemployment among blacks. According to the EPI, the real test for Trump’s policies is not the low rates at present, but whether the rate stays low long-term, and more importantly, whether the black unemployment rate continues to be more than twice that of the white unemployment rate. Well, by the end of 2019 unemployment rates for blacks have not simply remained steady for the last three years, they’ve gone lower, and most importantly, blacks are getting hired at faster rates than whites for the first time in nearly fifty years, ending the pernicious two-to-one hiring rate. At the beginning of the fall of 2019, black unemployment was 5.4 percent, edging ever closer to the white unemployment rate of 3.2 percent (and breaking the two-to-one barrier). One thing is for certain—2019 marks the highest number of blacks in the workforce in America’s entire history.


    Chapters 4–6 address some of the social policies that Trump has championed: pro-life, pro-Second Amendment, and the relationship between blacks, the military, and law enforcement.


    Black folks have traditionally served as the proverbial “canary” in the “coal mine” of the American social experiment. Policies that ultimately hurt most American families and American workers first hurt black Americans and with worse overall consequences. Whereas, for example, liberalizing sexual behavior (through easy access to abortion and school programs promoting condom use and so-called sex education) and expanding the welfare state has caused an overall increase in single-parent births among all Americans, it has hurt the black community even more. Whereas overall single-parent births in America have increased to more than 40 percent of all children born, the figure sits at more than three out of four black children born to single parents.8 This staggering level of out of wedlock births for all Americans cannot be sustained and must be reversed. Liberalism’s championship of licentiousness über alles is one of the greatest threats to blacks and America as a whole.


    Turning to international matters, President Trump’s foreign policies are driven by an America-first focus that recognizes that Americans are weary of playing sheriff for the world in recovery. Although most of the battles were waged on foreign soil—with the exception of the odious terrorist attacks of September 11—Americans paid the wages of war at great cost to our economy and armed forces. President Trump’s outlook from an America-first perspective seeks to reduce America’s military adventurism abroad. He has not abandoned our European and Asian allies, but he has demanded they make good on their long-term commitments regarding the cost for our mutual security. President Trump also believes in a strong U.S. military, and has committed unprecedented resources to training, equipping, and compensating American soldiers—including the largest pay increases for American troops in over a decade.


    Trump’s foreign policy also contributes to restoring Black America to greatness. First, the military is and has been the most stable employer in America, and the skills and training provided by military service have proven over time to be a remarkable tool for moving black Americans out of poverty and into the middle class. Just this past May, a record number of female African-American officers graduated from the military college at West Point. They are poised to rise through the ranks to positions of leadership in the American Armed Forces. Trump recently appointed highly decorated Col. Lorna Mahlock to serve as the first black female brigadier general in the U.S. Marine Corps. General Mahlock currently serves as the chief information officer of the entire corps. African Americans, particularly African-American women, enlist at far higher rates than Americans as a whole.9 They are also far more likely to continue their military service beyond a first term, thus enabling them to achieve non-commissioned officer status at a higher rate than other American groups.10 Moreover, Americans with significant military service are preferred candidates for domestic public sector law enforcement and private security roles.


    Why is black participation in law enforcement important? Law enforcement is a key tool to restoring vitality in black communities, just as it does in the rest of the country. To the extent that there is a disconnect between law enforcement and the black community, it has traditionally been for two principal reasons. First, black leaders in our communities have often sided with the criminal element against the police, acting as if the police were out to target all black Americans rather than black criminals. See Al Sharpton generally. Liberal politicians such as Hillary Clinton and former President Barack Obama cynically exploited the fraught relationship between black America and police in a way that further alienated black Americans from law enforcement while doing little to reduce crime rates. When national political leaders join in this activity by highlighting concerns such as racial profiling and isolated instances of police misconduct, and also stoking flames in Ferguson, MO, and Sanford, FL, they encourage African Americans’ ambivalence towards law enforcement, thereby emboldening the criminal elements in their communities. These criminal elements and their apologists within Black America have effectively tarred the overall impression of blacks by law enforcement, even when the men and women in blue are black themselves. Notably, black males are overrepresented in law enforcement and yet their sacrifice and service often go unappreciated.


    But the reality, unfortunately, is that a small subset of Black America, particularly young black males between the ages of fourteen and thirty-four, are responsible for the lion’s share of the crime that is committed in black communities. The number of police-involved shootings of African Americans is in no way comparable to the mayhem against blacks caused by this group of blacks. Police are not the problem. Criminals are. And when innocent blacks get caught up in the war between police and criminals, a lot of the blame has to be placed on leaders within the black community whose self-identification with criminality and the vastly disproportionate amount of crime committed by black males in particular is either downplayed or ignored. Black males constitute less than 6 percent of the American population, and yet account for over a third of America’s prisoners. Unless one believes that hundreds of thousands of African Americans have been convicted of crimes in the U.S. due to black victims falsely singling them out, the problem is obvious. A criminal element within communities of color is running rampant and must be expelled. In other words, black interactions with law enforcement occur more frequently today—not due to bigotry or “profiling”, but instead because black communities are disproportionately victimized by violent crime. To paraphrase famed bank robber Willie Sutton, police are often seen in black neighborhoods because that’s where the crime is.


    Unlike the progressive candidates running for president, Donald Trump is the “law and order” candidate, and he fully supports our law enforcement officials. As president, he has directed the attorney general to give grants to support local law enforcement, and since becoming president, has vocally supported the efforts of America’s leading law enforcement organizations. What if, instead of being the largest targets of law enforcement, blacks instead became the largest enforcers of the law? To the extent that Trump’s policies have the effect of enabling more blacks to enter law enforcement careers, we could soon see a situation in which African Americans are more associated with solving and preventing crimes than committing them. If crime rates in the black community were to substantially drop, real estate values would rise, businesses would thrive, and black neighborhoods would come to be seen as oases of prosperity and security.


    Chapter 7 addresses what, at first glance, may seem the most counterintuitive benefit of Trump’s presidency. Specifically, it is that Trump’s presidency represents an opportunity to finally achieve Martin Luther King’s vision for a colorblind America. By eliminating the vestiges of de jure discrimination—including Affirmative Action in higher education—the Trump administration helps to firmly enshrine equal opportunity under the law for all Americans, regardless of race, color, or creed. Tackling the myth that today’s progressive segregationists are on the side of the angels, the chapter shows that there is no moral difference between “evil” race separatists and “good” race separatists. The chapter also addresses the pernicious price of racial hoaxes in perpetuating some of the divisions that prevent America from truly achieving its potential as a colorblind society.


    This book, then, is written from a conservative world-view—which at one point was the dominant perspective of blacks—that seeks to address several issues affecting Black
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