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Preface






Not much is known
about Philip the evangelist. He was a deacon in the early church of
Jerusalem, but he left the area when persecution arose in that
city. He had a very fruitful public ministry in Samaria, where God
used him in wonderful ways to preach the gospel with great power.
He followed God’s call to leave Samaria and travel to the desert of
Gaza to reach a single Ethiopian official for Christ. He preached
in Azotus and surrounding areas, and ended up in the city of
Caesarea where he raised four daughters to love and serve the
Lord.

While this is all
we know from Scripture about Philip, I have been struck by what
this brief account of his minis-try and life teaches us. There is
within this short account of Philip's life, some important
spiritual principles for our own ministry and service for the
Lord.

Philip's life
speaks to the issues of success, the central focus of ministry, and
God's timing and leading. It challenges us as we step out into new
and fresh experiences, and encourages us to faithfulness in
unnoticed and unappreciated ministry.

I have been
challenged by the simple truths communicated through the life of
Philip concerning what is important in ministry. I trust that God
will use this simple reflection of the life and ministry of Philip
the evangelist to encourage many to greater service and devotion to
the Lord Jesus.






F. Wayne Mac
Leod




Chapter 1 -
Introduction and Context






These were
incredible days for the church. By incredible I do not mean easy.
In fact, as we begin Acts 8 we meet Saul (who would later become
known as the apostle Paul). At this point in his life, Saul had not
yet met the Lord, and was on a violent campaign to destroy the
church of Jesus Christ. Stephen, one of seven deacons chosen to
minister in the growing church in Jerusalem, had just been stoned
to death for preaching about Jesus Christ. The combination of
Saul’s violent campaign and the martyrdom of Stephen had a strong
impact on the early Christians. Many chose to leave Jerusalem, the
centre of this growing persecution. They scattered to many
different regions in an attempt to escape those who sought to
destroy them and the cause they represented.

While these were
difficult days, there was also evidence of the powerful work of God
among the believers. Philip (not to be confused with the apostle),
was a deacon in the church of Jerusalem (see Acts 6). Like many
others, after Stephen’s death, he chose to leave Jerusalem and go
to the region of Samaria. It should be noted that the Samaritans
were hated by the Jews of the day. For Philip to go into this
region was quite radical. It would take the church many more years
to accept the fact that salvation was also for the Gentiles. Philip
seemed to be ahead of his time in this regard. He felt called to
minister to the Samaritans, and God chose to bless this calling.
Acts 8:4-8 describe what took place through Philip's ministry in
those days:

4 Now those who
were scattered went about preaching the word. 5 Philip went down to
the city of Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ. 6 And the
crowds with one accord paid attention to what was being said by
Philip when they heard him and saw the signs that he did. 7 For
unclean spirits, crying out with a loud voice, came out of many who
had them, and many who were paralyzed or lame were healed. 8 So
there was much joy in that city (Acts 8: 4-8).

What was taking
place through the ministry of Philip was miraculous. It appears
that a revival broke out in the region of Samaria. As Philip
preached the gospel, the Samaritans “with one accord paid attention
to what was being said.” That is to say, they received the message
that Philip preached about the Lord Jesus. It would appear from
this that many of the Samaritans turned to the Lord Jesus as a
result of the preaching ministry of Philip in those days. Notice
also that the Spirit of God moved among the Samaritans not only to
open their minds to the salvation of Christ but also to heal them
spiritually and physically. Through the ministry of Philip in those
days, many of these Samaritans were delivered from the oppression
of demons. Others were healed of their physical afflictions. In
fact, the work of God was so powerful that there was “much joy in
the city” (verse 8). The whole region seemed to be impacted by a
powerful work of God’s Spirit.

We can only
imagine the incredible joy that Philip must have been experiencing
in those days. God was using him in a wonderful way. He was seeing
the power of God releasing men and women from Satan’s grip. Lives
were being changed and a whole city was in the grip of godly joy.
This is one of those places where we could enjoy being forever. For
many of us we could only dream of seeing our ministries have such
an impact. In fact, the work of the Spirit through the ministry of
Philip in Samaria was so powerful that when news of what was
happening reached the apostles in Jerusalem (Acts 8:14), they sent
Peter and John to investigate what was happening.

When Peter and
John saw clear evidence of God's Spirit, they, too, began to preach
throughout the villages of Samaria (Acts 8:25). There was no doubt
that the work taking place in Samaria was from God.

As this powerful
work of God was spreading though the region of Samaria, an angel of
the Lord appeared to Philip. The angel had some instructions for
him:

26 Now the
angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to
the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert
place. (Acts 8)

Put yourself in
Philip’s place for a moment. You are in Samaria experiencing an
incredible revival. You are seeing men and women coming to the Lord
Jesus. You are experiencing the power of God’s Spirit move through
you as these men and women are set free from the power of Satan.
These are wonderful days and your heart is filled with the same joy
the whole city is experiencing. These men and women were newly
converted. There was no church for them to attend. They needed to
grow in their new found faith. There was much work to be done if
they were to be established in their faith.

In listening to
the voice of the angel that day, your mind might begin to wonder
about what you were hearing. The angel is telling you that you are
to leave Samaria and go to the desert. But what purpose would it
serve for you to go there. With a heart burdened for those who had
just come to faith in Christ, Why would God ask you to leave this
wonderful work to go to the desert? What would happen to these new
believers? Who would take care of them if you were not there?

We have no record
of Philip questioning the wisdom of God’s leading. Instead, Acts
8:27 tells us that he “rose up and went.” He did not know, at this
point, what God’s purpose was. More importantly, however, he was
not blinded by “success”. The fruitfulness of his ministry did not
deafen his ears to God’s call. His desire was to follow the Lord
and to be wherever the Lord wanted him to be, even if that meant
leaving the fruitfulness of Samaria to enter the barren desert of
Gaza.

As Philip entered
the desert, he saw an Ethiopian official travelling in his chariot.
He was returning to his homeland after worshipping in Jerusalem.
What was particularly interesting was that, as Philip approached,
the Ethiopian was reading a portion of the Jewish Scriptures that
spoke about the Lord Jesus.

In those days the
city of Jerusalem was abuzz with talk about this new faith in Jesus
Christ, the Son of God. It would have been difficult to be in
Jerusalem during this time and not hear about what the followers of
this movement were facing...

When Philip saw
that the official was reading from Isaiah 53, he asked him if he
understood what he was reading. The Ethiopian told him that he
could not understand unless someone explained it to him. He then
invited Philip to sit with him in his chariot.

That day, Philip
had the privilege of sharing the Lord Jesus with the Ethiopian. He
had come to Jerusalem to worship, likely as a Gentile convert to
Judaism. That day, however, in his chariot, the Ethiopian official
came to faith in the Lord Jesus.

As they travelled
along in the chariot, they came to a place where there was some
water. Right there the Ethiopian asked Philip if he would baptize
him as a sign of his new found faith in the Lord Jesus. They
stopped the chariot by the water and Philip baptized the
Ethiopian.

Acts 8:39-40 tell
us that when the baptism was over, the Spirit of God carried Philip
away:

39 And when
they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried
Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way
rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed
through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to
Caesarea.

The passage does
not tell us how Philip was carried away. Notice, however, for the
second time, Philip was removed from his “successful” ministry and
taken some-where else. We are left to wonder what happened to the
Ethiopian. Verse 39 tells us that he went on his way rejoicing and
would never see Philip again. That is all we know about him.

The next time we
encounter Philip is in Acts 21:8-9. The apostle Paul would stay
with him on his way to Jerusalem.

8 On the next
day we departed and came to Caesarea, and we entered the house of
Philip the evangelist, who was one of the seven, and stayed with
him. 9 he had four unmarried daughters who prophesied. (Acts
8:8-9)

Nothing more is
known about Philip. He seems to disappear from the pages of
Scripture at this point. He settled in Caesarea where he would
raise his family of four daughters.

In the chapters
that follow, I want to take a moment to reflect on what God was
doing in the life of Philip. As we consider God’s dealings with
Philip, my prayer is that we will be challenged to learn from him
and God’s work in his life.






For
Consideration:

* What was
happening to the church in Acts 8? What was life like for the
believers living in Jerusalem in those days?

* Philip
ministered to the people of Samaria. Why would this have been a
challenge for the church of the day?

* What was God
doing in Samaria in Acts 8? How was the movement of God among this
people evident?

* Did it make
sense humanly speaking, for God to remove Philip from Samaria at
this time? Explain.

* How did God
lead Philip in the desert of Gaza, and what was the result? Are you
at a place in your spiritual walk that God could lead you in this
way?

* What happened
to Philip after the baptism of the Ethiopian?

* How can
"success" and human reason deafen us to the leading of God?

For Prayer:

* Acts 8
describes a time of persecution where believers were scattered.
Take a moment to pray for believers around the world who are facing
similar situations today.

* Thank the
Lord for the way He moved in power through Philip in Acts 8. Ask
the Lord to help you to be a ready instrument in His hands.

* Ask the Lord
to give you the sensitivity to know when He is calling you to a
ministry and when He is calling you away from it.

* Ask God to
forgive you for times when you chose to ignore His leading,
choosing rather to remain where you were comfortable and
blessed.
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