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on May 6, 1945; amazingly, film footage of the ceremony survived. I helped
tell my grandfather's story in a 2004 book, Zhe GI's Rabbi: The World War 1T
Letters a_/ David Max Eichhorn, and as part of the PBS programs The Perilous
Fight: America’s World War II in Color (2003) and GI Jews: Jewish Americans in
World War IT (2017).

The Holocaust, and the failure of America and its allies to act against it, also
took an enormous emotional and lingering psychological toll on Jewish family
members 1iving in the United States. Indeed, my own great~gra11d1nother, who
had immigrated to the United States from Europe, was so distraught about
not knowing the fate of her brother and friends in Nazi Germany that she
took her own life in 1940.

In addition to the emotions these stories evoke in me personally, the dis-
cussion surrounding the impact whistleblowers had during those dark times
speaks to me professionally as well. I, too, understand feeling compelled to
push as hard as one can and to shout as loudly as possible in the pursuit of
justice. As an attorney, I have been l]andling national security whistleblower
cases for more than a quarter ofa century. These cases, by their very nature,
are inheremly difficult —as they are often shrouded in secrecy and further
compounded by the complexity which comes with the responsibility of
properly handling sensitive or classified information. We have to tirelessly
navigate obstacle after obstacle to ensure the allegations are lawfully brought
to the attention of appropriate oversight officials while also protecting the
individual — the whistleblower —from retaliation.

To better represent whistleblowers to act lawfully and effectively, in 2017
1 helped cofound Whistleblower Aid, a nonproﬁt law firm that provides free
legal representation and other assistance to whistleblowers both here in the
United States and around the world. I am proud that my cases have impacted
upon national policy. Unfortunately, as seen in the pages of Whistleblowery,
these cases can also be controversial and bring unforeseen risks. In my case,
this has meant receiving death threats due to my representation of high-pro-
file whistleblowers (which resulted in prosecution by federal authorities).
Reflecting on my own experiences, I cannot help but wonder what more
could have been done by third pa.rries to help the whistleblowers whose
stories unfold in the pages of this tremendous body of work.

It is important to note that the term “whistleblowers” must be under-
stood in context. The term carries different meaning depending on whether
it is applied legally or generically. In fact, while the United States has had
protective whistleblowing laws and policies on the books dating all the way
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back to our colonial days, the term is not looked upon favorably every-
where. During the 1930s and 1940s, when the events described in this book
took place, the concept differed in comparison to how it would be viewed
today. Still, what remains consistent in whistleblowers across generations is
their high degree of humanity, integrity, bravery, and Willingness to accept
the risk —perhaps career ending or (given the nature of some of these
stories) even life threatening —to reveal the conduct of others that screamed
out for challenge and exposure.

Graphic novels such as Whestleblowers visualize and preserve the stories
of our past and, more imporranrly, help to teach invaluable and worrhy
lessons to each new generation in our future. While we expect to find heroes
throughout the pages of a comic book, or graphic novel, the heroes of these
pages have no capes or superpowers, but they are heroes nonetheless.
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Mark Zaid

Alan Cranston was a young reporter who sougl]t to expose the horrific
plans of Adolf Hitler and found himself defending his efforts in federal court.
Jan Karski, a Polish resistance fighter, smuggled out information about
Nazi atrocities with the intent to inform world leaders —including President
Franklin D. Roosevelt —of what was really happening. Josiah E. DuBois
Jr., a civil servant, fought against U.S. government bureaucracy and those
who sought to prevent any American efforts from being taken to save Jewish
lives during the Holocaust. Secretary of the Treasury Henry Morgenthau Jr.
played a somewhat different but still indispensable role as someone who tried
but failed to save a ship of r‘efugees, but then later rose to the occasion when
DuBois needed him to confront the president face to face.

These are the stories told in Whustleblowers. Each of these men played a
historic role in attempting to bring to light the acts, hatred, and atrocities of
the Nazis in real time. Their motives were selfless —focused solely on doing
whatever they could to make a difference. Even as someone who considers
himselfquite knowledgeable of the literature of the Holocaust, I was deeply
moved by what I learned in the telling of these important stories, as well as
by the artwork that brings them to life. For the sake and accuracy of history,
it is vital for these true stories to be shared, told, and retold again and again.
Recolmting these stories reminds us what was lost and what was achieved —
epitomizing the sentiments of “Never Forget” and “Never Again.”

But the question of exactly what the United States government knew
about the ongoing Nazi atrocities, and when it knew, leaves us with the
haunting tl]ougllt of whether something more could have been done to save
the Jews of Europe, including the loved ones of so many Americans, my own
family among them. As one of many proud American Jews, I know I am not
alone in stating that stories which describe the horrors of the Holocaust are
not simply read, they are felt and deeply personal.

The stories told within this graphic novel are particularly personal to
me because my maternal grandfather, Rabbi David Max Eichhorn, a U.S.
Army captain and chaplain, was part of the American forces who liberated
Dachau concentration camp. It was not until he arrived at Dachau that he
learned his own uncle had been murdered there, along with tens of thou-
sands of other prisoners. He led the first religious services for the survivors

Mark S. Zaid, an attorney in Washington, D.C. and executive director of the James Madison Project,

often represents federal employees, intelligence and military officers, whistleblowers, and otbers who bave

been wronged by governmental agencies. The National Law Journal once wrote: “If Agent Mulder ever
needed a lawyer, Zaid would be bis man.”
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