

[image: image]



[image: image]



[image: image]



[image: image]


Love Yourself. Love Your Life.





[image: image]


ANTONI POROWSKI,
TAN FRANCE,
JONATHAN VAN NESS,
BOBBY BERK &
KARAMO BROWN

WITH MONICA CORCORAN HAREL

PHOTOGRAPHS BY DENISE CREW & GAVIN BOND
ILLUSTRATIONS BY PAIGE VICKERS





[image: image]


Acknowledgments

 

To the Fab Five for giving yourself to the show and to this endeavor—in the middle of a million other demands.

To David Collins and Michael Williams, who made regifting cool again by delivering a new version of Queer Eye as beloved as the original.

To Joel Chiodi and Rob Eric, whose creative vision, force of will, and ability to manifest got this book done.

To Amanda Englander, Ian Dingman, Mark McCauslin, Derek Gullino, Kate Tyler, Natasha Martin, Stephanie Davis, and Gabrielle Van Tassel at Clarkson Potter for their shared vision, determination, expertise, and stunning book-making.

To Margaret Riley King and Nir Caspi at WME for bringing everyone together, and to Haley Heidemann for her support.

To Monica Corcoran Harel, who adroitly captured five unique voices in one stellar manuscript.

To Denise Crew and her assistant, Alex Rhoades, for the gorgeous photography.

To Kwame Waters for his fabulous wardrobe-pulling and styling.

To Kristin Kent for hair and makeup.

To Beth Barden and her assistant, Melissa Poelling, for their food preparation and styling.

To Marnie Sauls for location support at Two Light.

To Netflix and ITV, our amazing partners in making this show.





[image: image]


Copyright © 2018 Scout Productions Inc.

The right of Antoni Porowski, Tan France, Jonathan Van Ness, Bobby Berk
and Karamo Brown to be identified as the Author of the Work has been asserted by them in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

First published as an Ebook in 2018 by
HEADLINE PUBLISHING GROUP

Apart from any use permitted under UK copyright law, this publication may only be reproduced, stored, or transmitted, in any form, or by any means, with prior permission in writing of the publishers or, in the case of reprographic production, in accordance with the terms of licences issued by the Copyright Licensing Agency.

Every effort has been made to fulfil requirements with regard to reproducing copyright material. The author and publisher will be glad to rectify any omissions at the earliest opportunity.

Cataloguing in Publication Data is available from the British Library

eISBN: 978 1 4722 6193 9

Book and cover design by Ian Dingman
Photographs by Denise Crew
Cover photograph and photographs on p.2, p.82, p.99, p.112, p.125, p.146,
p.163, p.174, p.187, p.198, p.213 by Gavin Bond/Netflix
Vintage photographs courtesy of the Fab Five.
Illustrations by Paige Vickers

HEADLINE PUBLISHING GROUP
An Hachette UK Company
Carmelite House
50 Victoria Embankment
London EC4Y 0DZ

www.headline.co.uk
www.hachette.co.uk





[image: image]


CONTENTS





[image: image]


8

INTRODUCTION

by David Collins,
Michael Williams,
and Rob Eric




[image: Illustration]




[image: Illustration]




[image: Illustration]




WELL,
HELLO!
16

LIVING OUT
LOUD WITH
JONATHAN
VAN NESS 19
• JUST TRY
TO SAY NO TO BOBBY
BERK 31 • TAN FRANCE
DOESN’T CARE ABOUT
TRENDS 43 • ANTONI
POROWSKI DOESN’T
FOLLOW RECIPES 55 •
KARAMO BROWN CHASES
DOWN HIS DREAMS 67




IT’S NOT A
MAKEOVER;
IT’S A MAKE-
BETTER 80

GORGEOUS, INSIDE
AND OUT 83 • MIRROR,
MIRROR 113 • LET’S BE
REAL 147 • HOUSE RULES
175 • SET THE TABLE 199




COME TOGETHER 236




ABOUT THE
AUTHORS




ACKNOWLEDG-
MENTS





[image: image]


ABOUT THE
AUTHORS

Antoni Porowski is Queer Eye’s food expert. Having been the personal chef for Ted Allen, the food expert of the original Fab Five, he knows his way around a kitchen.

Tan France is the resident fashion expert who hails from Great Britain. He is also the founder of the women’s fashion line Kingdom & State.

Jonathan Van Ness is the show’s personal grooming expert known for his Funny or Die series Gay of Thrones and as the host of the biweekly podcast, Getting Curious. Texas-born

Bobby Berk is the interior designer with his own self-titled design company specializing in hip, minimalist urban luxury designs.

Karamo Brown, the culture expert, has spent a lot of time in front of the camera on The Real World, Dr. Drew on Call, HuffPost Live, and Access Hollywood Live. He also founded 6in10, an organization that provides mental health support and education to the LGBTQ+ community. Together, they make up the Fab Five.

DAVID COLLINS is a three-time Emmy
Award–winning producer and co-owner
of Scout Productions, a film and televi-
sion company. He is the creator and exec-
utive producer of the Emmy-nominated
Queer Eye, which launched unscripted
programming on Netflix worldwide and
is one of the most-buzzed-about shows
of 2018. A critical and social media phe-
nomenon, season 2 dropped in June.




Collins led on the original Queer
Eye for the Straight Guy, which took
home Emmys, two GLAAD awards, a
Producers Guild of America “Producer
of Year” award, among many other
honors. Airing in over 120 countries
with 19 original formats, Queer Eye was
a vanguard contributor to the personal
transformation reality boom of the
past decade and a half. That series was
created with his groundbreaking “Make
Better” network model of storytelling,
which immediately became the cor-
nerstone of Bravo’s network model and
inspired scores of subsequent personal
improvement reality programs.

Beyond Queer Eye, David has
executive produced programs for Net-
flix, Bravo, ABC, NBC, IFC, A&E,
VH1, and more. Recently the com-
pany expanded into short form for the
NBCUniversal venture Bluprint’s “Blank
Wall Overhaul.”

MICHAEL WILLIAMS is an Academy and
Emmy Award–winning producer and
co-owner of Scout Productions. Over
the course of his career, Michael has
achieved considerable industry recogni-
tion, including an Oscar for producing
Errol Morris’s documentary The Fog of
War, an Emmy for executive producing
the barrier-breaking Queer Eye for the
Straight Guy, and an Emmy for OWN:
Oprah Winfrey Network’s Home Made
Simple. Queer Eye, in particular, also
earned Michael the 2004 PGA Producer
of the Year Award. He is currently execu-
tive producing the all-new Queer Eye.




ROB ERIC is an Emmy Award–winning
television producer, film producer, and
author who has developed and cre-
ated media for screens large and small
alongside producing partners Michael
Williams and David Collins for more
than ten years. He has produced for net-
works such as ABC, CBS, ABC Family,
Bravo, HGTV, OWN, HBO, SONY,
and Netflix, among others, with work
ranging from interview and documentary
series to makeover series to game shows.
More recently, he has also developed
scripted series with partners such as
Sony Pictures Television, Left Bank
Pictures, Flower Films, and Court Five
Productions. Follow Rob on Instagram
@roberic1.

MONICA CORCORAN HAREL is an
award-winning journalist and author
who writes about the culture of style for
the New York Times, ELLE, Marie Claire,
and The Hollywood Reporter. Her books
include the New York Times bestseller
Living in Style with celebrity stylist
Rachel Zoe and The Fashion File with
costume designer Janie Bryant. She also
creates custom content and has worked
with clients such as Morgan Stanley,
Estée Lauder, and Lionsgate Films. She
lives in Los Angeles with her husband
and their daughter, Tess Darling.





[image: image]


FIRST THINGS FIRST:
YOU’RE ALREADY FANTASTIC, HONEY.

You just need to learn how to work it. Don’t worry; the Fab Five is here to help you become your best self.

Whether you are craving a little advice or in need of a total make-better, get ready to celebrate what makes you you and put a smile on that gorge face. Becoming your best self is about building a life that’s tailored to your tastes, well-rounded, and, most important, filled with humor and understanding. Get to know Antoni, Tan, Jonathan, Bobby, and Karamo as they take your life from basic to beautiful. Through intimate tell-alls and behind-the-scenes exclusives, they’ll also let you in on their own unique stories about who they were before they were, well, Fab. From deciding what color to paint your accent wall to applying a nightly moisturizer, they’ll arm you with everything you need to know, both small and big, so you can tackle the everyday quandaries (Yaaas! Rock that French tuck) and overcome whatever may be standing in your way.

It’s your life – design it well.
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This book is 100 percent
dedicated to our fans.
We love you.
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INTRODUCTION




Left to right: Executive producers Rob Eric, David Collins, and Michael Williams




People always ask us, “How did it all begin?” Before we launch into that story, we should intro-  


duce ourselves. We’re David Collins, Michael Williams, and Rob Eric, the executive  


producers of Queer Eye, and we all work together with a gang of scruffy dogs in a little  


cottage-turned-office in Los Angeles. Our company is called Scout Productions. Yes,  


we’re the guys who decided to reboot Queer Eye for the Straight Guy—which originally  


debuted more than fifteen years ago—and we couldn’t be happier that you love it. (That  


seems like a safe assumption since you picked up this book.) If you watched  
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Above right: David
Collins on the Queer Eye
set in Kansas City.

Below right: The
Scout Productions team,
left to right, Michael
Williams, Trent Johnson,
David Collins, Joel Chiodi,
and Rob Eric.




the original series on Bravo, welcome back. If you’re new to Queer Eye culture, let’s take  


you back to the beginning.

The year was 2001. We—Michael and David—were living in Boston and producing  


independent movies together. One sunny afternoon in the fall, we were at an art gallery  


opening when we saw a woman berating her disheveled husband for his untucked shirt  


and messy hair. “Look at you. Why did you wear those socks? Why can’t you dress more  


like them?” she said, pointing to a group of gay men drinking wine in the corner. She was  


so loud that everyone in the gallery heard her—and winced.

Without missing a beat, the guys rushed over to the poor husband’s defense like knights  


in designer armor. “Ease up,” they said to the woman. “Just give him a chance.” They told  


the man to tuck in his shirt, fix his messy hair, and then said, “See? He’s not that bad.” In  


essence, they showed the wife that she married the right guy, but he just needed a little help  


and some kindness. Inspiration struck at that moment.




David looked at Michael and said, “Oh my God!  


Did you see that? That’s our TV show.”

“What show?” Michael asked.

David replied, “Queer eye for the straight guy!”

Eighteen months later, Queer Eye for the Straight Guy  


starring Carson Kressley, Thom Filicia, Ted Allen, Kyan  


Douglas, and Jai Rodriguez debuted on Bravo and became  


a huge breakout hit. A huge part of that success was thanks  


to another executive producer named David Metzler, the  


“Straight Guy” to David’s “Queer Eye” on the show; Rob  


hadn’t yet joined the team. (Fun fact: Rob actually  


auditioned to be the grooming expert on the  


original Queer Eye in 2002. At the time, he was  


roommates with Carson Kressley, who ultimately  


got the part of the style expert. Personally,  


we think Rob landed an even better role when he  


signed on to be part of Scout Productions.)

What a lot of people don’t know is that the word  


“queer” was considered way too risqué for a TV show title  





in the early 2000s. In fact, in the state of New York—of all places!—it was illegal to even  


use “queer” in the name of a business. But we pushed for it anyway. We wanted to take  


back the word, which had become an insult, and make it our own.
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Above: David, Karamo, and Tan in the field shooting.

Left, top to bottom: The moment after the show was nominated for an Emmy.
Producers Rachelle Mendez, Rob Eric, David Collins, and Jen Lane are joined by Netflix
executive Jenn Levy. Jen Lane and Rob Eric shooting season 2. Five of the executive
producers immediately following the 2018 Emmy win; from left to right, Jen Lane,
David Collins, Michael Williams, Rob Eric, and Rachelle Mendez.


Opposite: Scout Productions team, left to right, Trent Johnson, Michael Williams,
David Collins and Coco, Joel Chiodi and Pickle, and Rob Eric and Tiberius.
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Since then, the LGBTQ community has made incredible strides: We can get mar-  


ried; in most states, we have rights in the workplace; and “queer” is now a term of empow-  


erment. It’s a whole new cultural landscape. What better time to bring back Queer Eye.  


But even more important, the show, at its core, was always about  


positivity and uniting people. With our country divided on so many  


issues, we imagined the modern version as even more of a bridge to  


bring people together. David kept saying, “People need a show right  


now that makes them feel good.”

   We also knew that our reboot would have to be as impactful as  


the original show. After lots of development meetings and countless  


take-out containers, we figured out how to finesse the formula. First of  


all, we took the Fab Five, who helped only men in the New York metro-  


politan area on the old show, to places where they would meet all types  


of people—especially our “heroes”—with completely different values.  


We wanted them to roll into towns where they stood out and won over  


locals by being themselves. Let’s just say that you don’t see a group of  


gay men on many street corners in the rural South—even in the tiny town of Gay, Georgia.  


But in order to bring people together, you have to share your personal experiences.  


That’s how we bond. On the original show, the guys didn’t talk about coming out or dis-  


cuss their boyfriends. (Back then, lots of gay people didn’t feel safe talking openly about  


their personal lives either.) We like to say that the first Fab Five flew in like superheroes,  


saved the day, and flew out. Not anymore. This time around, you get to know the guys  


intimately. You learn that Bobby grew up as an evangelical Southern boy, while Tan,  


who is Middle Eastern, married a Mormon cowboy. We get to tell all of their fascinating  


stories, as they share their victories and their vulnerabilities. The result is a much deeper  


shared experience than any superhero moment.

Which brings us to how we found the new Fab Five. We knew we wanted a diverse  


cast that felt more representative of the world we live in. The search took months and we  


met thousands of experts in grooming, food and wine, style, culture, and home design. In  


the end, it was down to forty guys and casting felt a lot like speed dating. We realized that  


their chemistry was key to the success of the show so we played mix-and-match with dif-  


ferent groups to see how they worked together as a team. What we didn’t know was that  


Karamo, Tan, Bobby, Antoni, and Jonathan had already bonded. They were on a group  


text chain throughout the casting process.

Why those guys? Well, Karamo killed us with his confidence and his ability to get  





Left: Queer Eye creator
and executive producer
David Collins.



12  •  QUEER EYE



[image: image]


right to the interior of someone. Here was this single dad, handsome as hell, and so  


thoughtful. Tan epitomized our mantra of style, taste, and class even before he opened his  


mouth. Once we heard that charming accent and felt how sincere he was, we were sold.  


Bobby wowed us with his incredible talent as an interior designer, and we knew he would  


have the stamina to handle a huge project on every episode. We were aware of Jonathan’s  


hilarious persona from his cult web series, Gay of Thrones, but we didn’t come to know the  


depth of his innate kindness, smarts, and curiosity until later. He’s a walking Wikipedia  


page! Plus, his unabashed sense of self and openness reminded us that everyone wants to  


be someone who can smile and say, “I am who I am, baby. Love it or leave it!”

Now, Antoni was originally part of another team of five when we were casting for chem-  


istry, but the other four guys rallied for him like a brother. He had a passion for food that we  


just hadn’t ever seen before. He genuinely wanted to teach the whole world how to cook.

Ultimately, we knew this Fab Five had enough heart to genuinely help people. And for  


the record, they don’t get any information on our “heroes” before they meet them. That’s a  


rule we never bend or break. On every episode, they blast into people’s lives like tornadoes  


and build up their confidence through kindness, care, and humor. You  


see how that newfound confidence can completely change someone’s  


life. For us, the payoff is that transformation and how it inspires a  


person to grow, take a chance, or face an emotional challenge.

We’re pretty sure those breakthroughs have made you diehard  


fans, too.

The Fab Five hear from you all of the time through social media.  


But every day, we receive letters and emails from people—like you—  


who share how the show has changed their lives. Just knowing that  


Queer Eye not only entertains but has also become a force of good tells  


us that we’re doing something right. We pass your letters around the  


office. We learn from them. So don’t stop reaching out to us. Years  


ago, our little show started a conversation by introducing America to  


real gay men. With the new Queer Eye, the dialogue is now about finding common ground  


so we can all relate to each other better and respect our differences.

Times sure have changed since the first Queer Eye debuted, but the core of what we  


believe remains the same. We don’t do makeovers; we do make-betters. Ultimately, our  


heroes remind us that we’re really not that different, right? We all laugh. We all cry. (Yes,  


even we producers still tear up when we watch an episode for the seventh  


time.) But mostly, at the end of the day, we all just want to be loved.




Right: Executive
producers David Collins,
Michael Williams, and
Rob Eric.
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On Queer Eye, we literally barge into the lives of our “heroes” to  

learn all about them. Antoni wants to know exactly what they  

ate for breakfast. Jonathan runs his fingers through their hair.  

Karamo inevitably makes them cry—in a good way, of course.  

We do this because we know how important it is to make a  

deep and meaningful connection. We ask questions because  

we care. Our interaction with our heroes is fast and furious.  

But it’s definitely not fleeting.

We stay in touch with all of them. Bobby gets texts in the  

middle of the night about where to move a sofa. Tan approves  

new slim-cut jeans via FaceTime. The point is that being on  

Queer Eye means making lasting relationships that transcend  

a TV show. When we signed up to be the new Fab Five, not one  
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of us realized just how much of an impact we could make on  

people’s lives. We weren’t even certain that you, the fans, would  

let us into your homes—much less make this movement a cul-  

tural phenomenon.

But now we know. As Jonathan likes to say, “It’s kind of like  

how Britney Spears felt after her first album.” That means it’s  

surreal but it also feels great. We’re thrilled that people like you  

want more positivity and human connection in your lives. For  

us, Queer Eye is about the realization that we’re all similar in so  

many ways, no matter where we live or what we wear or whom  

we choose to love.

We’re just as surprised by how much we love each other,  

too! (Full disclosure: Tan had a thing for Karamo and Jonathan  

on the very first day we all met.) Our dynamic is always chang-  

ing, but Karamo likes to describe us as a family: He’s the hot dad  

(of course), Bobby is the get-it-all-done mom, Tan is the nice big  

brother, Antoni is the eager-to-please middle child, and Jona-  

than is the beautiful baby who brings us all so much joy.

At the end of the day, though, we know that connecting is  

all about quid pro quo. We have lives outside of Queer Eye, and  

we also have pretty fascinating backstories to share about the  

paths that led us to where we are today. Were we always this  

Fab? (Yes, but thanks for asking.) But who doesn’t remember  

what we said as kids when we wanted to get to know each  

other: “You tell me your story. I’ll tell you mine.”
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