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Introduction

About Paper 3

Paper 3 The British experience of warfare, c1790–1918, combines a depth study of Britain at war overseas with a broader thematic study of the changing role of government in preparing the nation for war, c1790–1918. Paper 3 tests you against two Assessment Objectives: AO1 and AO2.

AO1 tests your ability to:


•  organise and communicate your own knowledge

•  analyse and evaluate key features of the past

•  make supported judgements

•  deal with concepts of cause, consequence, change, continuity, similarity, difference and significance.



On Paper 1, AO1 tasks require you to write essays from your own knowledge.

AO2 tests your ability to:


•  analyse and evaluate source material from the past

•  explore the value of source material by considering its historical context.



On Paper 2, the AO2 task requires you to write an essay which analyses two sources from the period you have studied.

Paper 3 is worth 30 per cent of your A-level.

Structure

Paper 3 is structured around two themes and five key topics. The exam is divided into three sections, which relate to different aspects of your course.



	Aspect of the course
	Exam



	
Topic 1: Britain and the French Wars, 1793–1815

Topic 2: The Crimean War, 1854–56

Topic 3: The second Boer War, 1899–1902

Topic 4: Trench warfare on the Western Front, 1914–18

Topic 5: War in the air, 1914–18

	
Section A (AO2) and Section B (AO1)




	
Theme 1: Changes in organising the military

Theme 2: Changes in the role of the people

	
Section C (AO1)




The exam

The Paper 3 exam lasts for 2 hours and 15 minutes and is divided into three sections.

Section A and Section B test the depth of your historical knowledge of the five topics:


•  Section A requires you to answer one compulsory question concerning a single source. You should spend 15 to 20 minutes reading the source and planning your answer, and around 35 to 40 minutes writing the essay.

•  Section B requires you to write one essay from a choice of two. As this is a depth paper, questions can be set on single events. Section B essays usually tests your knowledge on a shorter period than Section C. You should spend 35 to 40 minutes on Section B.



Section C requires you to answer one question from a choice of two. Questions in Section C will focus on the two themes and will cover at least 100 years. Questions can focus on either theme, or may test knowledge of both themes. You should spend 35 to 40 minutes on Section C.

How to use this book

This book has been designed to help you to develop the knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in this exam. Each section is made up of a series of topics organised into double-page spreads. On the left-hand page, you will find a summary of the key content you need to learn. Words in bold in the key content are defined in the glossary.

On the right-hand page, you will find exam-focused activities. Together, these two strands of the book will take you through the knowledge and skills essential for exam success.

There are three levels of exam-focused activities.


•  Band 1 activities are designed to develop the foundational skills needed to pass the exam. [image: ]

•  Band 2 activities are designed to build on the skills developed in Band 1 activities and to help you achieve a C grade. [image: ]

•  Band 3 activities are designed to enable you to access the highest grades. [image: ]



Some of the activities have answers or suggested answers online. These can be found at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes. These have the following symbol to indicate this: [image: ]

Each section ends with an exam-style question and model high-level answer with commentary. This should give you guidance on what is required to achieve the top grades.


1 Britain and the French Wars, 1793–1815

Facing the French threat on land, 1793–1815

The British Army, 1793–1815

Defeat in the American Revolutionary War (1775–83) tarnished the British Army’s image.

The problem of recruitment

France, which had a system of conscription, was able to muster armies of hundreds of thousands. Britain could not match such numbers. In 1793 its army amounted to 40,000 men. Britain’s regular soldiers were volunteers. Finding the requisite manpower was difficult because army pay was poor and discipline harsh.

Army officers

Traditionally most officers were from the landed gentry. Rich fathers bought sons an ensign’s commission. The sons then bought promotions as vacancies appeared. Wealth mattered more than talent. However, the purchase system’s impact can be exaggerated.


•  Commissions were not purchased in the Royal Artillery or the Royal Engineers.

•  The Duke of York introduced reforms ensuring that officers had to serve two years before they could purchase a captaincy and six years before they could become a major.

•  Many officers led efficiently and courageously.



The army’s composition

The army comprised three main branches – cavalry, infantry and artillery.


•  By 1808, Britain had 20 cavalry regiments, in theory comprising some 900 men. However, regiments on campaign rarely mustered more than 650 men.

•  By 1808, Britain had 103 infantry regiments. Most comprised two battalions. While one battalion served abroad, the other remained at home. The first battalion had about 950 officers and men, but disease and casualties meant that battalions often went into battle with 550 men. The infantry’s main weapon was the Brown Bess musket which was only accurate up to 100 yards. Even experienced soldiers could rarely fire more than three shots a minute. In a defensive battle, British infantry stood in a line usually two ranks deep. The French invariably attacked in columns – often 170 men wide and 24 ranks deep. While columns were an awesome spectacle, only the first two ranks could fire. Columns, therefore, rarely broke through a British line.

•  British guns could hit a target at about 1,000 yards. They fired round shot, canister and shells. The army was short of heavy guns which could batter down the walls of fortresses.



The military situation, 1793–1809

After 1793 the army was engaged in campaigns in Europe and around the world.

The French Revolutionary War 1793–1802

The main British effort was against French possessions in the Caribbean. By 1798, British forces had captured several French, Spanish and Dutch islands. 40,000 soldiers died of yellow fever and other diseases.

British success in India

In 1797, Arthur Wellesley (see page 8) was sent on military duty to India. His brother Richard arrived in Calcutta as Governor-General the following year. Richard soon relied upon Arthur’s military ability. In 1803, war broke out with the Mahratta Confederacy. In September 1803, Wellesley, with 7,000 men, attacked an Indian army of 40,000 at Assaye, winning a major victory. Two months later he triumphed at Argaum.

The Napoleonic War 1803–9

After 1803, British forces set about re-capturing colonies handed to France and its allies by the Treaty of Amiens (1802). Not all expeditions were successful.


•  Efforts to capture Spanish colonies in South America ended in failure in 1807.

•  In 1809, a 44,000-strong force was dispatched to capture Flushing and Antwerp. 4,000 died of disease on the island of Walchern before the army returned to Britain.
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[image: ] Simple essay style

Below is a sample exam-style question. Use your own knowledge and the information on the opposite page to produce a plan for this question. Choose four general points and provide three pieces of specific information to support each general point. Once you have planned your essay, write the introduction and conclusion for it. The introduction should list the points to be discussed in the essay. The conclusion should summarise the key points and justify which point was the most important.


To what extent did the British Army achieve its aims in the years 1793–1809?
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[image: ] Introducing an argument

Below are a sample exam-style question, a list of key points to be made in the essay and a simple introduction and conclusion for the essay. Read the question, the plan and the introduction and conclusion. Rewrite the introduction and conclusion in order to develop an argument.


To what extent was the British Army a force to be reckoned with in the years 1793–1809?



Key points


•  The size of the army

•  The nature of the army

•  The army’s weaponry

•  Military achievements, 1793–1802

•  Military achievements, 1803–9



Introduction
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The British Army had a poor reputation in 1793. The army’s reputation was not greatly enhanced by its actions in the first fifteen years of the wars against France. The army was small in number, had difficulty recruiting and was commanded by men of wealth rather than talent.

[image: ]



Conclusion
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Thus, the army did little to worry France in the years 1793–1809. It was unable to challenge France on the continent of Europe. Its only success came overseas – in India and the Caribbean. It was greatly in need of reform.

[image: ]
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The role of Wellington in the defeat of the French

The Peninsular War

Between 1808 and 1814, British troops were engaged in the Peninsular War, fighting for control of the Iberian Peninsula (essentially Spain and Portugal).

Early battles, 1808–9

In 1808, Spain and Portugal rose in revolt against French rule. Sir Arthur Wellesley commanded a 15,000-strong army which was sent to Portugal. After defeating a French army at Vimeiro, (French losses 2,000, British losses 720) he was replaced as commander by Sir Hew Dalrymple. Dalrymple was dismissed after agreeing that French soldiers in Portugal should be transported back to France on British ships.

In October 1808, Sir John Moore, the new commander of British forces in Portugal, marched into Spain hoping to cooperate with the Spanish in expelling the French from the country. But Napoleon invaded Spain in November with a force of 200,000 men and crushed Spanish forces. Moore’s army retreated to Corunna where it fought French pursuers (16 January 1809). Moore was killed but the battle enabled 26,000 British troops to escape.

Wellesley returns

In April 1809, Wellesley was given command of British and Portuguese forces in Portugal.


•  Within a few weeks he drove French troops from Oporto.

•  In July, Wellesley’s 20,000-strong army crossed into Spain. On 27–28 July, he defeated a 50,000-strong French army at Talavera in a fiercely fought battle.

•  He was now forced to retreat to Portugal, where he remained on the defensive.

•  Wellesley now became Viscount Wellington.



Massena’s invasion of Portugal

In 1810, Marshal Massena advanced into Portugal with 65,000 men. Wellington fought a successful defensive battle at Busaco (27 September), before retreating towards Lisbon. Massena followed. In mid-October his forces reached the war’s best kept secret – the lines of Torres Vedras. Wellington had ordered the construction of the lines – a network of formidable defences – in 1809. Massena was eventually forced to retreat into Spain in March 1811, having lost some 25,000 men. Portugal was now virtually free from French control.

The War: 1811–14


•  Wellington’s troops repelled two attacks on Fuentes de Onoro (May 1811).

•  In early 1812, British forces captured Cuidad Rodrigo and Badajoz.

•  Wellington won an important victory at Salamanca (22 July 1812) and entered Madrid in triumph.

•  He reached Burgos in mid-September. But French armies threatened his rear, forcing him to retreat to Portugal.

•  On 21 June 1813, Wellington defeated a 66,000-strong French army at Vitoria.

•  He won a series of battles in the Pyrenees in July.

•  In November, his army crossed into France and pressed northwards.

•  In April 1814, Prussian, Russian and Austrian forces entered Paris. Napoleon abdicated and was exiled to the island of Elba.



Reasons for British success


•  Wellington’s leadership was vital. He never lost a battle.

•  The British Army surpassed the French in every department – except numbers.

•  Once Portuguese and Spanish troops were put under British command, they fought well.

•  The Spanish and Portuguese people’s stubborn resistance to French rule was crucially important.

•  The Royal Navy conveyed supplies and transported troops.



The Battle of Waterloo

In 1815, Napoleon returned from exile and re-established his authority in France. The alliance powers of Britain, Russia, Austria and Prussia immediately declared war on France. Napoleon advanced northwards with 120,000 men hoping to annihilate the allied army, in (what is today) Belgium, commanded by Wellington, and the Prussian Army, commanded by Marshal Blücher. On 16 June, Napoleon defeated the Prussians at Ligny. Meanwhile, British and French forces fought a drawn battle at Quatre Bras. Believing that the Prussian Army had been crushed, Napoleon marched against Wellington. Wellington positioned his army on a low ridge near Waterloo. On 18 June, Napoleon attacked but Wellington’s army held firm. As Prussian troops began arriving on the battlefield, Napoleon was defeated. Wellington’s army suffered 15,000 casualties, Blücher’s 7,000 and Napoleon’s 25,000.
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[image: ] Mind map

Use the information on the opposite page to add detail to the mind map below, so that you gain a greater understanding of the achievements of Wellington after 1808.
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[image: ] Spectrum of significance

Below are a sample exam-style question and a list of general points which could be used to answer the question. Use your own knowledge and the information on the opposite page to reach a judgement about the importance of these general points to the question posed. Write numbers on the spectrum below to indicate their relative importance. Having done this, write a brief justification of your placement, explaining why some of these factors are more important than others. The resulting diagram could form the basis of an essay plan.


To what extent was British success in the Peninsular War the result of Wellington’s leadership?
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1  Wellington’s leadership qualities

2  The role of the British Army

3  The role of the Royal Navy

4  The resistance of the Spanish and Portuguese people

5  Napoleon’s problems elsewhere in Europe
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Facing the French at sea, 1793–1815

The Royal Navy in 1793

The navy had long been regarded as Britain’s ‘senior service’. Its strength had greatly assisted British success in most of the wars waged with France in the eighteenth century. However, the War of American Independence (1775–83) had ended in British defeat. While Britain lost its American colonies, the navy ensured that Britain escaped invasion. After 1783, Britain kept a considerable number of ships at sea. This meant that its navy was reasonably well prepared for war in 1793.

Naval warfare in the late eighteenth century

Ships were built of wood and were dependent on sails for movement.


•  Ships of the line carried more than 70 guns and had crews of hundreds of men.

•  Frigates, which carried fewer guns and men, were faster. They were in continual action, patrolling, scouting or conveying merchantmen.



The navy’s strength was based on discipline and teamwork, especially the ability to fire guns swiftly and effectively.

Blockade

From 1793 onwards, the navy blockaded enemy ports, hoping to prevent ships getting out to sea. Two methods were used:


•  a close blockade where the main fleet sailed near to the enemy port

•  an open blockade where the main fleet was in a home port or miles away at sea, while frigates patrolled enemy ports, informing the main fleet if the enemy put to sea.



The naval war, 1793–7


•  In 1793, Admiral Hood seized Toulon, France’s main Mediterranean naval base. A French army soon forced him to abandon the port.

•  The navy also blockaded French ports on the Atlantic coast. In 1794, Lord Howe fought a French fleet escorting a grain convoy from the USA. The battle, named the Glorious First of June, was a British victory, Howe’s fleet capturing or sinking seven enemy ships.

•  In 1796, Holland and Spain changed sides, joining France. The navy was now seriously strained. In 1797, Admiral Jervis encountered a Spanish fleet almost twice the size of his own at the Battle of Cape St Vincent. Aided by skilful captains, like Horatio Nelson and Cuthbert Collingwood, Jervis won an impressive victory.



Naval mutiny

In April 1797, the fleet at Spithead refused a command to put to sea. Discontent centred on pay, the quality of food and brutal officers. Following a petition to the Admiralty, the government agreed to raise wages. A fresh mutiny on 7 May, led by petty officers, the backbone of the navy, was well-handled by Lord Howe who guaranteed that the men’s demands would be met.

On 12 May, sailors at the Nore mutinied. They had more far-reaching demands including the power of veto over officers. The Nore mutineers were joined by the North Sea Fleet. For a few weeks Britain seemed defenceless. The government took steps to isolate and starve the mutineers. The mutiny ended in mid-June when moderate sailors wrested control from the radicals. Twenty-nine mutineers were executed.

For a few weeks, it seemed that the navy’s most valuable asset – its discipline – was on the verge of collapse. The navy’s reputation was restored at the Battle of Camperdown (October 1797) when Admiral Duncan’s North Sea Fleet destroyed a Dutch fleet.

The situation in 1797

Despite Camperdown, Britain’s outlook seemed bleak:


•  French invasion remained a serious threat

•  a large French army and fleet at Toulon was preparing to sail – no one was sure where.
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[image: ] Complete the paragraph      [image: ]

Below are a sample exam-style question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. The paragraph contains a point and a concluding explanatory link back to the question, but lacks examples. Complete the paragraph, adding examples in the space provided.


How accurate is it to say that the Royal Navy ruled the waves in the years 1793–7?
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The naval mutinies in 1797 were a threat to Britain’s naval supremacy.

___________________________

___________________________

[image: ]
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Accordingly, for a few weeks in mid-1797, the Royal Navy did not rule the waves and Britain might well have been invaded.
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[image: ] Eliminate irrelevance      [image: ]

Below are a sample exam-style question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. Read the paragraph and identify parts of the paragraph that are not directly relevant to the question. Draw a line through the information that is not relevant and justify your deletions in the margin.


How accurate is it to say that the Royal Navy’s supremacy in the years 1793-7 was based on the skill of its naval leaders?




[image: ]

In 1795 Sir John Jervis took over command in the Mediterranean, replacing Hood. Jervis, who loathed inefficiency, set about whipping the fleet into shape. He forged an excellent relationship with those officers (like Nelson) whom he trusted and respected. In 1796 the situation deteriorated when the Netherlands and Spain changed sides, joining France against Britain. The Royal Navy, now facing far more enemy ships, was seriously strained. The main British fleet was stationed at Spithead (off Portsmouth), leaving just fifteen battleships to blockade Brest, where double that number of French ships were preparing to break out. Jervis, meanwhile, stationed the bulk of his force off Cadiz, facing the main Spanish fleet. On 14 February 1797 Jervis’s fleet encountered a Spanish force almost twice the size of his own at the Battle of Cape St Vincent. Confident in the skills of his men, Jervis attacked, his ships cutting through the enemy line. Jervis knew that the Royal Navy’s strength was the discipline and teamwork of his men. While some operated guns, others worked aloft, furling and unfurling sails. The gunners were particularly well-trained. The speed at which guns fired usually determined the outcome of naval battles. Jervis’s seamen could unleash a broadside every minute and a half – much faster than their enemies. Nelson played a major role. Acting with speed and courage, he boarded and captured the much larger San Josef. Jervis won a great victory, capturing four enemy ships and driving the rest back into Cadiz. He was now ennobled as the Earl of St Vincent and soon became the head of the Channel Fleet.
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The role of Nelson in defeating the French

Horatio Nelson inspired men and fellow officers, winning their trust and affection. His hallmark as a commander was simple: get in close to the enemy and let British gunnery do the talking.

The Battle of the Nile, 1798

In 1798, Napoleon Bonaparte left Toulon with thirteen battleships and 280 transports carrying nearly 50,000 men. His destination was Egypt. Nelson was given the task of destroying the French fleet. He found the French fleet at the mouth of the River Nile on 1 August. While both fleets were similar in strength, superior British gunnery devastated the French. Only two French ships escaped. The stunning victory enabled the Royal Navy to regain control of the Mediterranean.

The Battle of Copenhagen, 1801

In 1801, Admiral Parker commanded a Baltic fleet sent to Copenhagen to deal with the potential threat from Denmark’s fleet. Parker gave Nelson, his second-in-command, the task of leading the attack on Copenhagen (2 April 1801). Nelson sailed into a narrow strip of water, lined with Danish warships, gun batteries on rafts and shore forts. At one stage, worried at Danish resistance, Parker signalled Nelson to discontinue the action. Nelson ignored the signal and proceeded to force Denmark’s Crown Prince to agree to a truce. Three Danish ships were sunk and twelve captured.

The situation, 1803–5

In 1803, Nelson was given command of the Mediterranean Fleet. His main task was to keep watch on the French fleet in Toulon, commanded by Villeneuve. In 1804, the situation deteriorated when Spain allied with France. The two countries had 102 battleships. The Royal Navy had 83. If Napoleon could concentrate his ships in the English Channel, a French invasion was a serious possibility.

Napoleon’s plan was for Villeneuve to evade Nelson, lure him to the Caribbean

The Battle of Trafalgar, 1805


The impact of Trafalgar



•  In 1807, Britain banned trade with any ports complying with Napoleon’s Berlin Decrees. British ships stopped and searched any neutral ship suspected of trading with the enemy.

•  The navy transported troops and supplies to Spain and Portugal.

•  The navy enabled Britain to seize French and Dutch colonies.

•  British frigates terrorised European coastlines, tying down large numbers of enemy troops.

•  The navy fought a naval war with the USA (1812–14), eventually blockading most American ports.
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The impact of the French Wars on the British economy, 1793–1815

The British economy


Industrial growth



•  Cotton production increased threefold between 1793 and 1813.

•  Iron and steel manufacturing output increased fourfold during the same period.

•  While most of British industry was still powered by watermills, steam power was growing in importance. By 1805, 112 steam engines were operating in London.



Agricultural growth


Commerce and finance



Canals


British trade


The East India Company



•  It exported great quantities of goods to India and the Far East.

•  Its ships brought back vital materials, including saltpetre, an essential ingredient in gunpowder manufacture.

•  Its ships were chartered to transport troops abroad.

•  It swelled the government’s coffers through the payment of high duties on Asian imports, especially tea.



Military production


The situation by 1815
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	Cotton production increased threefold between 1793 and 1813.
	 
	 



	Iron and steel manufacturing output increased fourfold between 1793 and 1813.
	 
	 



	The British government was able to pay for the cost of the war.
	 
	 



	Napoleon’s Continental System did not unduly damage the British economy.
	 
	 



	British success in the French Wars was mainly due to the Royal Navy.
	 
	 



	Canal development continued through the war years.
	 
	 



	The East India Company greatly assisted the British war effort.
	 
	 



	High wartime prices for foodstuffs created prosperity for farmers and encouraged investment in farming.
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Why did Britain triumph?

Military factors


The navy’s role


The army’s role


Foreign support


Other factors


British governments



The British economy


Funding war


Government bureaucracy


Popular support for the war
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Exam focus
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