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The World

Alice and Eliot ate their breakfast of leftovers in silence. They were slowly getting their brains in gear for the work they had to do for that day. When they were done eating, they checked their schedules for the day.

He said, “Looks like more crafting orders. I’ll be busy working on those and tending to the plants. But I can leave your part of the orders up to you and clean the greenhouse.”

She smiled. “I have crafting and some tarot readings today that I can do after lunch.  So, I have time to get the last card and study it before lunch. It’s such a relief to know that I can finish studying all the cards.”

She filled a sink with soapy water and he cleared the table. They put the dishes in the soapy water to soak. He walked to the greenhouse and turned on music. He got right to the orders and tending to the plants. She walked to the tarot reading room and grabbed the last card from the special deck.

She turned and walked into the hallway and up the stairs. She walked into their room and sat down at her desk. She set the card down and quickly found the corresponding cards in her decks. She smiled at the three different versions of the World card. She opened her notebook and grabbed her pen.

She took her notes and filled up the rest of her notebook. She smiled as she studied. She was so happy it was the last card. She felt a cycle ending and new one beginning. She lost track of time as she always did.

As soon as she heard her husband cooking in the kitchen, she set her pen down. She stood up and left their room. She walked down the stairs and into the kitchen. Klio and Klia were chasing each other throughout the house. Alice and Eliot laughed at their antics. She set the table and grabbed drinks. He finished cooking and served them.

She kissed him and he smiled. They sat down.

He asked, “What is the card of the day?”

Madeline appeared in the kitchen and waited for the answer they all knew already.

Alice answered, “The World.”

Madeline asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is perfection, Eden, fulfillment, the end of a path to wisdom, spirit and life everlasting, a pleasant outcome, realization, completeness, stability, completion, compensation, continuity, wealth, peace, marriage, children, emigration, travel, or completing a goal or lesson.”

Madeline nodded. “What is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is shortcomings, falling short of a goal, and disappointment.”

Madeline nodded. “Very good. You’ve done well and now I know you will be fine without me.” She disappeared.

Eliot smiled. “I see you completed your study of tarot.”

Alice smiled and nodded. “It feels good to finish it. I wonder if anything will change now other than I should be fine giving tarot readings.”

They enjoyed their lunch without more words. They finished and cleared the table. They put the dishes in the soapy water. He wiped down the stove and counters while she put away the leftovers in the fridge. Then they walked to the greenhouse. He went in search of the plants they needed for the back orders. She got right to work on her toiletry items. Soon, she was finishing up the orders and sealing up boxes. She set the boxes to the side where the delivery person would be able to pick them up easily.

Then she checked the smaller orders and back stock. Clients came and went. The delivery person arrived with a big smile. They picked up the boxes and loaded their vehicle. They waved to both Alice and Eliot who waved back.

She finished crafting the toiletry items before he was done with the back stock. She hugged him and stepped out of the greenhouse. She closed the door behind her to meet one of her tarot clients.

They smiled and she led them into the house through the front door. They walked into the tarot reading room and sat down. Alice picked a deck and shuffled it.

The client said, “I’m wondering about the romance I’ve been having.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—the Lovers, reversed King of Swords and 10 of Pentacles. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see indeed that the romance was quite sudden and passionate, but something is off with your partner. They are showing up as a narcissist. They are abusive and don’t treat you well. However, in spite of that you will find a way to escape from them that will lead to your happiness and financial security.”

The client’s eyes widened. “So, I can get away and be better off without them.”

Alice nodded. “Yes, it’s often the case that people who are able to get out of abusive relationships tend to do better without their abusers. The survivors tend to pull themselves together and become successful in ways the narcissist insisted they couldn’t.”

The client smiled. “Then I will work to get out of this relationship. Thank you.”

Alice led them out of the house and found the next client ready to go. She led the next one into the tarot reading room. They sat down and she shuffled the cards.

The client said, “I’ve just met someone and I’m wondering what to expect.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—reversed King of Cups, the Devil and reversed 10 of Cups. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see the person you met is a trickster with a flaring temper. They are not to be trusted. However, there is passion and you feel tempted by them that will make it hard to resist. This will lead to petty jealousies that will hurt.”

The client nodded. “I see. So, they aren’t what they appear to be. I need to be careful  and do my best to resist. Thank you, I will keep that in mind.”

Alice led them out of the house and found the next client ready for a reading. She led them into the tarot reading room. They both sat down and she shuffled the deck.

The client said, “I think I’ve started a new cycle, but I’m not sure what to expect.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—the Wheel, Page of Cups and the High Priestess. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see you are indeed starting a new cycle. It’s full of you learning and studying hard. This will lead you to become something better than you are right now. You will evolve as a person and grow mentally and spiritually.”

The client nodded. “Sounds good to me. Thank you.”

Alice led them out of the house. She found the next client ready for their reading. She led them into the tarot reading room and they both sat down. She shuffled the cards.

The client said, “I’m not sure about a relationship I currently have.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—reversed Queen of Swords, Death and 6 of Cups. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see the other person in this relationship is abusive. They gaslight you and sometimes they are good to you, but those times seem so fleeting. This is causing you to go through a transformation. You will leave them sooner or later. This abusive relationship can’t last. As a result, you will remember all the times you’ve spent with them. Just keep in mind that our feelings of what has happened in our lives can change over time. Our past tends to be full of good and bad things. We need to be careful that we don’t think of it being all good or all bad.”

The client nodded. “I think I understand. I know we had some good times and some bad too. I just need to remember that instead of thinking it was all good or all bad. Thank you. I will do my best to look at the memories as they were and not as I think they should have been.”

She led the client out of the house and closed the front door. She walked over to the greenhouse where Eliot was cleaning. She stepped inside and smiled at him.

He finished cleaning and smiled back at her. “I think it’s time we take some incense to the ghosts and see how they are doing.”

They walked through the house to the tarot reading room and picked up some incense. Then they walked upstairs to the attic. He lit the incense and the three ghosts appeared in the room. They were quiet at first.

James said, “Well, it’s time I said goodbye to you, Alice and Eliot.”

Klio and Klia climbed the stairs to the attic. They wrestled each other to everyone else’s amusement.

Alice said, “Oh? Well, I wasn’t expecting you to go. Actually, I didn’t think any of you ghosts would ever leave.”

James smiled. “Well, even we have to move on sooner or later. I feel it’s time I did so.”

Mr. Flowers said, “Alice, I know you will be fine now and so, I’ll be leaving too.”

Alice said, “Dad? You too? Okay. I guess it’s time for me to let you go.”

Eliot slipped his arms around Alice’s waist. “I never minded either you here in the house.”

James smiled. “Eliot, you never got in our way. You were always so respectful. I know you will be good to my granddaughter.”

Eliot smiled.

Mr. Flowers said, “I know I don’t need to worry about my daughter anymore. She’s financially independent and has someone who truly loves her. I can’t complain how her life has turned out.” He smiled. “Much better than her mother ever said it would.”

Madeline said, “I also am going to leave now. Eliot and Alice, you have both exceeded my expectations. I’m glad I asked both of you to be here and work with me. I’m so glad you two have fallen in love and got married.”

Alice and Eliot smiled.

Alice said, “You don’t like marriage.”

Madeline smiled. “No, I don’t like it for me, but for you two, it’s a good thing. Please stay together for as long as you can.”

The ghosts waved to Alice and Eliot. The young couple smiled and waved. The ghosts faded leaving the young elves and their cats alone in the attic.

Mrs. Flowers lounged on her couch. Adrian and Heath sat on living room chairs. They were unhappy that all their attempts to separate Alice and Eliot had failed.

Mrs. Flowers frowned. “Heath, I don’t know what to do now. I so wanted you to marry Alice and take care of her, but she insists on staying married to that boy.”

Heath sighed. “I know. I don’t get it either. I thought Alice and I had something special together. Then she changed.”

Adrian said, “She changed for the worse. I know I’m disappointed in her. I don’t like who she is now. She could have been more like mom and me, but she has so many insane ideas in her head that she has to be something different. Mom and I have tried for years to remake her and help her be the person we knew she should be, but nothing has worked.”

Heath nodded. “And now the police will arrest any of us who goes to their house. It’s just not fair.”

Adrian asked, “Have you heard from Zane?”

Heath shook his head. “I don’t want to ever hear from him again.” He stood up. “Well, it’s time I got going. See you around.”

Both Mrs. Flowers and Adrian said their goodbyes. Heath walked out of the house and closed the door behind him. He turned into a wolf and ran off. He didn’t care where he went for now. Then he found himself in a forest. Another wolf threatened him. Heath didn’t think. He just fought back.

The other wolf didn’t back down. Zane landed his ship nearby and stepped outside. He stood back to watch the fight. He sighed when it was clear that Heath was the loser. The  other wolf sighed and walked away. Zane approached Heath as he relaxed into his humanoid form.

Zane crouched down. “Well, Heath, what was that about?”

Heath answered, “What do I care? That wolf just wanted to fight me.”

Zane sighed. “You were on his turf. So, you fought over territory. Do you not understand wolves?”

Heath shrugged. “What’s there to understand about them? They mate and they fight over territory. What else is there?”

Zane sighed. “You don’t get it. This wolf knew you and knew he had to fight to the death to protect his family. Yet, he feels guilty about killing you.”

Heath laughed. “Wolves don’t feel things.” He coughed up blood and stopped breathing.

Zane pressed some buttons on his wrist pad. Soon an antigrav unit came out of the ship. He lifted the dead body on the unit and sent it back to his ship while he followed close behind. He took off soon afterwards.

The wolves in the area
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