
[image: cover]




YES, ANGELS ARE REAL



Bible Study and Devotional

Nita Hammersmith

[image: imglogo.png]




Yes, Angels Are Real




[image: img2.png]


CrossLink Publishing
      
www.crosslink.org



Copyright  2012 by Nita Hammersmith

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means without written permission of the author. 



Printed in the United States of America. All rights reserved under International Copyright law. 



ISBN 978-1-936746-01-9



Scripture taken from the New King James Version. Copyright  1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 





Yes, Angels Are Real, is exciting, comprehensive, and thought provoking. Nita, my wife, has always been interested in angels. Through the years, she noticed the scarcity of literature on the actual angels of the Bible. Most people are only familiar with fictional angel like characters from television, movies, and folklore. Nita has addressed this situation with a Bible based examination and contemplation of Gods amazing celestial beings. She not only offers deep spiritual knowledge with an easy reading style, she also includes emotional prayers and devotionals. 



Yes, Angels Are Real can be used for personal growth or for teaching Bible classes. Nitas original idea for the book grew out of a Ladies Bible Class. It can be used as an excellent study guide for several weeks. 



I am so proud of my wife. She has been a wonderful wife and mother. Nita is in all ways a virtuous woman and hard worker for the Lord. She has written an outstanding book, all for the Glory of God. 



All My Love, 

Richard Hammersmith 

(Authors Husband) 





Preface



I wrote this book for Bible study because of my 51 years belonging to the Lord I have never been in a class or known of anyone teaching a class on angels. Neither has anyone Ive talked to about it. Maybe the fact that they are not to be worshipped is a reason people have steered away from the subject, however there is a plethora of information about angels in the Bible and God wants us to know about the things that are written between the pages of His word. Some have written books on angels but not as a study for a class. God wants us to learn about Him and His word for our knowledge and understanding of who He is. 



I want to thank Richard Hammersmith for his love and commitment to see me through in this endeavor. I also would like to thank the Ladies Bible Class at 61st and Division Streets Church of Christ for allowing me to share and get their feedback on the subject of angels. Justine Wayne, Remona Daniels, Lois McKenzie, Geneva Roberts, Daisy Wesson, Virginia Tates, Madge Mitchell, Maggie Jemison, Karen Deaderick, JoAnne Johnson, Carla Jones, Katherine Johnson, Shirley Lange, Nikki Pilgrim, Angela Heard, Belinda Wesson, Mary Hood, Dovie Harvey, Regina Banks, Linda Cardwell, Yolanda Rogers Crystal Forest, and Sandra Jones Their questions helped me to look a little deeper into each chapter. Thank you, Ladies for your questions, your interest in this subject and for attending my classes. 
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Introduction


How many of us hear people talk about angels and wonder if there really are angels? I suspect, we have heard about angels, but most of us have never taken angels seriously, or we have never taken the time to understand their existence. If we believe the Bible is the inspired word of God then we must believe that angels are real. They have different physical features as well as seven different distinct characteristics, which are: cherubim, seraph, Archangel, fallen angels, angels in chains, Satan (who is a fallen angel), messengers and angels who are ministering spirits to those who will be saved. 


This book is an in-depth study of angels as described and written about in the Bible. As you read the pages of this book take the time to look in the word and verify those things that are written between these pages. 


Many have claimed that they have seen angels appear in their hospital rooms, on the walls of buildings, and as a vision. Some say they were saved in car accidents where there was no way they could have gotten out of without the help of God. Someone said that they were stopped next to a lane divider when they ran out of gas and someone came from across the street and gave them gas and then disappeared. Still others talk about receiving help and the person disappears before they could say thank you. Myself, I have not seen an angel at least not to my knowledge. I have experienced times in my life where I know God saved my life somehow. In fact I have been at deaths door six times and God pulled me through. Many who have claimed to have seen an angel worship them. They think they can be found in different forms as statues as women, and babies. Some people pray to them. They are not to be worshipped. 


Angels are not deity, nor were they meant to be worshipped as we worship God. Revelation 22:8-9 says, Now I John, saw and heard these things. And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel who showed me these things. Then he said to me, See that you do not do that! For I am your fellow servant and of your brothers the prophets, and those who keep the words of this book. Worship, God. Colossians 2:18 says, Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind. Paul was clear in his admonishments that some people worship angels and say that they have seen things that they have not seen. Clearly, angels do not want to be worshipped because they respect the divine order. God is above all. We are to worship God and not angels. 


While angels are not deity, they are spiritual beings. God created them to Worship and serve Him. They serve Him just as we serve Him. 


In our Bibles, Christians are admonished in Hebrews 13: 1-2, Let brotherly love continue. Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by doing so some people have unwittingly entertained angels. We read this and wonder if it is true. It is the word of God. So we must believe. Angels are real, and serve many special purposes for God. God created these beings who worship Him. He has given them tremendous power and allocated them differently. These angels are messengers from God, defenders for us, protectors of us; they are ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation. 


Angels have been depicted as babies, cupid, children, and women, but they are not babies, cupid, children, or women. When teaching this book you will probably have a difference of opinion on the sex of angels. Stand your ground and stick to scripture. 


Their bodily form has only been recorded in the masculine gender. Some theologians believe angels to be sexless. Angels are spirits not flesh, even though their appearance, in some of our scriptures, was as men. In Matthew 22: 28-30 Jesus explains to the Sadducees after they ask the question, Therefore, in the resurrection, whose wife of the seven will she be? For they all had her. Jesus answered and said to them, You are mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures nor the power of God. For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage; but are like the angels of God in heaven. By this account there is no use for gender in heaven because we will be like the angels, who have no gender and are simply proclaimed to be angels. So it would seem that the theologians are correct. Angels are in the form of man or sexless with no gender at all. 


It could be argued that they are not sexless as they have been said by some theologians to marry the daughters of men. In Genesis 6:4 we read, There were giants on the earth in those days, (speaking of the days just before the flood) and also afterward, when the sons of God went in to the daughters of men and they bore children to them. Those were mighty men who were old, men of renown. Giants in some translation are (Nephilim) and were the children of the union of angels and women. The phrase sons of God means angel as in --- Job 1:6, and Job 2:1 


On the other hand some theologians have explained this verse to mean good men (from the line of Seth) went to daughters that came from bad men (meaning the line of Cain). Maybe it was the sons of God (fallen angels) that married the daughters of men. The result __ in either case __ was that the children were called giants, (Nephilim). 


In Scripture, the word angel means messenger and though the word messenger has separate connotations, one of the ways the word is used is synonymous with or used to describe God (as in the burning bush). Messenger also refers to men and created spiritual beings whose chief attributes are their strength and wisdom. Our Bible is replete with angels foretelling the future, giving aid to prophets as well as Christ, our savior and fighting the battles of Gods people. Angels are also identified in dreams of some of the prophets. 


This is a wonderful book for a ladies Bible class. Teachers, you should provide a copy for each of your students. Go through to the Devotional and ask the students to bow their heads as you repeat the prayer. Then in the same space provided for the prayer read the scriptures to study. 


This is an in-depth study of angels. This book may be used in a class room setting or at home for private study. In a class room setting it may take as long as three months. This is an excellent study. As you prepare ask your own questions, and ask the ladies share. On the questions that are yes, or no ask the women to share why or why not to their answer and you will find very good discussions. Questions you find hard to answer just require thought and study. 


If you are studying angels for the first time take a deep breath and really look at the scriptures provided. The devotionals in each chapter give us a little time to meditate and think about the wonderful beings God created to help
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