

[image: images]



[image: ]


 

LITERARY WIT AND WISDOM

Copyright © Summersdale Publishers Ltd, 2016

All rights reserved.

No part of this book may be reproduced by any means, nor transmitted, nor translated into a machine language, without the written permission of the publishers.

Condition of Sale
This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent, resold, hired out or otherwise circulated in any form of binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

Summersdale Publishers Ltd

46 West Street

Chichester

West Sussex

PO19 1RP

UK

www.summersdale.com

eISBN: 978-1-78372-841-1


Substantial discounts on bulk quantities of Summersdale books are available to corporations, professional associations and other organisations. For details contact Nicky Douglas by telephone: +44 (0) 1243 756902, fax: +44 (0) 1243 786300 or email: nicky@summersdale.com.





CONTENTS

Cover

Title Page

Copyright

 

Editor’s Note

Writes and Wrongs

Story of My Life

Authors on the Arts

Gather Ye Rosebuds

All’s Well that Friends Well

It’s All Relative

Sticks and Stones

Age Cannot Wither Us (Very Much)

Crit Witted

Glass Half Empty

Pearls of Wisdom

The Devil and the Angel

Amore and More

Marital Hiss

Dedicated Followers of Fashion

A Quotable Feast

The Curse of the Drinking Classes

This Sporting Life

In the Sticks or the City

Scientifically Literate

More Things in Heaven and Earth…

For the Love of Books




EDITOR’S NOTE

Books are little universes that we hold in our hands. Some are eerily similar to our own, so much so that they appear to be telling our own lives back to us, with
only a sunset altered here or a new friend there. Some are wild and strange to us, filled with Amazonian warriors astride unfamiliar beasts and spaceships no bigger than our thumbnail. Some speak to us in sparse, elegant prose and verse, shorn of everything but the best words in the best order. Others fizz with the sheer ecstasy of language, bursting with words that pop and slither and hum. All contain truth.

These truths are beautiful, but just as often sharp and witty, with authors laughing as much at themselves as they do at the reader. After all, as Samuel Johnson said, ‘No man but a blockhead ever wrote, except for money.’ Indeed, sometimes they turn the knife on each other, as when Mark Twain observes ‘I go as far as to say that any library is a good library that does not contain a volume by Jane Austen. Even if it contains no other book.’ For every instance of stinging wit there can be found phrases of hope and joy: Eleanor Farjeon reminds us that ‘Love has no uttermost, as the stars have no number and the sea no rest.’

These memorable quotes, and many more, can be found in this collection of literary wit and wisdom.


WRITES AND WRONGS

There are three rules for writing the novel. Unfortunately, no one knows what they are.

W. SOMERSET MAUGHAM
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A GOOD NOVEL TELLS US THE TRUTH ABOUT ITS HERO; BUT A BAD NOVEL TELLS US THE TRUTH ABOUT ITS AUTHOR.

G. K. CHESTERTON
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When you catch an adjective, kill it.

MARK TWAIN
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WHAT IS WRITTEN WITHOUT EFFORT IS IN GENERAL READ WITHOUT PLEASURE.

SAMUEL JOHNSON
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Unprovided with original learning, unformed in the habits of thinking, unskilled in the arts of composition, I resolved to write a book.

EDWARD GIBBON

[image: ]

WRITING IS LIKE GETTING MARRIED. ONE SHOULD NEVER COMMIT ONESELF UNTIL ONE IS AMAZED AT ONE’S LUCK.

IRIS MURDOCH
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I can’t understand these chaps who go round American universities explaining how they write poems; it’s like going round explaining how you sleep with your wife.

PHILIP LARKIN
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WRITING TODAY IS LIKE STANDING STARK NAKED IN TRAFALGAR SQUARE AND BEING TOLD TO GET AN ERECTION.

LOUIS DE BERNIÈRES
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I was working on the proof of one of my poems all the morning, and took out a comma. In the afternoon I put it back again.

OSCAR WILDE

 

 

 


The most essential gift for a good writer is a built-in, shockproof, shit-detector.

ERNEST HEMINGWAY
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Literature is mostly about having sex and not much about having children. Life is the other way round.

DAVID LODGE



 

 

 

A SEQUEL IS AN ADMISSION THAT YOU’VE BEEN REDUCED TO IMITATING YOURSELF.

DON MARQUIS
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We write to taste life twice, in the moment and in retrospect.

ANAÏS NIN
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YOU NEVER HAVE TO CHANGE ANYTHING YOU GOT UP IN THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT TO WRITE.

SAUL BELLOW
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Substitute ‘damn’ every time you’re inclined to write ‘very’; your editor will delete it and the writing will be just as it should be.

MARK TWAIN
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THE ROAD TO HELL IS PAVED WITH ADVERBS.

STEPHEN KING
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A man’s got to take a lot of punishment to write a really funny book.

ERNEST HEMINGWAY
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DON’T TELL ME THE MOON IS SHINING; SHOW ME THE GLINT OF LIGHT ON BROKEN GLASS.

ANTON CHEKHOV
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How vain it is to sit down to write when you have not stood up to live!

HENRY DAVID THOREAU
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NO MAN BUT A BLOCKHEAD EVER WROTE, EXCEPT FOR MONEY.

SAMUEL JOHNSON
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Nothing that happens to a writer – however happy, however tragic – is ever wasted.

P. D. JAMES

[image: ]

EASY READING IS DAMN HARD WRITING.

NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE

 

 

 


Writing is easy. All you do is stare at a blank sheet of paper until drops of blood form on your forehead.

GENE FOWLER
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STORY OF MY LIFE

Life is rather like opening a tin of sardines – we’re all of us looking for the key.

ALAN BENNETT
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IT IS DANGEROUS TO BE SINCERE UNLESS YOU ARE ALSO STUPID.

GEORGE BERNARD SHAW
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Men must live and create. Live to the point of tears.

ALBERT CAMUS
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FOR WHAT DO WE LIVE, BUT TO MAKE SPORT FOR OUR NEIGHBOURS, AND LAUGH AT THEM IN OUR TURN?

JANE AUSTEN
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Life is a gamble at terrible odds – if it was a bet, you wouldn’t take it.

TOM STOPPARD
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MY LIFE LOOKED GOOD ON PAPER – WHERE, IN FACT, ALMOST ALL OF IT WAS BEING LIVED.

MARTIN AMIS
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YOU ASK ME WHAT LIFE IS. THAT’S LIKE ASKING WHAT A CARROT IS. A CARROT IS A CARROT, AND THERE’S NOTHING MORE TO KNOW.

Anton Chekhov



 

 

 

You fall out of your mother’s womb, you crawl across open country under fire, and drop into your grave.

QUENTIN CRISP

[image: ]

THE MEANING OF LIFE IS THAT IT STOPS.

FRANZ KAFKA
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Life is one long process of getting tired.

SAMUEL BUTLER
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THOUGH A GOOD DEAL IS TOO STRANGE TO BE BELIEVED, NOTHING IS TOO STRANGE TO HAVE HAPPENED.

THOMAS HARDY
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In three words I can sum up everything I’ve learned about life: it goes on.

ROBERT FROST
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TO TRAVEL HOPEFULLY IS A BETTER THING THAN TO ARRIVE.

ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON

[image: ]

When we are born, we cry that we are come To this great stage of fools.

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

[image: ]

TO LIVE IS THE RAREST THING IN THE WORLD. MOST PEOPLE EXIST, THAT IS ALL.

GEORGE ORWELL
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I want to live and feel all the shades, tones and variations of mental and physical experience possible.

SYLVIA PLATH
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I LOVE SHERLOCK HOLMES. MY LIFE IS SO UNTIDY AND HE’S SO NEAT.

DOROTHY PARKER
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May you live all the days of your life.

JONATHAN SWIFT
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LIFE’S A BITCH. YOU’VE GOT TO GO OUT AND KICK ASS.

MAYA ANGELOU
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IF I CAN STOP ONE HEART FROM BREAKING, I SHALL NOT LIVE IN VAIN.

Emily Dickinson



 

 

 

It is said that your life flashes before your eyes just before you die. That is true, it’s called Life.

TERRY PRATCHETT
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A WOMAN HAS TO LIVE HER LIFE, OR LIVE TO REPENT NOT HAVING LIVED IT.

D. H. LAWRENCE
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Unbeing dead isn’t being alive.

E. E. CUMMINGS


AUTHORS ON THE ARTS

ALL ART IS QUITE USELESS.

OSCAR WILDE
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There are only two styles of portrait painting; the serious and the smirk.

CHARLES DICKENS
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THERE ARE TWO MEN INSIDE THE ARTIST, THE POET AND THE CRAFTSMAN. ONE IS BORN A POET. ONE BECOMES A CRAFTSMAN.

ÉMILE ZOLA
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Art, like morality, consists of drawing the line somewhere.

G. K. CHESTERTON
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I DOUBT THAT ART NEEDED RUSKIN ANY MORE THAN A MOVING TRAIN NEEDS ONE OF ITS PASSENGERS TO SHOVE IT.

TOM STOPPARD
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Nothing is capable of being well set to music that is not nonsense.

JOSEPH ADDISON
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IN ART, THE BEST IS GOOD ENOUGH.

JOHANN WOLFGANG VON GOETHE
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Good painters imitate nature, bad ones spew it up.

MIGUEL DE CERVANTES
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ART IS A JEALOUS MISTRESS.

RALPH WALDO EMERSON
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The man that hath no music in himself, Nor is not moved with concord of sweet sounds, Is fit for treasons, stratagems, and spoils.

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
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THE HISTORY OF ART IS THE HISTORY OF REVIVALS.

SAMUEL BUTLER
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There is no more sombre enemy of good art than the pram in the hall.

CYRIL CONNOLLY

 

 

 


The air of ideas is the only air worth breathing.

EDITH WHARTON

[image: ]

[The mirror] is a symbol of Irish art. The cracked looking-glass of a servant.

JAMES JOYCE



 

 

 

THERE IS ONLY ONE POSITION FOR AN ARTIST ANYWHERE: AND THAT IS, UPRIGHT.

DYLAN THOMAS
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Portrait painters tend to regard faces as not very still lives.

ALAN BENNETT
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SELF-CONSCIOUSNESS IS THE ENEMY OF ALL ART, BE IT ACTING, WRITING, PAINTING, OR LIVING ITSELF, WHICH IS THE GREATEST ART OF ALL.

RAY BRADBURY

 

 

 


Hell is full of musical amateurs: music is the brandy of the damned.

GEORGE BERNARD SHAW
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There is no such thing as a moral or an immoral book. Books are well written, or badly written. That is all.

OSCAR WILDE
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THE ARTIST IS NOTHING WITHOUT THE GIFT, BUT THE GIFT IS NOTHING WITHOUT WORK.

ÉMILE ZOLA
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Treat a work of art like a prince. Let it speak to you first.

ARTHUR SCHOPENHAUER


GATHER YE ROSEBUDS

THE WISE WRITER… WRITES FOR THE YOUTH OF HIS OWN GENERATION.

F. SCOTT FITZGERALD
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Youth is wasted on the young.

CAMILLE PAGLIA
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IT MUST BE WONDERFUL TO BE 17, AND TO KNOW EVERYTHING.

ARTHUR C. CLARKE
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There is no sinner like a young saint.

APHRA BEHN
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I THOUGHT I HATED EVERYBODY, BUT WHEN I GREW UP I REALISED IT WAS JUST CHILDREN I DIDN’T LIKE.

PHILIP LARKIN
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If from infancy you treat children as gods, they are liable in adulthood to act as devils.

P. D. JAMES
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YOUTH IS HAPPY BECAUSE IT HAS THE CAPACITY TO SEE BEAUTY. ANYONE WHO KEEPS THE ABILITY TO SEE BEAUTY NEVER GROWS OLD.

FRANZ KAFKA
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Be on the alert to recognise your prime at whatever time of your life it may occur.

MURIEL SPARK
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WHAT IS YOUTH EXCEPT A MAN OR A WOMAN BEFORE IT IS READY OR FIT TO BE SEEN?

EVELYN WAUGH
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What Youth deemed crystal, Age finds out was dew.

ROBERT BROWNING
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AGE MAY HAVE ONE SIDE, BUT ASSUREDLY YOUTH HAS THE OTHER. THERE IS NOTHING MORE CERTAIN THAN THAT BOTH ARE RIGHT, EXCEPT PERHAPS THAT BOTH ARE WRONG.

ROBERT BURNS
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The surest way to corrupt a youth is to instruct him to hold in higher esteem those who think alike than those who think differently.

FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE
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YOUTH SMILES WITHOUT ANY REASON. IT IS ONE OF ITS CHIEFEST CHARMS.

Oscar Wilde



 

 

 

IT IS VERY DIFFICULT TO TELL THE TRUTH, AND YOUNG PEOPLE ARE RARELY CAPABLE OF IT.
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