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“The sunset in Jerusalem paints not only the sky but also the history of humanity's faith in red.”

The story of Jesus changed the course of not just one religion, but an entire civilization.

However, the faith that gave birth to him, Judaism, did not recognize Jesus as the Messiah.

Why?

The answer lies in a history intertwined with thousands of years of waiting, exiles, prophets, and promises.

For the Jews, God was a being too sublime to enter human form, beyond time.

Yet Jesus said that God had taken on human form and come to earth.

This idea was revolutionary enough to shake the entire theology of an ancient nation...

The reason why Jews do not accept Jesus as the Messiah (savior) is based on both theological and historical grounds.

Jews believed that the Messiah, promised in the Torah and the Books of the Prophets (Tanakh), would re-establish the Kingdom of Jerusalem, resurrect the House of David, liberate the people of Israel from foreign domination, and bring peace to the world.
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Jesus, however, brought a message of spiritual salvation to a people living under Roman rule. He was not a political or military savior. For the Jews, this did not fit the “expected Messiah profile.”

According to Jewish belief, God is one, indivisible, and does not take on human form.

Presenting Jesus as “the son of God” or “a divine being” is completely contrary to Jewish monotheism (belief in one God).

Therefore, Jews cannot see Jesus as the incarnation of God.

The Torah and prophetic texts contain various “signs” of the Messiah’s coming:

The whole world will be at peace

All Jews will return to Israel

The Temple will be rebuilt

Nations will believe in God

Since none of these events occurred during Jesus’ time, Jewish religious leaders said, “This cannot be the Messiah.”

Jesus frequently debated with the Sanhedrin (the Jewish high council) and religious leaders of the time. He criticized the authorities, opposed the temple order, and, according to some interpretations, was even thought to have "altered the Law (Torah)." This led to Jewish religious leaders rejecting him.

After Jesus' death, his disciples declared him the "resurrected Messiah." Jews, however, believe that a dead person cannot be the Messiah. Thus, from the first century onwards, Judaism and Christianity became two completely different belief systems.

These words, echoing against the stone walls of Jerusalem in the silence of the night, have resonated for thousands of years. The essence of Judaism is hidden in this single sentence: God is one.

He is indivisible, invisible, and does not take on human form.

Jewish belief defines God as a power beyond human perception.

He is the creator of the universe, but not a part of it.

He cannot be given a form, nor can a being resembling Him be conceived.

The Torah, the sacred text of Judaism, defines the bond between man and God as a covenant, a "brit."

In the Book of Genesis, God creates man in His own image; however, this "resemblance" is spiritual, not physical.

God gives man free will, reason, and morality; but never a share of God's nature.

This idea forms the basis of Jewish theology in later ages:

The difference between God and man is insurmountable.

Therefore, in Jewish belief, salvation comes not from the divine power of a savior, but from a person's obedience to God's law (the Torah). Salvation arises not from an external miracle, but from inner obedience.

The God of the People of Israel: The Concept of Chosenness

The sacred line of Jewish history begins with God's address to Abraham:

"Leave your country, your relatives, and your father's house; go to the land that I will show you." (Genesis 12:1)

God makes a covenant with Abraham.

This covenant shapes the destiny not just of one person, but of a people.

The people of Israel will be God's "witnesses" on earth.

They must be an example to the world by living out God's presence and law.

In Judaism, God is not only the sovereign of the heavens, but also an active force in history.

The Exodus from Egypt, the journey through the desert, the return to the promised land—all are events guided by God.

Therefore, for the Jewish people, God is not only the creator, but also the guide, savior, and judge.

However, this salvation does not occur through God's manifestation in a human body, but through God's direct intervention.

The Torah, given by God through Moses on Mount Sinai, is central to Judaism.

For Jews, the Torah is not merely a book of law, but the point where God touches the world.

Every letter is sacred, every word carries meaning.

The Torah defines Jewish identity.

Without it, there is no relationship with God.

Therefore, when a prophet says something contrary to the teachings of the Torah, Jewish tradition rejects him.

––––––––
[image: ]


This point is very important:

Jewish religious scholars saw some of Jesus' teachings  especially his words, "The Sabbath is for man, not man for the Sabbath"  as a challenge to the absolute authority of the Torah. This made him not a savior sent by God, but a teacher who disrupted the order.

In Judaism, God's "invisibility" is a matter of faith. Even Moses could not see God directly. God said, "You cannot see my face, for whoever sees me cannot live" (Exodus 33:20).

This statement is a divine declaration that God cannot take human form. Therefore, for a human to say "I am God" is, according to Jewish belief, not only blasphemy but also an attack on God's sanctity.

In Jewish tradition, a prophet (navi) is God's messenger, but not God himself. A prophet conveys God's word, but never speaks in his own name. This distinction is very important. In Jesus' teachings, expressions beginning with "I tell you..." were a major theological problem for Jewish religious leaders.

A prophet would say, "God says..." But Jesus said, "I say..." This implied that he was claiming divine authority. This is why, according to many Jewish scholars of the time, Jesus was seen not as a prophet, but as a dangerous heretic.

In Judaism, God is in a state of sublimity beyond human reach.

Therefore, the aim in Jewish worship is not to “understand” God, but to “obey” His will.

Obeying the Law is walking with God.

Breaking the Law is distancing oneself from God.

This understanding makes Judaism an action-based religion.

Faith is measured by behavior.

Therefore, salvation is possible not through “believing,” but through “obedience.”

Christianity, however, takes a different approach at this point.

Jesus says that salvation comes through faith in God’s love.

In Jewish teaching, this idea is seen as diminishing the value of the Law.

Judaism views God as a reality beyond humanity.

This God does not take on the form of man on earth; rather, He tests man to live according to His law.

Therefore, the idea of ​​God coming to earth in human form is contrary to God's nature for Judaism.

And this belief forms the theological basis for rejecting Jesus' claim to divinity.

In their belief system, Jews have preserved God, while viewing Jesus as a teacher who was oriented towards holiness but transcended its limits. “God is not man that he should lie, nor the son of man that he should repent.” (Numbers 23:19)

This statement summarizes Jewish theology.

God does not resemble man.

That is why the idea of ​​a savior coming in human form has shaken the foundations of Jewish faith. “One day one of David’s descendants will come...

On that day God will set his people free and judge with justice.” (Isaiah 11:1–4)

This prophecy, echoing in the stone streets of Jerusalem, has lived on in the hearts of a people for centuries.

For the Jews, the Messiah was not merely a religious figure; he was the hope for the rebirth of a lost kingdom, a culmination of suffering, exile, and hardship throughout history.

In 586 BC, Nebuchadnezzar II, the king of Babylon, destroyed Jerusalem.

The Temple was demolished, David’s kingdom ended, and the people were sent into exile.

In Jewish history, this event is known as “Golah,” meaning “exile.”

During this period, many Jews thought that God had abandoned them.

But the prophets said otherwise:

God had not abandoned them; He had only tested His people.

In this dark period, faith in a savior grew stronger. One day, the "Angel of the Messiah," the "Anointed King," a descendant of David, would return and set God's people free.

This belief had a theological, not just a political, basis.

God had promised David:

“One of your descendants will sit on the throne forever.” (2 Samuel 7:16)

But the throne had fallen. So how would this promise be fulfilled?

The answer lay in the idea of ​​a future savior king.

Following Babylon, the Persians conquered the region.

In 539 BC, Cyrus the Great allowed the Jews to return to Jerusalem.

The Temple was rebuilt; but its former glory did not return.

During this period, the belief in
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