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    Dedication
To my ancestors, who planted seeds they never lived to see grow, and to future generations, who will reap the harvest of their faith, labor, and perseverance.

      

    



  	
        
            
            Opening Scripture
"He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust."— Psalm 91:1–2

      

    

Summary

This book traces the enduring legacy of Robert Martin and his family in Calhoun County, West Virginia, beginning with the pivotal oil and gas lease signed in 1890. Through faith, perseverance, and a deep connection to the land, the Martin family’s story illustrates how hard-won decisions can shape generations. The narrative honors ancestors who laid the foundation and encourages readers to value and preserve their own family histories for future generations.



Book 1: Robert Martin’s Legacy

By Hollie Martin
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Chapter 1 – The Roots of the Settlement
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The story of the Martin family in Calhoun County, West Virginia, is not just a chronicle of names and dates. It is a living testament to faith, hard work, and foresight passed down through generations. To understand the legacy that has shaped us, we must go back to the hills and hollows of Appalachia, where Robert Martin, my third great-grandfather, planted the seeds of what would become a remarkable story of perseverance and vision.

The Land and Its People

In the late 1800s, Calhoun County was still largely untamed. Rolling hills, thick woods, and winding creeks formed the backdrop of a region that demanded resilience from its people. Families depended on farming, logging, and small-scale trade to survive. Life was simple but often harsh, dictated by the cycles of planting and harvest, birth, and loss.

Robert Martin was a man who not only survived but sought to build a foundation that would outlast him. He was practical, but he was also visionary. Unlike many who only thought of the needs of today, Robert understood that land was not just soil beneath one’s feet, it was the anchor of family, community, and legacy.

When he signed the oil and gas lease on January 7, 1890, Robert demonstrated a rare foresight. At a time when many Appalachian families had little interest in such legal matters, Robert saw the growing importance of natural resources. That single document, preserved in our family history, became both a symbol and a guidepost: a reminder that faith and foresight walk hand in hand.

“The prudent sees danger and hides himself, but the simple go on and suffer for it.” — Proverbs 27:12

The Raccoon Run Settlement

The Martins were part of what became known as the Raccoon Run Settlement. Families lived close together, supporting one another through good times and hard. Crops were shared, labor exchanged, and Sunday worship served as both spiritual nourishment and community gathering.

The Martins intermarried with neighboring families—the McDonalds, the Ratliffs, and the Catlips—creating a web of kinship that ensured no one faced hardship alone. This interconnectedness was not merely about survival; it was about creating bonds that honored both God and family.

Raccoon Run was more than a settlement; it was a vision of what community could be when people held fast to their values. The Martins, like so many Appalachian families, found strength in their faith and each other.

Faith as the Foundation

The Martins were not wealthy in worldly terms, but their wealth lay in something far greater: faith. Every gathering, whether it was a barn raising or a funeral, began and ended with prayer. The Bible was the central book in every household, often read by firelight at the end of long days.

This faith was not passive; it informed decisions about how land was used, how children were raised, and how neighbors were treated. Robert Martin’s decision to preserve the family’s interest in the land through legal means reflected not just practicality but also stewardship—a sense that what God entrusted to him should be protected for those who came after.

“A good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s children.” — Proverbs 13:22

The Early Adoption of Electricity

The Martins were also known for being ahead of their time. Oral history tells us that Robert’s descendants embraced electricity before many of their neighbors. While some were skeptical or cautious about modern technology, Martins saw it as a tool to improve life. Light in the darkness was more than a convenience; it was a metaphor for faith and progress walking hand in hand.

This willingness to adapt and innovate became a defining trait. Just as Robert saw the value in securing oil and gas rights, his children and grandchildren were willing to try what others feared. That blend of tradition and vision has continued to shape our family.
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THE HUMAN SIDE OF LEGACY

Robert was not perfect—no man is. But the stories that have come down through the generations show a man who worked hard, loved deeply, and thought carefully about his responsibilities. He understood that his choices were not only for himself but for those yet unborn.

This is where legacy becomes real. It is not in the documents stored in courthouses or the yellowed deeds kept in family trunks, though those are precious. Legacy is in the choices made each day, choices that ripple outward through children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

For Robert, that meant securing the land, protecting the family’s stake in
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