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HE HAS NO SHAME.

Dylan Hill is a born and bred country boy from Kansas. He’s never had much use for big cities or fast living. 

He definitely feels like a fish out of water when he hits New York City, looking for his childhood sweetheart. But it seems Maisy Dee Fowler has made quite a few changes since she left home, starting with her name. Somehow this sweet country girl has become Morvared—model for the sexiest underwear line in the country. Forget college. She’s on her way up and has no time to screw anyone who isn’t going to further her career. 

The snow is driving down as Dylan leaves the apartment of his lady love, wanting to erase the images of his naked sweetheart in the arms of another man. He finds himself in Times Square. And it’s just his luck his cheating girlfriend is on every billboard. In all her glory.

Hard as nails agency executive Bailey O’Brien can’t take her eyes off what has got to be the sweetest male perfection she’s ever laid eyes on: Dylan, standing in the falling snow with his head tilted back, wearing a denim jacket and jeans, a cowboy hat clutched in one hand. Acting on impulse she slams out of her cab into the blizzard, snaps a picture, and tells him he should be a model. 

More specifically, HER male model. 

Dylan thinks the fiery redhead is crazy. But there’s something appealing in what she’s offering. What if there’s a way to beat one spoiled little supermodel at her own game? Revenge is only a contract away—and how hard could it be to pose for a few pictures? Impulsively he signs, having no idea that he’s just given himself, body, and soul, to a woman he barely knows.
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I NEVER HAD MUCH USE for cities. Or surprises. Combining the two was a bad idea waiting to happen. Though, truth be told, if you’d asked me honest to tell you all the things that could have gone wrong, I would have answered with the obvious. Things like “weather” or “traffic” or, if I were needing to go into the more worrisome, “she won’t be home.”

Only, she’s the one who surprised me. 

Oh, Maisy Dee was home all right. That narrow little room they assign you over at the university in the co-ed dorms was actually a wee-bit overcrowded. I guess that’s why the occupants had shed their clothes and gotten cozy on the twin bed over by the window. 

I suspect they were trying to save on space. 

Of course, there’d have been plenty of room if they’d decided to use the other bed, too, across from the first. But M.D.’s roommate might have wanted that space for later. And it seemed neither my someday-gonna-pop-the-question-and-marry-her girlfriend nor the skinny guy with the nonexistent ass seemed inclined to be wanting to spread out any. 

Though they certainly sprang apart fast enough when I came in through that doorway with a loud ‘surprise’ whistle on my lips.

For the record, I’m not taking the blame on that one. If they didn’t want visitors, they should have locked the door.

M.D. bounded up faster than a calf got shed of a piggin’ string, giving me an eyeful that would have given me a hard-on for days had I not seen scrawny-ass kid pounding away between those silken thighs only moments ago. Somehow that dampened her appeal some.

The profanity spilling out of her mouth wasn’t exactly attractive either.

At some point I realized I was still clutching that damn bouquet of roses in my left hand; they had cost me almost as much as my plane ticket. Stems broke through cellophane and dug into my palms. Skinny boy had by now scrambled into his pants and had that cornered rabbit thing going on where his eyes kept darting between me and the window. I figured he was wanting to cut and run for the doorway, but so long as I was blocking it he was kinda short on options. I kept hoping he’d give the window a try since we were seven floors up. No such luck. He finally collapsed onto the floor between the beds, looking like he was going to wet himself.

I gave him a scornful look. “Geez, Maisy Dee, ya couldn’t even have cheated on me with a real man?” 

It took her a minute, as I’d caught her mid-invective, and when she realized that I hadn’t only had the sheer audacity to march into her dorm room, intent on surprising her with her favorite flowers, but that I would go so far as to criticize the man she’d chosen to cheat on me with... well, let’s just say a banshee couldn’t have screamed louder.

By this point there was plenty of knocking at the door behind me, and honestly there wasn’t a whole lot left that I wanted to say to the lying little tramp. So, I turned to go, tossing the flowers over my shoulder in her general direction, figuring that every funeral ought to have its display of flora. Given the death of our relationship, it seemed appropriate.

When I flung open the door into the hallway, I found myself having to swim upstream just to get past the interested bystanders who were pressing to get into the room. I’m sure they got an eyeful of M.D. as, last I’d looked, she’d made no effort to cover herself. For all I know it weren’t no big deal. For all I knew she’d been naked with all of them at some time or another.

I made it all the way outside without anyone stopping me. I ’spect no one really gave a damn. Who the hell would notice one more piece of drama in the middle of an art school dorm room?

It was late. The streets were nearly empty, which probably had to do with the snow hitting my face. These city folks—show them a flake and they think the world’s going to end. A hopeful taxi driver shouted at me from the curb. I waved him off, hanging a left on sidewalks that were fast covering over with the white stuff. I couldn’t have begun to tell him where to take me. Hell, I’m not even sure I remembered my name at that point.

I walked, feeling as frozen as the world around me. I guess it hadn’t hit me quite yet. I was still mad as anything, and at some point I expected I’d feel the hurt. Maisy Dee and I went back a long way. High school sweethearts, I guess you’d call it. You can’t just rewrite a life’s plan in ten minutes.

So I walked. 

I walked and thought about it and walked some more. My feet found their own way, one street to another to another until suddenly there I was, in Times Square of all places. Bright lights made crazy patterns on the snow while around me came the sound of engines and horns, noise and crazy life regardless of the hour. Someone shoved against me, and I became aware that I wasn’t the only person in the universe anymore. I looked up, then couldn’t stop looking up. 

There she was, my angel. She’d followed me all the way here.

Everything came clear in that moment. Those evasive hints about maybe leaving school. Here I’d thought she’d been thinking of coming home. 

Modeling. I should have listened better. She’d been modeling.

And there she was, in all kinds of lace and lingerie on billboards that stretched to the heavens themselves, posing in a way that made her seem more naked than she’d been back in that dorm room.

Maisy Dee Fowler on every street corner. On every cab. On every bus.

Well, now, ain’t I just all kinds of stupid.

I tipped my head back, sweeping my hat off my head to see better, snow swirling around me so wild I could have sworn I’d somehow become trapped in a snow globe. You know the kind, the ones with “Welcome to New York” etched on the glass.

Well, fuck.

What the hell was I supposed to do now?
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SHE’D NEVER SEEN ANYTHING like it.

It was Norman Rockwell meets Edward Hopper. It couldn’t have been staged. Not this moment, this single breathtaking moment of the cowboy, hat in his hand, head tilted back, staring up at the garish flashing displays of Times Square, snowflakes tumbling around him in a violent frenzy. Streets all but empty, yellow cabs darting in and around, he stood oblivious to them all and might have been himself a statue as only a true master artist could imagine. Had jeans ever hugged more suggestively a form so vital and full of life? A dusty jean jacket, open, showing dark sweater beneath, scarf draped casually. This man was meant to be immortalized.

Meant to be seen by the world expressing what, exactly? 

Bailey called for her driver to stop, not that they’d been going anywhere for the last five minutes. Almost without knowing she was doing it, she reached for the door and stepped out into the storm. 

His eyes... just let me see his eyes. Make them hotter than hell, please.

Surely that was where the fantasy would dissolve. The cowboy lost in the modern world would surely be jaded, likely drunk to be staring so long at... what? As she drew near she followed his line of sight, locking her gaze with that of the vacant stare of the latest Teresa de Mille creation, that Mona—what was it—Morvared. Bailey had looked it up when she’d heard it the first time. Some ridiculous stage name meaning pearl in some Middle Eastern language. Stupid choice, given the political climate, but with that tumble of brown curls and big dark eyes, it was easy to see the cultural influence. Skin tone dusky, exotic.

Air brushed.

Yet the cowboy still hadn’t moved. He was enraptured.

A fanboy?

Here’s where she hesitated, pausing on the sidewalk, feeling the snow sting her skin like so many tiny darts. An assault as vicious as the internet trolls had been of late. Harmless in small quantities, but enough to drive a city to a standstill should it continue.

She was only a foot away, one gloved hand outstretched, when he turned and saw her, his eyes meeting hers. Haunted. Painful.

Not drunk.

Not crazy.

Real. 

And everything she’d been planning to say tumbled back behind the door within her mind, shut and locked, and instead she, who was jaded and hardened as they come, found herself saying words that had never in her recollection passed her lips.

“Are you okay?”
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THE PRETTY LADY CAME out of nowhere. She stood in the falling snow, red curls framing her face, with an even redder scarf wrapped loosely about her throat, ends fluttering in the wind. 

“Are you okay?”

Dark eyes glittered in the lights of a million LEDs, lips parted slightly as she awaited his reply. The problem was, he had no idea what to say.

“I... don’t rightly know, ma’am.”

She seemed to consider this a moment. Then, setting those red lips of hers in a hard line, she seemed to come to a decision of sorts. “Well, you can’t stand out here in the snow all night, can you? Here, let me at least take you somewhere warm.”

She put one gloved hand on his arm but he stepped back, suddenly wary. “I do believe I know enough to stay out of the cars of strangers,” he said, feeling a grin tug at his lips, though an hour ago he would have thought it impossible to smile ever again. The thought surprised him, but she was a pretty little thing, coming just past his shoulder. Her long coat, some kind of expensive brown color, had already gathered a dusting of flakes. If she stayed out here much longer, she’d like to freeze.

“Miss, I appreciate yer concern, but I’m all right. I got a bit distracted by all those lights and signs. I’d seen pictures before, but it doesn’t quite do the city justice, does it? But, then, pictures never do.”

It was quite a speech for him, especially given the way his heart still ached in his chest. It didn’t help that the source of that pain was staring down at him, every image at least forty feet high. Or so it seemed.

The woman let out a noisy sigh and crossed her arms. One booted foot tapped the sidewalk. “Well, I’m certainly not going to let you get away that easily.”

“Get away? Am I your prisoner, then?”

She snorted. She sounded like she almost wished he was. “Hardly. Let’s say I have a proposition for you.”

His eyes widened. “Look, Miss, you’re right pretty and all, but I’ve got to tell you I’m certainly not in the mood for that kind of company. And I certainly don’t have the kind of money you’re likely to ask, as fine a lady as you are—”

CRACK!

The sound of her hand against his cheek got more than just his attention. Several passersby turned to take a good look while Dylan just stood there for a long moment, thinking how he probably ought to pick up his hat before it blew out into the street. 

“I reckon I owe you some kind of apology,” he said, slowly bending to pick up the hat from a snowdrift. 

“I reckon you do,” she said, mimicking his tone exactly, hands on hips, looking for all the world like
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