
BOSE

The Path to Independence

Copyright Disclaimer

© 2025. JATIN SHARMA. All rights reserved.

This book is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents either are products of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual events, locales, or persons, living or dead, is purely coincidental.

No part of this book may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the author or publisher, except in the case of brief quotations used in reviews and certain other non-commercial uses permitted by copyright law.

For permission requests, please contact the author or publisher at extremepodcast473@gmail.com.


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Introduction

1: The Dawn of a Revolutionary

2: The Rise in the Freedom Movement

3: The President of Congress and the Forward Bloc

4: The Great Escape

5: The Call to Arms: Azad Hind Fauj

6: The Struggle and the Fight for Independence

7: The Trial of INA Soldiers and Its Impact

8: The Disappearance: A Mystery Unsolved

9: The Legacy of Netaji

10: The Final Verdict: Myth or Reality?

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

Introduction


[image: image]


SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE, or Netaji, was a revolutionary leader whose life was defined by his unwavering commitment to India's freedom. A brilliant student turned fearless nationalist, Bose's journey from the Indian National Congress to leading the Indian National Army (INA) is one of the most dramatic in history. With a vision for a free and powerful India, his daring escape from British custody, controversial alliances, and bold military campaigns during World War II make him a figure of both admiration and mystery. This book unravels the extraordinary life of Netaji, exploring his struggles, his indomitable spirit, and his enduring legacy in India's fight for independence.
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1: The Dawn of a Revolutionary
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EARLY LIFE AND FAMILY Background

Subhash Chandra Bose was born on January 23, 1897, in Cuttack, Odisha, into a respected Bengali family. His father, Janakinath Bose, was a successful lawyer known for his intellect and commitment to justice. His mother, Prabhavati Devi, was a devout and compassionate woman who instilled strong values in her children. Bose grew up in an environment that balanced strict discipline with cultural richness, shaping his early worldview.

From a young age, Bose exhibited a sharp intellect and an unyielding spirit. Unlike other children, he was deeply reflective and possessed a strong sense of justice. He was particularly disturbed by the discrimination and oppression he witnessed under British rule, which planted the early seeds of nationalism in his heart. His family's social status provided him access to quality education and opportunities, but it also exposed him to the glaring inequalities of colonial rule.

Education and Influences

Bose received his early education at Ravenshaw Collegiate School, where he quickly stood out as a brilliant student. His teachers admired his sharp memory and disciplined approach to learning. However, he was not just an academic prodigy—he was also deeply introspective. His readings of Indian history and philosophy ignited in him a passion for the motherland and a desire to serve its people.

As he progressed to higher education, Bose enrolled at Presidency College in Calcutta. It was here that his nationalist spirit first took concrete form. An incident in college brought him into direct conflict with British authority—a professor made racist remarks against Indians, and Bose led a protest against him. This act of defiance resulted in his expulsion, a pivotal moment that strengthened his resolve to fight against British oppression.

Determined to fulfil his father’s wishes, Bose moved to England to prepare for the Indian Civil Services (ICS) exam. He excelled, securing the fourth rank. However, he soon realized that serving under British rule contradicted his ideals. He believed that true service to India meant working for its independence, not being a part of its colonial administration. With this in mind, he made a bold decision—he resigned from the ICS and returned to India to dedicate himself entirely to the freedom struggle.

Swami Vivekananda’s teachings profoundly influenced Bose during this time. Vivekananda’s call for self-reliance, national pride, and sacrifice for the greater good resonated deeply with him. Bose began to see India’s struggle not just as a political movement but as a moral and spiritual awakening. His belief in discipline, strength, and decisive action set him apart from many of his contemporaries.
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THE MAKING OF A NATIONALIST

Upon returning to India, Bose joined the Indian National Congress, drawn to its cause of self-rule. Under the mentorship of Chittaranjan Das, a senior Congress leader, he quickly rose through the ranks. Das became a guiding figure in Bose’s life, instilling in him the principles of strategic planning and mass mobilization.

Unlike many leaders who preferred gradual political negotiation, Bose believed that India’s freedom required urgency. He advocated for complete independence rather than Dominion Status under British rule, a stance that made him a favourite among the youth. He engaged in various civil disobedience movements, fearlessly opposing British policies.

Bose’s dynamic leadership and radical views made him a target for British authorities. He was arrested multiple times, but imprisonment only strengthened his determination. During his incarcerations, he spent time reading and formulating his vision for an independent India. He believed in industrialization, military strength, and national unity—ideas that were ahead of his time.

His nationalist zeal soon led him to organize youth movements, mobilizing students and workers to participate in the freedom struggle. He realized that India needed a structured and powerful resistance against British rule, one that combined both political agitation and, if necessary, armed struggle.

As Bose gained prominence, his differences with the Congress leadership became apparent. While Mahatma Gandhi believed in non-violence, Bose felt that direct action, including armed resistance, was necessary to overthrow the British. This ideological divide would later shape Bose’s political journey, leading him to explore alternative means to achieve independence.

His rise in the Congress, coupled with his radical approach, set the stage for greater confrontations and ground-breaking initiatives in the freedom movement. His belief that independence could not be negotiated but had to be seized became the driving force of his actions.

This chapter captures the formative years of Subhash Chandra Bose—the influences that shaped him, the experiences that defined him, and the convictions that propelled him towards his destiny. It was the dawn of a revolutionary, a man who would go on to challenge not just British rule but also the conventional strategies of the Indian independence movement.
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2: The Rise in the Freedom Movement


[image: image]


ENTRY INTO POLITICS

Subhash Chandra Bose’s entry into politics was not just a decision; it was a destiny he embraced with unrelenting passion. Returning to India after resigning from the prestigious Indian Civil Services (ICS), he sought to dedicate his life to the cause of India’s independence. Unlike many of his contemporaries, Bose was driven by the belief that freedom could not be achieved through petitions and passive resistance alone. He envisioned a nation that could stand tall against colonial rule through strategic resistance and military preparedness.

Upon his return, Bose sought guidance from prominent leaders of the freedom struggle. It was during this time that he found a mentor in Chittaranjan Das, a renowned nationalist leader and advocate of complete self-rule. Das was not just a leader but a visionary who believed in grooming the next generation of revolutionaries. He recognized Bose’s potential and took him under his wing, allowing him to assist in political activities in Bengal. Bose’s dynamism and ability to organize the youth soon made him a formidable force in the Indian freedom movement.

His role as the Chief Executive Officer of the Calcutta Municipal Corporation under Chittaranjan Das’s mayorship was his first major political responsibility. Though administrative in nature, this role provided him with firsthand experience in governance and policy-making. He realized that true freedom would not just come from overthrowing British rule but also from establishing a strong, self-sufficient India with a well-structured governance system. He began to develop his vision of India—one that was not only independent but also self-reliant in every sector, including education, industry, and defence.

Despite his increasing influence, Bose faced strong opposition from the British authorities. His nationalist fervour made him a prime target for surveillance and arrests. He was imprisoned several times, but each time he emerged stronger and more determined. His time in prison became a period of deep introspection, where he refined his strategies and studied global revolutionary movements. He admired the discipline and military strategies of European nations, believing that India needed similar resilience to challenge the British Empire.

Bose’s belief in direct action set him apart from many Congress leaders of the time. He firmly believed that political negotiation and appeals to the British conscience were futile. Instead, he sought to build a mass movement that would shake the very foundations of colonial rule. His speeches inspired thousands of young Indians to join the freedom struggle, and he emerged as a key player in mobilizing the masses.

The British, recognizing his growing influence, imposed restrictions on his movements and communications. However, this did not deter him. He continued to work behind the scenes, strategizing and organizing protests, strikes, and demonstrations. His ability to inspire and lead with conviction made him a beloved leader, especially among the youth who saw him as a symbol of hope and resistance.

Bose’s entry into politics was not just a personal journey but the beginning of a new chapter in India
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