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​Foreword by IM Cyrus Lakdawala

"It is a mistake to think that combination is solely a matter of talent, and that it cannot be acquired"

- Richard Reti

Is it possible to have a dear friend who you only once met face-to-face in your life? The answer is yes. We played once in a game in Los Angeles, nearly twenty years ago, but like the wave that hits the shore and then fades away, so was that encounter. Then a few years back on Facebook, I “met” Carsten Hansen again and ever since then, he has been one of my favorite online buddies. He is one of the most likable people you will ever meet. Carsten is one of the most prolific chess writers in the world and this is his 29th (!) chess book, written over the last 21 years. We in the chess world owe Carsten a debt of gratitude, since he is a man driven by a compulsion to contribute to the collective knowledge of the chess world. This book is Volume II of a tactics series he began in 2018. Carsten is an obsessed writer who searches through tens of thousands of current games, virtually in real time and when he finds examples which contain combinational gems, he posts them on Facebook -two chess puzzles per day, seven days per week, 365 days per year. I can’t tell you how many times I have shared his engaging puzzles on my own Facebook feed. This book is the compilation of the jewels—the most precious finds of his labor. Now this book is not like the chess puzzle books you are accustomed to, where you find the mundane mate in two or three moves and then move on to the next one. Carsten’s format:

1.  A position’s hidden inner truth tends to be deeper than the superficial representation of our first – and almost always mistaken – impression. These are multi-pronged problems, often with subtly difficult twists and turns. So, you can’t just get the first move correct without looking further and then declare: “Hooray, I solved it!” They require full solutions.

2. Just as in a real game, these problems are not sorted by theme, and are instead, randomly applied. Carsten does have some mercy on the reader by starting each problem with a hint.

3. They are sorted by stars of difficulty with one star being relatively easy to solve and five stars nightmarishly difficult, some requiring up to around 10 or 15 minutes to solve correctly.

Why Study Chess Puzzles?

Besides aesthetic reasons like the fact that it allows us to marvel at the wonders of what the human mind is capable of creating, the daily solving of chess puzzles contains immense practical value for our over-the-board results. Our lucky break is no longer a lucky break, if we allow opportunity to pass by unnoticed. No matter how brilliantly we perform strategically in our games, at one point – annoyingly almost always during a time scramble, where our mind is normally an ocean of stupid! – a combination arises in our game, either for our side, or for the opponent’s. We navigate our opening expertly; then we slowly build up a winning position and our opponent’s seethes with grievances, but now comes crunch time: the tactification of the position arrives and we must find the solution, or all our previous effort is cast to the wind. We sense a combination, that our position is richly furnished with tactical opportunity. Yet our clock is low and if we fail, we become the coal miner, for whom daylight doesn’t exist. If instant pattern recognition is imprinted within our brain, the combination isn’t actually solved, as much as recognized, from practicing thousands of similar geometries in chess puzzles. It’s actually similar to learning another language which others are unable to comprehend. For example, when I’m at my dentist’s office I ask: “Mfxquri olxaqurm?” and my dental cleaner Jean immediately replies with complete understanding of the language: “No, no cavities. You are in the clear, lucky guy.” We need to reach Jean’s level of pattern recognition and the only way to accomplish this level of mastery is to solve thousands – maybe hundreds of thousands – of mates, tactical themes and combinations over our lifetime. Peace of mind can only be won via exertion, so let’s not give our opponents a stay of execution. The only way to assure this is to solve puzzles from books like this one. Good luck and may we dispatch our wounded opponents without mercy, thanks to Carsten’s kind assistance.

Cyrus Lakdawala

San Diego (CA)

August 2019



Author’s Preface

An essential part of improving at chess is tactics. Tactics occur at every level of chess but once the players become stronger the elements involved in spotting the puzzles tend to become more complex and deeper, whereas among weaker players elementary skewers, forks and deadly pins are more frequent visitors.

This book is no instruction manual in chess tactics, but rather a representation of some of the best tactical shots from master games played almost exclusively in the first half of 2019.

On Twitter, Instagram, as well as my Facebook page, Winning Quickly at Chess, the puzzles are presented at a rate of two puzzles per day (one in the morning and one is the afternoon, both US East coast time) and thousands of chess enthusiasts, from almost beginners to strong grandmasters, are joining in to solve the puzzles. 

Some of the puzzles are relatively straightforward, but there are also some rather tricky ones where even very strong players have gotten it wrong or failed to solve them, so do not despair if you are struggling with some of them. Remember that any improvement, whether in chess or other things in life, starts right outside your comfort zone. 

I want to thank everybody who have taken part in solving the puzzles online, without them, the solutions presented would have looked very differently. When writing the solutions, I have tried to take into account most of the relevant, but wrong suggestions that have been made online. 

If you find errors or other things that should be corrected, kindly submit these to me on email: carstenchess@gmail.com

Should you have enjoyed this book kindly leave a review, no more than 10-20 words are needed. Reviews mean a lot for an author as it tells other potential readers why a book did or did not make a difference for them.

Thanks for picking up this book, I hope you will enjoy solving the puzzles as much as I have selecting them and putting this book together.

Carsten Hansen

Bayonne (NJ) 

August 2019  

How to work with this book

This is not your usual tactical puzzle book. It is very different for a number of reasons:

1) You’re not being told what the demand is! That you will have to figure out on your own. This is to give you more of a game feel simulation and therefore, the first tactical idea you get may not be the best, so keep looking until you are satisfied. Nor do I tell you who the players are – you will get that in the solution part. Names may spark your memory if you have seen the game before. The demand can be mate, but sometimes all you can get is a positional advantage or in a few cases a draw. You don’t know, so think before moving.

2) The first move is almost never enough. When I have posted these puzzles online, they always come with the byline “more than the first move is required for a full solution”. This is because in many cases the finer details of the puzzle are only revealed on move 2, 3, 4, 5 and sometimes even later. Therefore, even if you think you have the right move, keep calculating to see if you have caught everything. Trust me when I tell you, even players at an international master level have missed crucial details when presenting the solution in the Facebook group or on Twitter, so for you to assume that you got it right without thoroughly calculating things through... you know how the saying goes! 

Let me give you an example from volume 1:

[image: image]

When I presented this puzzle in the Facebook group, several said “too easy - 1...Qf3 and mate on the next move!” Well, not so fast. White plays 2.Qc4+ Kh8 3.Qf1 and the mate on g2 is prevented. Then, the determined puzzle solvers said but then after 3...h7-h5 followed by ...h4, Black wins. Again, not so fast! After 3...h5?, White plays 4.Rd3 Qf7 5.Rc3 h4 6.Rxc6 hxg3 7.Qh3+ Kg8 8.Qxg3 and White is actually doing okay. What Black had to find was 3...Bb5!, and after 4.Qe1 Re8! 5.Qd2, Black returns the bishop to c6, 5...Bc6! and White can’t prevent the mate on g2. So, without the precise 3rd and 4th moves, this puzzle wasn’t solved, in fact, far from it. So, take your time and get the answer right. It is better to be right and slow than fast and wrong.

3) Don’t use a computer to solve the puzzles for you! You don’t learn anything from that, and you don’t have a computer handy when you’re playing your own games. When you’re certain that you have found the right continuation (not move!) or you have given up hope that you can solve it, then check the solution. If you got it wrong or couldn’t solve it, then mark the page or highlight it in your e-book and then revisit the puzzle next week. 

4) Difficulty level and hints. These are for less experienced players. The puzzles are graded from 1 star (*) to 5 stars (*****). The 1-star puzzles are relatively mundane and should be solved by most, whereas the 5-star puzzles are positively industrial strength, they may have been missed by the players during the game, simply because they were too deep or complex to reasonably spot at the board. If you find the solution anyway – you are seriously good and can consider challenging your chess engine to a no-holds-barred blitz match! 

The hints are there to go some guidance if you have no idea what to look for. However, the hints do not give the answer away, sometimes they can be a little obscure, tease more than they help. 

5) Most puzzles are more difficult than those you will find in the average puzzle book or app. I tend to select puzzles that require thought and finesse, where move order is important and frequently where you need to play a couple of precise moves before striking. This will help you improve your understanding of how to maximize the effect of your pieces and get the most bang for their buck. One solver told me, it helped him get rid of his self-coined but very appropriate term “puzzle rush bias” where you know there is something tactical in the position and it is right there, ready to be found. 

Because the puzzles are so hard, don’t do too many in a day. I post tactical puzzles in the Facebook group, on Twitter, and on Instagram at a rate of two per day. That could be sufficient for you for that day. Some regular solvers save the puzzles for when they are not tired because they know they will otherwise miss something.

6) Solving these puzzles will make you a lot better – guaranteed! If you follow the instructions and tips above, your tactical vision will expand, your calculation skills will improve, even dramatically so. Several solvers have told me that they have started winning tournaments for the first time in their lives. Obviously, there is no guarantee that this will happen for you, but it could (and should, I would certainly like that).

If you find the puzzles impossibly difficult, work your way through the solutions at a rate of a couple per day. And then revisit the puzzles two weeks later. If you can solve them at that point, your pattern recognition has improved, and you are on the way to getting better! If you go at that rate, it will take you six months to complete this book and then you can pick up the next book in the series. 

Or come join us on social media:

Facebook: www.facebook.com/WinningQuicklyatChess/ or www.facebook.com/groups/WinningQuicklyatChess/

Twitter: twitter.com/CazHansen

Instagram: www.instagram.com/chansen64/

Or on my website: www.winningquicklyatchess.com

Welcome on board, prepare yourself to get seriously better at chess.



Chapter 1

Sets 1-16
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Set 1
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Exercises to Set 1

1.1)
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White to move 

Hint: The positional attack

1.2)
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Black to move

Hint: Time to count

1.3)
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White to move

Hint: Overburdened defenders make the best targets
1.4)
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Black to move

Hint: Inject force to the attack



Solutions to Set 1

1.1)
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Solution

26.Qxf5! gxf5 27.d6! 

A positional pawn sacrifice that opens the scope for the light-squared bishop. This radically changes the nature of the position, putting Black very much on the defensive. This is a theme worth paying attention to.

27...exd6 28.Ra7!? 

White can also consider 28.Bd5!?.

28...Rbc8? 

Inaccurate, but also 28...Bh6 29.f4! (or 29.Rcc7 Bd2 30.Bd5 Kh8 with a clear advantage for White) 29...Rbe8 30.Rb7 Re3 31.Rd1 with a clear advantage for White - note the difference between the two bishops.

29.Rxc8 Rxc8 30.Bd5 f4 31.gxf4 Bh6 32.Rxf7 Rc3? 

Another error. The best chance was 32...Kh8 33.Rb7 when White has a very clear and obvious advantage but Black is by no means lost yet.

33.f5 Black resigned on account of 33.f5 Rxd3 34.f6 and Black cannot prevent mate in the long run, e.g., 34...Kh8 35.Rb7 Bf4+ 36.Kg2 h5 37.Rb8+ Kh7 38.Be4+ Kh6 39.h4!

1–0

M.Carlsen (2835) – I.Salgado Lopez (2629) World Rapid (St Petersburg) 2018

1.2)

[image: image]

Solution

25...Qxh2+! 

The white king gets extracted to get mated.

26.Kxh2 

Or 26.Kf1 Bf3 is similarly game over.

26...Rxh4+ 27.Kg3 Rh3+ 28.Kf4 Rf3+ 29.Ke5 Rg6 and with mate looming on the next move, White resigned.

0–1

P.Svidler (2737) – D.Andreikin (2719) World Rapid (St Petersburg) 2018

1.3)

[image: image]

Solution

26.d4! 

Very strong, but also the only move to offer White an advantage. The black queen gets pulled away from the e-pawn. Alternatively, 26.Rxf8+ Rxf8 27.d4 Qf6 28.Rf1 e2 29.Rxf6 e1Q+ 30.Rf1 Rxf1+ 31.Bxf1 Nxe6 and Black has the better chances.

26...Qxd4 

Or 26...Qg5 27.dxc5 Rxe6 28.Rxf8+ Kxf8 29.cxd6 cxd6 30.Qc8+ and White is winning.

27.Rxf8+ Kxf8 

Or 27...Rxf8 28.e7 Nd3 29.Qd5+ and White is winning.

28.Rf1+ Kg7 29.Rf7+ Kg6 30.Qxe8 e2+ 31.Kh1 Kg5 

Or 31...e1Q+ 32.Rf1+ and game over.

32.Qg8+ and Black resigned.

1–0

Al.Reshetnikov (2492) – Vl.Fedoseev (2719) World Rapid (St Petersburg) 2018

1.4)

[image: image]

Solution

29...Qd8!! 

If Black didn't have this move, he would be in trouble, but at the same time it is incredibly strong. The queen switches from the queenside to the kingside to attack the white king. White's problem is that he doesn't have a good response to this plan because he cannot get his pieces from queenside in time to put a defense together. When first looking at this position, it may be tempting for Black to look at 29...fxg2? 30.Kxg2 Qxe3 31.fxe3 Bxh3+ 32.Kxh3 Rxf1 33.Nc6 with chances to both sides, despite Black's nominal material advantage; the white queenside pawns will eventually make up for this deficit. However, 30...Qd8! once more is better for Black, e.g., 31.Ra3 Qg5+ 32.Qg3 Bxh3+! 33.Kxh3 Qh5+ 34.Kg2 Rg4 and Black has a significant material advantage. Nevertheless, White can improve on this line with the cool-headed 30.Re1! Qxe3 31.Rxe3 Bd4 32.Nc6 Bxe3 33.fxe3 Rf8 34.Kxg2 and White has an improved version of the line given above and has a clear advantage.

30.Nc6 

Or 30.g3 Qg5 (Black's plan is really simple: Queen to h5, capture on h3 and mate on g2) 31.Nc6 Qh5 32.Nxe5 dxe5 (of course not 32...Qxh3?? is met by 33.Nxf3 and the attack is over) 33.Ra7 (there isn't a move that can stop Black from capturing on h3, so this is really just a desperate move) 33...Qxh3 34.Rxg7+ (intended to be the first of many checks, but eventually they run out) 34...Kxg7 35.Qxe5+ Rf6 36.Qe7+ Kg8! 37.Qd8+ Rf8 38.Qg5+ Kf7 39.Qf4+ Kg6 40.Be8+ Rxe8 41.Qxf3 and White has stopped the mate but is a rook and bishop down, but, in fact, Black can avoid all of this with the simple 34...Kh8! and the checks stop there.

30...Qg5! 31.g3 Qh5! 32.Nxe5 dxe5 33.h4 Rxh4! and with mate around the corner, White resigned.

0–1

T.Fakhrutdinov (2481) – Al.Reshetnikov (2492) World Rapid (St Petersburg) 2018
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Set 2
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Exercises to Set 2

2.1)

[image: image]

***
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White to move

Hint: Distract the right pieces to allow deadly force

2.2)

[image: image]

*
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White to move

Hint: Poor coordination and structural issues

2.3)

[image: image]

***
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Black to move

Hint: Exploit the overburdened piece

2.4)

[image: image]

**
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White to move

Hint: One defender is more important than the others

Solutions to Set 2

2.1)

[image: image]

Solution

23.Nd7!! 

A strong move that threatens to win material but also cannot be captured.

23...Bxh2 Looks at first glance like resignation, but the idea is to take the g1 square away from White's rook if he sacrifices the present rook on g7.The alternatives are:

a) 23...Qxd7 24.Rxg7+ Kxg7 (or 24...Kh8 25.Qf6) 25.Rg1+ with mate. 

b) 23...g6 24.Nxf8 Rxf8 25.Rge1 Qd7 26.h4 with a clear advantage for White - this is Black's best chance. 

c) 23...Rfd8 24.Nf6+ Kh8 25.Rxg7! Kxg7 26.Rg1+ Kh8 27.Qf5 and mate cannot be avoided.

24.Nf6+! Kh8 25.Rxg7! 

Anyway!

25...Kxg7 26.Qg4+ Kh6 

Or 26...Kh8 27.Qh4.

27.Qh5+ Kg7 28.Qg5+ Kh8 29.Qh6 and Black will have to give up the queen to delay mate.

1–0

F.Amonatov (2614) – A.Sarana (2618) World Rapid (St Petersburg) 2018

2.2)

[image: image]

Solution

28.Qa8+? 

Tempting, but not best. White should have played the very strong 28.Qe6!, threatening both Black's queen and Rd8+. After 28...Qxe6 29.fxe6, and now: 

a) 29...Re7 30.Rd8+ Ne8 31.Bd5 Rc5 (or 31...g5 32.g3!, preventing the rook from getting to f4, but even other moves like 32.Kg1 would win) 32.Rd7 Rxd5 (of course not 32...Rxd7?? 33.exd7+ Rxd5 34.dxe8Q#) 33.Rxe7 Nf6 34.Ra7 Kf8 (34...Re5?? 35.Ra8+ with mate) 35.g4 (threatening g4–g5 but also giving the king on h1 some "luft" while gaining a tempo) 35...h6 36.Rc1 Ke8 37.Rxg7 and White is winning.) 

b) 29...Rf8 30.e7 Re8 31.Rd8 Kf7 32.Bd5+ Kxe7 33.Rxe8+ Nxe8 34.Re1+ Kd8 35.Bxc4 bxc4 36.Kg1 and White has a material advantage that should suffice to win the game.

28...Rf8 29.Qxa6! 

Or 29.Rd8 Rxd8 30.Qxd8+ Kf7 when White has an advantage on account of Black's open king, but there is a lot work to be done.

29...Qc5?! 

A better defense was 29...Rc5! although White is clearly better after 30.Rfe1! (30.Qb6!? Kh8 31.Rd8 Rg8 32.Rfd1 and White has a clear advantage) 30...Qf4 31.Qe6+ Kh8 32.Qe7 Rcc8 33.Qe5 and White has good winning chances.

30.Be2 Rb4 31.Qe6+ Kh8 32.Rc1 Qa7?? 33.Qd6

1–0

M.Matlakov (2700) – A.Mamedyarov (2817) World Rapid (St Petersburg) 2018

2.3)

[image: image]

Solution

20...b3!! 

This clever move wins material for Black, whereas the tempting 20...c5 doesn't have the desired effect after 21.Nb3! Bf5 (or 21...c4 22.Nxa5 b3 23.Nxb3 cxb3 24.Bxb3 Bf5 25.Qd1 Qxd1 26.Bxd1 Rxb2 27.Re1 and White is okay despite his passive pieces) 22.Qc1 Nxb3 23.Bxb3 bxc3 24.Qxc3+ Qd4 with no more than a small advantage for Black. Alternatively, 20...Qf6 21.b3 is also at best slightly better for Black.

21.Bxb3 

Also 21.Nxb3 runs into 21...Bf5 22.Qd1 Qxd1 23.Raxd1 Nxb3 and Black is winning.

21...Nxb3 22.Nxc6 

Or 22.Nxb3 Bf5, winning a piece.

22...Nxa1 

22...Bf5 is also good.

23.Rxa1 Qc7 24.Nxb8 Qxb8 25.c4 Qe5 26.a5 Bf5 27.Qd2 Rb8 and White had enough.

0–1

A.Zhigalko (2545) – M.Bosiocic (2599) World Rapid (St Petersburg) 2018

2.4)
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Solution

18.Rxa5! 

Sacrificing an exchange for a tempo on the kingside.

18...Bxa5?? 

This looks forced but is, in fact, a losing blunder. Black's only chance consisted in 18...b5 19.Bb3 c4 20.Rxa6 Qb7 21.Ra3 cxb3 22.Rxb3 when White is a pawn up with a good position, but it is far from an easy win. After the game continuation, Black's dark-squared bishop gets pulled away from the defense of the kingside and White's attack crashes through.

19.Rh4 h6 20.Nf5 Bd8 

20...Bxf5 21.exf5 Bd8 22.Rh3! (White also has 22.Bxh6 Bxh4 23.Bxg7 Nxg7 24.Qxh4 Qd8 25.Nf6+ Qxf6 26.Qxf6 which wins for White) 22...Kh7 23.Bxh6 g6 24.Qxg6+ (24.Qe2! is strictly speaking better, but the our main line is wonderfully flashy) 24...fxg6 25.Bxf8+ Kg8 26.Nf6+ Kxf8 27.Nxd7+ Kg7 28.Nxb8 and White is winning.

21.Bxh6! Bxh4 22.Bxg7 Nxg7 23.Qxh4 Bxd5 

Or 23...f6 24.Nh6+ Kh7 25.Nf7+ Kg8 26.Nxf6+ Kxf7 27.Nxd7 Bxc4 28.dxc4 and White is winning.

24.Nh6+ Kh7 25.Ng4+

1–0

G.Rechlis (2521) – S.Lobanov (2526) World Rapid (St Petersburg) 2018
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Set 3
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Exercises to Set 3

3.1)
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***
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White to move

Hint: The right sacrifice can make room for the right pieces

3.2)
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***
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White to move

Hint: Where is the most vulnerable point in Black’s position?

3.3)

[image: image]

***
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White to move

Hint: Structural weaknesses meet violent responses

3.4)

[image: image]

***
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White to move

Hint: Exploit lead in development by attacking weaknesses



Solutions to Set 3

3.1)

[image: image]

Solution

19.Nf6+ 

This looks good but the better option is 19.Nh6+! gxh6 20.Qxh5 Bf8 (running away with the king doesn't improve the situation: 20...Kf8 21.Qxh6+ Ke8 22.Qh8+ Bf8 23.f5 followed by Bh6 when White wins back the piece with ongoing attack and extra material) 21.Rf3 Bg7 22.Rg3 Kf8 23.f5! (23.Rxg7 is also playable but the text move is even better) 23...Bxe5 24.fxe6 Bxe6 25.Qxe5 Qc7 26.Qf6 and White is winning. 

A tempting alternative is 19.f5 but it is definitely inferior to the two knight moves: 19...exf5 (or 19...hxg4 20.f6 Bf8 21.fxg7 Bxg7 22.Bg5 Qb6 23.Qxg4 Ne4 24.Be3 Qc7 25.dxe4 Qxe5 with a complicated position and chances to both sides) 20.Nxf5 Bxf5 21.Nh6+ gxh6 22.Rxf5 Qb6 23.Raf1 d4 24.Bxd4 Qg6 with a position where White has some compensation for the piece but it is far from clear that it is enough.

19...gxf6?? 

Capturing with the bishop and thus creating a permanent dark-square weakness around his king is obviously not appealing to Black, but in this case it would actually be the way to go, e.g., 19...Bxf6 20.exf6 g6 21.Rfc1 Qd8 22.Nf3 Nb7 when White should have the better chances but Black is not seriously worse and may well pull off a successful defense. After the text move however, it is soon over for Black...

20.Qxh5 Qd8 

Or 20...Bf8 21.exf6 Qd8 22.Qg5+ Kh7 23.Rf3 e5 24.f5 and it is curtains for the black king.

21.Rf3! Qf8 22.Rg3+ 

This wins the queen but 22.f5! was even stronger, e.g., 22...Qg7 23.Bh6! Qh7 24.Rg3+ Kh8 25.Bg7+ Kg8 26.Bxf6+ and the queen drops free of charge.

22...Qg7 23.Rxg7+ Kxg7 24.f5 Rh8 25.Qg4+ 

White is winning.

25...Kf8 26.fxe6 Nxe6 27.Rf1 Ke8 28.exf6 Bd6 29.h3 Nxd4 30.Qxd4 Be6 31.Qb6 Rd8 32.Qc6+ Kf8 33.Bb6 1–0

E.Najer (2670) – L.Sokolin (2508) World Rapid 2018 (St Petersburg) 2018

3.2)

[image: image]

Solution

Black has sacrificed a pawn in order to build a big center and gain a dominating space advantage. Unfortunately for Black, he has some structural weaknesses that White can attack.

21.dxe4 fxe4 22.Rxe4!! 

White sacrifices a rook to bring the bishop on a2 back to life and all of a sudden, the light squares around Black's king become terribly weak.

22...dxe4 

After 22...Ng6 23.Rxe8+ Rxe8 24.Ne3, White is simply up two pawns and should win without too many problems.

23.Bxf7+! 

This is essential for White's idea to fully work. After 23.Qxf7+ Kh7 24.Qh5+ Bh6 25.Qf7+, White has no more than a perpetual check.

23...Kh7?? 

A big blunder. He should have played 23...Kf8 24.Bxe8+ Kxe8 25.Qxe4 Qf5 26.Qe3 Qe5 27.Re1 Qxe3 28.Nxe3 when White has four pawns for a piece and should be clearly better in the endgame.

24.Qh5+ Bh6 

It looks like Black has warded off White's attack, but now comes the next wave.

25.Rd1! 

Another essential move for White's idea to work. If you saw White's Rxe4, did you see this move at the time?

25...Qc8 

25...Qf5 or 25...Qc7 26.Bxe8 and White is up three pawns and easily winning.

26.Rd6 This rook lift ends Black's resistance, there is no way to defend the bishop on h6. 1–0

V.Nozdrachev (2486) – S.Pogosyan (2365) World Rapid 2018 (St Petersburg) 2018

3.3)

[image: image]

Solution

24.g4! 

This is clearly the strongest move but White can also achieve a large advantage with 24.Qg5!? Nd7 25.g4! Qd8 26.Qxd8 Rxd8 27.Bb5 Rc7 28.c6 Nb8 29.gxh5 Nxc6 30.hxg6+ and White has a large advantage. Alternatively, 25.Be3 Rh8 26.Qh6+ Kg8 27.Qf4 allows Black to survive. Also 25.Qe7 Nxc5 26.Rxe6 Nxd3+ 27.Kb1 (but not 27.Rxd3?? Qa3+ 28.Kb1 Qc1#) 27...Qc7 28.Qxc7 Rxc7 29.Re2 Nc5 30.Rc1 Rac8 31.Rec2 Ne6 32.Rxc7 Rxc7 33.Rxc7 Nxc7 34.Bxa7 Kg7 when White despite being a pawn down has the slightly better chances.

24...hxg4 

Or 24...fxg4 25.Qg5 when the threat of Qf6 more or less leads to a forced mate.

25.Qg5! 

A dual threat of Qf6 and Qh4+ and Black can't prevent both moves except with 25...Qd8 after which 26.Bf6 wins easily for White.

25...Nd7 26.Qh4+ Black resigned before he would get mated. 1–0

A.Muzychuk (2569) – B.Khotenashvili (2479) World Rapid Women (St Petersburg) 2018

3.4)
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Solution

16.Nxe4!? 

The most accurate continuation is 16.Nxe6! fxe6 (or 16...Qc8 17.Nxe4 dxe4 18.f5 fxe6 19.Bh5+ Ke7 20.fxe6 Nce5 21.exd7 and Black is done) 17.Bh5+ g6 (17...Ke7 18.Nxe4 dxe4 19.f5 Nce5 20.Qb3 transposes to the game continuation) 18.Nxe4 gxh5 19.Qxh5+ Ke7 20.f5 Qe8 21.Qh4+ Kf7 22.fxe6+ Kxe6 23.Rad1 Qg6 24.c4! and it is over, e.g., 24...dxc4 25.Qh3+ Ke5 26.Bf4+ Kxe4 27.Qe3+ with mate.

16...dxe4? 

Now things transpose back into lines mentioned above. Black should have given preference to 16...Nxd4! 17.Qxd4 dxe4 18.Qxe4 Qc7 19.Bh5 Qc6 20.Qxc6 bxc6 21.Rad1 Nf6 22.Bf3 Rc8 with a large positional advantage for White but Black is still alive.

17.Nxe6 fxe6 18.Bh5+ Ke7 19.f5 Nce5 20.Qb3! exf5 21.Rxf5 Qc7 22.Bf7?? 

White is winning after 22.Rd1! Qc4 (or 22...Re8 23.Bxe8 Kxe8 24.Qe6+ Be7 25.Rxe5 Nxe5 26.Bb6 Qb8 27.Rd8+ Qxd8 28.Bxd8 Kxd8 29.Qxe5) 23.Bc5+ Ke6 (also 23...Kd8 24.Rxe5 Bxc5+ 25.bxc5 Qxb3 26.axb3 g5 27.Red5 Rh7 28.Bg4) 24.Bf7+! and Black is toast.

22...Qc6 23.Rd1 g6 24.Rf4 Rc8? 

A better chance was 24...Bg7!? when everything is still up in the air.

25.Rxe4?? 

White would still have been winning after 25.Bd4 b5 26.Bd5 Qd6 27.Bg8!

25...Bg7 26.Rd5?? 

Now White simply loses.

26...Rhf8 27.Bc5+ Nxc5 28.Rxc5 Qb6 0–1

K.Kulaots (2555) – A.Gholami (2488) Stockholm 2018
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