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  Foreword


It sounds cliché, but I’ve always loved poetry, both reading it and writing it. I started going to open mic nights in high school despite being extremely shy and introverted, and so I had experience sharing my work early on. I’ve published poems in various outlets for over ten years, but only recently had the idea to publish my fairy-tale-themed poetry in a collection. 
Some of these poems have been previously published, in a range of magazines and journals, some online and some in print. Others have encountered few sets of eyes, or none except mine. All of these poems revolve around fairy tales, sometimes questioning what counts as a “happily ever after” and sometimes offering alternatives. I wanted to gather them all into one place so that they could be easily read together instead of sending readers on quests to try to find all of them; save your questing for the mundane world.
I’ve included a list of content or trigger warnings below, since some of these poems explore the violent underside of fairy tales and of human experience more generally. Not that they needed much of a nudge to go there; many fairy tales already contain death, dismemberment, the threat of incest and cannibalism, and so on. There is a whole history of fairy tales before Disney arrived on the scene, and while fairy tales do contain many magical moments and wishes granted, they are ultimately shaped by human hands and human needs, including the need to survive the splintering of a family, the betrayal of a loved one, and much, much worse.
At the end of the book is an afterword putting some of these poems into conversation with scholarship on fairy tales as well as with my life. Reading it is entirely optional; I like to think that the poems speak for themselves, but I offer it to the curious. And there are proverbs aplenty about the uses and abuses of curiosity.
I leave this thorn key in your hands. Careful, it bites. What will you use it to unlock?






  
  List of content warnings/triggers


Abuse: “Beauty & the Beast in Berkeley,” “Donkeyskin,” “Rapunzel’s Mother(s),” “Trafficked,” “What Happened to the 12th Dancing Princess” “The Witch’s House,” “Woven of Silence and Thistles” 
Animal death: “Coat of a Thousand Furs”
Break-up/relationship-ending/divorce: “Half-Life of a Mermaid,” “King Wivern,” “The Ogre’s Heart,” “Rapunzel’s Mother(s),” “The Witch’s House,” “Woven of Silence and Thistles”
Incest: “Coat of Many Furs,” “Donkeyskin,” “Donkeyskin Does the Dishes,” “The Old King Dreams”
Homophobia: “Daddy Death,” “Rapunzel’s Mother(s),” “What Happened to the 12th Dancing Princess (circa 1946)”
Pregnancy: "Rapunzel's Mother(s)"
Substance use: “Rapunzel’s Mother(s),” “What Happened to the 12th Dancing Princess”
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  Given or Sold or Stolen Away


Wife of white bear, 
Captive of beast,
Wyvern’s bride,
Monster’s feast:
Here is a list of women,
Girls like you and me
Promised to exotic husbands
Never to be set free.

Fathers who gamble
And brothers who lie
Trolls who cheat
And mothers who die:
Who to blame
When we’re stolen away,
Who to curse
On our wedding day?

Give me just one story
And make it true,
Of a girl who escaped,
Who grew wings and flew.
Or better yet, was never sold,
Never given, never stolen away,
Who was her own story’s hero,
Not a man’s stowaway.






  
  Betrothed to a King


I knew what I was getting into, 
wedding a king who'd been
betrothed before.

Princesses vanish all the time:
turned into frogs and cats,
made housekeeper to a witch,
buried in holes.
These things happen.

Our alliance was a good one,
my family noble enough,
the king kind enough,
the staff pleasant,
the mother-in-law overjoyed.

The courtship slipped by
like a sunset
and the rumors were mercifully few
(the first bride could charm birds from the sky,
toss flour onto coals to make exquisite bread,
dance like a gazelle, and of course she was beautiful).

I allowed myself one small rebellion
against tradition.
I thought I was safe.

Lulled into security by her absence,
by his slow, small smiles,
by fleeting touches that became lingering,
I ignored my upbringing.
(A marriage is just an alliance;
a good wife's first duty is to bear children,
and next, to be a virgin on her wedding night,
and finally, to love her husband.)

The night before the wedding,
I crept unseen to his chambers.
I spelled one guard to sleep;
What good is magic if unused?

Hesitant at first, his caresses transformed
From dove kisses to dog bites,
Firm and insistent, binding us together.

I did not regret it til the next day,
Sitting at the wedding feast,
Sharing wine and sly glances.

Suddenly a girl—
Radiantly beautiful, haggardly thin.
Her smile a knife to my heart,
His eyes a blow to my soul.

My mind stuttered on a spell
(Iron shoes? Cavern exile?
Transform into a bird,
Chain to a sea monster?)
And too late I heard his voice
Ringing out into the stunned silence.

“If I lost the key to a treasure coffer
And had a new one made,
But the old key was found,
Which should I keep?”

A key.
I was a key.
An object to be used
And discarded.
My fingers,
Wrapped around my wedding wine,
Stiffened and tensed,
Clutched as if for her throat.

There was little left for me to do
But disappear, my wedding dress
Clinging like a shroud
With my cheeks afire:
Anger, betrayal, shame.

No longer a token for my family,
Shunted from the traffic in women
To…what? Where? Who would I become?
Would I wear these wintry colors
To hide a trampled heart,
The hot flush of shame, forever?

This much I know:
There is no safety in life.
Never count on a princess to stay gone.
And I am no key.






  
  The Ogre’s Heart


I know the secret  
of the ogre’s heart 
within the casket.
I am throwing my clothes
into garbage bags
and bundling those into my car
and wiping snow from my hair
while the white silent world
vibrates with the sound of my breathing.
I will get through this.
There is a trunk within my storage unit
with a hollow ottoman inside it
and wrapped in a blanket is
our wedding album.
Inside the album
Inside the blanket
Inside the ottoman
Inside the trunk
Is…not my heart, but a memory of it:
sun-filled laughter,
gleaming eyes and smiles,
transparent images,
ghost-selves of a dead past.
In the fairy tales,
the princess held captive by the ogre
betrays him with the location of his heart,
given to the hero on a bed of promises:
eager, yielding, spreading thighs/lips/heart.
Outside the storage unit
frost cakes on my face
and, shivering, I unload the last of it,
the last vestiges of this life
failed, this union unfulfilled.
Frozen, I see the remainder stored:
tax forms, cutlery, the fucking welcome mat. 
Mechanically, I move it all inside.
The ogre is not the villain.
The ogre stored his heart in a casket
to protect it, not from some dumb ass hero
but from the unfiltered humanity around him,
that could so effortlessly reduce him to tears.
The ogre has important ogre shit to do.
The ogre has to get on with his day.
The ogre cannot afford to be distracted
by weeping princesses, sniveling heroes, and the like.
If I had tears to weep,
they would freeze on my cheeks.
But no heart means no tears.
Blank-faced, I’m only aware
of an uncomfortable fullness when I blink.
The last of it is stored.
I’m leaving my home.
The secret of the ogre’s heart
(in a casket, inside a duck, inside a swan)
glitters within my eyes.
Nobody will unlock it or find it
until I’m ready to stop my mad pacing,
panting, my frenetic plotting to escape
the prison that looks like a house.
The stories tell of the princess running away.
Maybe she was, but I know the truth:
the ogre had run away long 
before the princess ever showed up.
The ogre is still running.
It’s easier to run when you are heartless.
Someday, if some stupid hero doesn’t destroy it first,
the ogre will tenderly lift his heart from the casket
and reinsert it into his chest,
take a deep, shuddering breath
and begin to live once more.
I lock my storage unit.
I drive away.
My heart is not inside,
it is nowhere to be found.
I gracefully extricate myself
(to whispers of, “how does she hold it together?”)
And I survive mostly-whole.
And the only reason I smile
is because of my heart,
locked safely away,
shut away so that I can do the unthinkable
and endure the extremes of human emotion
and maybe someday adopt a princess
who will show





OEBPS/cover.jpeg
i 12

FAIRY TAWBYIN VERSE
s e

JEANA JORGENSEN





OEBPS/images/da83c894-5ea5-46f3-bc48-28f24dfb7808.png
DOOR OF
RED AND
WHITE
ROSES





OEBPS/images/3f12b16c-ee6b-4523-ae9d-24df982c6be3.jpeg
THORN
FAIRY TALES IN VERSE

JEANA JORGENSEN








