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​Prologue. Ariadne's Thread
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It all began with smoke rising over the Texas plains. On April 19, 1993, flames engulfed the Mount Carmel Center near Waco. The world watched in real time as 76 people, including 25 children, perished in the inferno. The official version—swiftly adopted by the media and sanctioned by the authorities—was simple and convenient: the dangerous Branch Davidians, led by their allegedly deranged leader David Koresh, had committed mass suicide to avoid arrest. The tragedy was cast as the inevitable conclusion of religious fanaticism. Case closed.

But for me, as a journalist, this story was riddled with too many questions from the very start. There were too many inconsistencies, too much unexplained brutality on the part of federal agents, and a disturbing readiness to believe the worst about people whom their neighbors described as “good, polite, and no trouble at all.”

Why did the FBI abandon negotiations in favor of a 51-day siege nvolving psychological warfare tactics? Why did armored vehicles breach the walls of a building while women and infants were still inside? Why, when the fire broke out, were fire trucks reportedly ordered to stand down and remain on the sidelines?

I wasn't buying the official version. Something about it felt false, staged. The Waco tragedy seemed less like a series of blunders and more like the result of a deliberate campaign—the culmination of someone else’s design. It became the thorn in my side that wouldn't let me rest, forcing me to dig deeper.

My investigation began with the Waco case files, but the threads soon led in unexpected directions. I began studying the persecution of religious and civic groups worldwide that, at first glance, had nothing in common: the ban on Jehovah’s Witnesses in Russia; the persecution of Falun Gong practitioners in China; the demonization of Scientologists in Germany and the attacks on new religious movements in France.

The deeper I delved, the clearer a frightening pattern emerged. The language of the accusations was identical, as if pulled from the same playbook. The methods of media discrediting were repeated with diabolical precision. The key figures—the “cult experts,” “former members,” and “concerned relatives”—seemed like actors playing the same roles in different productions. Different countries, different cultures, different “cults,” but the same script.

The picture began to take shape. This was not a coincidence. Before me emerged the activities of a global, highly coordinated network—the anti-cult movement. A network that has spent decades perfecting a technology of social destruction, turning rumors into “facts,” citizens into enemies, and law enforcement agencies into executioners.

I realized that Waco was not just a tragedy. It was their ultimate demonstration—a public execution designed to teach a lesson while burying the traces of manipulation under the rubble of official lies. It was the thread that, if pulled, could unravel the entire tangle.

This book is the result of my investigation. It is an attempt to navigate the labyrinth of lies, following Ariadne’s thread, which began in the ashes of Waco and led me to the darkest corners of modern history. It is an analysis of a crime being committed against us all, even now, before our eyes.

The central question is simple: Who is organizing these systematic campaigns of hatred against peaceful citizens around the world, and to what end?

My hypothesis—one I intend to demonstrate in the pages of this book—is that these tragedies are not accidental. They are the product of a refined and repeatable technology with deep and terrifying historical roots.

A technology I call anti-cult terror.
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​Chapter 1. A Label as a Death Sentence
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To destroy a person, a group, or even an entire nation, it is not necessary to take up arms immediately. The first step is always the word—a word turned into a stigma. In human history, there is no weapon more effective or cruel than a label. It is an informational poison that, once it infiltrates public consciousness, paralyzes critical thinking and paves the way for genocide. Anti-cultists have perfected this weapon, using a method that can be described as “marking people with yellow stars.”

The most horrific example is, undoubtedly, the fate of the Jews in Nazi Germany. However, it is crucial to understand that the yellow six-pointed star, which they were forced to sew onto their clothing starting in September 1941, was merely the final chord in a long symphony of hatred. Before that star appeared on their clothing, it had already been seared into the minds of millions of Germans. Goebbels’ propaganda machine had spent years turning the neutral word “Jew” into a synonym for “enemy,” “parasite,” and “the source of all evil.”

Nazi newspapers like Der Stürmer published caricatures depicting Jews as grotesque and greedy, with hooked noses, comparing them to rats and poisonous mushrooms. Films like the infamous Jud Süß portrayed them as financial swindlers and corrupters of Aryan women. Once this image was firmly established, physical marking became a logical continuation. The yellow star did not just single out Jews from the crowd—it officially declared them “socially dead,” making them targets for humiliation, violence, and ultimately extermination.

This process always unfolds in three stages, and its mechanics remain unchanged, whether in the 1930s or today.

Stage One: Creating Intolerance Through Labeling.

An easily remembered, emotionally charged word is either found or created. This label must trigger an instant negative reaction—fear, disgust, or hatred. It is then methodically and constantly repeated in the media and in speeches by self-proclaimed “experts” and politicians until it is embedded in the subconscious. The goal is to ensure that the mere mention of the word causes the audience to abandon rational analysis and react purely emotionally. No evidence is required; the label itself serves as both the accusation and the verdict.

The Nazis did not invent this method; they were merely diligent students of their ideological predecessors. And they, in turn, produced equally diligent pupils. Today, the terms “totalitarian sect” and “destructive cult” serve the same function as the word “Jew” did in the Third Reich.

These concepts, introduced into wide circulation in Russia by Alexander Dvorkin—one of the key figures in the modern anti-cult movement— are ideal labels. They sound pseudo-scientific, appear threatening, and lack a clear legal definition, allowing them to be applied to anyone: from religious groups to commercial firms, from wellness programs to educational clubs.

Stage Two: Dehumanization and Social Isolation

Once the label has taken hold, the next stage begins. The marked group is no longer perceived as human. They are compared to something non-human that must be eradicated for the “protection of society.”

Dvorkin, for instance, compares organizations he dislikes to “cancerous tumors.” The Nazis portrayed Jews as rats. Propaganda in Rwanda before the 1994 genocide referred to the Tutsi people as “cockroaches” that needed to be exterminated.

Dehumanization makes violence acceptable in the eyes of society. If they are not people but a “cancer” or “parasites,” then their destruction is seen not as murder, but as “treatment” or “sanitation.”

Simultaneously, social isolation begins, often codified into law. In Nazi Germany, Jews were barred from working as doctors, lawyers, or teachers. Similarly, on the official website of the Novosibirsk Metropolis of the Russian Orthodox Church, Jehovah's Witnesses are described as an extremist organization banned in Russia, claiming the group “poses a threat to the individual, the family, and the state.”

Furthermore, Alexander Dvorkin noted in an interview: “If a person becomes a ‘Jehovahite,’ he or she is unlikely to become a teacher or a doctor,” directly linking group membership to professional unsuitability.

A striking modern example is the reported practice of German employment services in the 1990s. According to media reports and researchers, job centers allegedly marked the files of companies suspected of ties to Scientology with the letter “S.” This is more than an administrative note; it is the same labeling mechanism.

An official marking a file with this letter subconsciously begins to view these people as “outsiders”—those whose rights can be ignored. The Scientologist becomes the modern equivalent of the stigmatized outsider, and the official becomes a small
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