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  For Gavin Prinsloo 
His dramatic narration took this piece over the top!
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  Beyond Apocalypse


If you enjoy apocalyptic horror, thrillers, and science fiction tales, you will love Stephen Alexander North’s prose fiction. Join his  Beyond Apocalypse Newsletter to get the latest news, updates on book releases, free stuff, and more. 
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  A Video Bonus 


As a thank you for purchasing  The Book Dragon, a narrative poem, I’d like to share this video link with you. It is audio drama portrayal of this poem by the incomparable Gavin Prinsloo! 






  
  Chapter one
The Book Dragon


It came from the depths of me

This feeling 

And I knew I was 

No longer alone

Someone opened the front door

To my buried abode

I felt the wind gust 

All the way

Down tunnels

Through ruined halls

Stirring dust

Rousing memories

Of all the battles

And blood-lust

I wondered

What would they

This person, or group want

I inhaled deeply

Once, twice

Thrice

Drawing whatever scent

My memory revealed

Into me

Remembering

Ah…

My slumber this time

Has been long

This taste of their fear

Delicious, so dear

These

Dwarves, elves

Men, something else

What do they want

They’re coming for me

With steel

I sense some enchantment

Clean, not foul

I hear their voices echoing

In the foyer

Surely, they see the bones

Do they know I am still here

I shift my bulk

On the trove

And there’s the sound of all 

Of those gold coins clinking

Jewels loose in the mix

Swords, axes, spears

Charred leather

Old mining tools

The armor of dwarven lords

And all the trash no tale mentions

Broken furniture, moth-eaten drapes

The high table

That old king’s throne

The ghosts stirring

Forgotten dreams waking

In me

In this old dragon

As I stoke the flame in my belly

Stretch my wings

Extend my claws

In this great room

I yawn, and think

About being hungry

Annoyed to be wakened

But breakfast is coming

Closer towards me

The tread of the dwarves

So heavy, clattering

One elf slinking in
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