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PREFACE

From the compiler

Dear reader!

Before you is a book about a remarkable chess player and great trainer – Yuri Sergeyevich Razuvaev (1945-2012).

His contribution to the riches of world chess culture is enormous. He is the author of some wonderful chess books and many analytical investigations in the theory of the game, which remain topical to this day. For nine years, Razuvaev was a representative of the newly-formed FIDE Trainers’ Commission. His pupils, located all around the world, enjoy success as both players and trainers and many of his games are textbook examples.

Yuri Sergeyevich enjoys great respect in the chess world. This is why so many World Champions and their challengers took part in the creation of this book, together with top grandmasters and well-known trainers – all those to whom he gave the benefits of his intellect and his soul. You will rarely meet such a collection of famous names in one book!

This collection consists of three parts: reminiscences of his contemporaries, selected games and articles concerning the theory of chess, and children’s education. Developing effective methods of teaching chess in schools and developing in children the ability to think at the board was a subject to which Razuvaev devoted a great deal of effort and energy in the last years of his life. This book can be used as a textbook for players who are striving to improve their play and their understanding of chess.

The main task of the book is to preserve all that is most valuable in Razuvaev’s heritage, and to offer the reader a book which will be highly useful in improving your chess.

Boris Postovsky

Honoured Trainer of Russia







FOREWORD

Memories of a chess academic

By Vladimir Kramnik

In my opinion, the multi-faceted creativity of Yuri Razuvaev consisted of three main directions – tournament practice, research work on chess theory and training activity. From the start of the 1960s, and for a good 40 years, he took part in numerous individual and team competitions, both domestic and international, including Soviet Championships, the greatest chess events in the world.

His contribution to the theory of chess is very wide-ranging. To every stage of the game – opening, middlegame and endgame – Razuvaev brought new, interesting ideas and these generally accorded with the requirements of this or that concrete position, taking into account its dynamic potential. In the course of his career, Yuri Sergeyevich came up with numerous interesting novelties, which immediately attracted followers. Readers will doubtless appreciate his many ideas in the Queen’s Gambit and, in particular, his famous discovery 13.h2­-h4!.
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Yuri Razuvaev.




Razuvaev-Farago
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Details can be found in Tomashevsky’s commentary to Game No 21 (Chapter 1) and in the article ‘My Gambit’ (Chapter 4).

Razuvaev’s theoretical innovations also concerned the study of strategic ideas and combinational motifs, with which virtually no chess game can dispense. Long before the advent of the computer era, he explored famous games of great chess players and found in them unexplored opportunities. Yuri Sergeyevich was able to masterfully work with literature, extracting promising raw material from the primary sources, and then developing the finished product from it.


Razuvaev-Vaganian
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This position arose in a game Grynfeld-Keres, Szczawno Zdroj 1950, which continued 5.♗xf6. Black won convincingly, and for a long time afterwards this was considered a harmless continuation. Razuvaev studied all the subtleties of this continuation and in 1982, he played this very move:

5.♗xf6!

There followed:

5…♕xf6 6.c3 g6 7.e4 ♕b6 8.♘bd2 d6 9.a4! bxa4 10.♘c4 ♕c7 11.♕xa4+ ♘d7 12.♕c6!

[image: Images]

And it was clear that Black would not get out of the opening alive. This game is annotated brilliantly by A.Kuzmin as Game 29 (Chapter 2).

And how deeply and beautifully Razuvaev annotated his own games! The attentive reader will find in them detailed analysis of concrete opening schemes and also deep ideas arising from the specific features of the battle in the middlegame (Chapter 2).

The endgame was also not ignored in his work. All too often, in the heat of battle, players get carried away by the tactical fight and forget that the best way to exploit an advantage is often to go into the endgame. Numerous technical endings are analysed in the work of Fine, Averbakh, Dvoretsky and other specialists. Razuvaev, together with Nesis, worked on the more conceptual issues of when and how to enter the endgame.



Taimanov-Bronstein
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This apparently simple and equal position arose in a game from the Candidates tournament at Zurich 1953. It is White’s move and he played

23.e5,

not avoiding the exchange of queens, but after

23…♕xd2 24.♘xd2 dxe5 25.♖xe5 ♔f8

it turned out that the ending is in Black’s favour. In his article ‘A sharp turn’ (Chapter 4), Razuvaev shows quite clearly that at this moment, White should have kept the queens on the board.

Razuvaev gave his whole soul to his training work, over many years. Indeed, the word ‘work’ is hardly appropriate here, as it was something he lived and breathed. He had a very individual approach to the creative work of his students, based on their personal characteristics and style.

It should be said that the pedagogic gift was developed in Yuri Sergeyevich from his earliest years. He had an example to follow: at the age of 18, he was taken as a pupil at the Botvinnik school and later became the latter’s assistant, and he absorbed very well the wise style in which the great champion interacted with his listeners. And more than any other of Botvinnik’s pupils, he took his principles and applied them in practice. When already an experienced grandmaster, Razuvaev began actively passing on his knowledge and experience to young talents. Reading the memories of him in this first chapter, you will see how warmly and respectfully his pupils remember their great teacher.

Formally, one can regard ex-Women’s World Champion Alexandra Kosteniuk and GM Evgeny Tomashevsky as pupils of Razuvaev. But in practice, over many years, he helped numerous other famous grandmasters, from Anatoly Karpov (during the 1973-4 world championship cycle) to the current World Champion Magnus Carlsen (in 2005) and Fabiano Caruana, who in 2008 studied the subtleties of the Catalan with him (Razuvaev was an unsurpassed expert on the Catalan). But any active player could obtain endless consultation with the maestro – his generosity knew no bounds.

I myself have had many experiences of this. In 1992, Yuri Sergeyevich and I took part in the Dortmund Open, where I, just 16 years old, shared the victory with Lputian and Azmaiparashvili. This was my first major success, after which I was noticed. Kasparov also played in Dortmund, in the main tournament – and won it. He knew me before, from the Botvinnik-Kasparov school, and Razuvaev was then the head coach of the Russian team. And at the closing of the tournament, when we stood at the buffet, Yuri Sergeyevich suddenly addressed me with the words: ‘I have conferred with Garry Kimovich… we both liked your play and we want to take you to the Olympiad.’

It was a complete surprise! Yuri Sergeyevich immediately warned me that there would be a lot of friction in Moscow – it would not be easy to force through this decision, but he assured me that they were serious and would do their best. In the end, he asked if I minded. Of course, there were no objections, and from that day our long acquaintance began. I was taken to the Olympiad after a battle – following a big debate, Kasparov with Razuvaev gave their personal guarantee, saying: ‘If he plays badly, we will take the blame!’ The Manila Olympiad was the start of my take-off as a player, so that day in Dortmund is very memorable for me.

At the Olympiad, almost everyone lived two to a room, and Yuri Sergeyevich took responsibility for me. This brought us closer, and since then we have always been on very good terms. He watched my successes, and we regularly met. Addressing his friends, he always used the familiar form of ‘you’, but with me it was always the formal ‘You’, which was characteristic for him.

He seemed to me a rare man, of which there are very few in the modern world. He had huge tact, innate intelligence – I would even say, he was aristocratic. Pleasant in communication, very positive and extremely benevolent. This is one of the reasons why he was always a good coach.

After becoming a World Champion, I liked to call him after some tournament and ask about his impressions. Or we just met somewhere to talk about life and about chess. I always appreciated his opinion highly. Yuri Sergeyevich had a fantastic quality: in the language of Kozma Prutkov [Translator’s note: Kozma Prutkov is the name of a fictional character, invented by a group of 19th century Russian satirical poets, in whose name they published many aphorisms and fables. All educated Russians are familiar with these quotes and frequently allude to them], he saw into the root of things, grasped incredibly accurately the essence of events. And, what is very important, he was able to state this in a brief form. He spoke a couple of phrases, and everything became clear!


There are only a few coaches in the world with such a deep understanding of chess, the highest class and with this ability to identify the most important thing, to structure, to draw an accurate conclusion from a large number of games and mistakes. He always got to the point – what to work on, where there is a weakness, what needs to be corrected. Sometimes these were not chess moments, but psychological or purely lifestyle. Yuri Sergeyevich perfectly understood that there is a connection between the game, achievements, and some things that seemingly are not related to chess. He could say: ‘Try to rest now, don’t play for a month’. Or: ‘Try to go to the cinema in the evening during the tournament.’

It was always between us: no one knew that he was helping me, through an old friendship. And not only me. Boris Gelfand worked with Yuri Sergeyevich until the latter’s death. First of all, it was pleasant to talk with him purely as a person – he had a great sense of humour, but he could always give advice, because he watched chess to the very end and from time to time he noticed things that escaped our attention. Few know about Razuvaev’s help to me and Gelfand, but we listened carefully to his advice.

I should also mention Razuvaev’s scientific activity in the field of public education. Scrupulously studying the problems of children’s thinking and working with major scientists, he developed an original methodology for developing abilities in children with the help of chess. He conducted experimental studies in ordinary schools in different regions of Russia and quickly achieved higher educational achievement among lagging schoolchildren. It was almost miraculous.

Various influential figures have been trying for years to introduce chess into the compulsory school curriculum. The benefit is obvious: schoolchildren acquire a sense of responsibility at every step, as happens in the process of a game of chess. Also, logical thinking is developed, something so necessary for making the right decisions.

Razuvaev went further: he showed the unique role of chess for training the ability of the mind to work effectively. This is especially true when solving chess problems of mate in two or three moves, which develops observation and ingenuity, and stimulates mental endurance, over a tense search for the various candidate moves.

When thinking about the next move, players calculate the consequences of the decision in their head. Both the pieces and the chessboard are before their eyes, but you cannot move the pieces, so all their movements are performed with the help of the imagination – that is, the thinking process happens as if blindfolded. At first, students are offered simple tasks, mainly for the purpose of developing visualisation, e.g. which piece should give check to the black king, and on what square, so that he has nowhere to move. Gradually, the tasks become more complicated; the apotheosis of difficulty could be the brilliant problem by the 19th century composer, Sam Loyd. This work of art Razuvaev demonstrated in his lectures and articles, so that everyone could realize what beauty is hidden in chess creativity.
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Sam Loyd

First Prize, Checkmate 1903

Mate in three moves

So how does the solver find the solution? Naturally, the first thing that enters one’s head is the attack on the black king. This is how novice players act. But there is another approach. We see that the white pieces are perfectly located (pay special attention to the horizontal and diagonal batteries of rooks and bishops), and only the knight on e4 is not protected. And it stands beautifully and controls the important square d6, where the black king would like to flee. I would like to protect this knight with a bishop from the square d3. But then the black king attacks the unprotected bishop, and on 2.♔e2 Black promotes to a queen, with double check, and there is no time to give mate. Therefore, White starts with

1.♔e2!!

Now after 1 …f1♕++ there follows the unexpected and very beautiful move 2.♔e3!! (the point of the problem!) with inevitable mate on the next move, since one of the batteries will give check and mate, whilst 2…♕xb5 is followed by mate in one, in several different ways.

And if the black king immediately takes the white knight with 1…♔xe4, then 2.♗d3++ (cooperation between bishop and king and the work of the horizontal battery) 2…♔d4 3.♖f4 mate (diagonal battery).

Nor is Black saved by 1…♔d4. Then 2.♖f4+ e5 3.♘xg3 – mate (the e5-pawn is pinned) using the diagonal battery.

[image: Images]

And finally, Black can set the trap 1…cxd2. Now 2.♔e3 is bad because of 2…d1♘+ or 2…f1♘+. But winning is 2.♖f8 (f7, f3)+ ♔xe4 3.♗d3 – mate.

And we work all this out in our head, without moving the pieces.

The whole chess biography of Yuri Razuvaev is a textbook example. He was a pupil of the Botvinnik school, a researcher and a practical player, who achieved a great deal. He was a man infinitely devoted to chess, but at the same time widely educated, self-critical and purposeful, he looked almost an ideal figure for great achievements. Yes, and talent was not lacking either: a brilliant memory, deep knowledge of all stages of the game, a rare speed of thought, accurate calculation of variations, plus inexorable logic. A real chess academician!

Yes, he was an academician. And if such an academy existed, then Razuvaev would have had one of the prominent places in it – next to such titans as Tarrasch, Rubinstein, Réti, Nimzowitsch… the chess activity of the hero of this book was so multifaceted.

After reading the tributes of contemporaries (Chapter 1, 3 and 5), you will see that my words about Yuri Sergeyevich are not an exaggeration. Here he is remembered not only by his students, but also by his friends – well-known chess players and coaches. They also comment on his selected games (Chapter 2). Then his best articles, speeches and interviews (Chapter 4) are also collected. This collective work of an outstanding specialist can be safely recommended to everyone who loves chess. I am sure that studying the creative heritage of Yuri Razuvaev will bring you great benefits.

I am very glad that fate brought me into contact with such an amazing person, and I regret that he left us so early. I have great memories of him.
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CHAPTER 1

Memories of Razuvaev’s contemporaries – I

Garry Kasparov

He could see the future

A Moscow intellectual, a graduate of the historical faculty of Moscow State University, a connoisseur of art and literature, a man of diverse talents, Yuri Sergeyevich Razuvaev left a bright mark on modern chess – as a grandmaster, as a writer, and as an outstanding trainer, teacher and analyst.

His chess gift showed up quite early. In 1963, the year of my birth, he was, along with Karpov, Balashov and other young talents, among the first students of the famous Botvinnik school. Many years later, Razuvaev admitted that he remembered all his life the first phrase that Mikhail Moiseyevich said at the session: ‘I immediately warn that chess can not be taught, you can only learn it yourself!’

In the early 1970s he was already a well-known chess player – he won the Youth World Cup as part of the Soviet team, made his way to the final of the national championship… But already in his youth, Razuvaev gravitated towards coaching – he helped Karpov and assisted Botvinnik at the sessions of his school.
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Yuri Razuvaev and Garry Kasparov at the Central Chess Club, Moscow 2010.




There, in Dubna, we met for the first time in August 1973, when Alexander Nikitin brought me, a 10-year-old first-category player, to the ‘entrance exam’ with Botvinnik. Yuri Sergeyevich later recalled how, after the first interview with me, he ‘in an absolutely insane state’ asked Botvinnik: ‘It seems that we have a genius on our hands?’ And the latter answered thoughtfully: ‘It seems so!’

Soon he completely switched to working with Karpov and accompanied him throughout his winning run in the 1973-4 world championship cycle. Then he was the coach of the USSR team, which won the Olympiad in 1980 and two European championships. He also did not forget about children’s chess: he helped teach at the Smyslov and Polugaevsky schools. He became the co-author of the remarkable book Akiba Rubinstein (1980), one of the best in the popular ‘black’ series.

Razuvaev also continued to play in tournaments. By the way, I suffered a painful defeat against him in the final of the 46th USSR Championship (Tbilisi, 1978). This was my debut in such high society, and a quick start (4 out of 6) caused me a degree of euphoria. But I immediately suffered a cold shower – I lost to Timoschenko and Razuvaev… And in June 1984 we fought side by side in the historic match USSR-Rest of the World, and Razuvaev scored 2-2 against the regular Candidates’ match contender, Robert Hübner.

The gift of foresight did not fail him in the spring of 1992. Razuvaev was then the chairman of the coaching council of the Russian Chess Federation and the head coach of the Russian team. A month and a half before the Manila Olympiad, we played in Dortmund: I was in the main tournament, Yuri Sergeyevich in the open. Vladimir Kramnik also shone there – the play of the 16-year-old boy made a great impression on us, and we agreed that it would be good to take him to the Olympiad! Soon, at a meeting of the Presidium of the Russian Chess Federation, concerning the candidature of Kramnik, heated arguments arose. I insisted on including Volodya in the team, but experienced wise coaches objected, referring to his young age. Then the floor was taken by one of the most authoritative experts – Yuri Razuvaev, and Kramnik was taken to Manila. As it turned out later, this was a fateful decision.

In 1993, Razuvaev held three sessions of his school, and he later coached the Italian national team, headed the FIDE coaching committee, worked with Alexandra Kosteniuk and Evgeny Tomashevsky, was a regular chess reviewer for the Kommersant newspaper, paid great attention to school chess, and from 2007 directed the children’s school ‘Chess hopes of Russia.’


I never ceased to admire the way he wrote about chess. For example, about Tal: ‘The moment when you started to analyse with him any position, you immediately felt that before you was a real chess magician.’ The pure truth!

And how he taught chess: ‘When I asked Kasparov, what is his secret for working with a computer, Garry said, “I know when to turn it on and when to turn it off!” You need to understand which position should be analysed by brute force, where you need to stop and evaluate how to build the analysis system from the very beginning. Any other way to develop a positional understanding is impossible – only through in-depth analysis of various positions.’

In recent years, I have talked a lot with Yuri Sergeyevich, discussing in detail the plans for introducing chess into general schools. Alas, so far this grandiose project, revealing the bottomless common cultural potential of chess, has not been realized, due to the lack of organizational capabilities in the chess world. But grandmaster Razuvaev firmly believed that school chess has a great future. He always knew how to see the future of chess. Deeply understanding its nature, history and perspective, he instantly grasped the essence of new phenomena.

Remembering today Tarrasch and Nimzowitsch, the outstanding teachers of a hundred years ago, who laid the foundations of modern chess, I think that at the turn of the 20th and 21st centuries, Yuri Sergeyevich Razuvaev was a worthy follower of their noble mission. The classics created general ideas about the game, which, of course, is much harder to do these days.

Razuvaev is always in my memory. Many of his ideas for the development of children’s chess and brilliant coaching developments are still waiting for their time, and surely the day will come when they will see the light of day.

Anatoly Karpov

I met Razuvaev at Botvinnik’s school in 1963. Yura always followed the theory. His opening repertoire was, I think, not wide enough, but he knew his systems deeply and thoroughly. He was one of the main experts in the Catalan Opening, and successfully used this opening as White all his life. He and I participated together in many competitions, he was a grandmaster, he played stably, played the endgame well. He was my coach at the Interzonal tournament in 1973 and then in my matches with Polugaevsky and Spassky. But in the match with Kortchnoi, I was helped by a different team of coaches. I must say that they were all perfectly combined with Semyon Abramovich Furman, Yura was a very sociable person and we had a strong team.



[image: Images]

Kibitzing at the board of Karpov-Kramnik, Monaco 1996.



A researcher by nature, a cultured, intelligent man, very knowledgeable, he was the author of many articles. He did not slow his activity even when he was overcome by a serious illness, which he fought courageously.

Boris Spassky

In the 1990s an important event occurred for French chess: a rich lady, a Frenchwoman of Syrian descent named Nadine Ojjeh, appeared. She agreed to become a sponsor of French chess life. First of all, it was necessary to help the chess club ‘Caissa’, which was having a very hard time. Before that, ‘Caissa’ had been run by one of the leading chess players in France, Madame Chaudé de Silans, but things had become very difficult. And this was the first aid received by the club ‘Caissa’.

The next step, made by Mrs. Ojjeh, was the opening of the club in a new building on the Boulevard Lannes, directly opposite the Soviet embassy. Such a strange combination of circumstances! This club attracted some of the greatest and most important business and political figures in France.

Further, Mrs. Ojjeh decided to create the strongest club team in France. And for this, the World Champion Vladimir Kramnik was invited, who took first board.

Soon, however, Mrs. Ojjeh decided to do something to raise the level of French chess players at any cost. It took good coaches, and the choice fell on Yuri Sergeyevich Razuvaev, who by this time already had a lot of experience. It is important to note that in the past, he had been on the team of Anatoly Evgenevich Karpov, and for the last few years he had trained the Italian national team.

It seems to me that Yuri Sergeyevich took great pleasure in working with the Italian team. I must say that at all times the Russian intellectual dreamed of visiting Italy. One can remember the reign of Boris Godunov [Translator’s Note: Russian Tsar from 1585-1605, and the last before the so-called ‘Time of Troubles’. Recognising Russia’s backwardness, his main contribution in the early years of his reign was the importing of foreign teachers and the sending of Russians abroad to be educated] – when he began to send Russian youth to the West, the first defectors appeared, and precisely among those who were sent to Italy, because Italy, in the minds of the Russian intelligentsia, was the apex of everything, the beginning of civilization, not only European, but perhaps also Russian civilization.

And now, after the agreement between Madam Ojjeh and Yuri Sergeyevich was concluded, he began to come to France regularly, where he was engaged with two students. The first was a talented boy named Laurent Fressinet, the second Joel Lautier. I was also included in his work.

So I again met with Yuri Sergeyevich Razuvaev. I do not remember exactly how we met first in the Soviet Union. Most likely, it happened through consideration of some chess games, because Yuri knew very well the work of any world champion, including mine, and in general all leading chess players of the Soviet Union. I also saw his play. He was an active, enterprising chess player, with good combinational vision. He had a very lively style of play.

We had a good friendly relationship. We discussed the work of many grandmasters, and we both rated very highly Vasily Vasilievich Smyslov, Mikhail Moiseyevich Botvinnik, Misha Tal, etc.

It must be said that Yuri Sergeyevich was a man with a great sense of humour. He knew everyone well and was always very happy, remembering some stories about Botvinnik, Smyslov, Petrosian, Tal… But, although a funny and witty person, Yuri Sergeyevich was also a strong chess player, he did not have any chess secrets. As a high-level coach, he could give very good and smart advice.

Our creative work together lasted for several months. My task was to provide him with the best financial conditions when Yuri Sergeyevich came to France. This was perfectly possible, due to the fact that Madam Ojjeh showed herself to be a rather generous woman.

It seems to me that this was a good time in the life of Yuri Sergeyevich, when he was making his visits to France. And in my life too, because he was a cheerful, sympathetic person. Thanks to the fact that Yuri Sergeyevich took such a part in the life of our French team, it did very well. He was a good specialist in the field of openings and could help quite concretely: he would say ‘here is such-and-such a variation’, and he would guarantee his recommendation. This is very important in team competitions.

Yuri Sergeyevich was a good link between the players, the very fact that during the competition you can see the smiling face of the coach – this alone pleases the players. But when the coach is gloomy, with a face worthy of a funeral, then this is not good!

I have the fondest memories of Yuri Sergeyevich Razuvaev.

Veselin Topalov

I worked with Yuri Razuvaev before the 1996 tournament in Las Palmas. I wanted to gain experience from a high-class specialist and surprise my opponents with new ideas.

Before that, I knew him as an excellent author of books and articles. I especially liked the book about Rubinstein. As a person, he was very pleasant, friendly, and he never spoke ill of anyone.

After this training session we always had friendly relations. I think that Razuvaev is one of the few people in the chess world, whom everyone respected.
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A conversation with Veselin Topalov.




Viswanathan Anand

I never worked with Yuri Razuvaev, but we played during one of my first attempts to become a grandmaster, at a tournament in Calcutta. After that we met several times at tournaments in Moscow. I always remembered his sense of humour, he was a very witty person. I was very sad to learn that he had passed away.

Magnus Carlsen

I was in Moscow in 2005 and worked with Razuvaev and Nikitin on different aspects of chess. Razuvaev taught me positional play, and his task was easier, because it was natural to me. From him I also learned how to play some endgames. He showed me some Rubinstein games, and I know that he was a fan of his work. It is very sad that he has died.

Boris Postovsky

Yuri Razuvaev (I cannot bring myself to call him Yuri Sergeyevich, because for me he was always Yura!) knew one another for about forty years, maybe a little more – from the time he studied at the historical faculty of Moscow University.

From the first days, as Yura learned to play chess, he began to eagerly absorb information from chess books and listen to lectures of masters and grandmasters. One day, in the library of the Central Chess Club, he was lucky enough to run into his idol, David Bronstein. The young man and the master talked constructively, looked at some of Razuvaev’s games, and the grandmaster, among other recommendations, advised the boy to study Spielmann’s book The Art of Sacrifice in Chess (in the original German Richtig Opfern!). When he was already a grandmaster, Razuvaev loved to relate this bright episode from his childhood.

And his chess career began when Yura first enrolled in the district pioneers palace, and then he moved to the city. There, the experienced trainers A.N.Chistiakov and A.A.Yaroshevsky taught opening theory, strategy and tactics. In addition, many strong masters and grandmasters came to give simultaneous displays. Yura had a brilliant memory, he tirelessly studied the theory and practice of chess. But all the same, he initially developed quite slowly. A sharp jump occurred when the outstanding coach V.N.Yurkov personally started working with him at the Young Pioneer Palace. Vladimir Nikolayevich put his heart and soul into coaching, and Yura grasped everything quickly and firmly mastered it. Hard work soon brought the long-awaited fruits. At the next USSR schoolchildren’s championship (Moscow, January 1962) Razuvaev, having won in the last round over the strong Riga youth A.Vitolins, shared 2nd-3rd places with him. This was the first inspiring success of the 16-year-old candidate master.

It is necessary to pay tribute to the leaders of the Trud sports society, who then showed an enviable sagacity, and in the following year, in 1963, they included the young man in a master tournament, without forcing him to qualify. Yuri successfully coped with a difficult task and fulfilled the master norm (the title was officially awarded on March 31, 1964).

Another important event in the life of the young master was the invitation to M.Botvinnik’s school, which was opened in 1963 in conjunction with Trud. The legendary G.A.Goldberg took on the organizational role and the coach was V.N.Yurkov. But the main part of the work Mikhail Moiseyevich performed himself, which is understandable: this was the first set of gifted children. It was here that Razuvaev got acquainted with 12-year-old Tolya Karpov from Zlatoust.

Having graduated from high school in 1964, Yuri entered the historical faculty of Moscow State University. Although the Patriarch liked the correctness and conscientious hard work of Razuvaev, the latter could no longer remain in the famous school: after becoming a student, he automatically switched to the sport society ‘Burevestnik’. The rules in those days were strict.

Yura studied well, while playing for the University team and in the individual Moscow championships. I think that he was the only student chess player (of those who later became grandmasters) who did not take academic leave. It is noteworthy that in the semi-final of the 1968 Moscow Championship, Razuvaev won 11 (!) games in a row at the start. He qualified for the final (only two players did so), but refused to play due to the dates clashing with a university class. Today it is difficult to believe this. The final was an extremely strong tournament, which was won by T.Petrosian (the world champion!) and D.Bronstein. Yura carried such a responsible and serious attitude to things all through his life.

It is interesting to note that Razuvaev appeared for the first time in the role of coach in 1969, when he helped Alexander Zaitsev from Vladivostok in a match against experienced Lev Polugaevsky, in a playoff for the title of USSR champion. The first grandmaster from the Far East lost with a minimal margin of 2.5: 3.5. It was a relatively successful start for Yuri in this new role.

After graduating from Moscow State University, Razuvaev was assigned to the Institute of Physical Education as a teacher of scientific communism. Yura was more interested in chess, and in parallel he also taught at the chess department, which was opened in 1966, thanks to the efforts of the energetic and determined G.A.Goldberg. It was Grigory Abramovich who invited Razuvaev to work as an assistant to Botvinnik at his famous school. This fruitful cooperation lasted about 5 years.
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Gennady Kuzmin watches the game Zamanov-Razuvaev.



Boris Gulko, who was Yura’s closest friend for 50(!) years, believes that Razuvaev’s ascent to the higher levels of chess society began with the USSR Young Masters championship (Vilnius, 1971), where he shared 1st place with Gennady Kuzmin. His victories over Vaganian and Timoschenko made a strong impression. At the same time, Razuvaev was included in the country’s student team, which won at the World Student Championships in Puerto Rico. The team brought together for the first time Karpov and two Yuri Sergeyevich’s – Balashov and Razuvaev, who soon became Karpov’s faithful assistants in the fight for the chess crown. The leader of that team was Vladimir Tukmakov.

And so we come to 1972, when in the semifinals of the championship of the country (Chelyabinsk), Yura for the first time won the right to participate in the final of the USSR championship. It was not easy for him at all. At first he had a weak start (4 out of 9), but then he played very powerfully in the second half – 7 out of 8!

The young master’s achievement allowed the sports society ‘Burevestnik’ to secure for Razuvaev a stipend from the trade union (160 roubles a month). Thanks to this, in late 1972, Yura was able to leave the Physical Culture Institute and devote himself entirely to his beloved cause. At that time, his stipend was the equivalent of the salary of a senior engineer, but the main thing was that he did not have to go to work every morning in Moscow and fill his head with scientific communism.

Yuri and I became very close in 1972. This happened in the city of Byeltsy, where the first All-Union student games were held. He played on the first board for the Institute, and I was the chief arbiter. Yura was already thinking about the forthcoming USSR championship finals in Baku and therefore quickly agreed to draws, winning only one game. True, he helped his teammates in the preparation for the next game and in analysing adjournments. He often went for walks with Boris Gulko, who led the NGU team, and we usually met at the bazaar. What tasty apples one could get there!

In general, this was the golden age of Soviet chess. In November 1971, young Anatoly Karpov shared 1st-2nd places with Stein in the extremely strong Alekhine Memorial tournament. This event did not go unnoticed at the top. After all, Robert Fischer was rampant at the time, and in the corridors of power, it was decided to bet on the young Karpov in the future fight for the chess crown, as the incumbent World Champion Boris Spassky might well lose his title to the American – which indeed happened the next year in Reykjavik. The young grandmaster was then studying at the University of Leningrad, while intensively engaged in chess with the great theoretician and remarkable man, Semyon Furman. After transferring from MSU to Leningrad State University (1969), Karpov lived in the rented apartment of Alexander Bakh, who played an outstanding role in his destiny. It was he who created the team around Karpov, which ensured his rapid ascent to the championship title. Yuri Razuvaev was also a member of this team.
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The team of the Moscow Institute Fizkultura at the first All-Union student games in Byeltsy 1972. First row a.o. Tatiana Lematchko and Sergey Arkhipov, second row (mid) Razuvaev, third row (mid) Mark Dvoretsky.



Yura invested a lot of energy and effort in Karpov’s successful performances in the Leningrad Interzonal tournament (1973), and then his victory in the Candidates’ matches (1974). He told me that while preparing for the match with Fischer, they spent tens of hours with Tal, analysing the sharpest positions in the Najdorf Variation of the Sicilian Defence.

But the match, as is known, did not take place. On April 24, 1975, in the Hall of Columns of the House of Trade Unions, Anatoly Karpov was proclaimed World Champion, and in May of the same year, this event was celebrated in Leningrad. Even then Yura told his close friend Vadim Faibisovich about his desire to leave the Karpov team. But it turned out that this was not so simple…

Soon Razuvaev, in company with Balashov, went to Cuba, where he managed to make his first grandmaster norm. A year later, Yura again participated in the Capablanca Memorial, this time along with Boris Gulko. Having fulfilled the norm for a second time, Razuvaev became an International Grandmaster. It was not easy for him. Here is what Boris Gulko said: ‘At the start Yura lost to a weak player, who soon dropped out. In the last round he had to meet Guillermo Garcia Gonzales, who at that time was playing well. There was no certainty that a draw would be enough for the norm, and I managed to convince Yura to play for the win.’

Overall, 1976 was a very successful year for Yura, perhaps the most productive of his career. Shortly before Cuba, he won the USSR Cup, held in Tbilisi, as part of the Burevestnik team. I was one of the coaches and attended the meeting before the match with ‘Trud’. Smyslov had to play Black against Kortchnoi. The experienced Vasily Vasilyevich began to persuade Yura, who was the reserve member, to replace him. ‘You see, Yura,’ said V.V., ‘he will torment me for a long time, but you are a young man, you know everything and will easily make a draw.’ But Yura did not want to fight. ‘You have such experience,’ he told Smyslov, ‘that only you can neutralize him…’ Indeed, V.V. equalized the position, and when he was already better, he offered a draw.

Kortchnoi’s energy was amazing: he was at the same time the leader of the team, coach and captain. I remember that neither Karpov nor Petrosian turned out to play against him. That’s why Yura did not dare to lead the team. And ‘Trud’ as a result took 2nd place, ahead of an army of grandmasters, headed by World Champions Karpov and Gaprindashvili. This was Kortchnoi’s last appearance in the Soviet Union, as in July of the same year, he refused to return from the IBM tournament in Holland.

In the autumn, Yura, as part of the Burevestnik team, won the European Champions Cup. But he was still working on Karpov’s team: Yura helped Anatoly, when he played in the USSR championship for the first time as World Champion – and won it.

The next year was very difficult for Razuvaev. He made the final and very difficult decision to leave the Karpov coaching team. He was urged to remain, pressure was exerted… Anatoly himself asked Yura at least just to attend the training camps. Of course, he really wanted Yura to go with him to Baguio: the World Champion had real faith in the team of the two Yuri’s, Razuvaev and Balashov. There were many versions of why Razuvaev refused to continue such a prestigious coaching job. I spoke a lot with Yura at that time, and I supported his decision. There was no disagreement within the team, it was just that Yura felt extremely tired mentally… at the same time, he wanted to play more himself. It is well known that the work of a world champion’s trainer and the practical game are incompatible.

Thus, we come to the USSR Championship First League, 1977. 18 players, a strong and solid line-up. I was the coach and second of Gulko and Razuvaev. In the summer, I finally left my work at a closed institute and went to work in Moscow’s ‘Burevestnik’ sports club. And this was my first trip as a coach to the First League of the USSR Championship. I remember the magnificent October in Baku. For 23 days we managed to overcome the problems of accommodation in the hotel: with the help of Faik Gasanov, the three of us settled in a three-room suite, which was the first victory. It was almost a month of stubborn struggle.

Gulko was among the favourites, whereas Yura found it hard going, as he had not participated in such a strong and fighting tournament for a long time. And, of course, it was difficult to shake off quickly what he had gone through to get away from the Karpov coaching team.

But in compensation, almost every day we received positive emotions from the young Garik Kasparov, who often came to visit us, and sometimes accompanied us to the round. He rattled off variations at such a speed that Yura and Boris could only exchange glances slyly. And when he left, they all spoke with one voice: ‘This guy will slaughter us all in the near future.’ And at that time Kasparov was still a candidate master.

In addition to variations, Garik often brought with him something delicious to eat. I especially remember the jam made by Klara Shagenovna, his remarkable mother. During the tournament, on October 10, Yura had his birthday. On one of the free days, Faik came to visit us with a bottle of cognac. We drank a glass, and when the guest left, Yura and I continued together. I convinced Yuri that the following day, he would force a non-standard game on Vladimir Bagirov and win. It was very important to instil confidence, although I knew well how difficult it is to beat this first-class defender. But everything turned out right. Volodya, who lived then in Baku, played really well in that tournament and qualified for the top league, but after losing this game, he was confused, and in his loud voice, he addressed his club-mate and opponent: ‘Yura, what have I done to you, to make you attack me so?’

Razuvaev did not qualify for the top league, but was not upset, because he looked at things realistically.

The following year, he did reach the top league of the 46th USSR Championship (Tbilisi). His good form could be judged by his first-round game as Black against Polugaevsky. But Yura was unlucky: on the third day of the tournament, his wisdom tooth began to trouble him and his temperature rose sharply. It took a surgical intervention, which affected his condition and mood. True, he managed to defeat Kasparov, who was then improving at cosmic speed.

A year later, the future World Champion played White against Yuri and had a chance to take revenge, but the game ended in a draw (Highest League, Minsk, 1979). They did not meet at the board again, and Yura remained one of the few who had a plus score against this brilliant player.
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With his wife Natalya and (left) Boris Postovsky.
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In conversation with Alexey Dreev.



In the late 70s-early 80s, Yura and I were especially close, helping each other in everything. We did theoretical reviews of many tournaments. But especially we were brought together by the desire to help young chess players…

In 1978, the All-Russian chess school of V.Smyslov was opened, and Yura invested a lot of strength and pedagogical talent in its work. It is very important for me that the school has made us friends forever. At the same time, we learned a lot from each other, feeling mutual sympathy and goodwill. I remember how he was giving lectures on the work of Akiba Rubinstein (then he wrote a book about him) at the gathering in Orlyonka, the pioneer camp of the Central Committee of the Komsomol in the Black Sea. Yura lectured magnificently, and the young Salov, Bareev, Dreev, Krasenkow, Glek, Piskov, Serper, the very small Tiviakov and many others listened to the master with great attention. He knew how to talk about complicated things simply and intelligibly. Many of the pupils of the school still remember (after more than 30 years have passed!) these magnificent lectures. I also recall how, in the same camp, six-year-old Sasha, the son of Yura, told Smyslov and his wife the secrets of growing cucumbers and tomatoes. Smyslov laughed heartily and thereafter always called Sasha ‘the farmer.’ I listened to their conversations often, with great pleasure.

Many pupils at the school became grandmasters, while Bareev, Dreev and Tiviakov won Olympiad gold medals!


Yura’s participation in the Moscow team at the USSR People’s Spartakiad (Moscow, 1979) was an important moment. The competition was held every four years. At the previous Spartakiad, the Moscow team had failed, taking only 5th place, but now its preparation was the subject of special attention, not only from the Moscow sports committee, but also the Moscow City Council, and even the city party committee. I was appointed as the head coach of the team.

The mood of Yura and myself deteriorated sharply when we learned from Boris Gulko during the second training camp in May that he and his wife had applied to leave the country. Of course, they were immediately withdrawn from the team, which was thereby weakened considerably, as Gulko and Akhsharumova were two of our biggest scorers. At the final training camp (24 days long!) in the sanatorium of the city committee of the CPSU, the composition of the team was discussed. There was no unanimous opinion… and then Petrosian, Smyslov and Vasiukov (the heavyweights and veterans of the team) entrusted me with the job of solving this issue. I decided to give one of the vacant spots to Yura, because I was sure that he would not let us down. And so it happened: he shared first place on his board, without suffering a single defeat. Reliability is always the most important thing when playing for a team!

In the same year, Yura won the tournament in the city of Polanica Zdroj and shared 14th place at the international tournament in Dubna, where he played an excellent and theoretically important game against Ivan Farago. And ahead lay the USSR Championship First League in Frunze. I was sent as second to Sergey Dolmatov, but in part I helped Yura as well. Sergey took 1st place, and Yura and Makarychev shared 2-3rd. The First League was in October, but by the time of the top league, held in December in Minsk, Yura was out of strength and energy to play.

In 1980, Yura went to Cuba for the third time. He went together with Igor Ivanov, who had led the Uzbekistan team at the Spartakiad of the Peoples of the USSR, where he beat the world champion A.Karpov, who was representing Leningrad. It was a sensation! Most likely, it was thanks to this achievement that the master was rewarded with a trip to an international tournament. Yura, of course, was appointed the head of the delegation. In those days, it was impossible to go anywhere without such an appointment…

When the tournament was over (Yura took second place), Igor announced that he was remaining behind and would return alone. He, of course, ignored Yura’s objections. As is well known, on his way home, during a stop in Canada, Ivanov asked for political asylum and became a defector. Yura was blamed, he was reprimanded and banned from playing abroad. He was very worried…

However, the Olympiad in Malta lay ahead, where the Olympic gold was to be recovered after our team had finished second behind the Hungarians in 1978. Yura insisted on including the seventeen-year old Garik Kasparov in the team and he went as a coach. Starting with this Olympiad, a long series of victories lasted up to 2002.

When in 1981, Smyslov, celebrating his 60th birthday, unexpectedly turned to me for help in preparing for a major international tournament in Moscow, I was at a loss: how could I help? I called Yura and told him about my doubts. And he told me that only I can do it, and advised me to look at Smyslov’s latest games. This gave me confidence. I looked at the games and saw that the great Smyslov was making mistakes around moves 30-35. In those days, the time control was two and a half hours for 40 moves, followed by adjournment. In the fifth hour, Smyslov was getting tired and making mistakes. I pointed this out to the wise grandmaster and told him that I was ready to help, provided that he played using a self-imposed control of 2 hours for 40 moves, that is, leaving 30 minutes in reserve. Yura approved my idea and enjoyed Vasily Vasilyevich’s success in this strong tournament: shared 2-4th places with Kasparov and Polugaevsky, behind the winner Karpov. In this tournament Smyslov gained the confidence which enabled him to qualify for the Candidates’ matches, reach the final with Kasparov and become at 63 the third-highest rated player in the world!

In 1982, Yura accepted an offer to work as a trainer at the state chess section, although Gulko discouraged him in every possible way. But he only lasted there a couple of months. He could not put up with the lies and hypocrisy of the leadership of the office, especially concerning trips to international tournaments. This is described in more detail in the book by Gennady Sosonko and Boris Gulko, Yuri Razuvaev. Essays (Washington, 2013). After his dismissal, Yuri found a job as an instructor in the regional ‘Lokomotiv’ sports club. His duties were only to play for the team of the Central Council of the Society. The team became significantly stronger, as a year earlier Gulko and Akhsharumova had also joined it.

In ‘Lokomotiv’, Polugaevsky’s chess school was opened. And Razuvaev, who had extensive experience in the schools of Botvinnik and Smyslov, became an assistant to Lev Abramovich. Now it is difficult to believe this, but all the coaches in such schools worked on a voluntary basis. Yura was also for many years the unpaid deputy chairman of the All-Union Coaching Council, headed by Smyslov.


In 1984, a match was held between the USSR national team and the Rest of the World. Many people were interested in the question of how Razuvaev got into the team. Here’s how it happened. When the USSR team was preparing for the match, Razuvaev was not in the line-up (he was appointed as a coach). And quite by chance I witnessed this episode. I rarely came to see Karpov at home, but that day I went to see him, I believe with a new issue of Informant. During tea, a bell rang. The head of the Chess Department, N.Krogius, called with the message that T. Petrosian was seriously ill and doctors would not allow him to play. And now Krogius asked Karpov: ‘Who should replace him?’ And in those days it was not so simple. It was required that anyone who travelled abroad had to be ‘viezdny’, i.e., had to have a passport with an exit visa. Karpov asked the question: ‘Who is able to go?’ I did not hear everything that Krogius told him, but as a result Karpov heard the name of Razuvaev and said: ‘Yes, yes, Razuvaev is very good.’ And I realized that Karpov did not have any resentment at the fact that Yura had left his team. So, with the approval of the World Champion, Yura was included in the USSR team. And, of course, he did not disappoint. He made four draws with R.Hübner, who in those days was very strong and was part of the world top ten. Yura even played with something in hand: in one or two games, he could have pushed for more, but did not dare (or maybe was under orders not to take any chances).

As far as I know, Yura never lost a single game in team competitions!
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London 1984 (USSR-Rest of the World). Back row: Razuvaev, Romanishin, Vaganian, Karpov, Kasparov, Beliavsky, Tukmakov. Front row: Yusupov, Polugaevsky, Krogius, Smyslov, Tal.




In September 1984, all eagerly awaited the start of the match Karpov-Kasparov, whilst in November the next Olympiad was scheduled in Greece. This is what Oleg Stetsko, who worked for many years as a coach in the Chess Department under the leadership of Krogius, told me:

‘Everyone understood that without “the two K’s” it would not be easy. In difficult situations I always asked Razuvaev for advice. We both agreed that we needed to rejuvenate the team. From the established top players we decided to keep only Polugaevsky. But when I showed the selection to Krogius, he categorically refused to go to V.A.Ivonin (Deputy Chairman of the USSR Sports Committee) for his approval. Yuri Sergeyevich went instead. He convinced Viktor Andreevich [Ivonin] that this selection was best. When Yura was confident, he could convince anyone. His authority was the highest. And the team, headed by Beliavsky, who played with a hand broken on the eve of the departure, won in Saloniki once again, and Sasha took 1st place on top board, having scored 8 out of 10.’

Yura was an exceptional friend, always ready to help. If someone needed something, he was always there. I can say that I became a coach of the Russian team by chance, but this accident was in reality thanks to Yura. In 1994 in the Russian Chess Federation there was some squabbling, a power struggle was going on. I did not like this at all. And early one morning, Yura called me and said: ‘Boris Naumovich, let’s go – today in the House of Scientists on Kropotkinskaya Street, they are holding the election of the chairman of the Russian Chess Federation.’ I did not want to go, but he persuaded me. It turned out that the election of the senior coach of the Russian national team was also on the agenda. And Yura had left this post a year earlier. They offered the senior coach’s position to Sveshnikov, but Evgeny suddenly declared: ‘I want to get into the team not as a coach, but as a player’. Then Kasparov proposed his team-mate Rashkovsky, but the latter, for some reason, also refused. And then Panchenko stood up and said: ‘And what are you doing here, are you going to propose someone else? Boris Naumovich is sitting next to me. Could you find a better coach?’ And I had absolutely no idea, and did not say anything, and did not even really want the job, besides which I was significantly older than everyone else. But since no one else was seen or found, they began to vote – and 30 of 32 people voted for me, the other two abstaining. Only grandmasters voted. That’s how it happened… if Yura had not phoned me and taken me there, then a victorious coaching career in which the teams, with my participation as a coach, managed to win all competitions in a row: four Olympiads (1994-2000) and a world championship (1997) – would not have happened. But Yura did not rule out the possibility that I might be chosen as coach of the national team, and was very glad that it all happened. Yura had tremendous intuition, not only in chess.

I remember how Yura helped me in a completely hopeless situation, it would seem. It was in 1988. With the help of my Yugoslav friends I managed to get an invitation to the tournament in Lugano (Switzerland) for Alexander Chernin, with me as his coach. But the USSR Sports Committee was considering sending other grandmasters instead, and therefore we applied to the All-Union Council of Trade Unions, where there was an excellent attitude on the part of the leadership to chess and to us personally. For me it was my first trip to a capitalist country, previously I had been denied this for many years. And when, at the last moment, thanks to the efforts of the Master of Sport, the charming Boris Bilunov, who worked as an instructor in the CPSU Central Committee, we received a positive decision from the Central Committee, it suddenly became clear that the Chess Department had sent the tournament director Francesco de Maria a fax, in which it was stated that the USSR chess federation objected to our participation… There was one day left before the departure. And then Yura contacted the director of the Institute of Economics of the USSR Academy of Sciences, the first vice-president of the chess federation Leonid Ivanovich Abalkin, and requested that the federation support our participation. Leonid Ivanovich was a strong chess player and had great respect for Yuri Sergeyevich. I got to his office around ten in the evening, and before me, he met with a group of cosmonauts. Seeing that I was very wet under the cold rain, he offered me cognac with chocolate. We talked, he signed the letter, wished us success and sent me home in his car. I still remember with excitement this remarkable man, a scientist and an intellectual. We did not disappoint: Chernin finished ahead of the other Soviet participants (Tukmakov, Gavrikov



















































OEBPS/images/img_p6-4-a.jpg





OEBPS/images/img_p10-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/img_p6-5-a.jpg





OEBPS/images/img_p6-1a.jpg





OEBPS/images/img_box.jpg





OEBPS/images/img_p10-2.jpg
] g <] 1
- <]
arf ¢ Gl <
B -0 <] LS
o]

A R FEC

)]

<






OEBPS/images/img_p14-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/img_box1.jpg





OEBPS/images/img_p14-2.jpg





OEBPS/images/img_p11.jpg





OEBPS/images/img_p33.jpg






OEBPS/images/img_p30.jpg





OEBPS/images/img_p17.jpg





OEBPS/images/img_p6.jpg
abcdefgh





OEBPS/images/img_p6-2a.jpg





OEBPS/page-template.xpgt
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 





OEBPS/images/img_p25.jpg





OEBPS/images/img_p22.jpg





OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
WITH A
FOREWORD
BY VLADIMIR
KRAMNIK

The Creative Heritage of
1Yuri Razuvaev





OEBPS/images/img_p20.jpg





OEBPS/images/img_p29.jpg





OEBPS/images/img_p9-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/img_p26.jpg





OEBPS/images/img_p9-2.jpg





