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  After months of preparations, the New Alliance is ready to reveal itself in a spectacular fashion. James Finch joins his comrades and exposes his true nature in front of the world media. He was prepared for some fall-out but finds himself in a bind when he is reunited with ‘the one that got away’.


  When Charlie McAllister switches on the TV after a trying day working at the Edinburgh Herald, the last thing she expects to see is her former flame, James. As she watches him transform into a bear, she has two realizations. This must be why he dumped her so many years ago, and, finally she has a chance to bag a real story and make a name for herself.


  Surely, with James’s true nature revealed, nothing stands in the way of their second chance at happiness, right? Wrong. You don’t just expose an ancient secret without rubbing a lot of folk the wrong way. Now, James and everyone close to him have targets on their backs.


  This paranormal romance novella is the sixth and final installment of the Scottish Werebear series. For the best experience, readers are advised to read the series in order.


  This story is intended for adult audiences only.


  Reading order for the Scottish Werebears series:An Unexpected Affair,A Dangerous Business,A Forbidden Love,Sugar & Spice: A Scottish Werebear Xmas,A New Beginning,A Painful DilemmaandA Second Chance. Or Read them all together withScottish Werebear: The Complete Collection!
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  This was it, the moment of truth.


  James folded his hands and concentrated on keep his breaths even and deep. He was a calm and balanced man normally, but today was different. It was the right thing to do, but he couldn't help worrying about what they would unleash.


  Weeks of work would culminate in this one act of rebellion. By the end of tonight, the world would be a different place. They'd be free, or they'd be in more danger than ever before.


  He looked around the van where his comrades - his brothers and sisters in revolution - sat. Each of the half dozen of them thoughtful, worried, excited. It was hard to pick just one emotion for tonight. They had worked so hard to make this happen, but there were no guarantees in life. It could all go horribly wrong.


  "Five minutes," Henry Weston, their leader remarked, while checking his watch.


  Beside him, Gail McPherson - James' former colleague - grabbed Henry's hand, and they shared one of those looks that seemed to speak a thousand words.


  Henry cleared his throat, causing everyone else in the back of the van to look up at him.


  "You all know this, but I feel it should be said out loud. We've achieved so much in an incredibly short time. Kyle, your internet campaign has made a bigger impact than I ever thought possible," Henry said.


  Kyle nodded and looked down at his hands. In the short time James had
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  It started as a rather ordinary day in September. Eric King, who had led the London branch of the New Alliance, found himself with not much else to do but to flip through TV channels at home. Ever since the big reveal earlier in the year, the New Alliance had been struggling to remain relevant, and the only real work that had come along was PR related. That was not something Eric was good at.


  He—like most bears—was more comfortable outside of the limelight.


  So he found himself alone on the sofa, watching the news, which had grown increasingly unnerving over the last few weeks. They kept repeating the same images of seemingly ordinary people—shifters just like him—pouring into makeshift camps in Dover. His heart grew heavy at the sight.


  Theyhad done this. The New Alliance, under Henry's leadership, had orchestrated the events that had led up to this mess.


  They were lucky with how things had gone down in the UK; the human government seemed to be willing to accept the shifters as part of their citizenry.


  But not every country had followed the same approach. That was the reason so many of their kind were now trying to relocate.


  France had implemented a mandatory registration policy for all shifters, and The Netherlands had a similar law up for vote in an upcoming referendum. People—humans and shifters alike—were scared of what the future would bring.


  The camera panned across the latest group of arrivals: a family of five, scanning their surroundings as they disembarked the ferry that had brought them across the Channel. The children seemed to not realize why they had come across; it was still all a big adventure for them. But the mother's face couldn't disguise the uncertainty she must be feeling.


  In her eyes, Eric saw his very own mother, when an unfortunate and badly timed shift on his part had forced them to abandon their hometown of York and find refuge in London when he was only thirteen.


  Looking at him and his younger brother now, nobody would be able to guess that they weren't native to Greenwich, East London, where they'd moved to at that time. They'd adopted the local culture flawlessly, down to the right accent and the same dress sense everyone in their age group seemed to follow. They'd done everything they could to avoid standing out.


  But it had taken him a long time indeed to feel like hebelonged.Current events had reminded him of that old struggle.


  How long would it take these families? These children? Some of them had traveled in groups, others had arrived on their own. How long before they could live in peace like they had done before the New Alliance had blown the rules of secrecy to smithereens and exposed all of their kind to the world?


  Just because the current government was determined to make shifter equality work didn't mean that their futures were set. It wouldn't take all that much to sway public opinion, perhaps just a few unfortunate events involving shifters, capitalized on by the growing anti-shifter movement under Victor Domnall's leadership. Then, the next general election could turn their reality on its head all over again.


  He took a deep breath. It was too late to second-guess their campaign now. No matter how he felt about all this in retrospect, he couldn't take it back.


  Even without his involvement, Henry and his people would have just found someone else to run things in London.


  His phone rang, forcing him to look away from the depressing images on the TV. He grabbed the remote and muted it.


  Speak of the devil,Eric thought as he picked up his phone.


  "Henry. What can I do for you?" he answered.


  "Eric. I have a job for you," Henry said. There were other hushed voices on the other end of the line, but Eric couldn't make out what was being said.


  "What's that?" Eric closed his eyes and pinched the bridge of his nose. He was in too deep. No matter what he thought about the fallout from their campaign, he couldn't back out. All he could do now was help with damage control.


  "I would like for you to join Alpha Squad." The line went quiet, as though everyone else on the other end was waiting for Eric's response with bated breaths.


  Eric opened his eyes again. The news had switched over to a newsreader in a studio.


  Alpha Squad? Him? He wasn't sure how to respond. If that was what Henry wanted, then he ought to agree.


  "The training starts Monday," Henry added.


  "I thought that was just a PR stunt set up by that politician we met together, Oliver Teese."


  "Be that as it may, I think it is vital for us to have one of our own inside the team, don't you think?" Henry said.


  Eric made a face. He hated that Henry was right.


  "True. All right, as you wish. I'll do it."


  Again, a muffled voice said something on the other end of the line, but Eric couldn't identify the exact words.


  "Oh, Gail is wondering if your brother might be interested. We need all the help we can get."


  Eric sighed. Adam had a bit of a reputation as a troublemaker; at twenty-six, he'd never even held down a regular job.


  "Send me the details. I'll talk to him," Eric mumbled.


  "Thanks. Knew I could count on your support." With those last words, the line went dead.


  Eric sat back and switched the sound of the TV back on when he saw a familiar face appear in the studio: Oliver Teese, the politician.


  "So your new position as Secretary for Shifter Affairs is completely unheard of even internationally. How do you intend to put voters' minds at ease about these new developments we've been seeing?" The female reporter turned to Oliver Teese and folded her hands.


  "Well, I've said so from the start and will say so again. Shifters do not pose a threat to the general public. I've had the privilege of meeting with them from the start of all this."


  "Do you mean you were aware of the New Alliance before they made their presence public?" the reporter said.


  The politician smiled mysteriously and waved away her question. His demeanor made the hair on the back of Eric's neck stand upright.A liar by omission.


  *** Want to read the rest?Buy now***


  About the Author


  Dear Reader,


  Thanks for reading Scottish Werebear: A Second Chance, Book 6 in the Scottish Werebears Series. Although this is my first published series, I'm not new to writing in general. In fact, my mom still tells me to this day about how I would make up stories, and attempt to record them in my clumsy, shaky handwriting from the moment I learned to read and write. From there I went on to write fan fiction and other stuff meant for my own eyes only.


  I've always enjoyed stories of the paranormal. Vampires, shape shifters, witches and magic, all featured in the books I loved the most, even when I was still growing up. But it wasn't until much later that I got into romance. One of the first writers (a self published author just like me!) I came across was Tina Folsom, via her Scanguards Vampire series. I was hooked. From there I went on to read more paranormal romance until I found a new favorite kind of hero: bear shifters, like the kind written by Milly Taiden, Zoe Chant, and T.S. Joyce. What I love about bears is how they can be all strong and independent, a bit reclusive, and almost grumpy, but they always end up having a heart of gold (plus they tend to know their food, and we all know that a man who can cook is doubly sexy). All that (except for the shifting into a powerful bear) almost exactly describes the sort of man I ended up falling for and marrying in real life, so it's no surprise that this is what I started my publishing career with.


  If this sounds like something you're interested in as well, keep an eye out for my upcoming releases. All of my books will be made available in ebook, paperback and audiobook format.


  To find out more, check:


  LoreleiMoone.com


  Sign up to my mailing listand be among the first to find out about new releases and sales,


  or get in touch viaFacebookor email atinfo@loreleimoone.com


  x Lorelei
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