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“I'm probably one of the
most dangerous men in the world if I want to be.

But I never wanted to be
anything but me.”



Charles Manson

Murder of a movie
star

Quiet and secluded is just what the
young movie star wanted. The canyons above Beverly Hills were far
enough away from the noisy glitz of Hollywood to afford some
privacy and space. Sharon Tate loved this place on Cielo Drive. To
her it meant romance — romance with the man of her dreams and the
father of her child, director Roman Polanski.
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Charles Manson

It was cooler up there too,
which was especially refreshing on that hot muggy Saturday night,
the 9th of August 1969. The beautiful young woman kept herself company
with her attractive and sophisticated friends: Abigail Folger, the
coffee heiress and her boyfriend Voytek Frykowski, and an
internationally known hair stylist Jay Sebring.

Sharon was eight months pregnant and
very lonely for her husband who was away in Europe working on a
film. Impromptu gatherings like this one on a weekend night were
not at all unusual.

The house was deliberately secluded but
not completely insecure. Approximately 100 feet from the house was
a locked gate and on the property was a guesthouse inhabited by an
able-bodied young caretaker.

That night the Kotts, Sharon's nearest
neighbors who lived about 100 yards away, thought they heard a few
gunshots coming from the direction of Sharon's property sometime
between 12:30 and 1 A.M. But since they heard nothing else, they
went to bed.

Around the same time, a man supervising
a camp-out less than a mile away heard a chilling scream: "Oh, God,
no, please don't! Oh, God, no, don't, don't..."

He drove around the area, but found
nothing unusual.

Nearby a neighbor's dogs went into a
barking frenzy somewhere between 2 and 3 A.M. He got out of bed and
looked around, but found nothing amiss and went back to
bed.

A private security guard hired by some
of the wealthy property owners thought he heard several gunshots a
little after 4 A.M. and called his headquarters. Headquarters, in
turn, called Los Angeles Police Department to report the
disturbance. The LAPD officer said: "I hope we don't have a murder;
we just had a woman-screaming call in that area."






[image: tmp_540004bea7ee0df314c4c4e873625f3f_nzrMMU_html_m6724b0f3.jpg]

The Tate/Polanski House on Cielo
Drive

 


Winifred Chapman, Sharon Tate's
housekeeper, got to the main gate of the house a little after 8
A.M. She noticed what looked like a fallen telephone wire hanging
over the gate. She pushed the gate control mechanism and it swung
open. As she walked up to the house, she saw an unfamiliar white
Rambler parked in the driveway.

When she got to the house, she took the
house key from its hiding place and unlocked the back door. Once
inside the kitchen, she picked up the telephone and confirmed that
it was a telephone wire that had fallen, completely knocking out
all phone service. As she made her way toward the living room, she
noticed that the front door was open and that there were splashes
of red everywhere. Looking out the front door, she saw a couple of
pools of blood and what appeared to be a body on the
lawn.

She shrieked and ran back through the
house and down the driveway, passing close enough to the Rambler to
see that there was yet another body inside the car. She ran over to
the Kotts and banged on the door, but they were not home, so she
ran to the next house and did the same thing, screaming
hysterically.











The Crime Scene

THE MURDERS -
PLEASE NOTE THIS SECTION DESCRIBES THE MURDERS IN
GRAPHIC DETAIL, IF YOU THINK THIS WILL UPSET YOU DO NOT
READ.






10050 Cielo Drive
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Victims: Sharon Tate, Jay Sebring, Abigail Folger, Voytek Frykowski and
Steve Parent











LAPD Officer Jerry DeRosa arrived
first. He walked up to the Rambler and found a young man slumped
toward the passenger side, drenched in blood.
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Steve Parent






At this point, Officer William
Whisenhunt joined DeRosa. The two officers, with guns drawn
searched the other automobiles and the garage, while a third
officer Robert Burbridge caught up with them.






There on the beautifully manicured lawn
with its magnificent panorama of Los Angeles lay two bodies. One
was a white man that appeared to be in his thirties. Someone had
battered in his head and face, while savagely puncturing the rest
of his body with dozens of wounds.
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Voytek Frykowski































The other body was that of a young
woman with long brown hair lying in a full-length nightgown with
multiple stab wounds.
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Abigail Folger

The three officers cautiously
approached the house. No telling what or who may be waiting in
there for them. It would have been foolhardy for all of them to
enter through the front door. However, as they went near the front
door, they saw that one of the front window screens had been
removed. Whisenhunt found an open window on the side of the house
where he and Burbridge made their entry.

Once the other two officers were
inside, DeRosa approached the front door. On the lower half of the
door, he saw scrawled in blood the word "PIG."
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In the hallway they found two large
steamer trunks, a pair of horned rimmed glasses and pieces of a
broken gun grip.

Then when they reached the couch, they
were in for a real shock. A young blond woman, very pregnant, was
laying on the floor, smeared all over with blood, a rope around her
neck that extended over a rafter in the ceiling. The other end of
the rope was around the neck of a man lying nearby, also drenched
in blood.
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Sharon Tate and Jay Sebring

As they looked through the rest of the
house they heard a man's voice and the sound of a dog. It was
William Garretson the caretaker. The officers handcuffed him and
put him under arrest.
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William Garretson
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The photo with Roman
Polanski as it appeared in
Life magazine in 1969
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The bodies of the victims being removed from
the house

3301 Waverly Drive
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Victims: Leno and Rosemary LaBianca

Later that Saturday night, Leno and
Rosemary LaBianca and Susan Struthers, Rosemary's 21-year-old
daughter, drove back from vacation trailering their boat.
   They dropped off Susan at her apartment and drove home
to 3301 Waverly Drive in the Los Feliz area of   L.A.  
They stopped to pick up a newspaper between 1 and 2 A.M.
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3301 Waverly Drive






It wasn't until the next day that
anybody came to the house to see them.    Frank
Struthers, Rosemary's son by a previous marriage, got a ride home.
   Around 8:30 P.M., as he carried his camping equipment
up the driveway, he noticed things that worried him.   First
the speedboat was still in the driveway.   It was very unlike
his stepfather not to put the boat in the garage.   Then Frank
noticed that all the window shades were down — something his
parents never did.

He knocked on the door, but got no
answer, so he went to a pay phone and called, but again with no
response. He finally got in touch with his sister, who came with
her boyfriend to their parents' house.

Frank and the boyfriend found the back
door open. They left Susan in the kitchen until they had a chance
to look around. When the two young men walked into the living room,
they saw Leno in his pajamas, lying with a pillow over his head and
a cord around his neck. Something was sticking out from his
stomach.
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They rushed out of the house, dragging
Susan with them and called the police at the neighbors'
house.

Soon an ambulance and police cars
arrived. Leno was found with a blood-drenched pillowcase over his
head and the cord of a large lamp tied tightly around his neck. His
hands had been tied behind him with a leather thong. A carving fork
protruded from his stomach and the word "WAR" had been carved in
his flesh.
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In the master bedroom, they found his
wife Rosemary lying on the floor, her nightgown up over her head.
She too had a pillowcase over her head and a lamp cord tied tightly
around her neck.

In three places in the house, there was
writing which appeared to be in the victims' blood: on the living
room wall, "DEATH TO PIGS;" on another wall in the living room, the
single word "RISE;" and in the refrigerator door, "HEALTHER
SKELTER," misspelled.
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The Slaughtered - Sharon
Tate

Eventually, all of the victims of the
massacre at Sharon Tate's home were identified. The young man in
the car was a teenager named Steve Parent who had come to visit
Garretson, the caretaker. The two victims found outside the house
were Abigail Folger and her lover, Voytek Frykowski. In the living
room joined by rope were Sharon Tate and Jay Sebring.

A .22 caliber gun had shot Steve
Parent, Jay Sebring and Voytek Frykowski. Of the five victims, all
but Steve Parent had been stabbed repeatedly. Sebring had been hit
in the face and Frykowski had been repeatedly hit on the head with
a blunt object.

The stab wounds suggested that only one
knife had been used for the wounds. The nature of the wounds
indicated that something like a bayonet was the weapon. A strange
knife, a Buck brand clasp-type pocketknife that the housekeeper
could not identify was found very close to Sharon Tate's
body.
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Sharon Tate

Sharon Tate had been a
beauty all of her life. Even as a child she had won beauty
contests. But her ambition was not to be a model but a movie
actress. Finally in 1963 at the age of 22 she found a sponsor in
Producer Martin Ransohoff. With Ransohoff's help, she landed parts
in the series Beverly Hillbillies
and Petticoat
Junction, and the movies
The Americanization of Emily and The Sandpiper.

In 1965, she got her chance at her
first feature role in the Eye of the Devil with David Niven and
Deborah Kerr. In this movie she played the part of a country girl
with special magical powers. While in London in the summer of 1966
for the filming of the movie, she met Roman Polanski, who had just
made his mark as a director of the movie Repulsion with Catherine
Deneuve and Cul de Sac, which had won many European film
awards.

Polanski put Sharon as the lead in his
campy film The Fearless Vampire Killers. During this period she
became Polanski's lover.  This relationship lasted quite a
long time and shortly after the filming of Rosemary's Baby, he and
Sharon married. In 1969, they rented the house on Cielo Drive from
Terry Melcher, Doris Day's son and moved in
mid-February.

Sharon's career never skyrocketed the
way Polanski's did even with her role as Jennifer in Valley of
the Dolls. A good part of the reason her career was going nowhere
is that she never had an opportunity to show off whatever acting
skills she had. All the roles she had were ones in which all she
had to do was look pretty. Her career took a backseat when she
became pregnant. The baby and her husband became the center of her
life.

She was a unique lady according to most
everyone who knew her. In spite of her beauty and remarkable
figure, she was a very down-to-earth woman with none of the
phoniness normally associated with starlets. She was very sweet and
a bit on the naïve side. Everyone seemed to like Sharon even in a
jealous, bitchy town like Hollywood.

Sharon's life was ended by five stab
wounds in her chest and back, which penetrated her heart, lungs and
liver and caused massive internal hemorrhaging. The remaining
eleven wounds simply added insult to her savaged body.

Her little boy, Paul Richard Polanski,
died with her.
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