
  [image: cover]


  
    
      
    


    Sophie Swithinbank


    STING


    [image: ]


    NICK HERN BOOKS


    London


    www.nickhernbooks.co.uk

  

  
    
      
    


    Contents


    Original Production Details


    Acknowledgements


    Characters


    Notes


    Sting


    About the Author


    Copyright and Performing Rights Information

  

  
    
      
    


    


    Sting was first performed at the Young Vic Theatre, London, on 18 June 2026. The cast was as follows:
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    Developed with Lidless Theatre Company. Inspired by concepts from Waking the Witch, developed in 2022 with Sophie Swithinbank, Lisa Lapidge and Jess Tucker Boyd.
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    ‘Figures obtained through freedom of information requests from 41 forces across the UK show that more than 1300 police officers and staff have been reported for alleged domestic abuse since 2018. Only 36 have been dismissed.’
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    Characters


    ASH


    LILY


    DOM


    OFFICER (played by Ash)


    PANTALAIMON, a rabbit


    Notes


    A slash ( / ) indicates an interruption.


    A comma ( , ) on a separate line indicates a beat.


    An en dash ( – ) at the end of a line indicates an unfinished thought.


    An en dash ( – ) on a separate line indicates a pregnant pause.


    Words in (brackets) are implied not spoken.


    Design


    Archive. Hive. Small things hiding inside bigger things.


    This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.

  

  
    
      
    


    


    
      ACT ONE


      
        Club


        ASH dances alone, fecklessly, a rite towards death.


        As she dances, invisible people rip her apart, painful and pleasurable.


        As the music reaches a climax –


        – something magical happens, a split in time, and suddenly…

      

      
        Archive


        ASH is at work, sweaty, breathless, inappropriately dressed.


        LILY. Um. Hello?


        ASH gets her phone out and looks at it.


        Can I help you?


        ASH. Sorry, no, hi, sorry. I was just checking the address. I’m. Am I? Is this…? (Reading from her phone.) Howard Hall Ar‑chive (Pronounced ‘chive’.)?


        LILY. Archive. Yeah.


        ASH. I’m starting here today.


        LILY. You’re the archive assistant?


        ASH. Yes.


        LILY senses there is something wrong with ASH.


        LILY. Where did you / come from?


        ASH. My supervisor forwarded me / the job listing.


        LILY. No I mean, why are you dressed like that?


        ASH looks down, takes in the differences in how they are dressed:


        ASH is wearing a see-through mesh top, tight shorts, a cropped jacket, trainers. Her clothes have a grubby, sweaty, end-of-the-night feel. LILY is wearing loose, sensible clothing, her glasses on a string round her neck. She is wearing knitted slippers with a pom-pom on the toe.


        ASH. What’s going on with those pom-pom shoes?


        LILY. These are my work slippers. I don’t wear outdoor shoes in here.


        ASH looks down at her dirty trainers, slips them off.


        ASH. I’ve got my… contract email thing.


        ASH shows LILY an email on her phone.


        I’m working for… Lily Holmes.


        LILY. I’m
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    SOPHIE SWITHINBANK


    Sophie Swithinbank is a multi-award-winning playwright and screenwriter, based in London. She is the 2023 winner of the Peggy Ramsay/Film4 Award. Sophie’s play Bacon (Tony Craze Award Winner 2018) ran at Finborough Theatre in 2022, to critical acclaim, winning four Off West End Awards. Bacon has been produced across the UK, Europe, Melbourne, New York, Los Angeles and Seoul. Bacon is in development for a feature film adaption with Jeva Films.


    Sophie’s play Surrender was produced at the Arcola Theatre, London, before a run at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe, winning the Summerhall Lustrum Award. As part of an attachment at the National Theatre Studio, Sophie developed a new play Beans, which won the Sonia Friedman Productions Prize for Best Play in 2024. Sting is in development for a TV adaptation with The Lighthouse Film and TV.

  

  
    
      
    


    A Nick Hern Book


    Sting first published in Great Britain as a paperback original in 2026 by Nick Hern Books Limited, The Glasshouse, 49a Goldhawk Road, London, in association with the Young Vic, London


    This ebook first published in 2026


    Sting copyright © 2026 Sophie Swithinbank


    Sophie Swithinbank has asserted her right to be identified as the author of this work


    Cover photography by Myah Asha Jeffers; design by Jedly


    Designed and typeset by Nick Hern Books, London


    A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library


    ISBN 978 1 83904 520 2 (print edition)

    ISBN 978 1 78850 939 8 (ebook edition)


    CAUTION   This ebook is copyright material and must not be copied, reproduced, transferred, distributed, leased, licensed or publicly performed or used in any way except as specifically permitted in writing by the publishers, as allowed under the terms and conditions under which it was purchased or as strictly permitted by applicable copyright law. Any unauthorised distribution or use of this text may be a direct infringement of the author’s and publisher’s rights, and those responsible may be liable in law accordingly. This book may not be used, in whole or in part, for the development or training of artificial intelligence technologies or systems.


    Amateur Performing Rights   Applications for performance, including readings and excerpts, by amateurs in the English language should be addressed to the Performing Rights Department, Nick Hern Books, The Glasshouse, 49a Goldhawk Road, London W12 8QP, tel +44 (0)20 8749 4953, email rights@nickhernbooks.co.uk, except as follows:


    Australia: ORiGiN Theatrical, email enquiries@originmusic.com.au, web www.origintheatrical.com.au


    New Zealand: Play Bureau, 20 Rua Street, Mangapapa, Gisborne, 4010, tel +64 21 258 3998, email info@playbureau.com


    United States and Canada: Curtis Brown Ltd, see details below


    Professional Performing Rights   Rights Applications for performance by professionals in any medium and in any language throughout the world should be addressed in the first instance to Curtis Brown Ltd, Cunard House, 15 Regent Street, St James’s, London SW1Y 4LR, tel +44 (0)20 7393 4400, fax +44 (0)20 7393 4401, email cb@curtisbrown.co.uk


    No performance of any kind may be given unless a licence has been obtained. Applications should be made before rehearsals begin. Publication of this play does not necessarily indicate its availability for amateur performance.
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