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Introduction

A big problem with literature nowadays is that students have been coached to cram guide books and present other people’s ideas as their own in exams. There is little effort, as in the traditional teaching, to make students discover ideas themselves. It is common to find students attempt exams without looking at the set text at all! While the blame largely goes to teachers, the student of this age has, ironically, also been made lazy by technology because everything is readily available. One hard truth is that there is no way such students can do well in literature. The study of literature requires examining a text to discover the ideas yourself in a way that you can discuss them confidently. To do so, one must interact fully with the text and with other people’s opinions in order to come up with a balanced opinion.

Another problem might result from the fact that those who choose the set texts themselves hardly consider the length of the text and how long it will take to go through it for the teacher and student to come up with balanced opinions of their own. This forces teachers to hurry through a set text while students will invariably resort to guide books with little knowledge of the set text. The result? Students end up with a haphazard understanding of literature set texts so that they hardly have an opinion of their own.

This guide book takes you through a self-discovery of literature elements through a set of questions after every section. It teaches you how to identify the Important facts, how to interpret them yourself and apply them to come up with the elements of literature such as plot, themes, characters and style. Followed faithfully, this guide should build confidence in the reader so that by the end of the second chapter of the novella, The Pearl, you can easily tell what to look for in other chapters to easily understand the text on your own. For this reason, this guide book has a series of questions after every chapter. Every first question should lead to the fifth and the fifth to the ninth (for chapters with twelve lead questions). The second should lead to the sixth, the sixth to the tenth and so on. Answering all the questions leads you to discover the elements of literature in The Pearl on your own. It is hoped that once you have done so using these questions, you can go back to the text again and discover much more on your own. This is the best way of making you self-reliant, building confidence of interpretation and helping you not only form opinions on your own but also discuss such opinions confidently. 

The Novella

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and  bought it. - Matthew 13:45-46

The Pearl is a parabolic narrative that alludes to the evils of greed. Set in the Baja California Slur that juts off the North American continent to the south and forms part of present day Mexico, it is a powerful story about the clash between traditional Mexican Indian life and westernization as symbolized by both the United States of America and Europe – seen through the centuries of Spanish colonization.  La Paz, the town in which Kino lives, is located on the eastern coast of the slur.  Kino, a poor, simple fisherman finds a precious pearl. This explodes in him all that he has wished to acquire (and by extension all that his people have wished for through centuries of colonial oppression). However, his luck turns tragic when the pearl alienates him from his society, estranges him from his wife and leads to the death of his beloved son. At this point, Kino has to concede to his wife’s fervent claim that the pearl is evil and should be thrown away. He ends up throwing it back into the sea where he had found it choosing to return to his simple, traditional way of life.

The Author 

John Ernst Steinbeck (1902-1968) was an American author of short stories, novels and non-fiction. He rose to fame with the publication of The Grapes of Wrath (1939) and with his winning The Nobel Prize in Literature in 1962. His other famous works include Tortilla Flat, Of Mice and Men and most significantly, East of Eden. The Pearl (1947) was written as a series and it first appeared in Woman’s Home Companion magazine with the title The Pearl of the World. 

The Pearl is one of the most forceful stories written in the last 70 years or so. It is a powerful, suspenseful, exciting read and a forceful moral tale whose power lies both in the moving tale of a simple family’s attempt to escape poverty and in the cinematic description that couples strong imagery with an oral tradition that shows the simplicity of the characters and their way of life. This makes the characters touching and the morality of the tale applicable to all its readers. The pearl was originally conceived as a film idea. Thus, it is easy to see why Steinbeck compliments the narrative with song. In an actual film, the songs would be the soundtrack of the movie setting the tone and the mood of the action as well as the character’s thoughts. In the novella, the songs supply mood to the characters thoughts and behavior so that it becomes easier to see and interpret their behavior and what drives it. This is one reason why The Pearl stands head and shoulders above many stories of its kind and time.

The Pearl is a moral tale both from the way it is told and introduced and from the fact that Steinbeck alludes to The Parable of the Great Pearl in Matthew 13:45-46. Just like the pearl seeker Jesus alludes to chooses to lose all to acquire it, Kino and Juana lose their idyllic former lives (and their child) because they find the pearl. The story demonstrates how man’s greatest quest can become his utmost ruin. It echoes the common saying: beware what you wish for – you just might get it.

––––––––
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THE PLOT 

Chapter 1

The Pearl takes off with the idyllic painting of Kino’s family arising for the routine of the day. Kino goes outside the hut to watch the sun rise as Juana goes about cleaning the baby and preparing breakfast. When Kino comes back to the house, Juana is already through with the simple breakfast and cleaning the baby who is hammocked in his bed which hangs from the roof so Kino sits down to eat. The sun’s rays shining through crevices into the wall draw the parents’ eyes to the movement of a scorpion creeping down the rope upon which the baby’s bed hangs. The parents are alarmed and Juana prays as Kino moves towards the box. The scorpion stops when it senses Kino but the baby shakes the rope and the scorpion falls past Kino’s outstretched hands into the box and stings the baby. Kino kills the scorpion as Juana tries to suck out the poison from the sting. The baby’s screams draw the neighbors to Kino’s house led by Kino’s brother Juan Tomas and his wife







	All narratives depend on some instigating action which causes a conflict. That conflict controls the action from then on. At what point in this chapter does something happen to change the stable life the characters have always lived? What is that thing that happens?

	At about what time do Kino and Juana wake up? How do they go about their morning activities? What words does the narrator uses to show these are a daily events? How is this stressed when they go to the sea?

	Steinbeck lays a deliberate platform for the comparison of Kino and The doctor’s lives. Examine chapter 1 and note this difference. 

	Point of View shows who tells the story; it can often be omniscient or first person. What point of view does Steinbeck employ in The Pearl?



	A good author builds a conflict through complications. How does Coyotito’s scorpion bite get complicated to keep the story going and reveal the nature of the characters? How do Kino and Juana’s reaction to the scorpion bite reveal the difference in their nature?

	Kino and Juana’s behavior here shows it is a routine. What point is Steinbeck punching home through this routine? How does it compare with the Doctor’s morning ritual later? How does Steinbeck reveal that Kino and Juana have little choice and they would change if they could? 

	Steinbeck says the Doctor is a foreigner who longs to go back to his country. Why does he stay here in spite of his hate for this country and his scorn for local people? How does Steinbeck make both Kino and the Doctor symbols that represent each country?

	Point of view here allows the narrator to empathize with characters, revealing their feelings and emotions. Describe four situations where the narrator tells us intimate details of Kino, Juana and the Doctor. Exactly what do we learn about their feelings?



	A good plot is moved by cause and effect – a domino or ripple effect. Identify four key things that happen in this way in chapter 1 to keep the narrative going and the action rising. 

	Use an adjective to describe both Kino and Juana in terms of how they rise and go about their morning duties. Which adjective would you use to capture the Doctor’s life in the same way?

	Use one word that names the relationship between Kino and the Doctor on the one hand and Kino’s country and that of the Doctor on the other. How does this relationship compare with that of Europe and Africa today? Why is this theme important the world over?

	At what point do you realize Steinbeck’s wit in choosing the omniscient narrator? How would the narrative change suppose Steinbeck adopted the first person point of view – suppose the narrative is told by Kino or Juana or even the Doctor? 










	Kino’s hope for his child’s treatment ends with the Doctor’s refusal to see him and it appears that matters end there. What happens next to revive his hopes? How does this tie the plot together?

	A comparison between the development of the characters of Kino and Juana shows the contrast in their nature. What shows that Kino’s aspirations are similar to his wife’s at the beginning of this chapter?

	Kino’s only property is his inherited canoe. How does this canoe tie him to the historical poverty of his family? 

	Kino’s canoe has been a central object in the lives of several people. How many people? What has the canoe meant for each one of them socially and economically?



	When Kino dives, he continues to pray while Juana above him does the same. At what point does Steinbeck tie in the search for the great pearl with the present conflict – the need for Coyotito’s treatment?

	Kino and Juana have a unity of purpose which is demonstrated by their prayers and songs. How does unite them to their traditions? Describe two ways through which the author suggests that both Kino and Juana are deeply rooted in tradition. 

	How is the doctor’s way of life wasteful and purposeless? How does it compare with Kino’s? How is this shown by Kino’s holding his breath under water for more than two minutes chancing to get a pearl to sustain his livelihood?

	How is Kino’s canoe negative way in tying all its owners to a difficult unchanging way of life? How is this seen through the ‘illusory’ description at the beginning of this chapter? How is this representative of character’s lives?



	How does the author carefully insinuate that Kino’s luck may now not necessarily be driven by the baby’s need for treatment at the end of this chapter? How can we tell that Kino’s finding the pearl of the world is a supposed win against his – and his people’s – life-long struggle against colonial oppression? How does this further the plot?

	At the end of this chapter, Steinbeck suggests that we might have been mistaken about Kino and Juana’s intentions in finding the great pearl. How is this suggested by Kino’s shout and Juana’s suddenly going to the baby and her attracting Kino’s attention to the baby’s improving condition? Why do you think the author contrasts the gleaming pearl with Kino’s hurt hand at this point? What is he trying to remind us about Kino and his motives for praying?

	Using antonyms can be a useful way of building opposing characters. Use an adjective to describe Kino’s determination in holding his breath under water. What antonym can be used to contrast the doctor in the way he stays late in bed and lusts for money? 

	A symbol is something that has meaning in itself but also stands for an idea wider than itself. How is Kino’s canoe symbolic? What does it mean to its various people owners? How do the canoes stunt the fishermen’s thinking keeping them ignorant and shortsighted? Seen this way, what do the canoes symbolize? How many other symbols are built this way in this chapter and elsewhere in the narrative?















	Examine the beginning of chapter 3. To who and who does the news of Kino’s pearl come? List them and show how they react. What does this show about them and their expectations?

	The Doctor says “He is a client of mine...I am treating his child for a scorpion sting.” How true is this? What drives the Doctor not to treat Coyotito earlier and to want to treat him later?

	The Doctor and the Priest consider it a right to benefit from the pearl – even at Kino’s expense. How do they try to do this?

	Irony – the incongruence between appearance and reality – is often built through a contrast of speech and behavior or the conflict between two exhibitions of behavior. What kind of a face is the Doctor wearing when he arrives to see Kino’s baby? What else about his face shows that this look is fake? How is the contrast between his outer appearance and his real emotions built in other ways? What role does point of view play in emphasizing this?



	. How is Kino’s meeting with the people in question 1 above either explained or suggested in chapter 2? What do we learn of the priest through the beggars? What about the Doctor? How are these used to build suspense and a sense of foreshadowing?

	An ironic statement is one that carries a meaning of the direct opposite of what is meant. How can the Doctor’s statement in question 2 above be said to be ironic?

	Use one word to name the common characteristic of the Priest and the Doctor in 3 above. Use another word to name their worship of material things. What are the material things that Kino has begun coveting? How central are they to his day-to-day life? 

	What does the Doctor say to Kino next that is not in agreement with how he had behaved earlier? What else about his behavior contrasts with his real feelings and shows he is a conman?



	How does the description of the Priest and the Doctor in chapter 2 prepare us for Kino’s meeting with them in chapter three? How does this help in tying the plot together?

	Irony of the situation is a case where the direct opposite of what is expected happens. How is the Doctor’s situation ironic in this chapter? How far does this reveal the character of the Doctor? Identify other ironic situations elsewhere in the novella.

	The Doctor and the Priest finally don’t benefit from the pearl. What do you think Steinbeck tries to tell the reader through this? How does Steinbeck show how the two things in question 7 above slowly corrupt an individual through Kino’s changing character? How true is this in human life around you? 

	Explain the irony of the baby getting sicker after the Doctor’s treatment. How does this contrast Juana’s poultice earlier in the day? What do you think the Doctor really does to Coyotito? What are his motives? How does Steinbeck use this to criticize the Indians distrust of themselves/their trust for objects and the foreigners who use them? How is this typical of third world countries and the west today? What then is Steinbeck’s point? 












	In chapter 3, somebody tries to steal the pearl. Describe that attempt and why it fails. Who do you think tries to steal the pearl and why? How is this suggested before? How does it predict a future attempt?

	When we meet the pearl agent, he is playing some deft game with his hand. This shows he is unconsciously deliberating on the best way to con Kino. What adjective can we use for the kind of person he is?

	Through the relationship between the pearl dealers and the fishermen, Steinbeck shows the historical link between the Indians and the foreigners. What one word best captures this liaison? How does Steinbeck, through Juan Tomas, show that this relationship is unlikely to change? How does Steinbeck give us false hope through Kino?

	Imagery is the comparison of an unfamiliar object with more familiar one (the referent). When an image uses several aspects of the object to compare them with several aspects of the referent, then the result is extended imagery. At the opening of chapter 3, a town is compared to a colonial animal. In how many ways is the town similar to the animal? How is this image extended at the beginning of chapter 4?

	Look carefully at how Kino and Juana prepare to go and sell the pearl and how the pearl dealers prepare to receive them. How do they dress and for what effect? What hopes does each of them have?



	How is the second attempt to steal the pearl done here? Though the attempt is on Kino’s life, the attacker is after the pearl. Why does he try to kill Kino? Who do you think the thief here is and why? 

	When Kino arrives at the dealer’s shop, he says, “Good morning my friend...what can I do for you?” What shows he isn’t sincere? What shows he isn’t Kino’s friend? Give two of the dealer’s traits here.

	The relationship in question 3 above is well captured through Kino and the pearl dealer. How does Steinbeck, through the pearl dealers, show that Kino is fighting against a brick wall? How does Steinbeck show that Kino’s die is already cast? Use two words to capture the themes here, one through the pearl dealer, and the other through Kino. 

	A colonial animal is a collective form of life consisting of associations of individual animals that are not completely separate such as coral and moss animals. In what ways is La Paz a colonial animal? How are individual people forced to be separate but united? How does the spread of news of Kino’s pearl prove this is so? How do Coyotito’s sickness and Kino’s effort to sell the pearl stress this extended image?

	How do the hopes of Kino and the pearl dealer frustrate the final result i.e., make it difficult to come to a settlement? Steinbeck ridicules both the Indians and the pearl dealers in equally. Pick out the details of exactly how this is done.  How does the contrast between preparation and encounter, expectation and find, help to build this ridicule? 



	Chapter 1 is the doormat – it lays the basic state. The next two consist rising action. Chapter four shows a new complication. What is the complication? The quest was originally centred on Coyotito. How does it change in chapter 4? How does this complication ensure the continuity of the story? How do these elements tie the plot together?

	After the clash at the pearl dealer’s, Kino says he’ll go elsewhere; the pearl dealer loses for offering an absurdly low price. What does this show of him? What’s Steinbeck message through him? There’s a Swahili saying, mtaka yote hukosa yote. (He who wants all loses all). What’s the English equivalent? How true is it of the pearl dealer? 

	How is the Kino-pearl dealers liaison enacted in Africa today? Think about coffee, grown in the third world but sold and used in the western countries which price it. Are Africans likely to get to the level of development of the west through sales of coffee? Why or why not?

	Imagery is only effective if it simplifies the author’s ideas. How does extended imagery here and elsewhere prove that Kino is an individual but he cannot separate himself from the other Indians/the common folk? How does his finding the pearl, his ideas about escaping poverty, his flight and his return emphasize this? Do you think Steinbeck is therefore trying to show the futility of Kino’s life or his punishment by nature and the gods for daring to be different? Is Kino therefore a tragic figure – a character whose own goodness works to destroy him? 

	Continuous ridicule of characters behavior eventually builds an effective satire. Examine the characters of the Priest, the Doctor, the pearl dealers against that of the Indians and the colonialists. How are these characters ridiculed constantly? What satirical picture comes out eventually? What does this satire, best captured by the pearl being thrown away later, capture the concerns of the novella, The Pearl.









	Read the end of chapter 4 closely. Juana consents will travel the next day. How do her views show that she still has doubts? Is she docile to Kino because she is convinced? What do her doubts demonstrate about the position of a woman in this society?

	In chapter 4, Steinbeck discusses the greed and materialism that shapes politics and economy in La Paz. How is greed and materialism more individualized in chapter 5? How does it shape Kino?

	Here, Kino’s character changes; he is no longer the noble fisherman. Pick three aspects of his behavior that show he has changed. How far does he compare with those that hunt him for the pearl?

	Conflict is crucial in moving a story forward, showing relationships and as revealing inner desires. What external conflicts (between characters and other people/objects) move the narrative forward in chapter 5? What is the central object that brings about this conflict? How does it determine the relationships between;


	Kino and Juana

	Kino and the thieves who attempt to steal the pearl?

	Kino and his traditional world?



	Why do you think Juana tries to secretly throw the pearl away after agreeing with Kino at the end of chapter 4? What does this show about her relationship with;


	Kino b b)Her family c)Her society?


	Do you blame Kino for trying to change his life through the? Is it his right to use the pearl to change his socio-economic circumstances? 

	In chapter 5, Kino kills a man in what he claims is self-defense. Do you believe him? In this attack (as in the previous one) Kino doesn’t go looking for trouble – it finds him. However, there’s still a slight difference between the Kino we met in chapter 1 and the one in chapter 5. What’s the difference? Is he more proactive? Would he have had the guts to hit his wife earlier? What is Steinbeck’s point?

	Internal conflict is integral in character building. It shows the clash between desire and emotion. What conflict goes through Juana as she; 


	Lies to Kino about selling the pearl?

	Quietly plans to throw the pearl away? 






	Kino effectively stops Juana from ditching the pearl but ends up killing a man which alienates him. What point does Steinbeck make here? How is this emphasized by the fact that Kino will eventually throw the pearl away after having killed three more men and losing his son?

	Steinbeck disagrees with Kino’s attempt to change his life. This is why he is punished. What aspects of the change does the author disagree with? In his treatment of Juana here, do you think Kino is as dehumanized as the doctor or the pearl agents? Does he pay too great a price to regain his humanity? What’s Steinbeck point here? As you ponder this, think of Mark 8: 36 (King James Version) - For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?

	In chapter 5, Steinbeck slowly shows Kino acting bestially. Identify three images Steinbeck uses to achieve this. How do these images paint Kino? What images are used alongside them to contrast Juana? How apt is the contrast? How does this emphasize Kino’s alienation?

	Kino finally admits his alienation in the statement ‘This pearl has become my soul...If I give it up, I shall lose my soul.’ What does he mean by ‘my soul’? In what ways is the pearl Kino’s soul? How far does this justify his defense of it? When Kino throws it away, does it mean he now lives without a soul? Does it mean he was initially mistaken? What would you say is Steinbeck’s point here about people’s lives? 












	Look closely at the details of Kino and Juana’s departure from La Paz. How are they walking? Is there an identifiable leader and follower? How is this shown here and elsewhere in the preceding chapters? Is the leadership only physical? Why or why not?

	At the beginning of the novella, we are told that the people of La Paz had severally tried to change their economic condition with regard to the pearls. Can you remember how? What were the results? Through which characters are we shown that they had resigned to their fate?

	A Motif is a recurring feature that sets the audience in a certain line of thinking. Where does Steinbeck mention shadow/darkness in this chapter? How significant is it that Kino and Juana set off in darkness? When day comes and they take a rest, what imagery does Steinbeck use to compare them to nocturnal animals? As the chapter starts, we read, ‘Through his fear of dark and the devils that haunt the night, there came a rush of exhilaration; some animal thing was moving in him so that he was cautious and wary and dangerous..’ How does this change your perception of Kino?

	As they leave La Paz, Kino is the traditional patriarchal figure. In how many ways does he consider himself the head of his family? Is his decisiveness here positive or negative? Pick five other instances where he portrays this role before now. 



	When Kino and Juana run, Kino suggests that Juana goes ahead. How does she react? Where else does she react this way later? How is she Kino’s ‘equal’ by this time? Does Kino recognize/accept this? How can you tell? What do you think Steinbeck is trying to tell us through this?

	Kino tries to change the material condition inherited from his father and grandfather. In what ways is Kino more or less;


	Like his father and grandfather?

	Unlike his father and grandfather?





	Darkness is mentioned again when the trackers get to the mountain spring. What effect is created by the fact that nocturnal animals are afraid of the men at the spring? How is this meaning extended in Kino undressing, using the cover of darkness and attacking the three men? Why does Steinbeck contrast the four men with the animals?

	As they leave La Paz, Juana remains submissive. How does she show this? How is it contrasted by her behavior before in making a poultice, in trying to throw the pearl away? Do you agree with her or not?



	Examine the couple’s return to La Paz. How do they walk? What words tell us that that had never been their manner of walking? What does this tell us about Kino’s changed attitude? Where else is this shown later? What do you think is Steinbeck’s point? Do you agree with him?

	How does Steinbeck use Kino’s defeat to criticize the socio-economic relationship between the west and the developing world? How is this indirect criticism more apt than direct criticism? Does Steinbeck think the relationship between western nations and the third world can be changed? Why does Kino fail then? What is the author’s point? 

	As Kino and Juana return, ‘...their long shadows stalked ahead, and they seemed to carry two towers of darkness with them.’ What does darkness symbolize here? How does this suggest that Steinbeck has used darkness and shadow to represent the burden of uncertainty and hopelessness throughout the novella?  How many other features can you identify which are used this way? What effect do they have? 

	Juana disagrees with Kino’s decisions twice on their way to and at the mountains. Pick out these two incidences. Does her reaction work for or against the family? Even so, she remains a very positive character. So what does Steinbeck want to tell us about fate and human agency through the tragedy of the family?
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