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We forget everything. What we remember is not what actually happened, not history, but merely that hackneyed dotted line they have chosen to drive into our memories by incessant hammering.1 

The most effective way to destroy people is to deny and obliterate their own understanding of their history.2 

And [Abraham] said unto [the rich man in Hades], If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead. (Luke 16:31)

For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me. But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words? (John 5:46-47)
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(Ussher's Chronology through the death, burial and resurrection of the Messiah AD 32) 
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Prologue
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I. Reason

Is the information true? Is it significant? These two foundations to reason are routinely ignored. Most people are unable to use correct information to arrive at correct conclusions. Reality has been replaced with Am I happy? as the only reason to exist. Rather than the most well-informed generation in all of human history, technology has produced a continuous Alice in Wonderland existence of indifference, ignorance, and arrogance.

Why do I need to remember anything? I can look it up! Nothing is important enough to study, much less remember. We look up information which we immediately forget. The flood of information has resulted in an almost complete breakdown in the ability to reason. Mankind is neither better informed nor more grateful. Apart from God's intervention, humans are completely incapable of discerning good from evil, right from wrong, the critically important from the trivial time wasters which consume our very existence.

People throw tantrums. They assault and kill people who do not immediately gratify their lusts. The lust for instant gratification deceives these people into believing that they are a god or goddess. No one should be allowed to stand in the way of a deity attempting to gratify her lusts. Give her what she wants immediately or face her wrath.

As Solomon observed, there is nothing new under the sun.

What is a world without internet access? Ask your student to write a few sentences to demonstrate reasoning skills to make something. Some possible examples could be; what tools and materials would you need to make a chair? A shirt? A painting? An airplane?

Have them describe the process for several simple items and one more complex problem. This can be as simple or complex as you choose to make it. Wood might be the only answer needed for a chair, or you might require the kinds of wood.

Ask about news events the student is likely to not know about without research. What US President ended the war with Spain? (Any question they do not know but can find the answer to will work.) Without using the internet, how can you find out? How do you know if the answer you found is correct?

The issue of researching without the internet is how to find the information. It might require a trip to a library and help from a librarian. But once you find the information in a published source, it is very likely accurate.

The problem with the internet is reversed. You can type in a question and get an answer in seconds, less time than it would take to ask someone else. But how do you check the accuracy of this information? While published books have errors, many people checked the information before it was published. Many sources published on the internet have no fact checking. Remember, facts do not care if you are accurate or not. They are still facts.
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II. Tools Necessary for Reasoning

April the 4th, 1984.
To the past, or to the future. To an age when thought is free. From the Age of Big Brother, from the Age of the Thought Police, from a dead man  greetings!2

The Conflict of the Ages series, a comprehensive overview of history, is divided into separate volumes based on time periods. Each volume includes:

1) Scriptural foundations, 
2) world literature, 
3) science, 
4) vocabulary, and 
5) review questions.

Antidisestablishmentarianism (also available in four serial versions divided by the main books sections) introduces the Conflict of the Ages series. In this list, it is divided into four separate books.

I. What is an Establishment of Religion?
II. What is Secular Humanism?
III. What is Science?
IV. What are the results of Secular Humanism as an Establishment of Religion?
V. The Scientific History of Origins (COA I)
VI. The World that was and the Origin of Evil (COA II)
VII. They Deliberately Forgot: The Flood and the Ice Age (COA III)
VIII. Ice Age Civilizations (COA IV)
IX. The Ancient World (COA V)

This is a list of the books in this series, which are designed to be used as a unit.

The Conflict of the Ages series is one tool to help discipline people who wish to reason. Disestablish is a brief summary of the entire series. The documentation, assumptions and defenses are found in the larger original works.

What existed from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we observed and touched with our own hands-this is the Word of life! This life was revealed to us, and we have seen it and testify about it. 1 John 1:1,2a (ISV)

This defines the scientific method, which John applies to history.

Later on, there was another festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Near the Sheep Gate in Jerusalem is a pool called Bethesda in Hebrew. It has five colonnades, and under these a large number of sick people were lying-blind, lame, or paralyzed... John 5:1-3 (ISV)

Out of this crowd of sick people, Jesus picked one man.

One particular man was there who had been ill for 38 years. When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had already been there a long time, he asked him Do you want to get well? John 5:5, 6 (ISV)

Jesus healed only one man out of the large number of sick. Each miracle had a purpose.

Jesus told him, Stand up, pick up your mat, and walk! The man immediately became well, and he picked up his mat and started walking. Now that day was a Sabbath. So the Jews told the man who had been healed, It is the Sabbath, and it is not lawful for you to carry your mat. But he answered them, The man who made me well told me 'Pick up your mat and walk.' John 5:8-11 (ISV)

The historical record of Jesus healing the man takes two verses. The issue of breaking the Sabbath takes up the rest of the chapter. Jesus healed this man with the intended purpose of using this healing to confront the Jews. When Jesus has the attention of the Jews because of the healing on the Sabbath, He makes a clear claim to be the Messiah.

Just as the Father has life in himself, so also he has granted the Son to have life in himself, and he has given him authority to judge, because he is the Son of Man. Don't be amazed at this, because the time is approaching when everyone in their graves will hear the Son of Man's voice... John 5:26-28

This is the entire point of this confrontation. The God who judges everyone in their graves is described in the Old Testament. Jesus is judging them for claiming to be the teachers of Israel and not understanding the Old Testament. As Jesus told Nicodemus, You're a teacher of Israel, and you can't understand this? John 3:10 (ISV) Jesus confronted the Jews over the keeping of the Sabbath because it demonstrated their failure to understand the Old Testament.

You examine the Scriptures carefully because you suppose that in them you have eternal life. Yet they testify about me. John 5:39 (ISV)

The Greek translated here You examine can be translated as a command Examine the Scriptures carefully! The Greek words are exactly the same. It makes sense that Jesus intended the double meaning You examine the Scriptures carefully pointing out that the Jews spent the time in study to examine the Scriptures carefully. But they missed the main point, so they need to go back and Examine the Scriptures carefully! Jesus was pointing out that their Sabbath rules were yet another example of the Jews straining out gnats and swallowing camels.

The important point for this book is the modern world is committing the same sin these Jews did. The Jews studied the Old Testament without understanding. Modern scholars are ignoring the Old Testament for the mistaken belief that we can get along with one another by ignoring God's Word.

How can you believe when you accept each other's praise and do not look for the praise that comes from the only God? Do not suppose that I will be the one to accuse you before the Father. Your accuser is Moses, on whom you have set your hope, because if you believed Moses, you would believe me, since he wrote about me. But if you do not believe what he wrote, how will you believe my words?  John 5:44-47 (ISV)

Moses wrote that the Exodus, the Flood, and Creation were historical events. Moses provided us with information to date these events. We can take this information and correlate these events with other cultures to make a matrix to understand some of the important dates for all ancient civilizations.

End of Prologue
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I. Building a Timeline
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A. Chronology

Details for developing this timeline are found in the Chronology Appendix.
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Ussher's dates through AD 32
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Down/Ashton chronology3

The timeline developed by David Down and Dr. John Ashton is based on the assumption of co-regencies during the monarchy period which are not recorded in the Old Testament. It is published in Chapter 28 of the book Unwrapping the Pharaohs. The primary difference is the calculation of the reigns of the Hebrew kings, from 966 BC to 586 BC, the beginning of building first temple. It is 46 years shorter than Ussher's Chronology for the Hebrew Monarchy. The Down/Ashton chronology uses the calculations of The Mysterious Numbers of the Hebrew Kings by Edwin R. Thiele. This assumes unknown co-regencies during the Hebrew monarchy. The total 46 year difference allows for a better synchronization with secular Assyrian chronology. Throughout this book, maps and illustrations are used with permission which include dates the original copyright holder inserted. Please understand that these dates do not align with either the Ussher or the Down/Ashton chronologies. We note these with the words We do not agree with this date (these dates) in the caption.

The land to the north of Canaan was known as Assyria from the recording of Genesis 2: 10-14. It was called Assyria when Ishmael's territory was listed (Genesis 25:18). Isaiah called the land to the south Egypt and the land to the north Assyria (Isaiah 7:18).

Ussher's chronology assumes that all co-regencies during the Hebrew monarchy period are recorded in the Old Testament. Ussher's chronology synchronizes with Assyrian chronology by assuming minor errors in Assyrian chronology (the Assyrian Eponym Canon). It synchronizes with Egyptian chronology by assuming that the Exodus brought about the fall of Egypt's Middle Kingdom and ushered in what is known as Egypt's Second Intermediate Period.

And it came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year after the children of Israel were come out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel, in the month Zif, which is the second month, that he began to build the house of the Lord. (1 Kings 6:1)

In chronological order, the Flood occurred 1656 years after the Fall (or Creation). Abraham entered Canaan 427 years after the end of the Flood. That is the beginning of the covenant. The traditional Jewish position accepts the LXX reading of Egypt and Canaan as the land of their sojourning. That was 430 years from the Exodus. (Galatians 3:17, Exodus 12:40, 41) The foundation of the temple was laid 480 years later, followed by a 424 year Hebrew monarchy.

Thirty years after Abraham entered Canaan, the evil treatment begins. (Acts 7:6, Genesis 15:13) Abraham is 105 years old. Isaac is 5 years old. Sarah is 95 years old. Ishmael is 19 years old. This is the mocking by Ishmael and the expulsion of Hagar and Ishmael by Sarah. This is four hundred years from the Exodus.

While the 215 years of Josephus for the year Jacob (Israel) entered Egypt is not inspired, it fits the chronology. With longer lifespans, and Moses 80 years old when Israel left at the Exodus, the four generations in Egypt also fits.

[image: img12.jpg]
Graphic created from public domain art by Mary C. Findley






[image: img13.jpg]
B. The Value and Dangers of 14C Dating
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Hundreds of sources record a universal flood. Probably the most well-known of these other sources is the Epic of Gilgamesh. The worldwide catastrophe of the Flood as well as a series of catastrophes after the Flood make all 14C dates before the Roman Empire too old. 14C dates are very accurate for artifacts from the present back to about the time of the Roman Republic. As we go backward in time from the Roman Republic, radiocarbon dates become less accurate. Other factors can alter the accuracy of 14C dates, even recent dates, usually making the date too old, certainly making them inaccurate. Conflict of the Ages IV, Ice Age Civilizations examines 14C in greater detail.

Understanding the limitations, 14C dating is a useful tool for relative dating. Unlike other forms of radiometric dating, it is possible to know the original condition of the 14C sample being tested (death of the organism). Relative dating is built on the assumption that conditions were similar throughout the earth at the same time. Therefore, an artifact which 14C dates to be older in one part of the earth (Akkad for example) than an artifact from another part of the earth (Japan for example) will have an actual date which is older. The geography will not matter, because of the assumption that conditions were roughly the same all over the earth at the same time. There are significant exceptions, but it still allows for 14C to be a useful tool for relative dating. It is important to understand that relative dating (for example; sample b is older than samples d and a, but younger than sample c) is neither actual dating nor is it absolute dating. But it can be a useful tool to put artifacts in proper order.
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Secular 14C dates are based on the assumption that the rate of 14C formation was constant in the past. That is the red line on the chart. The change in 14C formation does not change the decay rate. An accurate understanding of the original amount of 14C in the sample being tested will result in an accurate date. When the actual 14C line on the chart (dark blue) matches the secular assumed constant formation of 14C, then secular dates will be accurate. Looking at the chart from right to left, the lines diverge approximately at the time of the fall of Jerusalem or the beginning of the Roman Republic.

You should understand that there are many exceptions to 14C formation, which mean that there are many exceptions to 14C dates. From the point where the lines merge on the chart to the present, secular dating is accurate. It is not, however, the smooth line shown in the chart. There are many well-known exceptions. 14C only give us a useful approximate range, not an absolute date.
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C. The Ice Age

There are no known antediluvian human artifacts. The oldest human remains and artifacts are from the Ice Age. Older human artifacts were destroyed by the Flood. Artifacts allow modern observers to use tools such as 14C to understand this time period. It begins with Noah and his family leaving the ark at the end of the flood and continues until about the time Jacob brings his family to live in Egypt. Based on Michael Oards examination of the evidence Frozen in Time, the entire Ice Age was roughly seven hundred years. There is no evidence of any major event to signify the end of the Ice Age. Civilizations continued and cultures adapted to the changing conditions.
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Woolly mammoth restoration Royal British Columbia Museum, Victoria. Author WolfmanSF Wikimedia Commons
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Steel and pine ark attraction in Dordrecht, Netherlands, created by Johan Huibers. Author Ceinturion Wikimedia Commons

Noah left the ark in 2348 Ussher (2302 BC according to Down/Ashton). The Ice Age ended about seven hundred years later, while the children of Israel were in Egypt. The Ice Age might have ended while Joseph was vizier of Egypt. The seven years of plenty followed by seven years of famine ended about 650 years after the flood.

About a century after the Flood, Nimrod formed a government to rebel against God. There is no record that anyone had died from natural causes before this time. Rapid births combined with no natural deaths resulted in another population bloom, a period of explosive growth. The first population bloom was the immediate descendants of Adam and Eve. By the time the tower of Babel was built, at least a hundred thousand people were on earth. It is possible that there were millions of people by that time. The population bloom continued until approximately the time of Abraham, three hundred years after the flood. At this time both warfare and natural death reduced overall population growth to what we know as normal population growth.

Genesis, beginning in chapter nine, and Job, record events during the Ice Age. The ancient Mesopotamian records and Egyptian Old Kingdom and early Middle Kingdom records are Ice Age. The Yellow Emperor and the Xia dynasty of China were Ice Age. So were the Clovis people of the Americas.
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D. Ancient History

The Conflict of the Ages series defines Ancient History as the end of the Ice Age to the destruction of the first temple in Jerusalem by Babylon. It is followed by Classic History; Greece, Rome, China, and India for the Conflict of the Ages series. Ancient history is pieced together from millions of fragments. Classical history is based on better preserved, complete documents, compared to Ancient History.
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II. Sources

Many history books use assumptions based on artifacts rather than written sources. Those assumptions are built on a belief in Secular Humanism and its major tenet, evolution.

The Conflict of the Ages Series is built on the accuracy of the Scriptures and the timeline found in Hebrew history. Other Jewish documents, such as the works of Josephus, the book of Jubilees, and the Seder Olam contain errors. They are less reliable than the Scriptures but still more accurate than most non-Hebrew sources. Next are the millions of other written documents. These are still more acceptable than the interpretations of artifacts. Though important, artifacts are the least important and least accurate source of historical knowledge.

[image: img21.jpg]
The Mold gold cape. Bronze Age From Mold, Flintshire, North Wales Author David Monniaux Wikimedia Commons
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Handled & spouted painted jar, painted ceramic of Tepe Sialk (Iranian prehistory, district of Kashan, Isfahan province) Louvre Museum, Paris, France Photo by dynamosquito Flikr Commons
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Boar rhyton. Mycenaean ceramic imported by Ugarit. Found in the acropolis of Ras Shamra. 1935: excavated by Claude Schaeffer. Photographer Marie-Lan Nguyen Wikimedia Commons
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A. Hebrew History

The authoritative foundations of Hebrew history are the documents of the Old Testament. They are accurate. But Hebrew history is made up of thousands of other documents which are not always accurate.

Some of the more well-known are the writing of Josephus, the Sedar Olam, the Book of Enoch, the Book of Jubilees, the Talmuds, the Midrashes, and the documents other than scriptures in the Dead Sea Scroll collection. The many other works are less well known and often are of little value in contributing to an accurate understanding of history. But every so often a gem of truth can occasionally be found in these other documents.
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Khirbet Qumran. Source Caves@Dead Sea Scrolls Author Lux Moundi Wikimedia Commons
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B. General Literature

As Solomon warned us, My son, be admonished: of making many books there is no end; and much study is weariness of the flesh. Eccl 12:12
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Limestone tablet engraved with pictographic writing. from Kish (Iraq). Probably, it is the earliest known evidence of writing. Department of Antiquities, Ashmolean Museum, Oxford (United Kingdom). Author José-Manuel Benito

The History of Civilization is the record of man either yielding to God's will for His glory or struggling to rebel against God. All history is religious. We either choose to follow the revealed religion of Jesus Christ or we rebel against the Creator. The forms of this rebellion vary greatly. At this time, the majority of the western culture chooses to rebel against God with the religion of Secular Humanism. "Nonreligious" history does not exist.
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Inscription of Xerxes, Van, Turkey trilingual, written in Old Persian, Babylonian and Elamite (from left to right). Author John Hill Wikimedia Commons

At the time of this writing, there are at least 35,000 known cuneiform documents written in Hittite. Ras Shamra, otherwise known as Ugarit, has over one thousand documents. The Assyrian library of Ashurbanipal in Nineveh has over 30,000 documents. There are at least 380 Amarna letters. In all there are about two million cuneiform documents and more are coming to light every day.
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Cuneiform tablet Amarna letter from Tushratta, King of the Mitanni, to the pharaoh Amenhotep III Author CaptMondo Wikimedia Commons
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Terra cotta Ugaritic language, Cuneiform script Baal Epic Found by C. Schaeffer in 1933 Photographer Rama Wikimedia Commons
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Inscripted clay, Sumerian script, cuneiform Photographer Marie-Lan Nguyen (User:Jastrow) Wikimedia Commons
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Sumerian cuneiform script clay tablet, Sumer No source listed Wikimedia Commons

Cuneiform is a system of writing. Like all alphabets including the modern Latin alphabet used to make this book, it was used for many different languages. There are variations between languages. The cultures which used cuneiform were in the extended Fertile Crescent, from Egypt to modern Turkey to Modern India.
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archaeological sites which provided the majority of known cuneiform tablets Author Middle_East_topographic_map-: Sémhur (talk) derivative work: Zunkir (talk) Wikimedia Commons

Sub-Saharan Africa, the Americas, Southern India, Europe, Southeast Asia, Japan and China never used cuneiform that we know of. Various forms of hieroglyphics are found in Egypt, the Indus Valley, China, and the Americas. China developed the oracle bones, which record early Chinese history using a script known as the oracle bone script. There are also pictographs and the earliest versions of non-cuneiform alphabets, such as Linear A and Linear B.
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Photographer Seongbin Im Follow Oracle Bone Script Flickr Commons
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Side A
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Side B

(Two images) The disc of Phaistos, with Linear A inscription, as displayed in the Archaeological Museum of Heraklion Author C messier Wikimedia Commons
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Clay tablet (PY Ub 1318) inscribed with Linear B script, from the Mycenaean palace of Pylos. Author Sharon Mollerus Wikimedia Commons

There are thousands of later documents which claim to be accurate records of the past. Few of these documents are reliable. The primary purpose was to make false claims of antiquity and superiority by city-states such as Athens, Rome, or even entire civilizations such as Egypt and Assyria. Many of the inscriptions on monuments are political propaganda. Sifting through these documents is similar to looking through Soviet archives and reading inscriptions to the greatness of Lenin.
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C. Artifacts

Every tomb, excavated city, coin, ship, cave, or anything else contributes to our understanding of ancient civilization. These various objects are known as artifacts. One of the major problems with artifacts is a correct understanding of the artifact. If it is a wooden ship, was the wood cut down a thousand years before it was used to make the ship? The dates are more likely to be too old even when 14C is used and interpreted properly. 14C dates when the tree died, not when the artifact was made.
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Solar bark of Kheops. Image by Alex Lbh Wikimedia Commons.

Because worldwide trade existed since the beginning of civilization in the Ice Age, was the artifact manufactured somewhere else and transported to the location where it was found?

These are a few very simple and basic questions which can rarely be answered correctly when examining artifacts. Therefore, artifacts, though very important, are less valuable than written documents.

This gives us a brief glimpse of information about the ancient past. The Conflict of the Ages series organizes the significance of the information based on yielding to the glory of God or rebelling against His Word. Many images of artifacts are included in this text but dates given in the citations are not included because these facts are uncertain as best. Every attempt is made to place images in a generally correct culture and timeframe but it is difficult to be certain. 
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III. The Secular Timeline

In 1906 James Breasted of the University of Chicago published a series of books titled the Ancient Records of Egypt. He used the works of the Greco-Egyptian priest Manetho as his starting point. He standardized the works of thousands of other men into a continuous history of the middle east based on the records of Egypt. This became the standard timeline for all of history. All histories throughout the world were correlated to this Egyptian timeline. Some other famous Egyptian king's lists are the Abydos king's list and the synthesized lists from various monuments. Flinders Petrie also published an Egyptian chronology which is similar to Breasted's chronology.
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James Breasted Public Domain image Wikimedia Commons

Ages in Chaos is a series of books written by psychoanalyst Immanuel Velikovsky and published in the 1950s. He documented that accepted chronologies were too old and that Egyptian chronologies did not match documents from other civilizations. He did an amazing job pointing out many serious problems. Sadly, his proposed solutions have as many, if not more, problems.

Since then, even secular humanists have, very grudgingly, admitted that shortening the Egyptian timeline has allowed the evidence to fit together much better. Many (most?) of the rulers of Manetho's list were co-regents, that is ruling in different parts of Egypt at the same time. Even 14C dates, which are still too old, demanded a shorter timeline than the standard timeline of Conventional Chronology (CC).
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Dr.Immanuel Velikovsky 1947 passport photo. Author Huddyhuddy Wikimedia Commons

By using the Assyrian/Hebrew timeline as the standard and matching the Egyptian timeline to the Assyrian/Hebrew timeline, the major problems correlating historical events are greatly reduced. Ancient Greek and Egyptian history are moved 500 years closer to the present. There is no more need for a 500 year Greek dark age without artifacts or literature. The vague third intermediate period of Egyptian history is no longer needed. The Hebrew culture fits in with Egyptian history. The mysterious end of Egypt's thirteenth dynasty is explained by the Exodus. The Exodus brought about the time of chaos known as the second intermediate period. The New Kingdom came into existence when the first Pharaoh of the New Kingdom, Ahmose I (his name, as with all Pharaohs, is spelled several different ways) drove the Hyksos out of Avaris and Egypt. Egypt's New Kingdom was concurrent with Israel's monarchy. The Assyrian chronology from the library of Ashurbanipal, post Ice Age, fits, with the general Hebrew timeline. Even Chinese and Indian history correlates with a Hebrew/Assyrian timeline.

Recent secular modifications to the standard timeline have reduced it slightly. It is now call the Conventional Chronology of Egypt (CC). Secular timelines synchronize all other civilizations to the Egyptian timeline, the CC.
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IV. The Hegemony of City-States

Perhaps the greatest problem understanding ancient history is the traditional organization of ancient history according to empires. While tyrants such as the Akkadian Sargon certainly claimed to be emperors, the facts do not support their claim. 

Sargon who marched against the country of [Phoenicia] and subjugated the country of Phoenicia. His hand conquered four quarters of the world. Translation of the Annals of Sargon of Accad and Naram-Sin [Sacred Texts].
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Relief of Sargon Wikimedia Commons

The evidence from other sources shows that the poor, oppressed peasant went back to his same life as soon as Sargon left the region. Nobles could not collect taxes for these tyrants. Then king Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was over the tribute; and all Israel stoned him with stones, that he died. (1 Kings 12:18) Common throughout the ancient world, the conquered people frequently revolted against the oppressive taxes.

The conscripted soldiers did not care about their tyrant leaders. Revolts were common. Cities were usually divided by race. The theme of the book of Judges, every man did that which was right in his own eyes, continued from the Ice Age into the ancient world. Assaults were common. Protection of personal property and individuals was rare. Judges 17-21 is the most accurate depiction of the ancient world that we have. The only interruption in this long saga of corruption and oppression were the reigns of a very few good kings, such as Solomon.
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Constantly changing hegemony between city-states speaking the same language is a much better description of the ancient world than empires. Not dozens or hundreds, but thousands of cities doing what was right in their own eyes. With few exceptions, ancient history is a succession of tyrants attempting to exercise their influence with people of divided loyalties and very temporary allegiances.

The word dynasty refers to a rule by a single family. Usually they ruled from the same location, or possibly a few locations, for centuries, with little change in laws, customs and relationships to outside empires. The important distinction between ancient dynasties and dynasties from the classic period and later is the lack of strong central control. The capital cities would seem to be strong, but there were constant battles and wars over boundaries. The life of most of the people living in cities distant from the capital changed little with the change in rulers. Most rulers were wicked, cruel tyrants who had fierce loyalty from a small group of close followers, but little or no loyalty from the majority of the people they ruled over.

Maps from many sources are used throughout this book. Understand that the boundary lines for these states were never as clear as the maps indicate.
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