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This book is dedicated to all believers the world over for whom the following is true in their lives:

“but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.”

1 Corinthians 15:57,58
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This book is the twelfth book in the series, titled, “The Devotional Commentary Library.” God is allowing His servant to have some of these devotionals of spiritual truths published at this time, which should be an encouragement and a blessing to all those who read them, as they were to me in writing them! 

Please note that there is an Addenda at the back of the book, which has three sections. In Addendum A, we have a brief outline of the four ages of time. In Addendum B, we take a brief look at the two separate comings from Heaven to earth of God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ. And then in Addendum C, we have a gospel message for any reader who might not as yet have that vital personal relationship with God, through faith in His Son, The Lord Jesus Christ!

What should also be mentioned before closing this Introduction, because we are all somewhat curious by nature, is that after completing 21 years of formal education and then spending almost 28 years working in Project Engineering and Management in the Corporate offices of two large utilities, God called His servant as a non-denominational evangelist in early 1999, and then sent him out over two thousand miles, away from family and friends, to the place of service God assigned, which is where His servant has been, and is still serving Him, as evangelist, author, and counselor. The author is a widower with three adopted children, all now married with a family of their own.

All the author’s books are available for purchase in print format or as an eBook on all major distribution channels. Since the author’s two websites are no longer active, one may view a complete listing of the author’s books at: https://substack.com/home/post/p-156819939

And please keep in mind that ALL the author’s other books are also BIBLICAL, in the sense that they look at people and events from a Biblical worldview, and also often from a prophetic standpoint! And so, even though a book may look at a President Trump, or current events such as Covid, it is never from a political standpoint, but always from a Biblical standpoint!

And now my prayer is that God will richly bless you, as you read this book, and may He greatly minister to every need in your life, as only God can! To Him be all praise, honor, and glory, with thanksgiving, both now and forevermore! Amen.

Roger Henri Trepanier

“And He has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness." Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.” “

2 Corinthians 12:9
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Clear statements from the life of the apostle Paul regarding what the outworking of a Christian life in God's service really consists of!
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One day, quite a few years ago, I noticed a spiritual transition that God was taking me through at the time, which is a transition that I believe all believers need to go through, namely, from thinking at the time that we had something to do with our salvation and its outworking afterwards; to then coming to think later on that we have our part in it and God has His part in it; to finally coming to see, as I eventually did, that OUR SALVATION AND ITS SUBSEQUENT OUTWORKING IS ALL A WORK OF GOD’S GRACE AND POWER ALONE FROM START TO FINISH!

So let us notice three passages of Scripture from the life of the apostle Paul, which speaks very clearly regarding what the outworking of a Christian life in God’s service really consists of. And these passages are: First, noting 1 Corinthians 15:10, where we read, "BUT BY THE GRACE OF GOD I AM WHAT I AM, and His grace toward me did not prove vain; but I labored even more than all of them, yet not I, BUT THE GRACE OF GOD WITH ME," then secondly, noting Colossians 1:29, where we read, "For this purpose also I labor, striving ACCORDING TO HIS POWER, WHICH MIGHTILY WORKS WITHIN ME," and thirdly, then noting Ephesians 3:7, looking at verses 4-6 for context, where we read, "[4] By referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, [5] which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit; [6] to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel, [7] of which I WAS MADE A MINISTER, ACCORDING TO THE GIFT OF GOD'S GRACE WHICH WAS GIVEN TO ME ACCORDING TO THE WORKING OF HIS POWER."

And so, how important that we, as God’s children yet on earth, realize that apart from God’s grace with us and His power working in us and through us by His Son by The Holy Spirit, we simply cannot outwork a spiritual life, in the accomplishing of God’s will for our lives! We need God moment by moment to do in us and through us all that is required if we are ever to live a life that is pleasing to God, from the time of our salvation onward. 

By faith in God’s promises of Philippians 1:6 and 2:13, and also of Hebrews 6:3, God’s servant knows that He will continue to work in us to eventually conform us to the image of His precious Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, and also bring us to maturity in Christ, doing this by His grace and power, for our blessing, for the accomplishment of His purposes for our lives, and also for His glory, both now and forevermore! Amen.

“Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.” 

James 1:12
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Clearing a misconception 2 Corinthians 6:1, regarding our being "co-workers" with God as believers!
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We are to realize that there is an emphasis being made by the translators of the NASB95 at 2 Corinthians 6:1, to the effect that we are co-workers with God, which we will show in this devotional as being a false concept, with our then providing a correction.

And so, let us note what we read at 2 Corinthians 6:1, "And working together with Him, we also urge you not to receive the grace of God in vain..." And the problem here is that the words "with Him" are NOT in the original Greek! The verse here is from the NASB95, although quite a number of other translations also have these added words; yet some do not. 

And the false idea being conveyed by adding the words "with Him," is that we, as believers, are co-workers with God, in that we have our part to play and God has His part to play in His work. And the reality is that this if totally false! Part of the problem here is due to the theology that the translators hold to and then use to translate! 

We can see this here if we place 2 Corinthians 6:1 in its context, by looking here at 2 Corinthians 5:17 to 6:2, where we read, "[5:17] Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. [18] Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, [19] namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. [20] Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. [21] He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. [6:1] And working together with Him, we also urge you not to receive the grace of God in vain - [2] for He says, "At the acceptable time I listened to you, and on the day of salvation I helped you." Behold, now is "the acceptable time," behold, now is "the day of salvation..." 

Even though God clearly tells us in verse 5:18 that "all these things are from God," it is nevertheless easy to fall into the thinking, due to our sinful nature, and unless God teaches us otherwise, to think that we to must be at work, based on the fact that we are now "ambassadors for Christ." 

And this is where the translators of the NASB95, due to the theology that they hold, translate verse 6:1 with some measure of interpretation involved, by now adding the words "with Him" to "working together." In other words, God does His part and we do our part, which is false theology, being a thought foreign to the mind of God, and certainly not what this verse teaches. 

And so, I believe that 2 Corinthians 6:1 should only read, "And working together, we also urge you not to receive the grace of God in vain." In other words, the apostle Paul was here being led of God to appeal to the believers at Corinth to work together as believers with him, Paul, as those part of the one spiritual body of Christ on earth during the present third age, as those reaching out to the lost, being cleansed and available vessels in God's Hands to reach them! God’s precious Son was such a vessel in His Hands during His time on earth at His first coming, noting Luke 19:10. And He has now left us a Pattern for how to live on earth so as to please God.

That this is the thought here can also be seen from another passage with a similar message, that being at 1 Corinthians 3:9, where we read, "For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building." 

If one is not careful here, one can also fall into the false thinking that this is saying that we are co-workers with God, when in fact Paul is again being led to say that he and Apollos are two of God's servants, working as fellow workers together in God’s harvest field here on earth. 

So there is no thought of being co-workers with God here, as is clear if we now look at 1 Corinthians 3:9 in its context by looking at verses 5 to 9, where we read, "[5] What then is Apollos? And
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