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BESTSELLING ROMANCE AUTHOR, Lexy Timms, brings you a new series that'll steal your heart and take your breath away.

Unpublished - Book 3 of the Unknown Identity Series

All secrets have a price, and Leslie is about to find out when hers is exposed.

Now one of the most popular authors on the planet, Leslie only wanted to find life after love. She never expected that her heart would fall for anyone again.

Sexy, handsome, and an extremely famous actor, Conrad has managed to capture her attention, along with the attention of a million paparazzi who want to snap pictures of the couple together.

Can they survive the world known, published, and exposed for everyone to see?
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“Ms. Frock.” The bodyguard stood in front of her. His massive frame blocked some of the crowd noise from below.

“I’m not Evelyn Frock. That’s a pen name.” Leslie couldn’t keep the bitterness out of her voice. Or was it sadness?

He adjusted the collar of his black polo shirt. “I apologize, Ms. Fro—Wallis. I wanted to let you know Mr. Dane has left the area.”

A glass of wine materialized in Leslie’s line of sight. Her friend, Josie, held it out. She took it carefully. “Okay.” Now what? 

“Mr. Dane’s the one who hired us, so we’re under his instructions. He asked us to keep the crowd of paparazzi from hurting you.”

Leslie could hear the shouts from the street. Reporters. Dozens, calling for her to come back down and answer all sorts of invasive questions, like why hadn’t she told anyone she was Evelyn Frock, writer of the most popular novels on the planet? Did Conrad Dane, star of the wildly popular paranormal series Light Against Bite, know? Had he started dating her because of it? And what about his estranged, cheating wife, Kyra? Did she know? Then why had she released an Instagram post claiming that she was the author? The only thing Leslie had been able to do five minutes ago was prove without a doubt that she was Evelyn Frock, and Kyra wasn’t. 

Now that she had shown the press downstairs the proof, they were clamoring for more bombshells. She took a big gulp of wine.

The grizzly-bear-sized bodyguard kept talking. “In escorting you upstairs, we’ve done as instructed. We have to report back now.”

Leslie nodded. “I understand.” That was the only thing she understood, the only thing that made sense. She and Conrad should never have met. Three years ago, she was happily married to Michael, the man of her dreams, living with him in San Francisco. Then he had been diagnosed with terminal cancer. He fought it for a little over a year before it beat him. Then Leslie had sold their dream house, gotten rid of almost all their possessions, and started over in New York City. She had mourned him for a year. Then, on a whim, she and two friends from down the hall went on a Caribbean vacation. Leslie had told them her secret profession, and had used the money from her bestsellers to pay for the finest luxury accommodations on a very secluded island full of the rich, famous, and infamous. Their first night in paradise, Leslie had been wracked with loneliness, and had gone to drown her sorrows in the resort bar, where luck had ended up seating her next to the devilishly handsome and heartbroken Conrad Dane.

The man in black handed her a card. “Ms. Wallis, I would recommend that you stay inside until you can hire a security team of your own. This is the card for our firm. One call to the gentleman here, and he’ll make sure your personal protection needs are met quickly.”

Leslie pocketed the card. “Thank you. Thanks for all of your help.” She thought about Conrad. His wife had cheated on him. They were going through a divorce. Leslie was still mourning her husband. It was not a recipe for romance, but from the beginning they had been inexplicably drawn to each other. Then it had quickly escalated into an affair. And almost before either of them could get their bearings, they’d fallen in love.

Or at least she thought they had. She took another sip of wine.

Leslie had never expected it to last. He was panty-meltingly gorgeous. She spent most of her days in workout pants at her computer. So, she hadn’t told Conrad about her pen name. She hadn’t told him she was richer, and possibly more famous than he was. Conrad was a fantasy creature, a dream, and Leslie had expected to wake up any minute and find out it was over. Now it seemed it was. 

“It was our pleasure. Have a good day,” he said, and turned to make his way out of her apartment.

“Um, Mister... bodyguard?” Leslie started, not knowing the man’s name. 

He turned. “Yes?” 

“Could you please tell Conrad thank you and maybe ask him to call me? I owe him an explanation for all of this.” She didn’t know how else to phrase it. Hey, guy whose name I don’t know, I realize I totally betrayed your employer’s trust by not telling him who I was, for having him find out the same time the press did, but could you tell him to call me because I need to beg him to take me back since I was trying to confess my identity to him when Kyra’s lying post hit the internet? Yeah, that’d be great. Thanks. 

He shook his head sadly. “I can’t relay spoken messages, but if you’d like to write a quick note I can put that in his hand.” He smiled sympathetically. “I can’t guarantee he’ll read or respond to it.”

It was better than nothing. Leslie set down her glass and grabbed a piece of printer paper. She thought about how their relationship hadn’t faded when she thought it would. She thought about how they’d declared their love to each other less than 24 hours ago. She thought about how scared she’d been to tell him her real identity, and how she hadn’t even known where to start. Kyra’s crazy post had forced her to act, before she was ready. And worst of all, Leslie couldn’t erase the look on Conrad’s face when she’d told the paparazzi who she was. 

He’d been stunned. Gobsmacked. Thunderstruck. It was clear. The person he loved wasn’t the person he thought she was.

Conrad, I’m so sorry. Please call. I’d like a chance to talk.

She folded the sheet in half and handed it to the bodyguard. “Under no circumstances is that note, or its contents, to end up public.”

“Ms. Wallis, I would be fired if it did. We take our clients’ privacy very seriously.”

“Okay. Sorry. I’m a little paranoid lately.”

“Perfectly understandable. It’s safe with me.” He shook her hand and walked out.

Josie and Amber gathered to stand in front of the couch. They had refilled her half-empty glass of wine.

“I really fucked this up, didn’t I?” Leslie stared at their long faces.

After a brief pause, they both nodded solemnly.

***
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“SO I DON’T KNOW HOW many messages this makes, Conrad, but I’d really like to talk. You always stood at my door to apologize, but I can’t do that without a million paparazzi following me. I don’t want to bring them to you. I am so, so sorry.” Leslie rubbed her eyes. “I didn’t trust you with who I was. I should have. There’s no excuse for that. I’ve given you a second chance, and I’d really like it if you gave me one. You said our script needs to be rewritten. Please let me do that. Call me back.” Leslie ended the call and set her phone on the table.

The apartment was so quiet. The reporters had finally stopped shouting when it became clear she wasn’t leaving. She’d sent Amber and Josie back to their place. Then her phone had started ringing. Unless the caller ID said “Conrad”, she wasn’t that interested in answering. So, she’d switched the volume to vibrate.

Suddenly she was exhausted. Her bed called, offering the possibility of blissful unconsciousness, but when Leslie walked into the room she found the sheets still rumpled from their lovemaking. She turned away from the ghosts of past happiness. 

It felt like she would always be surrounded by them.

The couch was her only option. A fresh pillow and blanket completed her little cocoon of despair. She cried herself to sleep, finally succumbing to it.

The buzzing of the phone eventually woke her up. The vibrations had shifted the phone close to the edge of the table. She grabbed for it just before it fell. The name “Grant” came up on the screen. Her agent. She went to hit the reject button, and in the clumsiness of waking slipped and hit accept instead. 

“Leslie!” She heard, tinny and far away.

The phone found its way to her ear before she could stop herself. “Yeah.”

“Good, you finally answered.” He sounded relieved.

“I didn’t mean to. It was an accident,” she mumbled dully.

His booming laugh bounced out of the speaker. “I don’t mind. Apparently, you’ve had quite the afternoon. Never do anything halfway, do you?”

A tired smile crept across her face. “No.”

“Since you don’t, we need to talk about a few things. Got a minute?” He jumped straight into business. That’s why she’d always appreciated him. He could see the humor in everything, but still focused on what was needed.

“Um...”

“Of course you do. You’re hiding inside that tiny apartment, pretending you didn’t just out yourself on television.”

She arranged the pillow behind her back. “I made a really big mess of things.”

“Guy trouble?”

“How’d you guess?”

“I didn’t. It’s part of the news coverage. Mr. Werewolf Hunter was seen fleeing into his hotel. All of the gossip sites are speculating.”

Leslie leaned forward until her forehead hit her pulled-up knees. “I royally screwed up. I hadn’t told him who I was. He found out when everyone else did.”

A pause. No dry humor from Grant on this confession. “Not your smartest move,” he said finally.

“No.”

Silence dropped into the conversation. Leslie broke it by asking, “What in the hell do I do?”

“No clue. I’m not a therapist, or a lonely-hearts advice columnist. My concern is your career, which is going smashingly, by the way. Internet sales of your books took a jump and are still climbing. From a sales standpoint, you should see if you can get back together with Mr. Dane, because his fame is helping you... and yours is probably helping him.”

“That’s awful.”

“That’s publicity. Ride it while you can.”

Leslie let out a weary sigh. “I hate this.”

His voice turned kind, “I know.”

“Why did I do it?”

“Because Kyra Dane claimed she was Evelyn Frock, and you weren’t going to let her get away with it.”

“I suck at being a crusader.”

Leslie could almost hear him shrug. 

“You’re human. Everybody is, except maybe Kyra. Humans make mistakes. Sometimes they’re big. You’ll learn, which brings me to the real reason for my call.”

“What?”

“We need to discuss what a literary agent actually does. You write books, I sell them to publishers.”

“I know that, Grant. We’ve been working together for six years.”

“We have, and because of your secret identity my job has been cake. But now everyone knows who you are. That means there’s going to be a need for some changes.”

“Like what?”

“First, you’re going to need to hire some people. You’re in the public eye now, whether you want to be or not, so you’re going to need to hire a publicist, maybe a whole PR team.” 

She could hear him flipping through a list. She sighed. “I don’t want a publicist.”

“Had you had one, you wouldn’t be in your current mess.”

“I disagree.”

He was unmoved. “Doesn’t matter. You need one now. Next, you need a personal assistant.”

“For what?”

“For starters, to schedule your next Caribbean vacation.”

That got a chuckle out of her. “But you did so well last time.”

“That was a personal favor. You need someone to handle the day-to-day stuff, and maybe an additional person or two to answer your fan mail.”

“Fan mail?”

“Enough to give an entire post office full of workers bad backs from lifting it. The publishing house has a bunch of interns on Evelyn Frock duty. They called an hour ago, anxious to get rid of the responsibility. So, you need to set that up. Plus, and this is important, you need a lawyer to draw up some non-disclosure agreements for anyone who works for you. Without them, your most private secrets can become public.”

“I think Jillian can do that.”

“Probably, or someone in her office can. Next, you’re going to need to hire a bodyguard, and probably a driver, at least until this blows over. And if you get back with Conrad it’s going to get worse, so security will be especially important.”

“I have a card for that already. Conrad’s guys.”

“Good. I can get you a few more names, too.”

“Thanks.”

“Lastly, and this is the stuff that you’re probably going to balk the most at, but here goes. You might consider hiring a stylist. You’re going to be photographed constantly. You’re going to make public appearances. A stylist can make sure you’re ready for any occasion, with a minimum of effort on your part.”

“Oh, no. I like my yoga pants,” she tried to joke, but it came out lame.

Grant chuckled. “You can’t wear them on Jimmy Fallon. And by the way, they’ve called. They want you on next week.”

“No!”

“I knew you’d say that. Listen, Leslie. This whole anonymous thing lasted way longer than I thought it would. We’ve all bent over backwards keeping this secret, but now that it’s out you need to accept it and move forward.”

Leslie sighed in defeat. “But how?”

Grant paused. “Maybe you should call Conrad and ask him to teach you.”
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The next day, just when Leslie had gathered enough courage to leave her apartment...willing to risk everything, make a fool out of herself and cross town with the paparazzi following, to stand at the door of his hotel and beg forgiveness, her phone buzzed. She stood in the hallway, just about to head down the stairs.

Her hand dove into her pocket for the phone. Her heart sped up at the caller ID and ringtone. “Conrad?”

“I don’t know why I’m doing this,” he said.

“I would hope it’s because you said you love me. That’s why I’m doing this.”

He paused, and when he spoke his voice carried a confused, disappointed tone. “How can I love you when I don’t even know who you are?”

That stopped her. She sighed and slowly made her way back to her apartment. “I can’t even begin to answer that over the phone. Can we talk in person? Please? Is there somewhere we can meet?” She glanced out her window at the crowd of cameras still hanging around on the sidewalk. 

Conrad was silent for a few moments. “Actually, I have an idea. I’ll send a driver and a bodyguard for you shortly. I know somebody here in town who owes me.”

“Okay.” She slipped the phone back in her jacket pocket and stared down at what she was wearing. Jeans and a t-shirt. Should she change? Five minutes ago, it seemed good enough. Now she wasn’t sure. She hurried to her room and dug through the slim pickings in her closet. Maybe Grant was right. 

Sighing, she pulled off her shirt and slipped into a white blouse, only to pull it off again when she realized her black bra made the top see-through. She switched for a black tank top and cute denim jacket. “Too much denim,” she muttered and pulled off her pants. Maybe a skirt? She shook her head and grabbed a pair of black pants. 

A horn honked outside and she ran her fingers through her hair. 

Apartment door locked, she raced down the stairs and kept her head down as she ran through the open door of her building, racing to the waiting black car with tinted windows. A surprised, muscle-built guy who’d just opened the apartment door stared at her and quickly followed suit. One arm went protectively around her, the other worked as a shield.

“Next time, how about you wait till we buzz for you?”

Leslie nodded, glad to have him holding back the cameras and people pressing in. “Sorry ‘bout that.”

He grunted and helped her into the car before sliding over the hood in a Jason Statham-style and jumping into the passenger’s seat behind the driver. He tapped the driver on the shoulder and he pulled away from the curb.

The bodyguard turned to look at Leslie, a cocky grin on his face. “Buckle up.”

She did as told, shocked and
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