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INTRODUCTION

This book was written for
those who enjoy the beauty of the countryside, with its year round
attractions and drama.

As many of us don't like
crossing muddy fields or livestock filled areas, the book's aim is
to keep the walks to an easy 3-5miles in length, on mud free paths.
It is always recommended that appropriate footwear is worn for
these walks, though there will be no muddy fields or rough
tracks.

Of particular interest are
some of the lovely historic buildings and attractive houses and
cottages (a number of which have traditional thatched
roofs).

The walks as a collection
reflect a rich history and beauty of what was, and still is an
agricultural county of importance.

Hopefully, the reader and
participant will also learn that Cheshire has more to offer than
affluent footballers luxury homes.

This book will benefit
those who enjoy getting out in all seasons and those who would like
to have an enjoyable form of gentle exercise. For that reason, most
of the walks have pass places where refreshments can be bought, or
places to sit in nice surroundings where the participant can enjoy
their own refreshments.

If you feel the need to
follow your progress on a map, the O.S.Explorer maps are useful
,but, of far better value is the relevant A.A. Street Map for the
region.

If you enjoy this book
please look out for other books in my series.


Chapter
1.

LYMM

An easy walk around the
village and the dam.

Start at the car park in
the village centre, leaving the car park turn right towards the
village centre and the impressive Lymm Cross, a Grade I listed
structure standing on sandstone steps. This is a Queen Victoria
Memorial, commemorating her diamond jubilee in 1897, but an earlier
cross located here dates back to the middle 17th
Century.

At the foot of The Cross
is a set of stocks for the punishment of villains and entertainment
of the local folk, which replaced the original ones dating back to
1775.
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Just before the cross,
turn left up the hill on Rectory lane (1). Follow to the top of the
lane where you can see the church ahead, and then cross over and
turn right on Church Road to walk past the end of the dam. After
passing the dam railings take the steps at the side of the
dam and follow the path alongside the dam (2).

Shortly on the right you
will see the path double back on itself, take this path, it is
signposted the easy access trail, as opposed to the water side path
and it gives a nice alternative to following the dam path all the
way back to the start.

Climb the gentle hill
through wild flower fields and you will see view points of the dam
on your left, there is seating on the left just where you re enter
the tree line .The path now begins to drop gently and leads to a
wooden bridge where you can see the full length down the
dam.

Pass the information
placard and follow the sign for the wishing bridge, a small iron
bridge crossing the dam, after the bridge turn right up the steps
to follow the sign towards Crossfield Bridge and the Bongs
(3).

The dam was formed in 1824
when a turnpike road and bridge, the present day A56 was built
across the valley and its small stream, blocking of the streams
flow and creating the lake as it is now. 

After crossing over
Crossfield Bridge you can stop to admire the impressive Poplar tree
lined avenue that faces you before bearing  right on the
tarmac path, pass beside the barrier and follow this road (Lakeside
Road)to the end. This gives splendid views of the fields in the
distance, not many people use this road, but it gives a nice
alternative to the dam path. The trees here replaced the original
Elm trees, which sadly died in the 1980s of Dutch Elm
disease.

At the end of the road,
cross over and turn right back towards the dam, and reach the
attractive iron work entrance into the Dingle(4), descend the steps
here and walk through the Dingle to reach the lower dam with its
pretty cottages to the sides.

Walk to the junction with
the timbered building to your left, walk left for 50 feet and then
cross over into Bridgewater Street but keep to the left and climb
up the cobbled lane to reach the canal.

Turn left along the canal
path and pass the seating heading past the church, to reach the
junction where you cross over and enter Maltmans Road, follow to
the end and enter the park, there are seats here looking down
towards the canal and is a good half way rest stop.

Follow the path to exit
between the houses and bungalows, ahead, DONT follow the path to
the left, follow straight on along this road to reach the
T-junction with the main road where you turn down the hill and
under the canal tunnel (5).

Immediately after the
tunnel turn right up the tarmac drive to the side of the canal, and
follow to the left along the canal towards the village, the ducks
along here can recycle any food you have left!

On weekend days there are
usually a good number of pleasure boats using the canal.

Under the bridge you will
start to reach the moored boats approaching the road bridge ahead
of you. just past the large house on the left, and, before the
bridge, turn left into a cut and pass the cottages, turning right
at the end to cross over the canal on the main bridge, this road is
called The Cross and leads back to The Cross, drop down the hill
and cross over to return to the car park.


Chapter
2.

KNUTSFORD

A circular walk around
Knutsford highlighting Italianate buildings, parkland and many
Regency and Victorian buildings.

Start in Tabley Road (1)
with the heath on your right hand side and walk to the junction at
the end of the road. Cross over here and go down Garden Road
immediately opposite, after .25 mile the road comes to a small
cross junction where you follow ahead passing the No Entry (for
vehicles) sign.
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To the left are two
entrances into Tatton Park. The park itself has no entrance fees
for walkers and depending on the season, it is possible to see deer
and swans building nests.

Follow on for 50 yards and
turn left into Drury Lane. The white building on the corner is the
old library whilst immediately in front is the Ruskin Building (2)
used by United States Third Army Officers prior to the D Day
landings in 1944.

The brightly painted
cottages and the tower give a Mediterranean feel to the lane. Look
out for the information plaque at number 12 and then bear right at
the bottom with the pond on the left and the church visible on the
hilltop. The pond acts as a small nature reserve area and to your
right you will see the semi covered stream.

You are now standing on
the bank of the mighty River Lily, claimed to be the shortest river
in Europe. This is the river that King Canute crossed (forded) and
gives the town its name-Canute Ford-, after that amazing feat it’s
not surprising that he went on to believe he could command the
tides, to give him the benefit of the doubt it is probable that the
ground here was much boggier back then.

Carry on to the park
pathway and keeping the pond to the left follow to the top of the
path, there are badges on the railings showing events from the town
such as the cycling festival.

Upon reaching the iron
gate ,pass through and turn right on the tarmac road until you
reach a second gate on the right, back into the park heading
towards the white house with the tower(3).

Beside the tower, follow
the road, Swinton Square, up the slope to reach King Street. There
is an information board directly over the road here as well as
others further along. Turn right and pass St John’s Baptist Church
sited on the hilltop and carry on until to the Gaskell
 Memorial Tower built in 1905, with its bust of the author and
literary quotes carved upon it.

If you study the brickwork
on the columns just further on you will find the names of all the
monarchs of England.

Follow on along King
Street for another 50 yards and turn left through an archway with
George and the dragon carved into the tops of the columns, passing
the art gallery and boutiques to reach Princess Street at the top
and turn right here for 100 yards to the junction where you bear
left and walk to the zebra crossing.

After crossing the road,
go straight over and into Gaskell Avenue, formerly Heathside,
keeping the green on your right hand side. On the left is Heathgate
House, the childhood home of Elizabeth Gaskell, the Victorian
novelist whose book Cranford is based on Knutsford and its
habitants.

Next, you will reach the
house of highwayman Edward Higgins; he appears to have made a good
income by robbing ladies travelling to the County Balls at the
nearby George Hotel. He was finally captured and sentenced to death
but it is rumoured that he had a secret tunnel under the Heath
where he hid his ill-gotten gains, and, as in all the best stories
it has never been found... 

At the junction turn right
and walk to the end of the road where you turn left and after 200
yards cross the road into Lady Mile and follow the footpath to its
end, rejoin the roadside for the last 200 yards to the junction
back into Tabley road.


Chapter
3.

MOBBERLEY

The walk starts opposite
to the Church,(1).Follow the path towards the pub and then on to
the cricket ground, just past the cricket ground check the trees in
the gardens beside you, you may get the feeling you are being
watched!
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The road now bears to the
left, follow on to the bottom of Church Lane to reach the junction
On the top of the hill to the right is the Victory hall (2) built
in the 1920's, an attractive wooden building, which plays a large
part in the village activities, walk down the slight slope of the
path beside the hall and when you reach the end of the railings
cross the road into Mill Lane.

Pass the thatched house
and follow the road round past the two pubs and alongside the high
stone wall, don’t climb the steps but carry on to meet Town Lane,
where you need to cross over to reach the footpath and turn to the
left. Some of the houses here date from the 1700's.Carry on for
half a mile and you will reach the shops on the right hand side
where you can get supplies for the walk if you wish, carry on in
the same direction through the village, you will reach the parish
council offices(3) and the new houses, all of this area used to be
part of the world renown Ilford photo film manufacturers and at one
time employed 1500 people, the council building was part of the old
works which is why it looks so  impressive for the size of the
village.

Just as there have been
recent massive increases in the prices of precious metals, back in
the 1980's ,silver, which was required for the film manufacture,
jumped in 1 year from £3 an ounce to £23 an ounce, leading to quite
a headache for the company with them making concerted efforts to
cut down on expenses by recycling cut off lengths of films to
retrieve it.

Cross over Ilford way and
continue along the main road until you reach Smith Lane with its
sign for Mobberley Station. 
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Turn right up this road
which is lined with Meadowsweet and Hawthorn during early
summer.

In half a mile the road
branches and here you take the smaller road to the right, this is
Slade Road, There is a nice view from the bridge to the pretty
brook below and the attractive houses nearby(4).

Follow the road straight
ahead up the incline, pass the cul -de- sac and follow the bend to
the right, and then left to the tee junction, follow the road to
the left, signposted Ashley, after 50 yards bear left onto the road
passing the big house on the right and see the sign for Mobberley
station, this is Station Road, follow on and the station is 100
yards ahead.

Cross over the tracks and
past the attractive cottages on the right hand side and the Railway
pub on the left. Carry on over the bridge to turn
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