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Spanish Reader for Beginners is the first of more than eight Spanish Readers of the series Spanish Readers for Beginners, Intermediate and Advanced Students. This series of short stories in Spanish was created by CostaRica SpanishOnline, the first Online Spanish school in Costa Rica to provide independent learners with live One-On-One immersion Spanish courses via Skype. 

This series of short stories in Spanish is focused on seven levels of Spanish: Beginner, Beginner II, Intermediate, Intermediate II, Intermediate & Advanced, Advanced I, Advanced II, and Advanced III. 

Spanish Reader for Beginners targets Spanish Grammar level 1 within unique short stories with an unusual twist: each, written in Spanish spoken in Latin America, including current vocabulary you would like to learn when you begin to study Spanish as a Foreign Language. 

Each story, written in the format of short paragraphs, each translated from Spanish to English, allows for instant vocabulary translation, thus presenting the reader a vast range of new vocabulary that is easy to learn. 

I guarantee you will not feel overwhelmed by an array of structures included in higher levels of the Spanish language, for the purpose of this book is to keep you entertained as you begin to learn the language.

One thing to keep in mind, though, as you begin to read is that Spanish is “wordy”. What in English can be said in two words, we may end up saying in a whole sentence. For the purpose of teaching you the way we speak, I have used a very literal form of translation to provide you with the exact meaning of each thought, although perhaps it won’t make sense to you to say it in such a way.

In addition, I have included a few Grammar Structures of higher levels to provide you with a glimpse of what is yet to come; however, the main focus of this first book is on Grammar Structures used in Beginner Levels: Regular Verbs in the Present and PastTenses, Reflexive Verbs in the Present and Past  Tenses, Direct Object and Indirect Object Pronouns, Prepositions, as well as a wide range of sentence connectors you will want to begin to use at a beginner level.

I truly hope you find Spanish Reader for Beginners useful as a learning tool. I know I have enjoyed taking on the challenge of making up a story as I take into consideration the elements of Grammar involved at each level of language learning.

Iris Acevedo A

Author/Founder

CostaRica SpanishOnline
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Los Barrios De Arriba Y Los Barrios De Abajo
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Son las cinco en punto de la mañana de un lunes. Apenas está un poco claro afuera. Hoy es el primer día de trabajo para casi todos los habitantes de los barrios de abajo. En estos barrios al sur de la capital, hay casas muy pequeñas con escasos jardines. Inclusive, hay casas de una sola puerta y una sola ventana; nada más.

It is five o’clock on a Monday morning. There is hardly any natural light outside. Today is the first workday for almost all of the inhabitants of poor neighborhoods. In these neighborhoods, to the south of the capital city, there are very small homes with scarce gardens. There are even houses with only one door and only one window; that is all.

Algunos jardines tienen flores de diferentes colores. En otros jardines, en lugar de flores, hay una o dos sillas plásticas para sentarse a ver la gente pasar. Y muchas casas solamente tienen un área muy pequeña de cemento para estacionar el carro o la moto.

Some gardens have flowers of various colors. In other gardens, instead of flowers, there are on or two plastic chairs for people to sit on and watch people go by. And many homes only have a very small area of concrete to  park the car or motorcycle. 

Es un área de aproximadamente tres metros cuadrados, pero es suficiente para ellos. 

It is an area of about three square meters, but it is enough for them. 

La madre está en la cocina desde las cuatro de la mañana. Ella chorrea el café en un chorreador de café. Este consiste en una bolsa pequeña de manta colocada en una estructura de madera.

The mother is in the kitchen since four in the morning. She drips the coffee in a traditional coffee dripper. It consists of a small cotton bag placed on a wood structure.

[image: chorreador]

Chorrear: to drip as in to drip coffee, or to lay as in to lay a foundation of concrete.

El desayuno es casi igual para todos. En las mesas hay pan de panadería; típico en todos los barrios. Además, hay una taza de café negro para los adultos, una taza de café con leche para los niños, y un huevo para cada miembro de la familia.

Breakfast is almost the same for all. On the tables there is bread from the local bakery, which is typical to have in all neighborhoods. Also, there is a cup of coffee black for the grown ups and a cup of coffee and milk for the children, and an egg for each member of the family. 

Todos están en la mesa, excepto la madre. Ella aun está en la cocina. Ella siempre es la primera persona en levantarse por la mañana y la última en acostarse por la noche, después de ayudar a los niños con sus tareas escolares; preparar la cena y lavar los platos.

Everyone is at the table, except for the mother. She is still in the kitchen. She is always the first person to get up in the morning and the last person to go to bed at night, after she helps the children with their school work, prepares dinner, and washes the dishes.

Levantarse and acostarse: reflexive verbs

También son las cinco de la mañana en los barrios de arriba. En estos barrios hay casas medianas y casas un poco más grandes. Los jardines son medianos y grandes; algunos con una terraza amplia para sentarse y tomar café.

It is five o’clock in the morning in the rich neighborhoods, too. In these neighborhoods there are medium size homes and homes that are a bit larger. The gardens in these homes are medium size and large; some of them have a wide terrace to sit and drink coffee.

Para: preposition. In order to, with the purpose of.

Sentarse: to sit (down). Reflexive Verb.

En algunos jardines hay plantas exóticas y piedras de los volcanes. 

In some gardens there are exotic plants and rocks from volcanoes.

En otros jardines hay árboles frutales y árboles que dan flores de hermosos colores.

In other gardens there are fruit trees and trees that give flowers of beautiful colors. 

Dar: to give, to produce. (irregular verb)

Todas las casas tienen un garaje o una cochera para guardar uno o dos carros; inclusive tres carros si es necesario.

All houses have a garage
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