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			Introduction

			Kendel and I spent much of spring and summer 2024 assuring fellow Republicans that it was going to be okay—that Donald J. Trump would win the presidency. That the guy who left office with Watergate-era approval numbers would indeed arise from the political ashes to lead a weakened, drifting America.

			More often than not, our assurances were met with skepticism, either because the comeback story was so unlikely or because Trump supporters believed the combined weight of the political, economic, and media forces aligned against him would prevail in the end—just as it had in 2020.

			But the Ehrlichs were not simply speaking from the heart. We spoke from many hours spent campaigning in the ultimate swing state of Pennsylvania—and with the knowledge that comes from decades of campaigning in blue, red, and purple states alike. All this plus the ability to access internal Trump tracking numbers had even the more pragmatic Ehrlich (me) thinking positive thoughts as summer turned to fall.

			Perhaps the most revealing single day of the campaign was the Trump-Johnstown rally we attended on August 29, just nine weeks out from Election Day.

			The venue (a minor league hockey arena) held approximately 8,000 fans, but at least that number milled around outside, content to simply wear their MAGA gear and be near the excitement of an official Trump rally. It was at this event that the reality of Trump’s strength with (private sector) organized labor hit home for us. Here were thousands of gas field workers who had paid a high price for their union leadership’s support of Biden-Harris four years earlier. But not this time. No amount of Harris half-hearted assurances that she had seen the light on fracking could persuade these union members. This time it was the pro–fossil fuels populist Republican against the uber-green California progressive with a different message for every audience. This time, mixed messaging from union leadership would have little impact. It was Trump, with plenty of accompanying enthusiasm as western Pennsylvania turned out for the Republican ticket by historic margins.

			Still, the Biden-Harris record on fossil fuel exploration generally, and fracking in particular, was but one aspect of a steadily growing MAGA snowball that kept gathering momentum during the summer and early fall of 2024.

			First and foremost, there was the charisma-challenged Kamala Harris, the first Democrat to withdraw from the Democratic primary field in 2020 and a nominee who was handed her party’s nomination without benefit of the intense vetting that accompanies a normal primary process. Indeed, more than a few voters could not help but chuckle as the candidate who had not received a single primary vote repeatedly evoked her campaign theme of “protecting democracy.”

			Then there was the memory of the early (and deadly) humiliation in Afghanistan wherein a hastily planned and poorly executed withdrawal had led to the deaths of thirteen American soldiers and the loss of billions of dollars of military hardware to the Taliban. It was a spectacular foreign policy disaster that damaged American credibility in a part of the world that abhors a (power) vacuum. Biden-Harris foreign policy failures only got worse from there, as the lifting of “maximum pressure” against the mullahs in Tehran encouraged Iran’s proxy terror campaigns throughout the Middle East and may have encouraged the ruthless Vladimir Putin to pursue his brutal invasion of Ukraine—a bloody war of attrition and stalemated slaughter largely financed by the US taxpayer.

			Another “foreign” policy disaster was the unmistakable message from Joe, Kamala, and company…to come to America…and stay. It was an invitation met with great enthusiasm, as millions of (mostly) unskilled migrants from all over the world (over one hundred countries) began to show up at (actually walk, run, or climb over) America’s southern border. To make matters worse, Mr. Biden, “border czar” Harris, and Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas remained unresponsive to the border chaos, as increasingly desperate calls for federal action to mitigate the invasion were either ignored or summarily dismissed as the pointless racist chants of a defeated MAGA crowd.

			It was only in year four of Biden’s term that the administration recognized the dire situation—a too-little/too-late pivot that fell on mostly deaf ears as even Democratic mayors and border-district members of Congress began to give Biden and company the “what for” at a time Democrats could least afford to take the heat. In the end, the Harris no-show performance on her “border czar” gig and Biden’s lack of interest or concern in border mayhem remain the single most puzzling aspect of his presidency.

			On Election Day, however, it was an unsteady economy and ever-ascending cost of living that most contributed to Democrat—and voter—angst. The record spoke for itself. Just too many taxpayer-financed spending sprees. Just too many newly printed dollars chasing far too few goods. Just too many denials from an administration unwilling to recognize consumer sticker shock. An extended inflationary spiral was the result, despite repeated assurances that it did not exist followed by assurances it would all be “transitory.” Here, no amount of “orange man bad” or “Trump the evil dictator” or January 6 talking points or “consumers just don’t realize how good they have it” dismissals could cure a bottom line of spiking grocery store prices, dinner checks, and utility bills. Real wage growth was down—and every working-class family in America felt the pain.

			Of course, there were other problematic issues for Harris-Walz and down-ballot Democrats. Upticks in violent crime in the aftermath of the “defund the police” movement. The Justice Department’s relentless assault on free speech. Outbreaks of anti-Semitism on campus. Oh…and the continuing revelations about Hunter’s financial arrangements with foreign governments and the not-too-subtle saga of how the Biden family made all those millions of dollars.

			Perhaps the most shocking consequence of this extended list of “things broken” was the historic boost in Trump support from African American, Jewish, and younger voters.

			With respect to the much-analyzed last group, Biden had beaten Trump by twenty-five points in the usually solid-blue cohort of eighteen-to twenty-nine-year-olds in 2020. This time that margin dwindled to six points, and young men preferred Trump by fourteen points.

			Many observers (including the author) attributed said youth realignment to repeated Biden-era big government fails. Included herein were COVID-era lies and cover-ups regarding vaccine efficacy and the effectiveness of masks and social distancing, extended COVID-induced school shutdowns, and insane gender-bending rules that placed female athletes at a competitive disadvantage and actual injury risk against biological males.

			All in all, it was a decidedly unattractive issues environment for any aspiring Democrat wannabe, and an especially dire one for a sitting vice president who had suffered from well reported turmoil—and turnover—within her staff as well as historically low approval numbers for much of her tenure.

			Still, even the travails of Biden-Harris and a negative issues environment were not the primary headlines of the 2024 campaign. This cycle was all Trump, all the time—just the way he likes (and designs) it to be. It was about the man who had left office with dreadful poll numbers and even worse press. The billionaire populist who not so long ago had been tagged “public enemy number one” in the eyes of mainstream media from coast to coast. The disruptor who had taken on and defeated a legacy media accustomed to having its own way…and its own narratives. And (more recently) the accused who had been forced to defend himself in criminal indictments brought in four separate cases.

			So how did Donald J. Trump pull it off? What backroom strategies or simply fortuitous circumstances—or both—came together to energize millions of first-time Trump supporters? And how did the target of so much animosity and deranged hatred accomplish a realigning against-all-odds comeback?

			The short answer: a combination of sheer doggedness, a buttoned-down campaign far removed from the chaotic 2016 operation, the always strong media instincts, the familiar healthy ego, significant wealth, a determination to right the wrong that he (and tens of millions of MAGA voters) believed had been foisted upon him in 2020, and a Democrat media and party apparatus far too captivated by a fringe progressive agenda and a deep and abiding hatred of all things Donald J. Trump.

			The longer form answer is the focus of this tome. Both published and unpublished columns and analysis are utilized to better capture the primary players (Biden, Harris, Walz, Trump, Vance) and primary influencers (legacy media, social media, progressive elites, organized labor—MAGA “deplorables”) and primary storylines (Afghanistan, border security, inflation, Ukraine, borderlessness, migrant crime, and men participating in women’s athletics).

			My fifth book, Bet You Didn’t See That One Coming, analyzed the nascent MAGA movement circa 2016 that arose out of nowhere to make Donald Trump America’s forty-fifth president. Many pundits thought such an unexpected phenomenon was a once-in-a-lifetime event. They were wrong. The come-from-behind story of the 2024 campaign and the return of The Donald surely trump (excuse the common pun) even that historic election.

			Herein is a story both audacious and sublime, the unlikely redemption of a man and his movement. In the end, the tale of a billionaire populist (no longer an oxymoron in the time of Trump) able to again gain control of a movement…a party…and a nation. In the process, transforming the not-so-long-ago party of Wall Street into the party of Main Street, the party of a blue-collar America grown resentful of hurtful edicts imposed by unsympathetic Washington elites.

			It is my strong hope you enjoy reading about this most unlikely tale as much as I have enjoyed writing about it.

			 

		

	
		
			CHAPTER 1

			Woke, Inc.

			“You want to see someone that responds to your house, to your emergency—whether it’s a medical call or a fire call—that looks like you…. Am I able to carry your husband out of a fire? He got himself in the wrong place if I have to carry him out.”

			—Los Angeles Fire Department Deputy Chief Kristine Larson (head of Equity and Human Resources Bureau)

			Ninety-nine percent of Americans cannot recite the dictionary definition, but a like number likely recognize “woke” when they see it—similar to Supreme Court Justice Potter Stewart’s definition of obscenity (you know it when you see it)—or the incriminating quote from Deputy Chief Larson in the aftermath of the Los Angeles wildfires of 2024.

			Similarly, with respect to woke-inspired verbs and pronouns and the general butchering of the English language that accompanies (what passes for) woke vocabulary, most Americans view the entire exercise as a bridge too far—an insult to common sense and generally accepted cultural values, not to mention elementary school grammar.

			How else to describe a values system that assigns accountability (sometimes criminal responsibility) as a function of race, sex, or ethnicity? A mindset that renders instant judgment against Covington Catholic High School’s Nick Sandmann, the Duke University Lacrosse team, the University of Virginia’s Phi Kappa Psi fraternity, and the US Border Patrol’s Horseback Unit…without a scintilla of supporting evidence?

			For twelve of the last sixteen years, woke’s sponsors have daily sought to undermine America through a Marxist-inspired prism (the now familiar “oppressor”/“oppressed” paradigm) and a ludicrous attachment to relativism/subjective truth (“Who said the sky is blue?”) that lacks coherence but is endorsed by well-known progressives…including the former vice president and nominee for president in 2024. Hence, the wokester fondness for the catch phrase “Live your own truth.”

			Yet the worst consequence of woke’s frontal assault on American culture (and meritocratic values) is the failure to quantify—or even recognize—the resulting consequences. Collateral damage includes the girls cheated out of their rightful place on female athletic teams. US citizens preyed upon by illegal migrant crime. The homeowners of greater Los Angeles victimized by negligent fire prevention policies. And all the public servants forced to resign their jobs because they refused to take a COVID jab.

			A multitude of books will be written about the rise (and fall) of this dangerous campus-invented virus—a worldview that percolated prior to and then came of age with the ascent of Barack Obama to the presidency and subsequently went (somewhat unexpectedly) viral during the Biden years.

			But Trump’s popular vote win signaled a seismic shift to the right as the newly installed president issued executive orders mandating a return to two genders, an end to pronoun foolishness, and a cessation to taxpayer-financed child and prisoner sex-change procedures. Other orders terminated DEI programs and departments and reestablished lethality as the Pentagon’s first priority (as opposed to Biden-era focus on climate change, equity, and drag shows).

			The larger culture immediately took note. Major employers quickly jettisoned equity for (MLK-inspired) equality as Amazon, McDonald’s, Caterpillar, Ford, Lowes, Morgan Stanley, J.P. Morgan, and Citigroup (among other corporate titans) announced scaled-back or eliminated woke initiatives. Mark Zuckerberg dropped his censorship unit at Meta. BlackRock accelerated its retreat from diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) and environmental, social, and governance (ESG) policies. Girls celebrated the return of…girls-only sports. And even the woke NFL began to fade its George Floyd-era messaging for more military/public service themes.

			More coerced cooperation was forthcoming (albeit with plenty of moaning and groaning) as a number of our most woke colleges and universities fell in line on Title IX, the demise of DEI initiatives, and increased protection for Jewish students on campus in the face of Mr. Trump’s wrath—and not coincidentally, the potential loss of hundreds of millions of federal dollars.

			Herein was the flipside of Andrew Breitbart’s famous observation (“Politics is downstream from culture”) as one presidential election shook the very core of progressive values and programs constructed over the previous two decades.

			The ways, means, and tactics employed by Trump and the MAGA movement to indict woke—stop it in its tracks—and reverse its recent momentum is the focus of the following columns.

			***

			“The Media Will Keep Blaming Everything on Trump Until Normal Americans Say ‘Enough!’”

			—The Western Journal, April 12, 2021

			My April 5 column argued that three seminal events (COVID-19, George Floyd, and January 6) formed the predicate for what can fairly be described as our ongoing cultural revolution.

			My thesis did not cover new ground but rather sought to add context as to why things have gone so offline so rapidly.

			To wit, how these momentous events lent such energy to three of the Left’s favorite narratives: (1) the need for an extensive (federal) government overreach in our daily lives; (2) the need to rein in the alleged epidemic of police violence against minority communities; and (3) the need to combat the undercurrent of white supremacy, perceived especially throughout red America.

			As a result, we are daily confronted with a woke campaign of words and actions executed by enabled elites such as campus intellectuals, the mainstream media, Hollywood, Big Tech, and (most recently) corporate America.

			Its reach is accordingly wide and deep—and unimaginable only eighteen short months ago.

			Think about that last statement. America circa 2019 would never have accepted replacing police with social workers, allowed criminals to take over entire city blocks, acquiesced to authoritarian lockdowns of schools and businesses far beyond what science dictated, indulged the revisitation of both the First and Second Amendments, agreed to gender-bending elementary school sex instruction, supported an immigration policy that borders on borderlessness, or bought into the notion that requiring photo identification in order to cast a vote was somehow racist.

			That the average American is daily force-fed this program is bad enough, but a recent CNN (who else?) story reminded me that the daily shock-and-awe campaign is not just about transforming America into a progressive wonderland.

			The report at issue had former FBI Deputy Director Andrew McCabe (who else?) opining without evidence how the April 2 deadly attack on Capitol Hill was “one of the results” of the January 6 riot.

			Yep, CNN’s intrepid contributor saw the vehicular (and knife) attack on Capitol Hill Police Officer William Evans by an admitted devotee of the Nation of Islam as but the latest follow-on chapter in a grievance campaign against the government.

			Ludicrous, yes, but you best get familiar with the all-encompassing progressive narrative that any attack on federal property is a function of January 6 (unless of course the issue is antifa attacks on federal courthouses in Portland, which seemingly do not count).

			And there you have it. Three compelling Trump-era events that have unleashed deliberate narratives aimed at the very foundation of America—narratives that at their core speak to the undermining of our founders, our principles, our culture, our country.

			At the end of the day, all the issues and all the events and all the derived narratives come together in one common takeaway: never again Trump; never again “America First”; never again flyover deplorables dictating to the elites what is in the best interests of the good ole USA.

			Such batting practice on all things Trump will continue unimpeded until a silent majority of everyday Americans decides that the “new normal” is not normal at all.

			That the dismantling of police departments leads to the murder
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