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This is another book of a series that takes a day to day look at
the “Politics of Sports Business” in 2020, 366 commentaries and all
of them are derived from one central thought. How sports operates
with three absolute needs to be successful. Government backing.
Money from television. Corporate support. It really does not matter
if a sport is headquartered in the United States or in Switzerland.
The 366 essays reflect that thinking.  

Evan Weiner, January 2021.





January, 2020: The proposed shut down of 42 minor league baseball
teams in the Major League Baseball-Minor League Baseball player
development negotiations captured wide spread interest outside of
the sports industry. Politicians wanted to know why Major League
Baseball wanted to change an existing structure.  MLB ruled on
the Houston Astros sign stealing caper. The Super Bowl lead up is
always a major January sports story and the International Olympic
Committee President Thomas Bach wanted to mute athletes’
participating in the event from speaking their minds.





>>>January 1st Is Just Another Day In College
Football



January 1, 2020

Once upon a time, January 1st was the last day of the college
football season although there were some all-star games played in
January. There would be a champion crowned after the completion of
the traditional bowl games. But money has changed everything and
January 1st is just another day. In 2020, there are four games,
including the Rose and the Sugar Bowl. This year’s college football
championship game is on January 13 in New Orleans. There are more
than three dozen college bowl games with companies such as Lockheed
Martin, Lending Tree, TaxSlayer, PlayStation and other title
sponsors paying college football bills. Television and other
partners both naming rights and lesser sponsors put up money.
 But no payments go to student-athletes who are the
show.

The term "student-athlete" has been used to deny players benefits
such as salaries and long-term health care from injuries suffered
on the field whether in practice or in a game. Courts have pretty
much routinely upheld the college side of things in lawsuits filed
by severely injured players or survivors of players killed on the
field. Schools should not have to pay workman's compensation or
long-term health care costs because the athlete is a student not an
employee of the school. The athletic scholarship is very one sided,
in favor of the schools although there is some justification that
the schools are offering scholarships to players and that players
ought to be grateful for that.  Teams playing in the bowl
games pay no taxes on bowl payoffs thanks to an antitrust
exemption. The players, the stars of the show, are not paid while
everyone else is making money. They have stories to tell later on
in life about appearing in a big game. The coaches get millions,
athletic director bonuses. The players may get a ring from their
sweat and time.





>>>Whatever Happened To The Planned NBA European
Division?



January 2, 2020

National Hockey League Deputy Commissioner Bill Daly envisions the
day that the league will have a European Division. But it may take
a while to see that happening because the NHL would need at least
four teams playing in state-of-the-art hockey arenas and Europe has
been slow in building those types of venues. Edmonton Oilers
ownership is planning to construct an arena in Frankfurt, Germany.
More than four decades ago, the World Hockey Association was
planning a European conference. The league folded in 1979 The NHL
took four teams. Former National Basketball Association
Commissioner David Stern had hoped to get an NBA European Division
up and running by 2010.  The NHL and NBA schedule one off
games in Europe but there are no European Division plans.

Boston Celtics’ coach Red Auerbach really began the globalization
of basketball in 1964 when he took a group of NBA players to Europe
with the goal of beating the Soviet National Team in Moscow.
Auerbach was annoyed that the Soviet Union team was beating up on
American college kids in various international tournaments and
decided to march on Moscow with the help of his friends at the
State Department. Auerbach’s goal was to get a Soviet visa for
himself, his staff and players and develop the game of basketball
in various European countries by playing games and giving clinics
on his march through the European continent. Auerbach got as far as
Cairo, Egypt. He never did get the Soviet visas and was stopped but
along the way throughout Europe and into Cairo, Auerbach provided a
foundation that would eventually produce quality European
basketball players and open up the international markets. Europe
does have its own hockey and basketball leagues. London, Paris,
Stockholm and Helsinki get an NBA or NHL game once in a while but
it’s just a scrap.







>>>The NFL Is The Comeback Player Of The Year



January 3, 2020

 

You have to give the National Football League starting with the
Commissioner Roger Goodell, the 31 owners and the Green Bay
Packers’ Board of Directors, a lot of credit. Somehow the group has
righted the good ship NFL and problems have vanished. Television
ratings? Not a problem, there is more interest in the league at
least as far as getting eyeballs in front of a video device.
Players protests? The issue seems to have faded into oblivion.
Sure, Colin Kaepernick was blackballed although just one owner, the
New York Giants John Mara, came close to admitting that a few years
back. But the league and a segment of NFL supporters have moved on.
The league has also moved on from relocating three franchises. San
Diego and St. Louis are lines in a history book although the San
Diego Chargers move north to Los Angeles has not been a box office
bonanza for the Spanos family. Oakland say goodbye for a second
time to the Raiders in December. Players with domestic violence
issues seem to be welcome back after a hearing and a brief
suspension.

The NFL and the football industry have to be breathing a sigh of
relief as the stories about the concussion issue is under control.
The media is not pumping out stories of former players suffering
from the permanent head injuries that more than likely were caused
by repeated blows to the head while playing and practicing from the
youth level to the NFL. It doesn’t pay for CBS, Comcast/NBC,
Disney/ESPN and Rupert Murdoch’s FOX to broadcast negative stories
about their partner, the NFL, when there is money to be made by
all. The NFL has also been helped by a source that the league
thought was horrible until 2018. Legalized sports gambling. The NFL
fought to keep states from starting up sportsbooks now the league
embraces it.





>>>Michigan Hopes To Have Sports Gambling In Place By The
Super Bowl



January 4, 2020

Michigan is jumping into the sports gambling business and the state
hopes that it can set up the mechanisms needed to offer state
residents betting by the Super Bowl. The Super Bowl is a lucrative
event in the sports gambling world in the United States and
Michigan wants a piece of the action. Michigan becomes the 20th
state to welcome sports gambling and the 21st local government to
embrace it with Washington, DC elected officials green lighting
sports betting within the District. If the state cannot get all of
the mechanics involved in sports betting at casinos worked out by
February 2, the date of the Super Bowl, the next target would by
the NCAA Men’s College Basketball Tournament or March Madness
sometime in late February or early March. Michigan would start with
sportsbooks in the state’s casinos and expand it to online sources.
Michigan officials don’t see sports gambling as an economic
panacea. There is a projection that sports betting with produce
just $19 million in revenue for the state. But Michigan officials
want to use what they deem all new revenue for education with some
money directed to the state’s first responders in
emergencies.

In May 2018, the Supreme Court of the United States gave the
greenlight to sports gambling in a case involving New Jersey’s bid
to start sports betting in 2011. The National Football League
fought New Jersey, now it embraces gambling. Nevada got legalized
sportsbooks in 1949. New York, New Jersey, Delaware, West Virginia,
Rhode Island, Mississippi, Pennsylvania, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana,
Montana, Oregon, New Mexico, Arkansas, New Hampshire, North
Carolina, Colorado, Tennessee, Michigan and Washington, D. C. now
have various forms of sportsbooks. Kentucky and Georgia along with
others may join them in 2020. The NFL and NBA led the charge
against sportsbooks now the leagues embrace state sponsored sports
gambling.





>>>A Planned Richmond, Virginia Arena-Village Plan Hits A
Speed Bump



January 5, 2020

Richmond, Virginia Mayor Levar Stoney’s plan to build a
state-of-art arena in the city has taken a major blow.  The
Navy Hill Advisory Commission did not think the proposed, publicly
financed $300 million arena was a sound and reasonable public
investment in the redevelopment of Richmond’s downtown. The
Commission pointed out that a failure of the arena operations or
marketing would almost certainly require city intervention. The
Commission was troubled that alternative uses for the site were not
considered. They also questioned the need for a 17,500-seat arena
and suggested that the entire Richmond market should provide
financial support for the arena. The commission debunked the theory
that an arena would be an economic generator concluding that the
arena itself was unlikely to create strong and reliable retail,
entertainment, lodging or restaurant destinations or demand.
 Stoney’s plan was to use the facility as an anchor for a
redevelopment of a city owned eight-block area.

The arena would be a lure for getting big name bands along with
college basketball tournaments to come through Richmond according
to Stoney. The arena would be the biggest in Virginia and would be
surrounded by housing, a hotel and dozens of new restaurants if all
went according to the plan. How to pay for demolition of the
Richmond Coliseum which is situated in the eight-block zone and all
of the new construction is a problem. Stoney claimed the project
would pay for itself. The Stoney plan would get rid of the city’s
48-year-old arena, city office buildings and parking lots and build
a new downtown. Richmond would invest $300 million into the arena.
Richmond would get $900 million in private money for the village
part. City officials have to hope the village would generate a
great deal of revenue.  It is a huge bet with huge
risks.





>>> Dutchess County, NY May Be The First Trouble Spot For
MLB's Planned Minor League Baseball Contraction

January 6, 2020

The first local trouble spot in the Major League Baseball-Minor
League Baseball acrimonious player development contract talks has
materialized in Dutchess County, New York. Dutchess County
officials and Hudson Valley Renegades ownership cannot go ahead
with talks about a stadium lease extension because no one seems to
know if the Hudson Valley franchise will be in business in 2021.
Hudson Valley is a member of the New York-Penn League, a short
season Class A entry league. Hudson Valley, which by all accounts
is a model short season minor league franchise, could also be in a
higher league in 2021. In December 2018, the Dutchess County
Legislature approved $2.4 million in bond funding to upgrade
Dutchess Stadium. The next step was for the Renegades ownership and
the county to work on a getting long term agreement. But Minor
League Baseball is in limbo and the talks between Dutchess County
and the Renegades ownership have come to a halt. The two sides are
waiting to see what happens between MLB and Minor League
Baseball.

Major League Baseball owners want to get rid of 42 teams. Most of
the franchises that would be cut would come from the short season
Class A leagues. The dispute is about money and on a grand scale of
the baseball industry’s finances, it doesn’t make much sense. It is
estimated that Major League Baseball owners can collectively save
about $20 million or $600,000 per team annually by eliminating the
42 minor league teams. The owners also want to have the players
draft in August which would eliminate the need for short season
leagues. MLB owners seemingly don’t care about alienating fans by
eliminating a source of local entertainment but money talks.
Meanwhile in Dutchess County, New York, local government and a
local baseball team cannot negotiate a ballpark lease extension as
the team is in limbo.





>>>A's Ownership May Be A Step Closer To Getting A New
Ballpark



January 7, 2020

It’s 2020 and the Oakland A’s Major League Baseball team owners may
finally get what the group has been seeking for a while. The right
to buy Alameda County share of the Oakland Coliseum. The A’s
ownership will pay Alameda County $85 million over a six-year
period once a review of the sale is complete and both sides sign
off on the deal. That could be done by the beginning of summer. A’s
ownership may have a fallback option should a proposal to build a
baseball park on the Oakland waterfront fail. Initially the city of
Oakland wanted to sure Alameda County in an attempt to stop the
proposed sale. Oakland owns the other 50 percent of the ballpark.
A’s ownership does not intend to remain in the stadium. In April
2019, the A’s owners and Alameda County entered into a non-binding
agreement to sell the county’s share of the property to the A’s
owners. The waterfront property is the ownership’s stadium location
preference. There are a myriad of questions concerning the
waterfront proposal that need answers from the funding to the
environmental impact of the arena, to traffic patterns and how to
get people to the park.

The ballpark has been a problem for decades for various A’s owners.
In 1977-78 Charles Finley, who took his Kansas City A’s to Oakland
in 1967 and signed a 20-year lease agreement, could not complete a
sale to Marvin Davis who would have moved the team to Denver. More
than two decades ago, another set of owners wanted a new stadium.
Lew Wolff tried to move the team to Fremont, California and San
Jose. Wolff also wanted to build a stadium-village on the Coliseum
property.  Major League Baseball Commissioner Rob Manfred turn
up the heat on Oakland officials last fall saying that without a
new stadium, A’s owners could move. The ballpark building process
continues.





>>>Elvis Cannot Leave The Building Because There Won't Be
A Graceland Building Without Public Subsidies

January 8, 2020

Elvis has not left the building around the Graceland property in
Memphis, Tennessee. That’s because Elvis Presley Enterprises cannot
build an arena on the grounds if the company wants public
subsidies. Two courts have ruled against Elvis Presley Enterprises
in a lawsuit against Memphis, Shelby County, Tennessee and the
National Basketball Association’s Memphis Grizzlies. The Presley
company claimed that the Grizzlies business interfered with
Graceland’s plan to upgrade the property which would have included
an arena. The Memphis Grizzlies NBA franchise exists partially due
to public subsidies and a local government that made sure no
competing facility was built in the area with public subsidies. In
2014, Elvis Presley Enterprises worked out a deal with Memphis and
Shelby County to get tax incentives for certain upgrades that
included building a 450-room hotel along with convention, theater,
concert and museum venues. But in 2017, there was a problem. Elvis
Presley Enterprises wanted the Memphis and Shelby County Economic
Development Growth Engine to also give them tax incentives for an
arena on the Graceland property.

But the deal between the NBA’s Grizzlies and Memphis and Shelby
County has a provision that does not allow a venue that seats
anywhere between 5,000 and 50,000 seats to compete with the city
and county-owned arena and get public financing or tax breaks or
tax incentives. Memphis and Shelby County need to protect their
investment in the arena. Elvis Presley Enterprises plan to build a
6,200-seat arena would not have any impact on the NBA Grizzlies but
could take away concerts, which make arenas money, from the Memphis
arena. Giving public dollars to Elvis Presley Enterprises would
violate the city and county agreement with the NBA’s Grizzlies.
Memphis needs to be careful with its NBA team. The lease with the
team ends in 2027.





>>> Daniel Snyder's NFL Team's Worst Loss In 2019 Was In
Congress



January 9, 2020

This was a lost season for Daniel Snyder and his National Football
League’s Washington franchise. The biggest defeat in 2019? Snyder
will not be able to negotiate with District officials about
building a stadium to replace the abandoned stadium that Snyder’s
team once called home in Washington, D. C. The federal government
is not interested in allowing the National Park Service to give up
that land for the football stadium development plan that might be
on the table. Washington has been leasing the land from the
National Park Service and that deal ends in 2038. It appears
Snyder, who lobbied Congress to free up the land in 2018, is at a
dead end. Snyder’s lease in Landover, Maryland to use his present
home is up in September, 2027. When you run a sports franchise
looking for a new residence for at a minimum of 20 years, seven
years is not all that long a time period to plot your course. It
takes two to three years to build a stadium which means shovels
will have to go into the ground by 2024 if Snyder wants to get out
of his present home at the end of the team’s lease with the state
of Maryland.

Snyder has not been very successful in finding a piece of land for
his business. In 2019, Maryland Governor Larry Hogan ended
negotiations with Snyder that would have seen a football stadium
built across the river from the District. Maryland, Virginia and
the District of Columbia don’t want to get into a bidding war for
Snyder’s business. How the stadium would be funded is a question
that needs to be answered. The Virginia area that might most
interest Snyder is near Dulles Airport. But Virginia officials are
not biting. For the time being, Snyder seems to have limited
options for a new stadium.







>>>FIFA Has Its Bidders For The Race To Host The 2023
Women's World Cup



January 10, 2020

The United States Women’s National Soccer Team will defend its 2019
World Cup title in one of five countries in 2023. Brazil, who
hosted the 2016 debt ridden Summer Olympics, Japan, who is hosting
a very expensive Summer Olympics starting in July, and Columbia
have made solo bids for the 2023 event. Australia and New Zealand
will make a joint bid. The era of good feeling between North Korea
and South Korea, which International Olympic Committee President
Thomas Bach claimed was partially his doing, is over. North Korea
and South Korea are going separate ways and there will not be a
joint bid. FIFA, the governing body of global soccer, is now
reviewing the bids and will award the 2023 event later this
year.

FIFA sees a cash cow. The 2023 Women’s World Cup event. FIFA is
expanding the number of teams from 24 to 32 for the 2023
tournament. and requested that countries that originally bid for
the 24-team championship to resubmit a host proposal. Some bidders
dropped out. There is money to be made from countries, marketing
partners and people who might have interest in traveling somewhere
to watch the FIFA event. Whether there are 32 capable squads that
can play competitively is another question and probably not even in
the conversation. FIFA can point to the growing popularity of
Women’s World Cup Soccer and talk about how important the growth of
women’s soccer is globally. But there is business before pleasure
and the business of FIFA is extracting money from host countries to
build facilities and sell tickets to clients or rather luxury boxes
and club seats to well-heeled customers. The addition of eight
squads means host countries have to find more hotel rooms and
probably more practice facilities and charge more for marketing
partners locally to throw money into the tournament.





>>>Clemson Coach Who Makes $9 Million A Year Doesn't Want
To See College Football Players Paid



January 11, 2020

Dabo Swinney is a really good college football coach. Swinney gets
paid more than $9 million annually to run the Clemson football
program.  Clemson is again playing for a college football
championship against Louisiana State University with all of the
trappings of a major New Orleans sports event. The business of
college sports still prides itself as an amateur venture, meaning
the players should be happy getting a chance at an education and a
scholarship but not get paid. Clemson University itself or getting
subsidies from people associated with the Clemson football program
is paying Swinney $93 million over a ten-year period. Swinney has
won two of the past three NCAA playoffs using student-athletes in a
business where everyone else is paid. Players are said to be
performing for the mere love of the game as student-athletes. The
phrase student-athlete was invented by NCAA executive director
Walter Byers in 1955 as a dodge which allowed schools to get away
with not paying athletes.

 

Clemson players are putting their necks on the line. They get no
salary, no long-term health care. Swinney’s players can get
something more than bruises from a game if they decide to pursue a
free education. Swinney makes big money off his players' collective
backs but doesn’t think his players need to get paid. In 2014,
Swinney said, "We try to teach our guys, use football to create the
opportunities. Take advantage of the platform and the brand and the
marketing you have available to you. But as far as paying players,
professionalizing college athletics, that's where you lose me. I'll
go do something else, because there's enough entitlement in this
world as it is." Swinney is the poster boy for what is exactly
wrong with college sports. Coaches making big money off of unpaid
workers who have little to show for their experience.





>>> Will Sports Betting Increase The College Football
Championship Game Viewership?



January 12, 2020



The National Collegiate Athletic Association, which for years
fought against the establishment of sportsbooks beyond Nevada, is
about ready to find out if gambling can get the college football
championship game more than the 26 million viewers it has been
averaging for the past decade. Gambling could play a role in
getting more eyeballs before some video platform as Clemson
University and Louisiana State University play for the title in New
Orleans, Louisiana. Neither South Carolina, where Clemson is
located, nor Louisiana has sports gambling. Louisiana politicians
introduced legislation in 2019 to get sportsbooks in the state in
2020 but failed to get support. Louisiana elected officials may
revisit sports gambling legislation in 2020. There are more states
in 2020 offering people a chance to wager on the college football
championship game. The National Collegiate Athletic Association did
not want to see New Jersey open a sportsbook after voters in 2011
said yes to sports betting in the state. New Jersey went to the
Supreme Court of the United States with its case and in 2018, the
court ruled that New Jersey could offer sports gambling and that
opened up the floodgates for states to authorize sportsbooks at
casinos and on mobile devices.

In September 2019, NCAA officials were hoping Congress would do
something to regulate sports gambling. New York Democrat Chuck
Schumer and Utah Republican Mitt Romney were trying to concoct a
bill that would establish some federal rules for the states that
have legalized sports gambling to enforce. There was an attempt in
2018 to get some federal guidelines on the books as retiring Utah
Republican Orrin Hatch put forth The Sports Wagering Market
Integrity Act of 2018, which would have required bookmakers to use
official data that was provided or licensed by professional sports
leagues in posting odds. The Hatch legislation went nowhere.





>>> It's Showtime For The Unpaid Stars Of The College
Football Title Game



January 13, 2020



It is time for the college football championship game in New
Orleans, Louisiana. So, let’s take a look. The pilot and co-pilot
of the plane that took the Clemson University team to New Orleans
got paid. Louisiana State University personnel were transported
from Baton Rouge to New Orleans. People got paid to do that. The
bus drivers taking the Clemson players from the airport to the
hotel and practice and the stadium were paid. Housing, paid. The
head of security and the security staff at the corporate named
stadium, paid. The corporate named stadium officials gave money to
the people who allow the name on the building. The TV and radio
people paid to broadcast the game. Their checks are good. The
announcers and production crew paid. Marketing partners who want to
be associated with the game have paid for that right. People who
are attending the game, someone paid for those tickets. The
players? Nothing. This is game 14 for both teams, 14 weeks of
practice, a couple weeks of training camp and those so-called
voluntary practices. It has been a full-time job since last summer
or maybe last spring. They get a scholarship and a chance, if they
have time away from the practice field, to get an education.



Clemson coach Dabo Swinney makes more than $9 million a year off
his players' collective backs but doesn’t think his players should
be paid. In 2014, Swinney said, "As far as paying players,
professionalizing college athletics, that's where you lose me. I'll
go do something else, because there's enough entitlement in this
world as it is." In South Carolina, some state legislators would
like to see Swinney’s players get paid and are introducing
legislation that would make South Carolina college programs like
Clemson pay the players something. Swinney has a 10-year, $93
million contract. Clemson players aren’t paid.





>>>Major League Baseball Is Not Adding Teams Anytime
Soon



January 14, 2020



If you read between the lines, Major League Baseball is going to
have 30 teams for the foreseeable future. There will not be any
expansion to Portland, Oregon or Nashville or Monterey, Mexico
anytime before 2028 and at that point there may be another
collective bargaining agreement that will have to be hammered out
between the owners and the players. Major League Baseball has
contraction of minor league cities first and foremost on the
agenda.  Major League Baseball wants 42 cities gone and some
of those cities might be needed if there was a Major League
Baseball expansion. The addition of two Major League teams would
create the need for two Triple A teams, two Double A teams and four
Class A teams and assuming the status quo remains, short season
entry-level Minor-League franchises. Major League Baseball wants to
rid itself of 42 minor league teams, that does not indicate that
Major League Baseball is in a growth period.

Major League Baseball is committed to fix stadium problems in
Oakland and in St. Petersburg, Florida. Oakland may have a stadium
solution sometime in 2020. There is no clear path to resolving the
Tampa Bay Rays stadium problem. There was and probably still is a
plan on the table for the Rays to split home games between Montreal
and the Tampa Bay market whether that is in Tampa or St.
Petersburg. But there is a need of getting new stadiums in all
three places and Rays ownership has eight years left on its present
lease in St. Petersburg. It may take a decade to figure out what to
do with the franchise. Rays owner Stu Sternburg is not convinced
Montreal or Tampa Bay has enough money to support a full-time
franchise. There are people in Nashville, Portland and other
locales who want a Major League Baseball team. Expansion is not
happening.





>>>The Civil Rights Movement And Sports During Martin
Luther King's Activist Days



January 15, 2020

The Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was born 91 years old
today. He became very involved in the civil rights movement in the
mid-1950s. At that time, not every Major League Baseball team had
Negro players.  There was an unofficial quota of four Negro
players on each National Football League team. No Negro could be a
quarterback, a center or a middle linebacker because it was
thought, Negroes lacked intelligence. George Preston Marshall did
not hire Negro players for his Washington NFL team. Marshall was
the last NFL owner to hire Negro players. Marshall gave in because
of a threat by the Kennedy Administration to bar Marshall from
moving his football team into a federally funded DC Stadium in 1962
for violating equal opportunity work requirements. When King got
involved with the Montgomery, Alabama bus boycotts, Negro players
could not enroll at a good number of colleges in the south. In
1947, the Cotton Bowl in Dallas wanted Penn State to play SMU in
the January 1, 1948 game but did not want Wally Triplett to play.
Penn State players said we are Penn State. Triplett played. The NFL
ended an informal color boycott in 1946 as Los Angeles Coliseum
officials told Cleveland Rams owner Daniel Reeves, he could move
his team and sign a stadium lease if he hired Negro players.

The Harlem Globetrotters basketball team was bigger than the
National Basketball Association but in the 1950s while the team
could entertain on the court in southern cities, the players could
not stay at certain hotels or eat at certain restaurants because of
the Jim Crow culture. American Football League players boycotted
the league’s planned 1965 New Orleans All Star game because of Jim
Crow. Conditions for Negro athletes did change by the end of King’s
life in 1968 but Negro athletes would continue to protest.





>>> Fifty Years Ago Today Curt Flood Sued Major League
Baseball Trying To End The Reserve Clause



January 16, 2020

With the announcement that the founder of the present-day
Major-League Baseball Players Association Marvin Miller is getting
a plaque in Baseball’s Hall of Fame later this summer, there has
been a suggestion that Curt Flood should also get a Hall of Fame
honor. Flood was a very good player in the 1950s and 1960s but he
is remembered for filing a one-million-dollar lawsuit against
Baseball Commissioner Bowie Kuhn and the 24 Major League Baseball
clubs on January 16, 1970. Flood was traded from St. Louis to
Philadelphia in December 1969. He refused to accept the trade.
Flood claimed that he could not play baseball where he wanted
because of the industry’s reserve clause which kept a player tied
to an organization in perpetuity or until a team got rid of the
player. Flood would ultimately lose the suit on June 19, 1972 when
the Supreme Court ruled 5-3 in Major League Baseball’s favor. Flood
did not end baseball’s reserve clause but he challenged the status
quo. That may not rise to Hall of Fame level but the Cooperstown
museum should have a labor section and tell the stories of Flood
and Danny Gardella. Gardella sued baseball because he was
blackballed.

Gardella signed with the Mexican League in 1946 after the New York
Giants sent him to the minor leagues. Gardella wanted to return to
the United States to play after the 1947 season along with others
who went to the Mexican League. Baseball Commissioner Happy
Chandler slammed the door in the players’ faces. Gardella sued
claiming the reserve clause was the problem. In 1948 a federal
judge dismissed the case but in 1949 an appeals court reinstated
the case and ordered a full trial. Baseball settled with Gardella
and the others. Flood played for Washington in 1971. If Curt Flood
eventually gets a Cooperstown honor so should Danny Gardella.





>>>Salt Lake City Will Get Bid Competition For The 2030
Winter Olympics



January 17, 2020

It appears that Salt Lake City is now in a competition for the 2030
Winter Olympics with Sapporo, Japan. The International Olympic
Committee will not award the 2030 Games until 2023 but the United
States Olympic Committee and Japan’s Olympic Committee are
beginning to gear up for the race for the gold, or maybe more
appropriately, generations worth of debt and abandoned facilities.
The International Olympic Committee barely got any interest for the
2024 and 2028 Summer Olympics and has run into problems in getting
cities interested in the Winter Olympics. Paris ended up with the
2024 event and Los Angeles, which went after the 2024 Games was
given the 2028 Summer Olympics as a consolation prize. Boston was
the United States Olympic Committee’s original choice in the
bidding for the 2024 Summer Olympics. Boston dropped out because
the bid got no support and Los Angeles stepped in. Salt Lake City
is going to be nominated by the USOC after people in Denver who
wanted the 2030 Games received no local Colorado support.

Salt Lake City hosted the 2002 Games. In 2002, Salt Lake City
organizers had the money thanks to a bailout from President Bill
Clinton’s administration of about a billion dollars after Mitt
Romney pleaded with Congressional leaders to get money into Salt
Lake City. The original Salt Lake City bid backers had bribed
International Olympic Committee delegates to vote for the Utah
Olympics. An Olympics bidder needs an incredible amount of
government support in the form of billions of dollars of public
money. No government wanted to subsidize a 2026 Winter Olympics bid
until Italy said yes to financing a Cortina bid. The International
Olympic Committee President Thomas Bach has declared that the press
is the enemy of the IOC and negative stories were the cause of
cities pulling out of Olympics bidding.





>>>States Without Legalized Sports Gambling Are Debating
Whether To Allow Sports Betting



January 18, 2020

It is back to work for state legislators who are trying to solve
problems around the county in their areas. While legalizing
sportsbooks should not be considered a major problem, there are
elected officials who want to see sportsbooks coming to their
states. In 2020, this much is certain, there will be no discussion
of legalizing sports gambling in Utah as gambling is prohibited by
law in the state’s constitution. Alaska, Nebraska, Wisconsin and
Wyoming would have to change state law that prohibits sports
gambling. The states that have not enacted legalized sports
gambling can take up the question. Maine legislators agreed to a
sports betting bill in 2019 but Governor Janet Mills vetoed the
bill. Georgia and Kentucky elected officials are going to try and
get a sports betting bill passed this year. A number of other
states are in the same boat. Connecticut and Massachusetts
lawmakers will for a third year in a row try to get a bill
passed.

On the federal level, New York Democrat Chuck Schumer and Utah
Republican Mitt Romney are trying to concoct a bill that could
establish some federal rules for the states that have legalized
sports gambling to enforce. There was an attempt in 2018 to get
some federal guidelines on the books as retiring Utah Republican
Orrin Hatch put forth The Sports Wagering Market Integrity Act of
2018, which would have required bookmakers to use official data
that was provided or licensed by professional sports leagues in
posting odds. Hatch’s legislation went nowhere. Nevada got
legalized sportsbooks in 1949. New York, New Jersey, Delaware, West
Virginia, Rhode Island, Mississippi, Pennsylvania, Iowa, Illinois,
Indiana, Montana, Oregon, New Mexico, Arkansas, New Hampshire,
North Carolina, Colorado and Tennessee have various forms of
sportsbooks.





>>> The NFL Gave Arizona A Choice: Want A Super Bowl, Make
Martin Luther King Day A State Holiday



January 19, 2020

The Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day has become an
educational holiday in the National Basketball Association but
there was a time, not long ago, when National Football League
owners used their power to it make a holiday in Arizona. Without
the NFL’s guarantee of giving the Phoenix-area the Super Bowl, it
might have taken a lot longer for Arizona to recognize Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Day. In 1990 the NFL awarded Super Bowl 27 to Tempe
knowing Arizona was not on board with the holiday. NFL owners got
assurances that would change. The story of Arizona and the King
celebration started in 1986 when President Ronald Reagan recognized
the holiday and Arizona did the same. But in 1987 new Governor Evan
Meacham decided not to going along with Reagan.

 

In 1989, the state legislature passed legislation to create the
holiday but opponents managed to get enough signatures to get
voters in the state to decide on whether to honor King in November
1990. Arizona voters overturned the legislature's decision and the
NFL moved Super Bowl 27 to Pasadena, California NFL owners along
with the National Football League Players Association stepped up
the pressure and told Arizona politicians that the league would
never consider playing a Super Bowl in the Phoenix area unless the
state changed course. The January 1996 Super Bowl became available,
and the NFL was interested in going to Tempe if Arizona voters said
yes to having a Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day. In 1992, the voters
passed a referendum honoring the slain civil rights leader. In
1993, NFL gave Super Bowl 30 to Tempe. The National Football League
can wield political power if the owners want a political
change.





>>>The NBA Celebrates Martin Luther King Day



January 20, 2020



Martin Luther King Day provides a teaching opportunity for the
National Basketball Association. The league honors the slain civil
rights leader with various tributes including players talking about
King’s impact on them. But in the early days of the NBA, prior to
King’s involvement in the Civil Rights movement, The NBA or the
Basketball Association of America did not have Negro players on the
court between the league’s inception in 1946 until 1950. What is
even more striking that the New York Knicks had a Japanese-American
player Wat Misaka on the roster for three games in 1947 just two
years after the end of World War II and less than two years after
closing the last Japanese American internment camp in March 1946.
The Misaka family was not ordered into an internment camp.

John McLendon, who was coaching at black colleges in the 1940s,
pushed the NBA to hire African American players. In 1946, a new
basketball league called the Basketball Association of America
formed with teams mostly in big eastern centers like New York,
Philadelphia, Boston and Washington. Arena owners were looking to
fill dates. For some reason known only to BAA owners, the league
put up a color barrier. An existing circuit, the National
Basketball League mostly consisting of Midwest cities did employ
Negro players starting in 1942. But by 1949, the two leagues
consolidated and Negro players were not welcomed although the
owners could book the Harlem Globetrotters for a big pay day which
was great for the bottom line. McLendon forced the issue and
brought two players to try out for Washington in 1950 and that
brought down the barrier. McLendon was the first African American
coach to work in a professional league as George Steinbrenner hired
him to run the Cleveland Pipers of the American Basketball League
in 1961.





>>>The Baseball Hall Of Fame Election And Journalistic
Integrity



January 21, 2020

It is Baseball Hall of Fame election results day and for those who
care about journalism, it is a bleak day. The fact that baseball
writers in 2020 are voting on what can be considered an honor and
possible income enhancer for subjects they cover is a conflict of
interest and is a black eye to the journalism professional. It
never should have happened in the first place but back in the
1930s, the people behind the establishment of the Hall of Fame and
baseball museum concept decided that baseball writers, since they
in theory saw every player at some point, would be the best judges
of who was the cream of the crop. It also served another purpose
which sports organizers knew from the first day newspapers began
covering sports events. They would get free publicity and it would
continue as long as they allowed newspaper employees who covered
baseball to vote. There are a few nuances in the voting. The voters
would have to be members of the Baseball Writers Association of
America and had 10 years on the beat. The Hall of Fame directors
didn't want radio announcers to judge because those announcers
worked for a team or an advertiser and might vote for their team’s
player. The Hall of Fame lives as if it is the 1930s when
newspapers were king.

 

Newspapers allowed their employees to vote despite the conflict of
journalistic ethics. There are a handful of newspapers that don't
allow employees to vote on sports and entertainment awards. The
Hall of Fame likes its rules. The baseball writers give them free
publicity particularly in the winter months and that helps the
museum's annual attendance. The museum never cared about journalism
integrity but then again Cooperstown is merely a museum that needs
publicity to sustain its purpose.





>>>Olympic Athletes Should Be Seen And Not Heard



January 22, 2020



Dear boys and girls who plan to play in this summer’s Tokyo
Olympics, especially you Americans. The head of the Olympics is
reminding you that good little Olympic athletes should be seen and
never heard. Yes, the International Olympic Committee President
Thomas Bach is telling Olympic athletes that the Olympics "must
never be a platform to advance political or any other potentially
divisive ends". How Bach plans to punish Olympians who speak their
minds and don’t perform robotically without any thoughts is
unknown. It is time for Bach to be reminded of some Olympics
history, particularly the Olympics history of his homeland Germany.
In 1936, Adolf Hitler attempted to use the Berlin Games for
propaganda purposes and legitimize his rule of the country. In
1972, there was the Munich Massacre where members of the Palestine
Liberation Organization’s offshoot Black September killed 11
Israelis.

The Olympic movement threw South Africa out in 1964 because of
apartheid. There was the African countries boycott of the 1976
Montreal Games. American President Jimmy Carter ordered a boycott
of 1980 Moscow Summer Games because the Soviet Union refused to
leave Afghanistan. A good number of western countries followed
Carter’s lead. The Soviet Union and Warsaw Pact countries did not
go to the 1984 Los Angeles Summer Games. Bach has to remember the
1968 Mexico City podium protest by two Americans Thommie Smith and
John Carlos along with Australian Peter Norman protesting among
other things poverty both in the United States and around the
world. Bach should be reminded that he took partial credit when
North Korea and South Korea fielded a combined team in the 2018
South Korea Winter Olympics. The Olympics event is political.
Countries use the Olympics for various reasons including raising
their global profiles.





>>>It Is Never Too Early To Look For A New Stadium



January 23, 2020

John Sherman has been the owner of Major League Baseball’s Kansas
City Royals for about two months and he has decided to look into
getting a new stadium for his team in 2032. Sherman has no real
plans yet. In 2019, one national real estate company had the
location picked out for Sherman’s business, Kansas City’s East
Village district. The Kansas City Royals stadium opened in 1973 and
underwent a quarter of a billion dollars’ worth of extensive
renovations between 2006 and 2010. There was some push to move the
baseball business downtown in 2004 and 2005 when it was decided
that the then three-decades old facility was too ancient to be
useful. Eventually Jackson County, Missouri did put together a deal
with Royals and the National Football League’s Kansas City Chiefs
ownership group to fix up the baseball and football stadiums which
are side by side in the Truman Sports Complex and presented it to
voters.

On April 4, 2006, Jackson County, Missouri voters approved a 0.375%
sales tax increase to fund plans to renovate the Truman Sports
Complex. Voters said no to an old idea proposed by Chiefs owner
Lamar Hunt in the 1960s to build a rolling roof that could be used
in bad weather at the baseball park or the football field. It was
easily defeated at the polls. The sales tax hike that allowed for
the renovations ends in 2031. There are eleven years that remain on
the Royals-Jackson County lease. That might seem like a long time
but there is one thing that keeps reoccurring in the stadium and/or
arena game. Owners try to get ahead and pitch the idea of getting a
new stadium long before a lease is done. Sherman is doing that. In
Sherman’s world 2032 is not too far away. Finding money to build a
stadium takes a long time.





>>>Stephen Ross Says Thank You For The Four Million Dollar
Super Bowl Check



January 24, 2020

The Super Bowl, the pinnacle of American sports league’s
championships, is headed to South Florida and taxpayers will be
getting a tab soon enough. It is estimated that local taxpayers
will cough up about $14 million for the game. Here is how that
works. Miami-Dade County taxpayers are giving Miami Dolphins owner
Stephen Ross four million dollars for snagging the 2020 Super Bowl.
Then there is a $10 million cost for the game expenses including
police protection and other services. The NFL is upgrading two
public parks which will cost about $3 million. The NFL’s
contribution to the project $850,000. There are other perks that go
to NFL owners. The NFL and elected officials claim the game
produces a massive economic infusion for a local area. But no one
has done a real study to back up the claim.

 

The stadium is owned by New York real estate baron Stephen Ross who
has in his portfolio the Miami NFL franchise.  Ross’s stadium
needed an upgrade to host a Super Bowl. While he used some personal
money for a stadium renovation, Ross is getting plenty of
subsidies. The 2014 deal Ross cut with Miami-Dade County for the
renovations may net him as much as a quarter of a billion dollars
in public subsidies or 71 percent of his $350 million bill to fix
up the stadium. Ross also gets public money for various events.
Miami-Dade County tourist development money is used to pay the
Dolphins owner $4 million for each Super Bowl he hosts and $3
million for a college football championship game. A college playoff
game would net $2 million. Events with 55,000 tickets sold would be
worth $750,000. Ross also gets a check annually from the state of
Florida for two million dollars because the team exists.  Ross
has gotten a few big-time events. The stadium bills have been paid
with other people's money.





>>>The NHL Is In Good Shape At The All Star Break



January 25, 2020



The National Hockey League is about halfway through its regular
season at the All-Star Game break. St. Louis is hosting the
all-star events. So far in 2019-2020, National Hockey League
Commissioner Gary Bettman has seen the groundbreaking for the New
York Islanders arena at Belmont Park and it appears the Islanders
franchise will be in the new building in a year and a half. Bettman
also eliminated Calgary as a problem franchise as Flames ownership
and Calgary officials reached an arena deal to build a venue that
will open in 2024. Glendale, Arizona and Coyotes management have
extended the arena contract for another year. Arizona ownership is
still looking for an arena in the Phoenix metropolitan market.
Seattle seemingly is on pace to opening the rebuilt Seattle Center
Coliseum in October 2021 when the Seattle expansion team hits for
ice as the NHL’s 32nd franchise. There is labor peace for the
moment although the owners and players collective bargaining
agreement ends after the 2021-22 season. There is no agreement
between the owners and players that would allow certain players to
participate in the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympics. The NHL owners
refused to allow players to take part in the 2018 South Korea
Winter Olympics, but China is the world’s largest consumer market
and the NHL is attempting to expand its presence in China.

But Bettman has a problem in Ottawa. Senators owner Eugene Melnyk
seemingly wants a new arena, but it is unclear just want Melnyk has
in mind. In early 2018, Melnyk was going to partner with developer
John Ruddy to develop the LeBreton Flats site in Ottawa which would
have included an arena-village. By November 2018 Melnyk and Ruddy
were suing each other. Ottawa officials are hoping to get Melnyk to
move downtown. Meanwhile Melnyk is still thinking and that’s not
doing Bettman and the NHL any favors.





>>>Will The NFL Pro Bowl Game Ever Return to Hawaii?



January 26, 2020



The National Football League is holding the annual Pro Bowl Game in
Orlando, Florida for a fourth consecutive year. The game is a fun
affair like most North American major league sports all-star
contests. Where the NFL will place the Pro Bowl in the future is
anybody’s guess. That leads to a question. Will the NFL consider
moving the Pro Bowl back to the Honolulu, Hawaii area if a new
stadium is built? Hawaiian officials claim that a new stadium could
open in 2023. The NFL did do some business last August at Aloha
Stadium as the Los Angeles Rams hosted the Dallas Cowboys in a
pre-season game at the venue that is facing the wrecking ball. By
all accounts the stadium is antiquated and is in need of being
renovated or simply torn down and replaced by a new facility.

There has been $350 million dollars earmarked to knock down the
44-year-old venue and replacing it with a smaller stadium
eventually. There is also a hope of building a stadium village
around the facility. But that is a notion that local politicians
can only think about because there is no proposal other than $350
million set aside to do something. The state is looking for
investors who will lease the property and use the $350 million on a
stadium and a village, Aloha Stadium is not used very much. There
have been a number of concerts featuring Guns and Roses, Eagles,
Eminem and Bruno Mars. The stadium has University of Hawaii college
football, some high school football games and an annual Christmas
Eve game, a college football bowl, that is seen at night on the
mainland. The stadium grounds also host a three-times a week flea
market, The National Football League pulled the Pro Bowl from
Hawaii because it got a better deal in Orlando.





>>>Meet The Super Bowl's Parents



January 27, 2020



The Super Bowl is an American celebration, a slice of Americana,
where a football game becomes the focal point of parties. None of
this existed before 1967 and it took an act of Congress to create
the Super Bowl. The event's roots can be traced back to a game that
was never played, the January 1965 American Football League All
Star Game in New Orleans. African-American players boycotted that
game and it set off a series of events that concluded in the first
championship game between the AFL and the NFL two years
later.

 

Despite the passage of the Civil Rights Act in 1964, African
American players who were selected to play in New Orleans
encountered problems. The players were denied cab rides into New
Orleans, threatened physically and were called names. Cookie
Gilchrest led the boycott and the game was moved to Houston. New
Orleans never got an AFL team but when the two leagues merged in
1966, New Orleans became a political football. The merger needed
Congressional approval first and there were two roadblocks,
Louisiana Senator Russell Long and Louisiana Congressman Hale
Boggs, two powerful players in both chambers. NFL Commissioner Pete
Rozelle lobbied both and both said they didn't see how a merger
would benefit New Orleans. Eventually Rozelle got a deal together,
a 1967 NFL expansion team for New Orleans in exchange for Long and
Boggs's support. There were some political maneuverings that kept
the 15 NFL teams and nine AFL teams in their cities. The
legislation passed and was sent to President Lyndon Johnson who
signed the measure on November 8, 1966. For various reasons, the
first game did not sell out in Los Angeles. The Super Bowl took a
few years to become an unofficial national holiday. The Big Game’s
parents are Jim Crow and members of the Congressional class of
1966.





>>>Charles K. McNeil's Importance To Football's Popularity
Should Never Be Underestimated



January 28, 2020



People may be shocked to learn that betting on football is not a
new exercise. Legalized sports betting in a number of states is new
but sports betting has been around more than likely since the
Gladiators days at the Coliseum in Rome. The National Football
League and college football gained an awful lot of popularity
because of a man who never played the game. Both the Pro Football
Hall of Fame and the College Football Hall of Fame should consider
putting Charles K. McNeil, a compulsive gambler, into their museums
as a builder. In the 1930s, Charles K. McNeil may have invented the
point spread which made the outcome of football games more
interesting than just a final score for bettors. It is not known if
McNeil came up with the idea or borrowed it but McNeil refined it
and opened up a new, albeit illegal, industry. People bet on scores
not which team won. The line is the point where every football bet
starts.

McNeil was a smart guy. He had a master’s degree from the
University of Chicago and he was friends with legendary college
football coach Amos Alonzo Stagg but allegedly never told Stagg
about his betting business. McNeil was a numbers or analytics guy.
He had his own booking making operation in Chicago during the
1940s. He shut down his operation in the 1950s because he didn’t
want any partners in the endeavor. There will be an awful lot of
talk about this year’s point spread. The Super Bowl’s most famous
point spread was 17 ½ in Super Bowl III on January 12, 1969. The
Baltimore Colts NFL team was a 17 ½ point favorite to beat Joe
Namath and the New York Jets AFL team. There are all sorts of bets
that are placed on games now. McNeil changed betting.





>>>The Perks You Give To The NFL In Exchange For A Super
Bowl



January 29, 2020



The National Football League no longer requires cities to bid for
the Super Bowl. Instead, the league has chosen to quietly seek out
a city for the Big Game, ascertain interest and negotiate a deal to
host the Super Bowl. The NFL is worried about the fallout from
cities not landing its crown jewel event and the alleged $400
million of economic impact it has on an area. But there may be a
bit more in the NFL’s way of selecting a city. Perhaps the NFL
doesn’t want its Super Bowl demands leaked. The 2019 game was
played in Atlanta in a stadium that may have gotten as much as $700
million in public subsidies and is owned by the state of Georgia.
But the Atlanta Falcons ownership operates the stadium and the
facility is not on the Atlanta property tax roll.

The National Football League did not pay rent using the stadium for
the 2019 Super Bowl. Every cent generated inside the Atlanta venue
went to the NFL. The Atlanta host committee allocated $2 million
for certain NFL Super Bowl expenses. There was $1 million available
to help out in the event of inclement weather. To make sure the NFL
got the right message out, there was $375,000 for a party for 2,000
media members. The host committee made sure NFL owners had VIP
private airport accommodations. Georgia also gave the NFL a
present. A sales tax exemption on the sale of Super Bowl tickets
which might have had a $10 million value. The host committee agreed
reimburse the league and its teams for state or local Super
Bowl-related taxes. That cost? About $2 million. Atlanta bought the
game for $46 million with mostly public funds. NFL hired economists
always tout the Super Bowl’s economic impact but the claim is never
proven and politicians always fall for promise.





>>>The Economics Of The Super Bowl Are Not What It
Seems



January 30, 2020



Three years ago, Channel 13 news in Houston raised a question about
the 2017 Super Bowl in the city. How much public funding was going
into the week-long NFL party? The answer according to Channel 13
news? About $26 million from Harris County and Texas taxpayers.
 Atlanta spent $46 million with public and private money on
the 2019 game festivities. In 2012, Indianapolis lost money hosting
the game. Five years ago, the mayor of Glendale, Arizona Jerry
Weiers said Glendale would lose money on the event. Weiers told an
interviewer from ESPN The Magazine that I totally believe we will
lose money on this. Weiers claimed Glendale lost $1 million on the
2008 game although Arizona Cardinals owner Michael Bidwill
countered that the city got $13 million of free advertising. The
problem with the claim. There was no $13 million check that was
sent to the Arizona city. Glendale’s numbers backed up Weiers who
was not the city's mayor in 2008. Glendale spent a bit more than $3
million in city services on the game and got back just slightly
more than one million dollars in taxes from various spending at
places including hotels, motels, restaurants and car rental
agencies.

 

Some Super Bowl goers do spend money at hotels and motels and car
rental agencies but if those places are not locally owned, Super
Bowl rate hikes at those places don't stay in the host city rather
the money goes back to a home office elsewhere. Same with
restaurants. Sure, some people, taxi drivers, people who clean
hotel/motel rooms, parking lot attendants, waiters and waitresses
might get more tip money but a good chunk of Super Bowl spending
doesn't go to non-hospitality businesses. The NFL doesn't care
about a host city losing money on the Big Game as long as the NFL
makes money which it always does.





>>>The Super Bowl Halftime Show Is A Big Deal



January 31, 2020



Jennifer Lopez and Shakira will be the Super Bowl halftime
entertainers but this time, unlike 16 years ago, the NFL will make
sure there will be no wardrobe malfunction. The Super Bowl impacts
society and sometimes leaves a legacy. Justin Timberlake and Janet
Jackson not only changed the Super Bowl halftime show in 2004 but
TV and radio obscenity rules as well. Timberlake grabbed Jackson in
a dance routine accidentally forcing her dress to open which
revealed one of her breasts. That 9/16’s of a second left an
impression.

 

Conservative politicians derided CBS and CBS's MTV unit which
produced the halftime show. Within 15 hours, politicians gathered
on the steps of the Capitol in Washington pointing a finger at
Jackson and CBS for promoting immorality.  Then the hammer
came down on CBS. The Republican Federal Communications Commission
majority got involved and fined Viacom/CBS $550,000 and changed
indecency rules. Viacom/CBS fought the fines for seven years and
won. But the FCC raised the amount stations and networks could be
docked for what can be termed questionable images and dirty words.
In 2004, television stations were scared off by the prospects of
fines. Sixty-six ABC TV affiliates did not show the movie Saving
Private Ryan because of foul language concerns. The TV stations
didn’t want to risk a fine. Saving Private Ryan had won five
Academy Awards following the film's 1998 release. It had previously
aired on ABC twice in 2001 and 2002. Military veterans’ groups were
furious with the stations and Disney/ABC offered to pay the fines
of the 66 stations if the FCC decided to dock them. The FCC ignored
a foul language complaint about the movie in 2002. The Super Bowl
matters. There was nothing that happening prior to the 2004 Super
Bowl that should have ushered in a change. But the Timberlake and
Jackson halftime performance changed that.





February, 2020: The Super Bowl came and went. Major League Baseball
and Minor League Baseball are at the negotiating table. MLB is
recovering from the sign-stealing problems. The XFL starts.







>>>Black History Month And The NFL: It Is
Complicated



February 1, 2020

February is Black History Month and the National Football League
has had a very complicated history with African-Americans in its
100 years of existence. The American Professional Football
Association’s Akron franchise hired an African American coach,
Fritz Pollard, in 1921. Pollard had been a star college player and
joined the league in 1920. Pollard was one of two African-American
players in the APFA’s first season. The APFA was renamed the NFL in
1922.  Pollard was the Akron Pros co-head coach in 1921 and
the Hammond Pros head coach in 1925. But Pollard and other
African-American players disappeared from the NFL following the
1925 season. A few African American players popped up on rosters
between 1927 and 1933 but in 1934, the NFL began a 12-year period
of not having any black players in the league. The NFL ended an
informal color ban in 1946 as Los Angeles Coliseum officials told
Cleveland Rams owner Daniel Reeves he could move his team and sign
a stadium lease at the venue if he hired Negro players. In 1946,
the rival All-America Football Conference signed black players. In
1960, the rival American Football League hired black players.

The NFL had an unofficial quota of no more than four blacks per
team in the 1950s. George Preston Marshall did not hire Negro
players for his Washington team and was the last holdout. Marshall
gave in because of a threat by the Kennedy Administration to bar
Marshall from moving his football team into a federally funded DC
Stadium in 1962 because of equal opportunity work requirements. The
NFL did not have its second African American head coach until 1989
when Art Shell became the Los Angeles Raiders coach. In 2020, there
have been complaints, NFL owners are not hiring qualified black
head coaches.





>>> The Big Game Is Finally At Hand



February 2, 2020



Big Game time. The Super Bowl is an event.  It is the opening
day of the new advertising campaigns for certain companies who have
paid FOX television millions of dollars for advertising time. Pizza
places generally have their best financial day of the year. It’s a
good day for beer companies as it is one of the biggest beer
consumption days of the year. FOX will get the year’s highest rated
television show and a leg up on the TV industry’s all-important
February sweep month. Local station’s advertising rates are based
on how many viewers watched that station’s programming during the
sweep month. FOX affiliates will get a huge bump in the February
2020 race. There will be claims that South Florida will get
hundreds of millions of dollars of economic impact alt

hough there is a displacement factor.
Snowbirds who normally visit South Florida this time of the year
might go elsewhere for their needs

The United States Government considers the Super Bowl a SEAR 1
event. A target for terrorism. That means the Secret Service is in
charge of security. The Super Bowl is not a top tier event though.
A National Special Security Event such as the State of the Union
address and the presidential inauguration are given the most
security attention. The Super Bowl is a Special Events Assessment
Rating level I event. There are 50 agencies who have been working
for a year and a half involved in making sure the event is secure.
There is no word on how much it costs taxpayers to provide
security. The NFL does not pay any money to help secure the event.
The FBI, FEMA, TSA, the Customs and Border Patrol and Miami Dade
police are part of the security team.  It really does seem
that the game is secondary. Weeks after the Big Game most people
cannot name its winner.





>>> Vince McMahon's Reboot The XFL Is Ready For Prime
Time



February 3, 2020



The Big Game is done, the football season is over. Well not quite
yet. The National Football League Scouting Combine starts on
February 23 in Indianapolis and football fans can get excited with
prospects running sprints and lifting weights in shorts and
T-shirts. But for those who cannot wait, Vince McMahon will be
presenting his latest version of the XFL starting this weekend. XFL
games will be on television and there will be a betting line. The
question is whether McMahon’s XFL will gain any traction after the
first week. In 2019, the undercapitalized Alliance of American
Football had decent television ratings during its short life. The
winter-spring sports calendar is quite crowded with the NCAA’s
crown jewel, March Madness, along with regular season National
Basketball Association and National Hockey League games, baseball
spring training, golf including the Masters and Major League Soccer
games. The XFL will have a 10-week schedule. The championship game
will be played on April 28. Vince McMahon owns the business which
is a major difference from XFL I which lasted one year in 2001.
McMahon’s 2001 partner was NBC television.

NBC hoped to get good ratings for a late winter-spring product. But
NBC also wanted to make the XFL an sports-entertainment package
much like McMahon’s World Wrestling Entertainment. The notion
failed. The football people took control by midseason but consumers
lost interest. The XFL might have continued had NBC not pulled the
plug. ESPN expressed an interest in picking up the programming in
2002 and the TNN network would have returned for a second year.
 NBC didn't want a competitor airing its product. That ended
the XFL and left a number of football people extremely bitter. The
XFL did lose $50 million. The odds are stacked against the
XFL.





>>>Pat Williams May Want The Tampa Bay Rays In Orlando,
Not An Expansion Baseball Team



February 4, 2020



Pat Williams may be moving away from his goal of getting an
Orlando, Florida Major League Baseball expansion team. Williams may
have his eyes on the getting the Tampa Bay Rays franchise in the
market. The 79-year-old Williams knows he has an uphill battle in
getting a team. Major League Baseball is in no hurry to expand and
the Rays ownership lease to use the St. Petersburg, Florida domed
stadium ends in 2027. Williams failed in an attempt to land a Major
League Baseball expansion franchise for Orlando in the 1990s.
Williams thinks he can land the Rays by building a publicly
financed domed stadium in a market that is one of the five fastest
growing counties in the United States. Williams would dip into
tourism taxes not local property tax or a range of other taxes to
fund the project. Williams envisions foreign tourists going to
Disney World or Universal by day and baseball at night.

Orlando is Florida’s fourth largest city Williams does not think
highly of St. Petersburg as a sports market and doesn’t think the
Tampa Bay market is all that great for Major League Baseball.
Orlando is east of Tampa and would capture Tampa area baseball
consumers. Williams is not interested in sharing a franchise with
St. Petersburg or Tampa. He wants a full-time team and claims he
has a waiting list of more than 11,000 people interested in buying
season tickets. Williams also thinks he will have a good TV deal
and corporate support for a team. But there is no rush. In December
2019, St. Petersburg Mayor Rick Kriseman told the Rays owners
franchise that the team must play every home game scheduled in St.
Petersburg through the 2027 season. That means the plan of playing
Rays summer home games in Montreal beginning in 2024 is dead. Rays
owner Stu Sternberg isn’t sure Tampa Bay and Montreal are
economically good baseball markets. Williams is patiently
waiting.





>>>Another Stadium Corporate Name Is Gone Thanks To A Bank
Merger



February 5, 2020



There is a new name attached to the home of the Major League
Baseball’s Atlanta Braves’ privately-publicly financed stadium.
There was a bank merger and the old bank name disappeared with the
combined business wanting a new Atlanta stadium moniker. Sports
owners using publicly financed facilities usually keep all of the
naming rights money. Local governments give the cash away as part
of a lease agreement. Corporate names have been on stadiums since
1927 when Chicago Cubs owner William Wrigley, who sold Wrigley gum,
renamed his park Wrigley Field. Crosley Field in Cincinnati and
Briggs Stadium in Detroit also
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