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Meow!

Will you answer

the call for adventure?
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Dedication

For Henry and his favorite cats, Max and Evie—P. H.

For Clare and Lizzie, the best team!—J. L.
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Meet Kitty & Her Cat Crew

Kitty

Kitty has special powers—but is she ready to be a superhero just like her mom?

Luckily, Kitty’s cat crew has faith in her and shows Kitty the hero that lies within.
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Pumpkin

A stray ginger kitten who is utterly devoted to Kitty.

Figaro

Wise and kind, Figaro knows the neighborhood like the back of his paw.

Pixie

Pixie has a nose for trouble and whiskers for mischief!

Katsumi

Sleek and sophisticated, Katsumi is quick to call Kitty at the first sign of trouble.
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Chapter

1

Kitty cut out two pointy cat ears and carefully stuck them on her paper lantern. She smiled, lifting the lantern up by its handle. Tomorrow evening all of Hallam City would celebrate the Festival of Light. There would be a huge parade through the city streets with a beautiful fireworks display at the end.

All around the classroom, children were making different sorts of lanterns. Each one would have a candle-shaped light bulb placed inside. Kitty couldn’t wait to see them all shine in the dark like a mass of twinkling stars. She had made her lantern look like a cat’s face, using black and white paper and long whiskers made from black pipe cleaners. It looked a little bit like her cat friend Figaro!
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Kitty had a special reason for making a cat-shaped lantern. She had amazing catlike superpowers, and she was training to be a real superhero. She often went out in the moonlight to have adventures with her cat crew, leaping and somersaulting across the city’s roofs. Kitty loved feeling her special powers tingling inside her. She also loved being with her cat friends, especially Pumpkin, the roly-poly ginger kitten who slept on her bed every night.
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Emily, who sat across from Kitty in class, tapped her on the arm. “Look, Kitty! Do you like my butterfly?” She showed Kitty her lantern, which had bright purple wings edged with silver sparkles, and delicate green antennae.

“That looks beautiful!” Kitty said admiringly.

Emily beamed. “I can’t wait till tomorrow. The lantern parade is going to be amazing. My mom and dad are coming to watch with my aunt Sarah.”

Kitty’s heart sank a little as she remembered that her parents wouldn’t be there. Her mom, who was a superhero herself, would be working, and her dad didn’t want to keep her little brother, Max, up too late. But at least she would be with her school friends, and maybe the cat crew would come to watch, too!

“It’s going to be brilliant!” Kitty agreed. “I wonder who will win the prize this year.”

“I hope it’s someone from our class,” said Emily.

Every school in Hallam City took part in the lantern parade, and at the end, there was a prize for the best lantern. This year, the prize would be a magnificent crown decorated with a gleaming golden star. Their teacher, Mrs. Phillips, had brought the crown in to show them, and it was standing on her desk at the front of the classroom, glittering in the sunlight. They had worked extra hard on their lanterns once they’d seen how beautiful it was.
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Mrs. Phillips clapped her hands. “The lanterns look wonderful, everyone! You may take them home with you today, but don’t forget to bring them to the festival tomorrow night.”
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Kitty picked up her lantern by its handle and smiled. She couldn’t wait to show her lamp to her family and all her cat friends.

When darkness fell, Kitty switched on the candlelight bulb inside her lantern and placed it on her bedroom windowsill. She hoped lots of the cat crew would visit tonight. Then she could tell them all about the Festival of Light, and ask them if they’d like to watch her in the lantern parade.
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She watched the moon rise, casting a silvery glow over the roofs of the houses. The sky darkened and the swaying tree branches sent shadows dancing across the walls. Hundreds of stars began to appear, glittering like tiny diamonds.
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Pumpkin, who was curled up on Kitty’s bed, gave a huge yawn. “Aren’t you tired yet, Kitty?”
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“Not yet!” Kitty smiled. “Do you think Figaro and the others will come to see us tonight?”

Pumpkin stretched and leaped onto the window seat to join Kitty. He nuzzled her arm before staring out at the dark. “I can’t see any sign of them. No, wait! Is there something by the top of that chimney?”
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Kitty opened the window a little, and the night breeze ruffled the curtains. Her catlike superpowers rushed through her body, making her skin tingle. Using her special nighttime vision and super hearing, she peered into the dark. Suddenly everything looked sharp and clear, and she could hear dozens of tiny sounds, from a car whooshing past to a tiny moth fluttering beside a streetlamp.

She turned her attention to the distant rooftops. A black cat with a white face and paws ran jauntily along the peak of a roof. Scampering in front of him was a fluffy white cat with bright green eyes.
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“Figaro and Pixie are coming!” Kitty told Pumpkin, and the ginger kitten’s stripy tail swished excitedly.

“Good evening, Kitty!” called Figaro, when he reached her windowsill. “Well, that is a fine-looking lantern. Did you make it yourself?”

“Yes, I did! It’s for the Festival of Light tomorrow.” Kitty explained all about the lantern parade and the fireworks. “So I hoped you might come and watch me from a nearby rooftop.”

“I didn’t know there would be fireworks.” Pumpkin trembled and put one paw to his cheek. “Maybe II should stay here instead . . .”
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“I don’t like them, either. They make such horrible bangs and crashes!” Pixie agreed. “Don’t worry, Pumpkin. I’ll stay here and look after you.”

“Fireworks are such a nuisance!” said Figaro, twirling his whiskers. “Perhaps I will also stay behind. But I hope you have a wonderful time in the parade, Kitty. Maybe your lantern will win that amazing prize!”

Kitty swallowed her disappointment. She should have remembered that lots of cats hated fireworks. But at least this way Pumpkin would have friends around to look after him. “I’ll tell you all about it when I get back,” she promised. “I think it’ll be a night to remember!”
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Chapter

2

The following evening, Kitty fizzed with excitement as she joined the crowds of children taking part in the parade. The full moon shined brightly, and the streets were full of people. Long gold and red streamers hung between the lampposts, and glowing lamps dangled from the trees like magical golden fruit. A frosty breeze blew gently along the road, and Kitty zipped her coat up tight.
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Emily linked arms with Kitty. “There are so many people here! And look at all these lanterns.”

Kitty spotted a train lantern and a unicorn one with a shiny horn. “There are so many different ones!” She smiled at her friend. “But I still think your butterfly lantern is the best.”
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Mrs. Phillips called everyone over, and the parade began. Everyone lit their lanterns and together the crowd moved forward, the lights bobbing like an enormous, sparkly caterpillar. Spectators lined the streets, clapping as the group of children went past.
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Kitty beamed. It was wonderful to be part of something so spectacular. She looked around at all the people and the lights. She wanted to be able to describe everything to Pumpkin, Pixie, and Figaro when she got home.
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A movement on a nearby rooftop caught her eye. She glanced up and saw a black shape darting past a chimney. Moonlight reflected from a nearby satellite dish. When Kitty looked at the rooftop again, the figure was gone.
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The parade moved on, reaching a bend in the road, and the streamers on the
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