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Hi there, and welcome to volume 7 of “Studio Focus”!

This volume will cover limiting, adding depth to melodies, tempo variation, as well as vocal and notation editing techniques.
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Chapter 1: 

Limiting
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Limiters are useful plugins which can control an audio source’s volume dynamic, similar to a compressor.

They act as a compressor does when its ratio setting is completely ‘flat’, at its most drastic volume control setting.

This is good for times where you want to set a volume level at which no audio surpasses, to avoid audio clipping.

One example of this would be on a master channel, but limiters can be used on individual tracks too for additional dynamic control.

It is also good to avoid overusing limiters, as audio can lose dynamic variation.

If using a limiter on individual tracks, positioning in the FX chain can be important.

If you have a limiter at the end of the FX chain, you can contain the entire track’s signal, including any FX and EQ plugins you may have.

You may have an instrumental version of a track that you want to add a vocal to, in this case, a limiter would be useful to help ‘seal’ the vocal with the track.

Setting a lower threshold on a limiter will mean more of the audio input’s dynamic will be controlled.

You can also use a limiter on a group channel’s FX chain, such as a chord or bass group.

This will ensure all the individual group layers are controlled together, helping to comprise them as one element more.
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Chapter 2: 

Adding Depth to Melodies


[image: ]


Elements such as lead synths can be helped by adding more depth to them, which can be done in various ways.

One way is by layering a melody with a second melody, which plays in harmony to the first.

Second Melody

It is good to have this second layered melody at a slightly lower volume to the primary melody, which will add a more subtle depth.

You can also have the type of sound, such as from a synth, to be more linear or less frequency-heavy than the primary melody.

This can be done by using an EQ to remove certain frequency areas that may clash with the primary lead synth sound.

Using a synth sound with a more detuned oscillator unison and an octave higher, can add a subtle high-end frequency layer.

This could also play the same notation as the primary melody, but will still add a layer of depth to it.

Adding more stereo width to the second melody can help add more spatial depth to the lead element as a whole.

You can also use a chorus FX plugin to add more depth to either one or both of the lead melodies, without changing the sound itself too much.
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