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I am but a simple man.

But a simple man, who has been reborn in Christ, washed clean by the blood of Jesus, the Son of God who died on the cross for our sins. I'm purified by the anointing fire, guided by the Holy Spirit in all that I do, say, think, and feel.

I come before you as a disciple who has been empowered by Jesus Christ, as confirmed in the great commission.

Before we continue on this most blessed journey into the realms of God’s glory and awe-inspiring revelations through the glory of the Lord Almighty, remain always aware that we have been anointed with authority.

It is because Christ lives in us that we possess the unlimited potential to become all that God has called us to be. As the days unfold, we must always walk in the will of God to unlock the treasures and majesty of God.

I want to take you on a journey. Nothing forced, nothing scary, but a journey of excitement and new discoveries. It is a journey that will lead you from the ordinary to the extraordinary, from a world bedraggled by routine to a new life that is centred on a powerful relationship, where change and healing take place.

The path that we will not wander is the Highway of Religion. Even though it also leads to salvation in Christ, the danger is that tradition and regulations could easily entrap one.

I’m not diminishing the role of the Church, which is the Body of Christ, and neither am I speaking against the Word of God. Instead, I desire for you as a reader to discover something unique, which is to boldly take a step of faith by seeking directly God’s presence directly through an intimate and dynamic relationship with the Lord.

God is accessible and available as God the Father, as God the Son, Jesus Christ and Gold the Holy Spirit. He is seeking a relationship with us.

We must not merely follow God within the boundaries of legalistic religious laws. Let us, for the short while that we are together, seek God directly and fellowship with Him evermore!

Let us pause. I call this path Crossroads to Freedom. When Jesus, the Son of God, sets us free, then we are free.

It might, for the time being, be a strange path to follow. It requires perseverance, courage, and commitment. However, the road gets easier and the load lighter. It is a thrilling adventure.

I'm not here to lead you astray with false teachings. I'd rather walk with you to show you an exhilarating way to seek God and how His presence can dwell within you. We can all walk in God's holy presence!

What do you need for this journey, you may wonder? Nothing much, but definitely a Bible (Word of God). Borrow or buy if necessary. Without the Word, we are lost. It is a map to God's inner chamber. It is not my intention to overkill you with the Word, but to rather guide you and to use the Word to support my message. The Word is, after all, God's direct and wise guidelines for all of us.

I'm using the New International Version and the Amplified Bible (specifically for Psalms 23). Please, find the Word of God, for it is a mighty weapon on this journey.

I have mentioned I am but a simple man.

That is simply a way to describe my current status in the eyes of the world (which means nothing), but in the eyes of my Lord, you are everything. We are actually children of the King of kings and Lord of lords! As children of God, our true employer becomes the maker of heaven and earth. There is nothing we can do to be in such a privileged position. We all become co-heirs to the kingdom of God as friends of Christ because of God’s grace and mercy. The Blood of Jesus is available to all so that every nation can be set free!

Christ lives in me. I have been created in the image of God, who turned to Himself to create mankind.

I come to you, reader of these words, to speak to you as a humble person, so that God may be exalted, and as your companion, to lead you to an understanding of what an awesome God we serve.

I do not boast about my potential or my accomplishments, for it is only by the grace and mercy of God that we can return to His loving arms. We can only boast of the power of the wooden cross.

Here is now an important point. Never look at others and contemplate what they have done in Christ or in the world. No, rather know this. God has personally made you, created you perfectly, to function to be a success in His eyes!

All who follow Jesus Christ have the same authority in their spirit, soul and body as in the Son of God, for Jesus gave this heavenly authority to us all.

I have the same life force of Christ running in my veins as all believers. In this power lies miracles and healing.

In the eyes of our Lord, we have all been equipped with His power, strength and potential to rise above any problem, addiction, darkness, depression, sin, sickness, temptation, and any difficulty that brings destruction.

As we embark on this journey, the Holy Spirit will be preparing the way. So open your heart and listen to God, as we go deeper into the Almighty’s presence. Remember that I’m but a temporary tour guide.

1 Peter 3:22 says about Jesus Christ: who has gone into heaven and is at God's right hand - with angels, authorities, and powers in submission to him.

In Christ, we are invested with the same mighty authority as written in 1 Peter. To Christ belongs all the authority in heaven and on earth (Matthew 28:18).

You might still wonder why you want to heed my words.

I was a sinner who believed in God, but I was missing the bigger picture. I had no dynamic relationship with God. Ignorance and the apparent glamour of sin blinded me spiritually. It crushed the truth.

I had also once wandered on the road of darkness and depression. I was comfortable in my ways of religion, yet I was far removed from having a meaningful relationship with the Lord. For years, I had walked this dark road. The more I journeyed through life, the more I stumbled. Life was becoming a burden of life and everything around me became darker. I bled spiritually. I suffered mentally, emotionally, and physically.

This path in the end, led to a deep pit of despair. I crawled into it. The darkness fed on loneliness.  I gave myself to the world and was led to an eerie edge of destruction.

Before we continue down the other enlightened road, let me make one simple truth clear. It will hopefully lift your mind onto a new plateau of belief.  Maybe it will unleash the hunger for a new life in Christ.

Despite being in a dark pit of despair, with chaos and confusion clinging feverishly to me, the Lord never turned His back on me.

That is why, no matter who you are or what you have done, there is always a definite choice one could make to be set free from the darkness and desperation. God has always and still does and will always love you. He is daily waiting for a child, whom He has created, to turn from the wicked ways and return to the Father. 

God's love is so awesome. His forgiveness and mercy are incredible. He lifted me out of that pit of sin and placed my feet on the right path.

The darkness around me fled, while my suffocating addictions and strongholds started to crumble.  Today, I’m being more and more empowered to lead a powerful life in Christ. Notice that my journey has not ended. It has but started. Our journey with God in life only ends at death, but then it continues again after the resurrection!

If you are right now on the wrong road but are longing for meaning, then brace yourself.

It is time to turn back to God and let Him lead you again. It is my prayer in faith you shall not leave this lightened road until we have completed our journey. When the time comes that I must depart, and if you are still standing, then I will rejoice with gladness along with the host of heaven. 

Despite all your sins, heartache, the past, addictions, hate and hurt, the Lord has and will always love you unconditionally! That is why we can always find the right path again so that we can discover greater levels of truth.

When I was in the pit, I was trapped by ignorance, thinking my sins and past blocked any means to a renewed and joyous life.

In 1 John 4:7-19, we are reminded that God loved us first, and his love was so great that he sacrificed his only Son for our sins.

That is not how God works! He only longs for our commitment and friendship. He has the means to remove that doubt until you realise the truth that sets us all free. It is never too late with God!

The chaos in my head, along with my other sins, was washed clean and purified. Oh yes, as I would explain, it does require a certain amount of sacrifice, but through God, you do it with a glad heart.

I honestly believe that making a lifestyle without God, such as changing your diet, exercising, or listening to motivational speeches, will only provide a temporary answer to happiness.

There is only one way to improve your life. There is only one means to be forever inspired and motivated. There is only one way to feel good about life daily. There is only one way to walk on a cloud of bliss and joy.

The true lasting medicine is not in money, in drugs, in alcohol or in self-gratification through lust, or the need for greater power and status. It is not found in motivational lectures or books based on man's own ideas of how we should be inspired.

Trust me; I've always thought there was something missing with this picture until I understood that the missing ingredient was God!

Continue on this path, and you shall understand that real joy and peace lie with God. He inspires and motivates. It is free and never runs dry!

Fulfilment is found in the Holy Spirit, who will make you so joyous and excited that it feels as if you are high or drunk. Don't believe me? Keep on reading, for as you continue on this journey, opening up your heart, you will begin to experience it.

God is so awesome. To drink in Him is like being showered in a river of love, power, glory, and bliss every day!

Interested yet? None of this costs money, but there are other means to pay God out of love. This small sacrifice is nothing compared to what you shall receive in return. We all know this is a stingy world, and it seems as if prices for everything are going up, and in return, we are receiving less quality. It is a mass-market-powered world, and we are receiving less while we give more.

In God, there is nothing stingy. The more we give and hunger spiritually, the more we shall receive in terms of both quality and quantity. God will always out-give. He does not hold back or is afraid that He shall receive less than we can offer.

God has unlimited riches, and He wants to bless us in abundance daily. We pay but a small price for all that we receive. This makes our relationship with God the greatest free market ever seen or known in the past, now or ever!       

Do you know that all problems, everything that brings tears or rage, will be washed clean by the Lord? He will purify you by the fire (Titus 2:14), if only you would right now give yourself to Him? Once this happens, you will forever walk clean. Your past will be crucified.

I see you shaking your head, laughing in disbelief, convinced that nothing can help you. Please, have faith, at least for a while. Let me help you on this journey of healing so that you can come to the realisation of what an awesome person you are.

I'm not kidding, I'm not mad, I'm but a man who knows of the world's darkness and how foolish through my ignorance I've been.

Keeping then in mind, what an abundant God we love, let me then tell you what potential lies within you. It will help you to discover how to defeat darkness and reign supreme as a child of God.

Are you ready to listen, ready for a while to put away all that pain, anger and hurt?

Ready? Good, but be warned, God is going to knock even louder on your door after this blessed journey is finished, so be prepared to answer His call to serve Him.
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Before we start walking together with our Lord on the road to healing and salvation, it is only appropriate that you should know where I come from in terms of the reality of life.

As I have mentioned, I treated Christianity as a religion, not as a relationship, I have always regarded myself as a believer. I was born and bred into a Christian family. I attended Church, attended Sunday school, and was raised in the knowledge of the Lord.

Still, I wandered down the wrong path, which is much easier than most think. Take note, there is no guarantee of fulfilment in merely attending church or growing up in the knowledge of God. It is not the church attendance that saves us, but rather our relationship with the Lord.

The power of darkness is luring when you only know of God, but do not know God (I shall later explain). 

The darkness of this world doesn't favour any culture, race, social condition, family life or environment under which one is born and raised.

Some are born into poor social conditions, while others are raised in an almost non-existent family life where love is lacking. It is however evident that there are those who have had or have everything, but who have also fallen into the darkness and have been destroyed.

The path one leads to darkness and depression is varied, and there are millions of stories to be told. One might be far worse than the other, but in the end, they are all valid in the sense that they lead to the same destination of destruction (pit of despair).

I do not pretend and will not act as a hypocrite by telling you that I know what it must be like to grow up in extreme poverty. I do not know the horrors of an unstable home life. My story is different, and might not seem as dramatic, as I will confess, but the state of despair is familiar to us all.

Let me use this opportunity to make one thing clear. Every road leading into darkness has been constructed and maintained under the authority of satan. It is Satan who constantly twists and pulls at your soul for his own pleasure.

No one is born without a reason, for God has a plan for each one of us. Where and when we are born is according to God's plan. Always.

When we have not yet set free by the truth in Christ, Satan knocks at our hearts, mocks us and plays games of manipulation. This will, however, not end, not even when we have accepted Christ. The difference is that in the Lord we can stand strong against the devil’s schemes.

There is exciting news that will bring rejuvenation to your heart. The plan God has for us shall be fulfilled if we surrender to God. The potential to become awesome has always been in us (but dormant), and through Christ, darkness has no grip on us.

For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and self-discipline (2 Timothy 1:7).

Through Satan’s work, you might have messed up the chapters written by God for your life, but God will help you to find your way again. God has always loved you, and you can, through His power, kick satan out of your life.

Submit yourself then to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you (James 4:7).

Before we really embark on this adventure, I shall briefly tell you the story of my redemption and salvation. If you find this boring, skip it (I’ll try to make it interesting).

My memory is rather rusty, so I shall indeed be short (must be all the pollution in the air!). I shall begin with my relationship with God. Count to ten, good, that wasted time, for I've got nothing to say on this matter! I never knew God.

Prayer? What is that? I heard that you had to pray to God, so I did it out of habit. I led a rather subdued life throughout most of my school career, but even then, in my soul, the cancer of darkness gnawed at me.

Well, high school drew to a close, tertiary education waited and the bigger world stared at me like a monster. Subsequently, my naivety and my barriers of innocence cracked.

For almost eleven years, Satan manipulated me so subtly that I later could not realise or see that my pit of despair was not healthy. At this time, I kept drifting further and further away from God. I was the centre of my life and not God. I was so busy with the things of the world that I lost sight of God. I was so wrapped up in sin (reminds you of a sandwich wrapped in foil) that I didn't even realise how confusion, chaos, pain, bitterness, and anger had surrounded me.

There are numerous addictions, which are horrendous. They all lead to destruction. Some addictions are, however, more subtle and less harsh to the eye. I was addicted to confusion, destruction, and chaos for the mere sake of being addicted. It doesn't sound bad, but it is a devious ploy to blind.

I'm talking about having your finger on the self-destruction button, you know you have to let go, but the more you want to let go, the harder you press.

I never used drugs, but I was no stranger to alcohol. There were other things far worse that ate away at my resolve. Certain habits and addictions are less frightening, but they bite to draw blood.

The Blood of Jesus broke everything that sought to break me (one day we can talk more about this if we meet)! What Jesus did for me, He wants to do for all His children in every nation and every country. Do you not think Jesus cries when the demons of darkness bite at our heels? He wants to erase the past and break the chains. He wants to make us feel like a miracle.

My salvation happened in December 2001. It was a Monday evening at around 11 pm. I was alone in my apartment. There was no one else. By that stage of my life, I had lost purpose, hope and joy. I had fallen, and I couldn't save myself.

That Monday evening, despite the sinner I was, my Lord came to offer me salvation and deliverance. I was placed on my knees. I was asked by the Lord one simple question. Am I ready to serve Him with my entire spirit, soul, and body?

I will soon speak on compromises in life, but at that moment, I had to choose between spiritual life and death, between peace and anger.

Take a moment to realise what has happened. I, who had always compromised, who had lost touch with God and who had helped satan get a grip on my life, was approached by God.

When I said yes, knowing what it meant, God consumed me and gave me the power to break free from worldly desires, depression, and my roller coaster of emotional negativity.

It was only then that the ignorance was broken and the truth freed me. God wants to free us in the wisdom and knowledge of who we are and what God desires for us to do. The road we have to travel is still long, so I hope and have faith that you will continue with me on this journey. Continue trusting, because the reward at the end is mind-blowing when we reach the cross and the loving arms of God.  
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The message is simple.

Regardless of your situation, depression, addictions, and sin, you can be saved right now by committing to God and submitting to His love and His will and the Word of God.

Ready to adhere to four beautiful words?

CULTIVATE A RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD.

Please, read those five words again, soak them up, and repeat them to your heart's content. Tell God you want to have a relationship with Him. You might still be wondering or might be slightly perplexed as to what reward there is in store for you once you have made this commitment.

When you are blinded by the kingdom of darkness, then drinking and partying seem to be enormously fun (come on, can't deny that, I'm throwing straight punches here). It is exhilarating to be rebellious, to talk tough, to walk tough, to be tough, and to enjoy life with all its perks.

When we grow up, we still want to be king, but we become smarter. Now, money, power, and status play a vital role. It is a glorious feeling to have made it to the top of the world on one's own steam. It however, costs a lot of suffering and fighting as you progress up the ladder of status and success.

Right now, as we halt the bus at the stop of contemplation, being addicted to God, however, outweighs all those self-made joys and self-achievements to the power of infinity!

Why, you might ask, is that so?

Listen carefully. Being addicted to God, having Christ living in you, allows you to walk in the glory of God and gives you the privileges and rights bestowed on a child of a King!

After having committed with your entire spirit, soul, and body to the Lord, you possess the authority of Christ who lives in and through you.

Translated to the most basic of levels, all the power, potential, wisdom, and insight of Christ are now available to you! Read that again, and understand through Christ you have unlimited potential, unlimited power and unlimited authority!

Jesus said: I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these because I am going to the Father. And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. You may ask anything in my name, and I will do it (John 14:12-14).

The good news is that Satan and his forces have been disarmed (Col. 2:15). Consequently, there's no need for believers to fear their spiritual enemy. While Satan still has the freedom to tempt and harass the children of God, he has no direct authority over them.

Everything you have done through your own strength and desires pales in comparison with what you still can do and achieve.

That is why, once you accept Jesus Christ as your Lord, you have the authority to tell Satan, who gave you the darkness, addictions, physical sicknesses and soul sicknesses (depression, loneliness), to pack it up in a bag and go back to hell where he belongs!

Let's not kid ourselves. Kicking a serious habit or an addiction is for many sometimes almost an impossible struggle. Through the help of friends and professionals, the task becomes easier, for the professionals are  appointed by God to deal with such problems.

But still, sometimes, despite the treatment, despite the words of encouragement and your determination, addictions and soul sicknesses just don't want to leave.

In my case, I tried and tried through my own strength to lift myself out of the pit, trying to kick the sicknesses that plagued my mind, my spirit, my soul, and my body.

During my struggle, there were times when I still half-heartedly asked the Lord to help me with my fight. Oh yes, my prayer would help (done out of selfish reasons) for about two days, before I was back to square one, more confused, and more angry at my own weak attempts and failure.

There are those who have managed to free themselves on their own steam, but by doing it through the Lord, the healing is so much more liberating. Once you have kicked your soul-sicknesses and addictions back into the outreaches of the universe because of your commitment to God, then you will receive in abundance unlimited peace and joy.

On its own steam, the healing process is not completed. Only God can heal a person completely in spirit, soul, and body. Through His healing, His love, and glory are deposited into your heart.

Peace and calmness obtained through oneself are wonderful, but temporary. Doing it however through God is blissful and everlasting.

There are many ways, depending on the situation, in which Christ lifts you out of that pit of unrest. For me, it took place in seconds! That is the power of God. For many others, who are in a far worse way, salvation will come in different forms and time equations.

The Lord works in mysterious ways, and anything is possible. Eternal healing is only made possible through the Lord, who loves unconditionally and who is the ultimate healer! Make a choice right now, if you aren't happy about feeling destructive.
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It is much better than any addictions or self-made habits. Be addicted to God and stand up, for through following Christ, you can change your life and those around you for the good.

Temptation will come knocking again, while that darkness, chaos, and confusion (refer to chapter five) will always claw at your face.

Through God, you don't have to face the challenges alone. In God, you have the army of heaven by your side, and by the authority you have through the spoken word, you can command those temptations to flee.

The Lord doesn't want us to live according to the times of the world.

Be very careful how you live - not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. Therefore, do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is. Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit. (Ephesians 5:15-18).

Does this sound a bit shaky to you? I don't blame you, but the truth is, this is all true. I am the evidence of this, and so are millions and millions of servants of God before me through the ages.

All that I have talked about is evident in the Bible and in history and can be found in the testimonies of millions today. I'm not a madman; I'm a child of God.

This is also what He wants from you. For it is His commandment for you to love Him, to make Him the centre of your life. So be addicted to Him, and in return, He will provide you with salvation, deliverance, and His blessings beyond your wildest imagination.

Take a breath, for I'm about to warn you on a serious matter.

Sacrificing myself spiritually was but the first step to receiving all that God wants to offer. The next step is continual obedience and no more compromise.

The journey continues, but still plenty has to be revealed.
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So, let us talk for a while about commitment and compromises.

It is wonderful to seek freedom, to be able to tell the devil to take all his trash and go back to hell. Obtaining and maintaining that freedom, however, comes at a price. If you desire to follow this path we are walking, then be aware that along the way, your baggage of the past must be left behind.

I'm referring to one's bad habits, addictions, and everything else that separates you from the Lord.

Let go, you may ask, of everything that you enjoy; even though wrong?

Once we commit to God, we have to live according to His will. This means living by the fruits of the Spirit, namely love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (Galatians 5:22-23). Contrary to the fruit are those who live by sin, which is sexual immorality, impurity, debauchery, idolatry, hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, and drunkenness.

All salvation has a price tag, which is the essence of self-sacrifice of our sinful ways to gain eternity and God’s dwelling within us!

The first item on the list was the music I was listening to, secondly, the books I was reading, and thirdly (and here was my shock) the novels I was writing.

I know there is endless debate if music corrupts the mind. An extension of that argument concerns heavy metal, considering those were largely the albums that had to go. In a sense, directly, the music didn't affect me to such an extent that I dropped to my knees and worshipped satan or went on a murderous rampage.

My conclusion on this matter is as follows: it is not the type of music (including heavy metal), but rather the spirit behind the music. I was therefore manipulated not by the music itself, but by the unclean spirit behind the music.

My books, 45 in total, that I destroyed, were of the darker kind. I'm not going to debate this issue, but all that needs to be known is that it did trigger fear and negativity. Besides, it was also contrary to the Holy Bible, which I neglected to read for a long time.

In ten years, I've written approximately two hundred thousand words in novel formats. It would have scared you silly, for the bitterness, anger, and violence within the context were contrary to the love, peace, and joy of God. Therefore, I had to delete all my work.

Extreme maybe? Looking back, I would say no, for it was part of the price I had to pay so that I could commit myself to God.

I do not know what God might demand of you as we walk. It might be close to your heart, it may be sentimental, or simply something that gives you loads of pleasure.

As we walk, and you feel there is something in your life that is not right, then do it in the Name of Jesus. If you obey, you shall be set free.

I know this all sounds like an incredible drag. Why would you want to follow a God that asks so much sacrifice and obedience? Why should you follow a God that requires us to live contrary to the pleasures of life? Why should you stay committed and faithful?

To follow a religion? No.

To please others? No.

To please God? Why, yes, because Jesus Christ is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Let me point out a misconception of this world. To follow God is not a drag, and to live by His rules is not painful and boring.

Rather, to follow God exceeds all this world can offer (that is true, trust me!). You will experience things that nothing on earth can supply, and you will enjoy life on a different level, far greater than any quick fix can provide.

Apart from God's incredible blessings, which are far greater than we can comprehend, remember also the following: our final prize for following God is eternal life.

A person living close to God is not miserable. God is too great, and He gives too much for us to be sad. His riches and glory for us outweigh all our burdens.

Every day I have to listen to God, to follow His will. I'm not forced, for I have free will. I do it out of love, for once you have tasted God in His glory, then you would want to be pure and righteous. 

As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance (I Peter 1:14).

Sin will always stay with us, and daily I struggle against sin. But the difference is that sin is no longer my master for Jesus has freed me by His Blood!

My old desires have been mainly replaced by a hunger for God. Through His strength, the impossible can be done, for the impossible for God is the possible.

One of the biggest obstacles blocking God's holy touch in our lives is compromise. The devil blinds and makes us love things that destroy.

The Lord desires no more compromise from us, only faithfulness, so that He can bless us. In the beginning, it might seem harsh and difficult, but through God, it will become easier. The more you receive in abundance, the more you understand the sacrifices.

Consider, before we get going, what the Lord is asking. No more compromises! If you are prepared to drop baggage, then be prepared for a new life. Fuel your hunger, for the journey begins in earnest.

Let us walk.
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CREATED TO RULE THROUGH GOD
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There is an awesome revelation in the first chapter of Genesis, which many people fail to see.

It is so incredible that I suggest, once you have read the passage, you sit for a while before we continue, and reflect on what God is saying through His word:

Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth and over all the creatures that move along the ground." (Genesis 1:26).

God created us to be rulers on earth.

Greater is He who will live in us than He who is in the world (1 John 4:4)

We were not created in His likeness and image so that our sins and addictions can dominate us. We were created to be dominant over sin and darkness according to God's glory and honour.

God has installed in every child that he has brought into His creation, with the right mechanisms, abilities and talents in order to be successful, joyful, and to be rulers as His disciples.

We are the children of the King of kings, of the Lord of lords, and the Alpha and Omega.

We are all born into sin, therefore born into the kingdom of darkness, but through the blood of Christ, we have become the dominant ones over sin.

By submitting yourself to the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, you take claim of your right through Christ, and you have the authority to be dominant over the kingdom of darkness and all its treachery and manipulation.

The devil knows exactly how to blind us from the truth of God. The devil is a master at manipulation, making us feel inferior, worthless, and weak.

The reason why the devil tries to hide the truth is that once we realise who we are and what our rights through Christ are, we can bring down the gates of hell in our lives.

We can have the same impact on those close to our hearts. We are meant to dominate as servants of God. Every child of God has unlimited potential, authority, and power through Christ when seeking the Kingdom of God and then serving Him.

The problem is that our flesh is weak and can be easily tempted when our soul and spirit are not focused on God. When not focused, we are attacked, for the devil attempts to corrupt spirit and soul (will, emotions, and mind.

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms (Ephesians 6:12).

By putting on the armour of God, which includes living according to His salvation, faith, righteousness, truth and the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 6:17), we can defeat the darkness and be dominant. We have spiritual authority and blessings in the unseen or heavenly realms (Ephesians 1:3).

Victory is fought in the mind, emotions, and the will. Therefore, we have to constantly renew our minds (Romans 12:1-2, Colossians 3:1-3). The more our minds are filled with God's truths, the less susceptible we are to Satan's deceptions and temptations.

To free our bodies and our minds, therefore, we have to find the answers with Christ. We need to purify our spirit, soul, and body so that we can live victoriously.

So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body (1 Corinthians 15:42-44).

Through Christ, we will become strong in his glory and have eternal life through the Spirit.

There has never been a guarantee that a child of God would lead a stress-free or easy life, but through perseverance, obedience and service to God, we can be triumphant.

Stand strong, for the ultimate life in Christ contains wonders and joy that far exceed any earthly pleasures.

Ready to proceed down this narrow path of righteousness and victory? If you are, then I'm overjoyed. The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are waiting with open arms.
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THE WAY FORWARD 
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As we approach the glorious light of God, are you ready to submit to the Lord so that he can set you free? 

Life is full of choices and this is the most important one.

Either you may proceed, after being warned, to continue on your merry way and be controlled by the world. Alternatively, you can now turn to the Lord and submit yourself fully, with no compromises, and be a devoted disciple.

You can choose between the blinding, shimmering and attractive lights of the world, or choose the way of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, through which you will receive a far greater reward, along with blessings and gifts!

I hope and pray you will choose life, purity and above all, become addicted to God!

Ah, we have reached a critical stage in our journey.

There are two road signs ahead and two gates. 

The one is pointing to a road going left; it leads back to the world. Distance is on average about seventy years. The gate is wide.

The other points right, to the cross, to God. Distance is eternity and the gate is narrow.

I'm addicted to God, so I'm always turning right at this point. I hope you will join me, for it is truly an awesome road to take.
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PURPOSE THROUGH GOD
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Let us stop for a while on this road, pausing to admit our busy schedules, to ask ourselves, honestly, what is the purpose of all that we are doing?

Be honest, for you are only answering to yourself. Go ahead, take a leap of faith, and admit freely if that what you are doing has a real meaningful purpose, if your life is abundantly filled with contentment and joy.

Not so easy to be convinced that purpose is always evident in your life, is it? The meaning and purpose of life is and has been an enigma for centuries. Philosophers have spent nights burning the midnight oil to provide, through provoking arguments, what they believe is the meaning of life, and what it entails.  

Every day you find a strong sense of confusion in societies, for not all fundamentally know what their true purpose is. Haven't there been times when we asked questions such as what am I doing at this job; what am I doing in this relationship; what am I doing on earth? Fundamentally, it is unsettling to not always know for certain why you are in a certain situation, why you chose a certain option above others, or for many, why you are bored, frustrated, irritated, and perplexed. It gnaws at your nerves. 

In the end, some seek escape through worldly pleasures, to forget.

I'm using the word fundamentally freely to add strength to the point I’m trying to impress upon you. On the surface of our being, we think we know what drives us (purpose), but unfortunately, as many discover, it is to a degree, short-term, temporary, and of little value in the long haul.

We create our purpose to establish meaning, in order not to spin into a mindless void of confusing questions.

To counter and solve this nagging problem, we all have to find true purpose.

True purpose extends beyond the boundaries of imagination, for it extends into the future, into a time where it is so written that we would still accomplish feats of value.

The true purpose is natural control, not forced control.  

Natural control is birthed through spirit. 

Purpose through spirit leads to everlasting peace of mind.

Peace of mind means an end to confusion.

The answer to purpose and purpose lies therefore in the birth of your spirit into the Spirit of God (to be reborn/accepting Christ as your Saviour). You are probably prepared to turn back and claim I'm spurting out a lot of unattainable nonsense. Be patient, there is an incredible discovery that needs to be delved into. 

If you however think that you know your purpose, wait, read on, for you may have spoken in haste.

Understand there is an earth-shaking difference between living for your purpose in life, compared to God's purpose!

The true purpose is God's purpose.

Are you certain of your purpose based on your own initiative, or are you fulfilling God's purpose?

If you feel you have not found the purpose of any distinction, and that you are haplessly confused, walk on, and there is wonderful and encouraging news waiting on this adventure.

God's purpose means the end of confusion; the end of irritation; the end of being driven into a frenzy stupor of habits and addictions; and the end of chaos.

God's purpose has direction, and focus, and is well-planned to the very last detail.

So is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it (Isaiah 55:11).

As children of God, we follow God's will and word. His word therefore is an integral part of our purpose. What is planned for our lives will be fulfilled. 

Hungry for more? 

Good, being fed by God's purpose is naturally fulfilling and addictive.
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PURPOSE BORN OUT OF PURPOSE
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To understand true purpose, you have to return to your creation.

Even before you were born, God had already determined when and where you would be born. Where you were placed and when is part of the greater plans surrounding you, and determines your purpose.

From one man, he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live (Acts 17:26).

My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be (Psalms 139: 15-16).

God has made you in His likeness and image. You are therefore born with a purpose and then delivered into the arms of society armed with divine purpose.

Because God has made you in His likeness and image, you are therefore delivered into the arms of society armed with divine purpose.

God has created everybody, since the days of Adam and Eve, for a reason and purpose. God has given all life, and with that comes the salvation of Jesus Christ and God's divine purpose.

What about those who are born into extreme poverty? What about those born out of rape? What about those born to be raised in a broken home or on the streets?

Do they have a purpose?

Yes, God has placed them there according to His purpose.

Unfortunately, I can't answer these questions with the full wisdom to totally satisfy your needs. Later on, on this road, you will understand that God has all the answers and that you should rather ask Him. All that happens, so it shall be.

God is love; God does not condone wickedness and evil.

God is our heavenly Father and we are His children. He loves us with unlimited love, unlimited tenderness, unlimited caring, and the never-ending desire for all of His children to realise their purpose through Him.

Let me stress this again. He loves us all equally, and He never has, and never will, turn His back on His children, even if satan manipulates the circumstances under which we are born.

All have divine purposes of equally vital importance and magnitude.

Those who were born under less than favourable circumstances know this awesome truth: you were born with a purpose, and you were born to be awesome.

Every child has the unlimited power through Christ to deliver themselves and those in their lives out of the kingdom of darkness into a place of love, peace, kindness, joy, prosperity and peace of mind.

To realise God's true purpose, we have to accept Him as the God over our spirit, soul, and body.

Once this deliverance has taken place, then His divine purpose will be a reality. It is God's desire for us to fulfil our true purpose.

No matter who you are, what your past is, or what you have done, God's purpose is always dwelling inside of you. It is burning to be realised, to be activated, so that you can experience God's brilliant glory and love.

WE ALL HAVE TRUE PURPOSE THROUGH GOD.

Still hungry to find your purpose?

Let me administer to you a glorious dose of purpose to get you fired up.
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DISCOVERING PURPOSE
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Fine, you may say, we have a planned purpose through God.

You may be so busy that you don't have time to pause and consider what your true purpose might be. You may be overloaded with hurt and pain that you aren't ready for true purpose.

But you have to stop.

You have to push aside those obstacles.

Finding God means everything. Living in Christ is satisfaction.

The true purpose is natural control, guided by God. The Holy Spirit of God, who brings victory over the world's wickedness (pain, confusion, hate, and doubt), inspires and leads to natural control.

If you want peace of mind and direction, you have to hand over your life to God. Only then will you discover the enormous potential born into you.

This potential, which is forever bound in the Name of Jesus Christ, will then be unleashed to fulfil purpose.

Many are the plans in a man's heart, but it is the Lord's purpose that prevails (Proverbs 19:21).

You may now say, fine, you have done this; you are a child of God. Now what?

Be silent and know He is God.

Silent, you may ask? We are coming back in time. To fully realise your purpose, you need to give God the proper time of commitment in His glory and presence. He needs to spend time with you so that He can pour out His revelations and purpose.

Time, as you have guessed, is of vital importance. How much time, you may wonder? Consider this: You need to give as much time as God demands. It is not about how much time you are prepared to give. Living in God means you place him in authority over all the areas of your life. He is the centre. He demands first attention.

Reaching the plateau of realising involves a relationship (with God), silence (before God), obedience (to God), commitment (to God) and being a living sacrifice (for God). This leads to understanding.

Once we allow Christ to live in us, we will receive His divine direction and focus, and He will give us all the time as desired to be silent before Him.

Our true purpose is directly linked to who we are fundamentally.

God has given each of us certain natural abilities, talents, characteristics, personalities, strengths, and the right mechanisms so that we can and will be able to achieve His purpose.

YOU ARE BORN WITH A PURPOSE, AT THE RIGHT TIME, IN THE RIGHT PLACE, EQUIPPED AND LOADED TO THE MAXIMUM TO FULFILL TRUE PURPOSE!

Search your soul. Be honest, and identify your talents and abilities. If you look in the mirror, what kind of person do you see?

We are all awesome, and we have awesome purposes to achieve because God gave us purpose. Stay true to God, and He shall remain true to you.

It is sad that there are those who feel they are born without talents or any other noteworthy abilities. It is physically, mentally, emotionally and spiritually impossible!

People who think they are unworthy, have low self-esteem, or have nothing to contribute, are wrong. Low self-esteem, unworthiness, and lack of purpose are nothing more than the devil's work.

That same old manipulative, sly and cunning devil doesn't want us to realise our true purpose and our potential. He therefore blinds us and tries to deafen us to the truth. Once we are committed to God, God will commit to us and we shall forever be revealed the truth.  

No matter who we are all purposes are of equal importance, for the simple reason God gave us purpose.

As children of God, we are all part of the Body of Christ, with Jesus as the Head of the Body. In the Body of Christ, we all play a vital role of equal importance. All parts of the human body function differently but independently from each other. None can exist with the other parts. So are we part of God’s creation? We have different purposes, but to fulfil such purposes, we are independent of the other members of Christ and their purposes.

Some already know their capabilities and abilities but do not yet know how they will apply them to their true purpose. Others might feel they know what they can, and possibly, are supposed to achieve, but haven't given over to Christ to receive divine wisdom in order to fully develop their abilities.

Identifying your strengths is an important source of understanding what your true purpose is. Instinctively, most of us have realised our abilities, such as teaching, helping others, leading or being a good communicator.

God shapes our personality and characteristics in order to suit our abilities and talents so that they will blend in perfect harmony to fulfil true purpose.

We have different gifts, according to the grace given to us. If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully (Romans 12:6-8).

With the natural come the spiritual gifts that are of vital importance for the completion of true purpose. Both are from God, are not apart in function, but complement, and support each other to act as one package of ability and wisdom.

We need to realise God's gifts, given to us as determined, in order for the completion of our true purpose. By living in Christ we will effectively utilise gifts to fulfil our true purpose.

To know and to fully understand the power behind your gifts, we need wisdom and understanding from God. Even though you have not yet found God's purpose, God is in the meantime sharpening and preparing your gifts.

To live in Christ, according to Philippians 2:2, means harbouring the same love, being one in spirit and purpose.

All our gifts are given for a purpose. Nothing, from our personalities to our talents, is by chance. Everything has been planned before birth to the very minute detail so that it shall all function as one.

Are you ready for news that is more wonderful?

No matter what kind of person you are, no matter what you've done, no matter your age, no matter your social economic surroundings, and no matter your past, there is always time to find God and to fulfil His purpose. That is His burning desire!

When the day comes that you decide to live for God's purpose, He will take that which He had given you at birth, that package, and elevate it beyond your wildest imagination.

Only in Christ can our full potential be released.  Once this has been done, you will understand there is nothing greater than living for God and doing His work.

It is never too late! God wants us to fulfil His purpose, even though He does not need us.

He is awesome, more awesome than all who surround Him (Psalm 89:7). But He is our Father, we are His children, He has created us. He is a God of love, so He wants to be part of our lives, He wants to help us grow and understand potential and purpose.

By obeying Him, His purpose shall prevail. God wants us to be close to Him, to focus on God for guidance and leadership so that we can properly utilise what we have.

ALL PURPOSES ARE VITAL

In order to unleash purpose through God by unleashing your potential in Christ, you are going to have to walk in faith.

Faith is the belief that everything God has attended in your life, and your purpose, will be fulfilled. Faith is when, despite your current circumstances and the way you feel, despite feeling that nothing in your life could go right and that everything is a suffocating burden, you believe that God's purpose will prevail.

Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see (Hebrews 11:1).

Jesus described the kingdom of God as a mustard seed (Luke 13:18-19). In that seed there lays the potential to grow into a mighty tree to provide shade and a resting place for the birds. Similarly, our potential and purpose are like mustard seed, waiting to grow in God's light, to become awesome and wonderful.

But for this to happen, we need to believe it will happen.

We need faith - faith that God will reveal His purpose to us and that we will fulfil that purpose despite our doubts. The more you live purely in faith and trusting in God, the more you will be blessed and equipped spiritually, and the more your natural gifts will be enhanced, in order to fulfil your true purpose according to God's wishes.

Faith is not easy.

In Matthew 14, Jesus came to His disciples, who were then in a fishing boat, by walking on the water. Jesus however stopped short of the boat, and said to one of the disciples, Peter, to come to Him by walking on the water. Peter did manage to walk on water for a short while until fear broke his faith.

That is faith - to believe in everything that God can do and everything that you can do.

We serve a God who has all the power invested in the universe, we just have to believe in that fully.

We have to trust that we have true purpose and the ability of Christ.

There are, however, several important aspects to keep in consideration when we start working to fulfil God's purpose.

Firstly, never believe your work is done. God gives us purpose, but it is steadily revealed in doses. Therefore, keep walking in faith, believing that beyond your current purpose, there awaits something bigger, something even more awesome.

Beyond that glory lies something greater and grander. Only God knows, and only God can reveal that to you when the time is right.

Walk in faith.

Secondly, guard against regarding your purpose as not being important or vital enough.

The Lord is so amazing that in every person He has placed a divine purpose, to be achieved in His time, as suited to the gifts given.

Some are called to launch massive projects to lead thousands to the Lord; others may be called to handle a multitude of smaller tasks.

Never compare the importance of your purpose to others.

God has created all for a purpose, and each one of those purposes is of equal value as part of a bigger picture, which is only known by God.

You may feel that your task is minuscule, to the point that you may wonder if you are unworthy in the Lord's eyes or if you are not good enough for Him.

Every purpose is of equal importance.

We can't see God's bigger picture while on earth, we have to walk in faith, believing that every task and every purpose we complete, even though it seems small, has an incredible significance.

Please, read that again. Every purpose has a significant purpose and is of vital importance for the expansion of God's Kingdom.

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose (Romans 8:28).

Do therefore every task the Lord provides, as part of your purpose, with the greatest of vigilance and passion through Christ. We can't see the impact we are having, but the fact is we are, as long as we remain obedient and eager to fulfil God's purpose.

Thirdly, remembering our purpose through God will always entail expanding God's Kingdom on earth, and loving Him and all mankind. Everything else is secondary.

Expanding the Kingdom of God is where our working purpose mainly rests, for the task is so vast it takes all kinds of tasks to complete it.

For example, serving God's children is of vital importance. In addition, serving, as a concept, entails a vast array of tasks, such as teaching, charity, leadership, service, prophecy, and discipleship.

Stop to think how awesome God is. He has given each of us a specific purpose and equipped us with the right package to fulfil that task. To billions of His children throughout the ages, He has given purpose, all working towards His greater plan.

That is incredible, right?

We serve an awesome God.
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SATAN'S GAIN 
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Here is a word of warning concerning the kingdom of darkness and purpose.

As God intends for us, equipped by His Holy Spirit, to fulfil His purpose, so does Satan attempt daily to destroy that purpose by using it for his own gain.

And this, unfortunately, will never cease until we are forever free in our spirit, for our flesh will always be weak.

Satan attempts to twist and manipulate our characters, our personalities, our abilities and talents. Satan is the master of deceiving, accusing and the champion of lying. Satan seeks to take what God has given us and to abuse it for his own sick desires. This is not a fantasy but a reality.

Satan's deception started as early as Adam and Eve. In Genesis 2 and 3, God said to Adam that they were not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Fine, everything was wonderful, until Satan (as the serpent) came slithering along to corrupt and break purpose.

Satan, however, told Eve that if they did eat from the Tree of Knowledge, they would become like God, knowing good and evil. Satan's words were tempting and soothing, and the fruit seemed so good that Eve listened to the serpent and disobeyed God.

We all know the story, for that was the fall into sin.

A person not living in Christ can unawares be either fulfilling God's purpose or Satan’s. This happens when one doesn't make God the centre of one's life. If we are not born again in Christ, we leave ourselves vulnerable to the temptations of Satan and his intentions. Satan brings destruction, chaos, and fear.

Satan's manipulation is very subtle. That is his nature, for he blinds us. But if we walk in Christ, we are freed from the blinding darkness, to realise when we are not doing God's purpose.

Need a practical example?

God gave me the talent of writing, but before I was re-born in Christ, satan had been using my writing for his own personal purpose.

Everything I wrote was filled with negativity. It was not surprising, therefore, that God told me to destroy all that I've written. It contradicted God's purity.

Instead, when I realised God's purpose, I started to write the way God intended me to write, through the Spirit.

Satan will really try anything to derail you from your intended purpose, and if he sees the opportunity to abuse you for his own gain, he will do so. Even when you find true purpose through God, Satan will still try through fear, unbelief, and your past to lead you astray.

That is why God has to be the centre of your being. Only then are you certain of victory and fulfilling your purpose, no matter what Satan attempts.

As it is written in heaven, God's will shall prevail, for victory is His!

Be certain of your purpose.

Also, remember your potential and power.

For whatever is born of God is victorious over the world; and this is the victory that conquers the world, even our faith (Amplified, I John 5: 4).

Submit yourself to God in totality. Release His power in your being and be victorious in your quest.
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