
  
    
      
    
  



Meister Eckhart


Sermons of Meister Eckhart

Enriched edition. 
Introduction, Studies and Commentaries by Peter Boyd

 


    EAN 8596547726203
  

Edited and published by DigiCat, 2023




[image: ]


    Table of Contents

    
    
        Introduction

    

    
    
        Historical Context

    

    
    
        Synopsis (Selection)

    

    
    
        Sermons of Meister Eckhart

    

    
    
        Analysis

    

    
    
        Reflection

    

    
    
        Memorable Quotes

    

    


Introduction




Table of Contents




    This volume gathers a focused selection of sermons by Meister Eckhart, presenting core statements of his preaching rather than a comprehensive edition of his works. Framed by a preface, the collection comprises The Attractive Power of God, The Nearness of the Kingdom, The Angel’s Greeting, True Hearing, The Self-Communication of God, Sanctification, and Outward and Inward Morality. Together they outline a coherent path through his pastoral and mystical concerns, from God’s gracious drawing of the soul to the ethical transformation that follows. The aim is to provide accessible entry to Eckhart’s essential homiletic voice, where doctrine and exhortation meet in carefully reasoned proclamation.

These pieces are homilies—sermons shaped by scriptural exposition and addressed to a listening community—rather than treatises, letters, or poems. Their original medium was the spoken word, yet they bear the imprint of scholastic training in the clarity of distinctions, orderly development, and disciplined argument. Eckhart moves from biblical phrases to probing analyses of the soul and its relation to God, using examples and compressed formulations that reward attentive reading. While the sermons form discrete units, they also converse with one another across themes and images. Readers should expect meditative discourse that instructs and consoles, not narrative progression or systematic commentary.

Across the collection runs a consistent emphasis on God’s nearness and initiative, set alongside the soul’s readiness to receive. The Attractive Power of God explores divine drawing; The Nearness of the Kingdom presents the immediacy of God’s reign; The Angel’s Greeting takes its cue from the Annunciation to consider receptive faith. True Hearing reflects on how listening shapes the soul’s likeness to the Word. The Self-Communication of God and Sanctification treat grace and transformation, while Outward and Inward Morality weighs external observance against interior integrity. Together they frame a spirituality of detachment, gratitude, and ethical responsibility grounded in participation in God.

Eckhart’s style is marked by concentrated language, paradox, and a disciplined ascent from images to concept and back to lived practice. He pairs the resources of the schools with the cadence of preaching, moving between tight distinctions and evocative metaphors to disclose the depth of ordinary words like hearing, greeting, or nearness. Scriptural lines are the seedbed for arguments that unfold with patient clarity and sudden turns. The sermons often sharpen a thought by negation before restating it more precisely, a rhythm that invites rereading. Their restraint and boldness belong together, serving a pedagogy that aims at transformation through insight.

Composed in the milieu of a Dominican preacher active in the German-speaking lands in the early fourteenth century, these sermons stand at the crossroads of pastoral care and speculative theology. Many survive from vernacular preaching and were transmitted through manuscripts that preserved their homiletic character. Modern readers often encounter them under thematic English titles, as in this collection, which reflect the scriptural anchors and principal motifs of each discourse. The historical distance is real, yet the texts remain remarkably direct, addressing conscience and desire as much as intellect. Their oral origin explains both their momentum and their careful recapitulations.

The ongoing significance of these sermons lies in their capacity to unite metaphysical depth with practical counsel. They have shaped streams of later German mysticism and inspired renewed attention in modern theological and philosophical inquiry. Readers from diverse traditions have found in them a disciplined way of speaking about union with God that safeguards transcendence while honoring the soul’s transformation. Their insistence on inward freedom and ethical seriousness continues to challenge devotional routines and moral minimalism. By returning repeatedly to God’s initiative, they offer hope without sentimentality and invite responsible response without moralism, holding contemplation and action in fruitful tension.

Readers may approach this collection in sequence or by theme, since each sermon stands independently while illuminating the others. The preface orients the volume, but the heart of the book is the steady movement from proclamation to reflection to summons. Scriptural cues organize the argument; recurring motifs bind the parts without turning the whole into a system. Slow reading suits the density of the prose and the meditative aim. The result is not an anthology of curiosities but an integrated witness to a living tradition of preaching in which knowledge, desire, and conduct are drawn into communion with God’s nearness.





Historical Context




Table of Contents




    Composed in the early fourteenth century, Meister Eckhart's sermons emerged from the mendicant revolution that reshaped pastoral life across urban Germany and the Rhineland. The Dominican Order, founded in 1216, trained preachers to address merchants, artisans, and religious women in growing cities such as Erfurt, Strasbourg, and Cologne. Eckhart's academic formation enabled doctrinal precision, but his choice of Middle High German brought speculative theology to lay audiences. This milieu encouraged themes found throughout the collection—true hearing of the word, the nearness of God's reign, and the relation between outward practice and inward transformation—aimed at guiding consciences amid rapidly changing social and religious realities.

Eckhart's intellectual world was shaped by scholastic debates at the University of Paris and Dominican studia. He studied and later taught in Paris, receiving the rare honor of a second magisterial regency (1311–1313). His engagement with Thomas Aquinas, Augustine, and the Pseudo-Dionysian tradition reinforced metaphysical motifs, divine self-communication, participation, and the soul's ground, that inform sermons like the Self-Communication of God. The 1277 condemnations in Paris had warned against overconfident philosophical claims, encouraging cautious formulations about God's transcendence. Within these parameters, Eckhart crafted paradoxical language that could awaken hearers to God's attractive power while maintaining allegiance to the scholastic concern for analogy and orthodoxy.

His audiences included Dominican nuns and laywomen associated with beguine communities flourishing in the Rhineland and Low Countries since the late thirteenth century. These women cultivated affective devotion, biblical meditation, and voluntary simplicity outside monastic vows, creating settings receptive to vernacular preaching. In Strasbourg (c. 1313–1321), Eckhart addressed such circles, stressing interior receptivity, true hearing, and the immediate nearness of the kingdom. The Angel's Greeting, reflecting widespread liturgical and Marian veneration, offered theological depth to familiar feasts, linking contemplation with daily obedience. The social permeability of these communities helped circulate his sermons across conventual networks and urban households beyond university halls.

Broader church politics also framed his preaching. After 1309 the papacy resided in Avignon, intensifying administrative oversight and heightening tensions with the Holy Roman Empire, particularly under John XXII and Louis IV of Bavaria. In German dioceses, episcopal courts monitored preaching for suspected novelty, while inquisitorial procedures targeted heterodox spiritualisms circulating in the same regions. Eckhart's insistence that sanctification occurs within the Church's sacramental life, while emphasizing inward detachment, responded to this climate. Appeals to inward morality did not negate outward observance; rather, they sought to purify intention amid a penitential culture fixated on external acts, tariffs, and legal remedies.

Urban growth in the Rhineland brought prosperity alongside insecurity. Market fluctuations, guild conflicts, and the Great Famine of 1315–1317 unsettled households and religious houses alike. Mendicant preaching in these years often stressed trust in divine providence and the meaning of poverty beyond mere deprivation. Eckhart's emphasis on God's nearness and attractive power helped reorient listeners from anxiety over scarcity to the fecundity of grace. By framing sanctification as God's work in the soul's ground, he offered consolation that did not depend on economic status, while still challenging elites and artisans to practice justice, almsgiving, and moderation within their trades.

Administrative responsibilities repeatedly pulled Eckhart across the empire, sharpening his sensitivity to diverse audiences. As Dominican provincial of Saxony (1303–1307) and vicar in Bohemia (1307–1312), he navigated reform of houses from Erfurt to Prague, then resumed teaching in Paris (1311–1313) before preaching in Strasbourg and finally Cologne (1322–1326). Each location brought different pressures: nascent universities in the east, multilingual parish realities, and cosmopolitan merchant quarters along the Rhine. This mobility honed a style that joined rigorous argument with vivid vernacular images, enabling discourses on true hearing, outward and inward morality, and God's self-communication to address both scholars and artisans.

The climate of scrutiny culminated in proceedings against Eckhart in Cologne beginning in 1326 under Archbishop Henry of Virneburg. Accusers extracted propositions from his Latin and German works, alleging dangerous claims about the soul's union with God. Eckhart appealed to the papal court at Avignon and declared submission to correction, likely dying in 1328 before judgment. Pope John XXII's bull In agro dominico (1329) condemned twenty-eight articles—some as heretical, others as suspect—without naming the full sermon corpus. This mixed verdict shaped transmission: disciples like Johannes Tauler and Henry Suso emphasized pastoral applications, while scribes occasionally softened Eckhart's bolder formulations.

After his death, Eckhart's German sermons circulated in manuscripts copied in Dominican convents and among circles later known as the Friends of God. Their themes, detachment, interior birth, and sanctification in ordinary work, fed into fourteenth-century Rhineland spirituality and prepared soil for the Devotio moderna's disciplined interiority. Because transmission was piecemeal, ordering and titles varied, and some homilies were adapted for feast days such as the Annunciation. Modern editions, drawing on fifteenth-century codices, present selections like the Attractive Power of God and True Hearing as windows into this milieu, where scholastic precision met vernacular spirituality amid institutional vigilance and urban change.
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    Preface
The preface frames the sermons as contemplative guidance aimed at awakening the soul to its ground in God, balancing pastoral clarity with metaphysical boldness.
It signals recurring motifs—interiority, detachment, and the birth of the Word in the soul—and a style marked by paradox, scriptural weaving, and terse, probing argument.
Divine Initiative and Union (The Attractive Power of God; The Self-Communication of God)
These sermons present union with God as grounded in God's own drawing and self-gift, urging the soul to stillness so that divine life may be received without obstruction.
With serene urgency and daring imagery, they underscore themes of attraction, grace as self-communication, and deification through interior detachment beyond images.
Presence and Advent (The Nearness of the Kingdom; The Angel’s Greeting)
Focusing on the immediacy of God's reign and the ever-fresh advent of the Word, these pieces depict salvation as a present reality rather than a distant horizon.
Reading the Annunciation as a pattern for the soul’s receptive conception of the Word, they combine celebratory tone with contemplative rigor to highlight readiness, poverty of spirit, and the meeting of time and eternity in the now.
Receptivity and Praxis (True Hearing; Sanctification; Outward and Inward Morality)
These sermons develop a practical mysticism: true listening that transforms, sanctification as God’s work within, and the primacy of interior intention over external observance.
With a corrective, incisive voice, they critique mere religiosity, urging integrated action that flows from inner union and a purified will.
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Meister Eckhart, who has been called the “Father of German thought”, was a Dominican monk, and one of the most profound thinkers of the Middle Ages. He was born about 1260 A.D. in Thuringia, and purportedly died at Cologne 1327 A.D. although his burial site has never been discovered. In 1295 he was Prior of the Dominicans at Erfurt and Vicar-General of Thuringia. In 1300 he was sent to the University of Paris, where he studied Aristotle and the Platonists, and took the degree of Master of Arts. It is possible also that he taught at Paris. He already had a wide reputation as a philosopher, and was summoned to Rome in 1302 to assist Pope Boniface VIII. in his struggle against Philip the Fair. In 1304 he became Provincial of his order for Saxony, and in 1307 Vicar-General of Bohemia. In 1311 he was sent again to act as professor of theology in the school of Dominicans in Paris, and afterwards in Strassbourg. Everywhere his teaching and preaching left a deep mark. At Strassbourg he aroused suspicions and created enemies; his doctrine was accused of resembling that of the heretical sects of the “Beghards” and “Brothers of the Holy Spirit”. The Superior-General of the Franciscan Order had his writings submitted to a close examination by the Priors of Worms and Mayence. The history of this episode is very obscure. It appears that Eckhart was cited before the tribunal of the Inquisition at Cologne, and that he professed himself willing to withdraw anything that his writings might contain contrary to the teaching of the Church. The matter was referred to the Pope, who, in 1329, condemned certain propositions extracted from the writings of Eckhart two years after his disappearance.

The importance of Eckhart in the history of scholastic philosophy is considerable. At that period all the efforts of religious philosophy were directed to widen theology, and to effect a reconciliation between reason and faith. The fundamental idea of Eckhart’s philosophy is that of the Absolute or Abstract Unity conceived as the sole real existence[1q]. His God is the θεο αγνωστο [Theo Agnosto (Unknown God)] of the neoplatonists: He is absolutely devoid of attributes which would be a limitation of His Infinity. God is incomprehensible; in fact, with regard to our limited intelligence, God is the origin and final end of every being. How then, it may be asked, can God be a Person? The answer is, that by the eternal generation of the Son the Father becomes conscious of Himself, and the Love reflected back to the Father by the Son is the Holy Spirit. Together with the Son, God also begets the ideal forms of created things. The Absolute is thus the common background of God and the Universe. Like as the Son does, so everything born of God tends to return to Him, and to lose itself in the unity of His Being.

This theology is really Pantheism. Of the Absolute we have no cognizance but only of phenomena, but by the resolute endeavour to
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