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JANUARY 1ST

1903: ‘The first day of the year is with all classes in Guernsey the one most strictly observed as a holiday, and, in all but the religious observance, is more thought of than even Christmas Day. Presents are given to friends, servants and children, the heads of families gather around them those who have left the paternal roof, more distant relatives exchange visits; young people call at the houses of their aged kinsfolk to wish them many happy returns of the season, and, in many cases, to receive the gifts that are awaiting them; and receptions – now become almost official in their character – are held by the Lieutenant-Governor, the Bailiff and the Dean. Cake and wine are offered to visitors, and the day ends in most households with a feast in proportion with their means in society.

All the morning the roads and streets are crowded with groups of persons hurrying from house to house … when neighbours join in eating the many cakes for which Guernsey is famous and which are considered suitable for the occasion … and so completely is this repast looked upon in the light of a family feast, that parents living in the country send presents of these cakes to their children who have taken service in town.’ (Edgar MacCulloch, Guernsey Folk Lore)

JANUARY 2ND

To most outsiders, the traditional rivalry between the two larger Channel Islands is somewhat baffling. Indeed for the most part it is good-natured banter between the Jersey ‘crapauds’ and the Guernsey ‘donkeys’. However, the gloves come off on the day of the annual Muratti Cup final between the two island’s football teams. Numerous times the match has ended with violence between the two sets of supporters:

I was glad it was us won. The Jerseys came down to the harbour after the match to see us off in the boat. It was loaded with people, what with the team and supporters. Jack Priaulx, who was captain of our team, was standing high up on the deck, waving the cup about. It’s true he’d had a few drinks and was perhaps looking too pleased with himself. One of the bright Jersey boys shouted out ‘Guernsey donkeys!’ The others laughed and we laughed too; but then a whole crowd of the sods started calling out ‘Guernsey donkeys! Guernsey donkeys!’ – our boys wasn’t having that. They started shouting, ‘Crapauds! Crapauds! Jersey crapauds!’ There would have been fights if we could have got ashore, but the gangway was up… They came over to Guernsey the next year and got it back.

All this banter is immaterial to the Auregnais and Sercquiais, who are convinced that theirs is the best island anyway. (G.B. Edwards, The Book of Ebenezer Le Page)

JANUARY 3RD

1795: A reporter for The Times gives a picture of life for the military stationed in Guernsey at the end of the eighteenth century:

It is a happy circumstance for the troops that barracks are about to be erected here. Numbers of men die daily for want of proper accommodation, the sick and healthy being promiscuously huddled together. Their diseases are dysenteries and fevers; the latter supposed to have been imported by transports from the West Indies. We have at present 4,000 regulars here, and more daily expected, which, with 2,000 militia belonging to the island (for here every man is a soldier), and our iron-bound coast, we may bid defiance to a far stronger force. This day the brig Eagle, Capt Corand, from Norfolk, Virginia, sailed from hence for Morlaix, with 40 French Prisoners taken at Martinique in hopes of bringing back an equal number in exchange; but of which we are doubtful.

The climate is so temperate, that we have at this time carnations, stocks, &c in full bloom. Provisions are dear, but liquors are very cheap. Port wine, 1s 6d, Claret, 1s to 2s, brandy and rum, 4s per gallon, Hollands, 3s and cyder, 1½d per quart.

(The Times)

JANUARY 4TH

1943: The freezing night of 4/5 January saw the sinking of the SS Schokland a mile off the south coast of Jersey. The Schokland was a Dutch merchant steamer that had been commandeered by the Germans to carry cargo, passengers and occasionally military personnel between France and the Channel Islands. On this day there was a large contingent of German troops at the harbour in St Helier waiting for passage to St Malo. Their expected troop transporter had been delayed and they were told that they could travel on the Schokland, which was to leave at 6.30 p.m. that evening and 284 men choose to do so. As the ship, with its crew of twenty-six, left the harbour the night was clear and the sea was calm, although it was very cold.

The Dutch captain had been flown into Jersey only that afternoon and had no previous experience of the local waters. Just south of St Brelades Bay the Schokland struck a reef. It suffered severe damage below the waterline, and within half an hour she sank. One of the two lifeboats on board had been launched, but most of the passengers and crew had gone down into the cold January water. Of the 310 people that had steamed out of St Helier harbour, only 170 were rescued. Amazingly four people survived the freezing waters that night and were picked up in the succeeding days having drifted on makeshift rafts. (John Ovenden & David Shayer, Shipwrecks of the Channel Islands)

JANUARY 5TH

January is the start of the ploughing season in the Channel Islands. In the past this was a social event were the farmers would pool their labour in order to get the task done during the short winter days. This tough task, called Grand’ Tchéthue in Jersey and Le Grand’ Querrue in Guernsey, demanded that farmers cooperate as the ploughs were drawn by as many as twelve horses, or by a mixed team of oxen and horses. It was a social event of the first importance among many of the farmers, for, so large is the number of men and animals employed, that the neighbours help each other in strict rotation throughout the seasons. The farmer whose turn it was to have his field ploughed kept his neighbours and employees well supplied with cider, bread, cheese and fried cod. During the mid-morning and mid-afternoon breaks other specialities eaten included large dough cakes – gâche à fouée, gâche de pate and gâche à corînthe – consumed with copious amounts of cider.

Before the use of the plough there would have been the back-breaking task of digging the fields by hand. L’Amy gives the work being known in the local patois as une fouôrie – ‘a digging’.

Les temps passé nou-s’avait des grandes fouôries,

Acheteu ch’est des grandes quéruries.

(Times past, we had great diggings, now we have great ploughings.)

(John H. L’Amy, Jersey Folklore)

JANUARY 6TH

BATTLE OF JERSEY, 1781: Baron Philippe de Rullecourt led an invasion of around 1,000 French troops. Despite managing to capture the Governor of the island, they were unable to force the surrender of Elizabeth Castle. Writing in 1799, John Stead describes the battle in the Royal Square and the death of Major Pierson:

An attack was therefore instantly made, by our troops, with such impetuosity, that in less than half an hour the enemy were totally routed and driven into the market place, where they endeavored to make a stand. Their commander, exasperated at this unexpected turn of affairs, did all he could to wreak his vengeance on the captive governor, whom he obliged to stand by his side during the whole time of the conflict, which, however, was quickly over; the French were broken on all sides, the Baron himself received a mortal wound of which he expired that evening, and the person who succeeded him in the command was obliged to surrender himself and the whole party of prisoners of war; while Governor Corbet escaped without a wound, although he had received two balls through his hat. In this moment of victory fell the gallant Major Pierson, to whom this island is indebted for its deliverance, and whose loss was most sincerely lamented by every officer and soldier, both of the regulars and militia, as well as by every inhabitant of the island.

(J. Stead, Caesarea, 1798)

JANUARY 7TH

BIRTH OF GERALD DURRELL, 1925: Gerald Malcolm Durrell, author, naturalist and animal conservationist, was born in Janshedpur, India, the youngest of five children. Following the death of his father in 1928 the family moved to England where Gerald indulged his passion for wildlife. At the age of six he announced to his mother that he would have his own zoo one day.

In 1935 the Durrell family again moved, this time to the Greek island of Corfu. In a trilogy of books, the most famous of which is My Family and Other Animals, he described his forays to seek out wildlife. Following the Second World War Gerald became a student keeper at Whipsnade Zoo where he first became aware of the role of man in the extinction of species. At the age of twenty-one he came into his father’s legacy of £3,000. This enabled him to travel the world collecting wild animals for zoos. His adventures in doing so became the material for a number of bestselling books.

However, he still dreamed of opening a zoo of his own. Finding nowhere in the United Kingdom suitable, a sixteenth-century manor house, Les Augres Manor in Trinity, Jersey, came to Durrell’s notice by chance. The Jersey Zoological Park was opened to the public in 1959 on 26 March. (Gerald Durrell, My Family and Other Animals / The Oxford Dictionary of National Biography)

JANUARY 8TH

OPENING OF THE GENERAL HOSPITAL IN JERSEY, 1793: Much of the funding for its building came from the bequest of Marie Bartlet (who had died over fifty years earlier, in 1741). Mrs Bartlet had left the money for the building of a hospital for the poor of the island in St Aubin’s, but a committee that acted as the will’s executors failed to find any suitable land in that village. However, Philippe Bandinel, the Seigneur of Mélèches, offered a plot of land stretching from The Parade to the sea, on the sand-hills outside St Helier. After much legal wrangling over the terms of the will, building finally began in July 1765. The military had their eyes on the new building to barrack the growing number of troops in the island, and in 1779 General Conway requisitioned the building to house a regiment of Highlanders. Four years later a store of gunpower exploded, destroying two-thirds of the structure. After much delay, the British Government gave £2,000 to rebuild the structure so it could finally be used as a hospital for the poor and sick. On 18 July 1859 the building was again gutted by a fire. (G.R. Balleine, Biographical Dictionary of Jersey)

JANUARY 9TH

1225: Since 1204, when King John had lost Normandy, the Channel Islands had been in the front line in the conflict between the English and French monarchs. It was at this time that Mont Orgueil in Jersey and Castle Cornet in Guernsey began to be built. There are many references in official documents for men and materials being sent to the islands. John’s successor, Henry III, on this day wrote:

The King to the Sheriff of Southampton. We have ordered the constable of Porchester to supply you with 1,000 tree-trunks in our forest of Bere (Bere Regis near Wareham), wherever is most convenient and closest to Porchester, to be felled and transported by you to Porchester for making stockades in Guernsey and Jersey. So we bid you fell them and carry them to Porchester, handing them over to Geoffrey de Lucy’s men.

Later that month, on 18 January, the king ordered his treasurer and chamberlains to send £200 to de Lucy ‘for the subsistence of the knights and serjeants posted by our orders to Guernsey and Jersey’. Then, ten days later, he wrote to Bailiffs at Southampton ‘to supply from the income of their town 5 cartloads of lead, for the maintenance of the castles there.’ This flow of men and treasure to fortify the islands shows just how strong their strategic value was to successive English kings. (Charles Stevens, Close Rolls: The Lettres Closes and Ancient Petitions: 1200-1454)

JANUARY 10TH

1781: Burial of Major Peirson in the Town Church of St Helier, with full pomp and pageantry. The States sent a letter to Peirson’s father:

Convinced that we owe our present power of deliberating to the gallant behaviour of your son … who purchased our freedom at the inestimable price of his life, we think it our indispensable duty to express to you our sincere grief and condolence on so great a public and private loss. Be assured, Sir, that every sentiment of gratitude to the memory of their brave deliverer will ever be deeply rooted in the hearts of the Inhabitants of this island.

We hope and trust it will, in due time, be a powerful motive of consolation to you, in this severe trial, to reflect that your son, in whom every military and moral virtue shone so conspicuously, finished his career, in the dawn of life, in a manner the greatest heroes have wished to finish theirs. He fell, Sir, in the moment of victory, saving a free and loyal island from impending tyranny and oppression.

Peirson is buried in front of the pulpit and on the south wall is his grand memorial. Hanging from a pillar are the two regimental colours carried into the battle by the English troops and Jersey militia. The leader of the French forces, Baron de Rullecourt, is buried in the churchyard. (Peter Hunt, A Guide to the Churches of Jersey, J. Stead, Caesarea, 1798)

JANUARY 11TH

1847: ‘Guernsey shops are good, and the streets – not dirty. The women are very pretty; their faces of more classic form and feature than we meet commonly in England; and they all dress well. The men are of a more clumsy material; the beau is fat and foppish… There is much beauty in the children; and an evident care is taken with their appearance, even among the lower orders; their hair is curled, and their clothes are in good taste.

The country women dress in the old English style – a costume with us nearly worn out. But here is still to be seen the black mode bonnet, most elaborate in its build, and under it the neatly plaited cap: the quilted short petticoat, the short linen jacket for hard work, and the chintz gown, open in the front, and drawn through the pocket-holes, for best; they call it the Guernsey fashion; but we remember, some hundred and fifty years ago, when the old gude gran’dam of the farmhouse wore this very self-same dress in England.

The market-women are picturesque in the extreme … and when they speak French as they pass, it adds to the captivation of the picture. How little these people do with, in comparison to our market folks at home!’ (Anonymous, The Channel Islands or a Peep at our Neighbours, 1847)

JANUARY 12TH

1886: Banking crises are nothing new in the Channel Islands, and the nineteenth century saw a slew of them. Among the worst was in 1886 when, on 11 January, the Jersey Banking Company or ‘States’ Bank closed with a notice on its door stating, ‘Unforeseen circumstances have compelled the bank to suspend payment’. The bank had been insolvent for years and Philip Gosset, the State’s Treasurer, had been gambling with its funds. Worse was to come the next day, when the firm of Charles Robin and Company, a major fishery supplies merchant who owned extensive properties in Jersey and Canada, closed its doors. La Chronique lamented:

In the old Ordnance Yard at the harbour, the seat of Robin’s business, where once the sound of hammer and saw rang out in the vast warehouse and fish stores, where hundreds of men were employed throughout the long winter months, drying and stacking fish; the workshops where sails were mended, the offices which employed numberless clerks and book-keepers and dealt with voluminous correspondence, once the scene of animation and life, a great hive of industry, now there reigned the silence of death.

However, financial disaster was averted with the help of surviving banks who offered to advance to the States the amount due to their creditors. Gosset was sentenced to five years hard labour for his role in the bank’s collapse. (Marguerite Syvret and Joan Stevens, Balleine’s History of Jersey)

JANUARY 13TH

1943: ‘The day opened rather fine after an awful gale which did a lot of damage. Seventeen boats were smashed up in the Old Town Harbour, many beyond repair they tell me. The Germans had moved a sort of pontoon there and they tell me it broke adrift and did the damage.’ (Diary of J.C. Sauvary)

[image: image]

1945: ‘The sight of the havoc wrought by the indiscriminate hacking down of trees is so depressing that I scarcely dare to venture out of doors. Along the front, ancient and characteristic evergreen oaks have been felled without my permission. These trees had been tossed and bent by the storm winds into fantastic pennant-like shapes which formed a unique frame to the picture of the sea and Elizabeth Castle beyond. The local people are curiously insensitive to the beauty of their island. The capital town of St Helier is a good example of this, with its utilitarian buildings and uncompromisingly commercial air, devoid of artistic merit or natural affinity with the surrounding countryside. Humanly speaking, of course, it is painful to have to check the famished, freezing people in their search for fuel, especially as the cold is abnormal for these parts; tonight it registered six degrees C. below freezing.’ (Baron M. Von Aufsess, The Von Aufsess Occupation Diary)

JANUARY 14TH

1835: ‘The high estimation in which the Jersey cow is held by its possessor, is shared by the island legislature, which has preserved the purity of the breed by special enactments. An act was passed in the year 1789, by which the importation into Jersey of cow, heifer, calf or bull, is prohibited under the penalty of 200 livres, with the forfeiture of boat and tackle, and a fine of 50 livres is also imposed on every sailor on board who does not inform of the attempt. The animal, too, is decreed to be immediately slaughtered and its flesh given to the poor.

The number of cows everywhere dotting the pastures of Jersey adds greatly to the beauty of the landscape; though when one passes near to them the discovery that they are tethered somewhat decreases the pleasure we have in seeing them. In apple orchards however, in which the under grass crop is always used as cow pasture, it is necessary to tether the animal, and not only so but to attach also the head to the feet, that the cow may be prevented from eating the apples, which she would be quite welcome to do were it not that they might injure her.’ (The Farmer’s Magazine, 1835)

JANUARY 15TH

DEATH OF OSMOND PRIAULX, 1891: Born in March 1805, Osmond de Beauvoir Priaulx, over his lifetime – due to his family wealth, and his own shrewd investments – amassed a considerable fortune. Although he lived in London, he had a great love for his home island of Guernsey and visited regularly. Priaulx was an avid bibliophile and collected a personal library of thousands of books, many of which were rare and of local interest to the Channel Islands. In 1859 Priaulx bought Candie House, a Georgian townhouse on the outskirts of St Peter Port, from his brother Joshua. He then offered to endow the house, along with his large collection of books, as a gift to the island to be used as a public library. The library opened in 1889 and the remainder of the Candie House estate was made into a public pleasure garden.

The Priaulx Library is still open to the public today and has become the centre for local and family history research, with a substantial collection of ancient records and microfilm.

When the roof was being renovated in 2005, the workmen came across concealed objects that their predecessors in 1887 had placed there. It is thought they were meant to protect the house from evil spirits; this was a fairly common practice at the time. (L. James Marr, Guernsey People / Priaulxlibrary.co.uk)

JANUARY 16TH

1542: The Channel Islands have never sent an MP to Westminster. However, on this day in 1542 a letter was read to the States of Jersey from the Governor Edward Seymour, the Earl of Hertford, asking them to send two members to Parliament. The States must have been afraid to disobey an order from their Governor, but would not have had the slightest idea how to set about electing an MP, as they had never been asked to send one before (or since). The historian A.J. Eagleston has attempted to explain this curious incident by stating that as Seymour was much concerned with Calais about this time (the only remaining English territory in France), and knowing that Calais was represented in Parliament, he jumped to the conclusion that the other English outposts on the other side of the Channel were – or ought to be – represented too.

Sir Edward Seymour was Governor of Jersey from 1537 to 1550 and is probably the most powerful man to have held that post – although he probably never visited the island. He was the eldest brother of Henry VIII’s third queen, Jane Seymour. Following the death of the king, in 1547, he was created the Duke of Somerset and became Lord Protector of England during the minority of his nephew Edward VI. Following a coup d’état against his leadership of the government, he was beheaded in 1552. (J. Eagleston, The Channel Islands under Tudor Government)

JANUARY 17TH

SIXTEENTH CENTURY: ‘This Alderney lieth in the chiefe trade of all shipping passing from the Easterne parts to the West: three leagues distant from the coast of Normandy, thirty from the nearest part of England, extended from South East to the North West, and containeth about eight miles in circuit, the South shore consisting of high cliffs. The aire is healthfull, the soile sufficiently rich, full of fresh pastures and corn-fields: yet the inhabitants poore… The towne is situate well neere in the midst of the Isle, having a parish church, and about 80 families, with an harbour called Crabbic some mile off. On the East side there is an ancient fort, and a dwelling house built at the charge of the Chamberlans… And under this fort, the sand with violent drifts from the Northwest overlaid the land, so that now it serveth thereabout most for conies.

I know not whether I were best to relate of a Giant’s tooth, one of the grinders, which was found in this island, of that bigge size that it equalled a man’s fist; seeing Saint Augustine writeth of one that himself saw, so bigge, that if it were cut in small peeces so the proportion of our teeth, it seemed it might have made an hundred of them.’ (G. Stevens Cox (ed), The Channel Islands in the Sixteenth Century as seen by William Camden)

JANUARY 18TH

1638: William Prynne arrived in the island to be imprisoned in Mont Orgueil Castle, which was very much the Guantanamo Bay of the seventeenth century, as Jersey was outside the English legal system. Prynne was a lawyer, author and prominent Puritan opponent of the Church policy of the Archbishop of Canterbury, William Laud. Prynne’s polemic works frequently got him into trouble. In 1637 he was found guilty of sedition, and had his ears cut off, his nose slit, and the initials ‘S.L.’ burnt into his cheeks. These letters stood for ‘Seditious Libeller’.

To isolate him from his friends, he was removed first to Carnarvon Castle and then to Mont Orgueil Castle in Jersey. The Governor, Sir Philip Carteret, treated Prynne well, which Prynne repaid by defending Carteret’s character in 1645 when he was accused of being a ‘malignant’ and a tyrant. He occupied his imprisonment by writing verse:

‘Shut up close-prisner in Mount-Orgueil pile,

A lofty Castle, within Jersey Isle,

Remote from Friends, neere three yeares space where I

Had rockes, seas, Gardens dayly in mine Eye,

Which I oft viewed with no small delight,

these pleasing objects did at last invite

Me, to contemplate in more solemne wise,

What usefull Meditations might arise.’

(Oxford Dictionary of National Biography / William Prynne, Mount-Orgueil, 1641)

JANUARY 19TH

1945: Despite the timely arrive of the SS Vega and its Red Cross parcels, starvation in Guernsey was still a real possibility. Food was the most precious commodity and opportunistic burglary was rife. Violet Carey wrote at the time:

James rang me up just after nine. He said, ‘I have bad news for you, your room has been ransacked in the night. Everything is upside down and your parcel has been taken.’ I just felt like stone. I did not dare to think. My parcel was the least thing. I thought of my jewellery and my diaries!

The thief or thieves had opened every drawer in my room and left them all open about three inches. They had taken my tins of butter, jam and salmon. They hadn’t found the tea, raisins or prunes or sugar. They had also taken three cakes of golden glory soap. They hadn’t turned anything out onto the floor, the floor was strewn with matches, their own, there were two boxes of mine and two candles and they did not touch them. They had not touched anything else, they were evidently after my parcel … they took all James’s precious sugar beet syrup and evidently drank one whole pound because the jar was on the sink and a clothes brush was in the sink and two packets of dried carrots. We don’t know if it was one man or two, Germans or civilians.

(Alice Evans (ed), Guernsey Under Occupation: The Second World War Diaries of Violet Carey)

JANUARY 20TH

JERSEY, 1848: A fire broke out on Sunday evening, about half-past 8 o’clock, in the warehouses of Mr R. Lediard, tea and coffee merchant. The fire commenced in some rooms where a quantity of coffee and chicory was kept, and had it not been for the arrival of four engines, the whole property must have fallen prey to the flames, as well perhaps as the adjoining houses. Much apprehension was felt, as it was reported that some gunpowder was in the adjoining house, the property of Messrs J. Le Gros & Son, ironmongers; but the fire was confined to the building in which it first broke out. The damage done to the premises and stock is rather considerable. They are insured by the Phoenix Insurance Company’s office. The depot 35th Regiment came down with much promptness to the scene of the conflagration. (Story continues on 27th January.) (The Echo)
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1945: The Germans gave notice that a resident had been fined 250 marks (about £25) for using his lorry for a ‘pleasure trip’ – transporting a football team; another resident was fined 300 marks (about £30) for using electric current during the evening, contrary to prohibition. At the Royal Court, a youth was ordered to have eighteen strokes of the birch for stealing a Red Cross parcel. (Leslie Sinel, The German Occupation of Jersey)

JANUARY 21ST

1873: In January 1873 the Société Jersiaise was founded, for the study of history, antiquities and the language of the island. The Norman languages of the islands could be very confusing for visitors, as one American tourist visiting this year commented:

One might pass some time in the town, in the usual way of tourists, without discovering that he was not in an English community, but a trip to the country would soon inform him. The men and the younger women and the larger children speak modern French as their language of law and devotion, and English (usually less readily and perfectly) as their language of trade and business intercourse; but both tongues are in a measure foreign to them, while to the younger children and the older women they seem to be sometimes but little known, except for the routine of the church service.

A knowledge of French helps hardly at all to an understanding of Jersey French when spoken. It is a rude language, and seems not out of place among the poorer people, but it is odd to hear it familiarly used by educated persons; yet in the most aristocratic families it is the language of the household. We addressed very few who could not speak modern French, but the knowledge of English is much less common than would seem possible in an island so small that no house is more than about ten miles from a large town where it is so generally used that it seems at first the language of the place.

(George E Waring Jr, A Farmer’s Vacation, 1876)

JANUARY 22ND

1863: ‘Sark – also called Serk or Sercq – is six miles to the east of Guernsey, and is rather more than three miles in length. Its average breadth is not quite a mile, and in one part it is actually not many yards wide, but the island is still a thriving and fertile spot, and maintains in independent comfort a population of nearly 600 healthy and hardy islanders. The cliffs by which it is bounded are from 100 to 200 feet high. The Coupée Rock, its chief wonder, is a narrow neck of land, about 5 feet broad, with a precipitous descent on each side of about 350 feet down to the sea. It is a favourite spot with picnics, but in windy weather is not to be ventured upon without caution. This remarkable island is a little kingdom in itself, being governed by a parliament of forty resident copyhold tenants, which meets three times a year, under the command of the Lord of Sark. This assembly appoints the police force of the island, which consists of two individuals, and that this formidable couple are found sufficient may be presumed, from the fact, that though there is a gaol erected, no individual has ever been lodged in it since it was built.’ (Bradshaw’s Descriptive Railway Hand-Book of Great Britain and Ireland, 1863)

JANUARY 23RD

DEATH OF JEAN MARTEL, FOUNDER OF THE FIRST OF THE MAJOR COGNAC HOUSES, 1753: Jean Martel was born in St Brelade, Jersey, in March 1694, the seventh child of Thomas Martel and Marthe Heraut. Following his father’s profession of a merchant he worked for seven years in Guernsey in a counting house, before setting up in business in Bordeaux. This original venture failed, but in 1720 he started up a business as a brandy merchant at the town of Cognac, in the Poitou-Charentes region. This soon had a flourishing export trade, thanks in large part to Channel Island smugglers who carried his brandy all over the world. (G.R. Balleine, Biographical Dictionary of Jersey)
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REFUGEES FROM THE FRANCO-PRUSSIAN WAR, 1871: ‘The tide of migration from the North West of France to Jersey increases to a large extent… This morning the steamer Wonder, which arrived from St Malo, brought between eighty and ninety passengers. They were chiefly ladies and young persons… they seemed in most cases to have made no arrangement as to where they should take up their quarters, and it was a sight sad and touching to witness groups of ladies and children standing in some instances in the streets and public places not knowing whither to turn their steps. The procuring of lodgings is at present very difficult, and this is the cause of much inconvenience and distress among the refugees.’ (British Press and Jersey Times)

JANUARY 24TH

1984: During the night of January 23rd/24th gusts of Hurricane Force 12 were recorded in the islands. Hundreds of trees were blown down and many roofs destroyed. A month’s rain fell in twenty-four hours. Meanwhile, making her way through 40-foot waves in the Channel was the Radiant Med, a Greek cargo ship with her holds full of grain on her way to the Congo from Belgium. At about 1.15 a.m. about thirty miles south-west of Guernsey, the ship’s hold flooded and she capsized and quickly sank, drowning sixteen of the crew. Of the twenty-five crew on board, only nine lives were saved, and those rescued owed their lives to the initiative, skill and outstanding courage of the St Peter Port lifeboat crew.

The Radiant Med’s crew had been pitching about in freezing conditions, soaked to the skin, for nearly two hours and were too far gone to respond, and the lifeboat had the difficult task of getting right alongside. One of the railing lines was grabbed and used to help pull the two boats together. With the lifeboat rolling down over the gunwale of the waterlogged boat, the lifeboat crew in pairs grabbed a man at a time on the downward roll, and hauled him inboard. As they did this the lifeboat’s well deck was going 3 feet under each time. The coxswain Mike Scales later told a Times reporter: ‘Our boat was crashing down on theirs, and one man hanging over the side was hit by our hull. They were waist-deep in water, too stunned and cold to help themselves, and our men had to attach a line and go over to haul them out while their boat was breaking up.’ The rescued were then dragged into the wheelhouse where they were safe from being washed over the side again. (John Ovenden and David Shayer, Shipwrecks of the Channel Islands)

JANUARY 25TH

1781: Lieutenant-Governor Moses Corbet was placed under arrest this day following the Battle of Jersey. The charges against him read:

That Moses Corbet esq; being Lieutenant-Governor of the island of Jersey … was on the 6th day of January last, surprised and taken prisoner by a body of French troops, who landed in the island early in the morning of the said day; and that the said Moses Corbet on the same day, soon after his being taken prisoner, did, contrary to his duty and the trust reposed in him, sign with the Baron de Rullecourt, commander of the French troops, articles of capitulation, although the enemy had become masters only of the town of St Helier, and that Elizabeth Castle as well as the other forts were still in custody of his Majesty’s troops and further that he did endeavour to induce others shamefully to abandon and deliver to the French the several forts and posts committed to their charge.

However, Captain Mulcaster, commander of Elizabeth Castle, refused to surrender when a French messenger brought him Corbet’s capitulation, replying that: ‘… the castle had nothing to fear from the French, and that it was his resolution to defend it to the last extremity … dismissing him with this reply, “The greater your force, the greater will be your slaughter.”’

The trial lasted five days and Moses Corbet was superseded his commission of Lieutenant-Governor. (J. Stead, Caesarea, 1798 / The Proceedings at Large on the Trial of Moses Corbet Esq., 1799)

JANUARY 26TH

1782: As a young girl, Anne Dumaresq was sent to a convent in Caen to be educated. In 1762 her family in Jersey learnt that she had died. They received her death certificate and paid her funeral expenses. Those who had known her were much surprised, therefore, when twenty years later, in 1782, a notice appeared in the Annual Register:

Jersey, 26 Jan. A flag of truce arrived here last week from some ransomers and a young lady who about twenty years since was sent to France for her education, and was shut up in a convent. Her mother had frequent assurances of her death and certificates from the holy fathers and went into mourning for her; but about two years since was surprised to receive a letter from her child informing her of her long-meditated escape, which she had never been able to effect. At length she found a method of getting away, hired a vessel, and came over.

The family was divided whether to believe this story. Anne’s mother was ready to accept it but her older brother dismissed her as an imposter: ‘a shameless and audacious woman, whose manners and speech show unmistakably her base-born origin. Her hideous and disfigured face disclose clearly the disgusting spectacle of vice exhausted by its own excess, and her ghastly complexion makes it impossible for her to blush.’ (G.R. Balleine, A Biographical Dictionary of Jersey)

JANUARY 27TH

1848 (CONTINUED FROM JANUARY 20TH): The following curious document was posted on Monday in the streets of this town. We offer no comment on the merits of this literary gem, but leave our readers to form their own opinions:

FIRE!

The Phoenix Fire Office at London, has received from Jersey by post, the under-mentioned anonymous information, which they have handed to me.

‘There is no doubt the premises was set on fire. 20 tons of coffee!!! Please ask the Agent who registered 800 in Court,’ ‘They be all honest men’

If the SCOUNDREL who wrote the above, will make himself known to me, he shall be protected from any legal proceedings.

If he can give proof that the late fire at Mr Lediards’ was an attempt to defraud the Phoenix Fire Office, he shall have a reward of fifty pounds and his name remain a secret.

If he feel offended at being called a SCOUNDREL, I will give him satisfaction, he naming time, place and weapons, if the latter be fists and he beat me, I’ll forgive him, and if I beat him I’ll give him five pounds.

DENSHAM

Agent to the Phoenix Fire Office

(The Echo)

JANUARY 28TH

1538: John Lestok, a ‘lewd priest’ of Guernsey, was sent to Thomas Cromwell by the Mayor of Southampton for having ‘spoken seditious words about the king in an ale house’. (Letters and Papers, Foreign and Domestic, Henry VIII)
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1914: On this day Aimee Henrietta Lake became the last person in Guernsey to stand trial for practicing witchcraft. Mrs Outin testified against her, claiming that she consulted Mrs Lake after the death of her cattle. Outin had been told by Lake’s tea leaf readings that her dead husband had been the victim of sorcery and that she was under a spell, to counteract which she needed to bury a number of ‘charmed’ packets, sold to her by Mrs Lake for £3 10s. These packets were later found to have contained no more than cornflour, paisley flour, brown starch, salt and baking powder. The accused also convinced Mrs Outin that she was in the possession of a metal box full of little devils and that she would soon die unless she made a substantial payment for Mrs Lake to protect her.

Mrs Lake defended herself by saying that her customers were usually satisfied with her tea leaf readings to which they came of their own free will, and that she had offered to refund Mrs Outin her money. The court sentenced Lake to eight days’ imprisonment for disorderly conduct. (L. James Marr, Guernsey People)

JANUARY 29TH

The birth of George Métivier, 1790: Métivier has been regarded as Guernsey’s national poet. He wrote in Guernésiais, the indigenous language of the island. He was inspired by Robert Burns, and was the first to produce a dictionary of the Norman language in the Channel Islands, Métivier’s Dictionnaire Franco-Normand (1870).

Lamentation of Damaris

Old Fountain Street’s all in a flutter,

Its dwellers are all in a stew,

There is growling from garret to gutter,

That the old must give place to the new!

Damaris harangueth her neighbours,

And bitterly blameth the States,

For enacting such wide demolition

Like aught but beneficent Fates!

Quoth the Dame: ‘I have live in my rat-hole,

In quiet, for sixty odd years!

My blessed, old dirty, old attic,

The hopes and my fears!

But the poor must submit to the wealthy

The humble must bow down to the grand,

We had better be laid ‘neath the daises

In the churchyard of Mister Durand!’

(J. Linwood Pitts (ed), Patois Poems of the Channel Islands, 1883)

JANUARY 30TH

1870: Smuggling – one of the most extensive seizures of tobacco which has been made in Jersey for some time took place on Saturday at midnight. Certain information was lodged at the Custom House on Saturday night, and in consequence of it Messrs W. Mackay and W.F. Baker afterwards proceeded to St Catherine’s Bay. At midnight they found seven men in the act of shipping goods on board two French luggers which lay in the bay. They arrested five of the men, and discovered that what they were shipping consisted of 916lb of tobacco, 315lb of sugar, and 76lb of candles. (The British Press and Jersey Times)
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1941: ‘The Freemasons’ Temple has been raided and all furniture, paintings and the valuable Masons’ regalia dispatched to the Fatherland. I have very little sympathy with Freemasonry but cannot find any excuse for this violation of the given pledge made at the occupation to respect ‘the lives, liberty and prosperity’ of the inhabitants. (Edward Le Quesne, The Occupation of Jersey Day by Day)

Meeting of Council and representatives of Catering and Meat Control. Anxiety as to possibility of further supplies of meat and the appointment of a committee to thoroughly investigate the possibility of extending communal kitchens to the extent of preparation of feeding all the inhabitants in this way. Situation slightly relieved by arrival of some 20 tons of meat from France.’ (Edward Le Quesne, The Occupation of Jersey Day by Day)

JANUARY 31ST

1943: ‘You think of … windswept cliffs, of the winding water valleys rich later in the year with primroses, bluebells and gorse, of the deep bays with their clear water: you think of the granite churches, of the solid farmhouses with their arches leading to their yards and storehouse, of stone cottages with their gardens, of the towns with their narrow streets and flights of steps, of the harbours with their massive quaysides, and the villages with their grey houses and their gardens: of acres of glasshouses flashing in the sun, and of the little fields with the tethered cattle grazing in them, or being made ready for the early potatoes or tomatoes. At times you imagine you can almost hear “in the deep heart’s core” the ceaseless murmur of the sea, the cry of the gulls, and the sound of church bells…’ (Excerpt from the Broadcast Service for the Occupied Channel Islander held at St Martin-in-the Fields, London)

John Dalmau testifying on war crimes in Alderney during the occupation:

The news of any heavy bombing of German towns was the occasion for a ‘dance’. Organised by the SS, the ‘dance’ consisted of gathering fifty or more political prisoners or Jews and making them jump, firing bullets at their feet. When one was hit and fell, another bullet, this one in the head, finished him off. This frightful affair continued until the last man fell.

(Frederick Cohen, The Jews of the Channel Islands During the German Occupation)
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