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  Foreword



Welcome to the World of GKP’s Lost Treasure Series
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Dear Reader,




Welcome to Grant Kelly Publications’ Lost Treasure series, where forgotten legends and historical enigmas await! We’re thrilled to have you join us on this quest through the shadows of history. There’s something captivating about chasing the stories of vanished artifacts, hidden riches, and mysteries that have fascinated humanity for centuries.




At GKP, we’re passionate about crafting stories that ignite your imagination and immerse you in the secrets of the past. Each book in this series blends detailed historical research with adventurous narrative to bring these lost treasures vividly to life.




Thank you for embarking on this journey with us. If you enjoy this volume, we would greatly appreciate it if you could leave a review. Your feedback helps us grow, inspires others to discover these stories, and ensures we can continue exploring the world’s most intriguing lost treasures together.




Happy reading,




The GKP Team







  Preface



Welcome to the Third Volume of GKP Lost Treasure Series

Illustrated Edition
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This special edition brings together four riveting stories from the GKP Lost Treasure series, now enhanced with vivid illustrations that enrich the storytelling experience. Each story remains true to its original form but is now paired with striking visuals designed to pull you deeper into the mysteries. Whether you’ve read these tales before or are encountering them for the first time, this illustrated collection offers a fresh, immersive way to experience the secrets within.




At GKP, we strive to delight every history and mystery enthusiast. Some readers crave concise, powerful stories, while others love collectible editions that immerse them further. This illustrated collection balances both, offering mid-length volumes paired with atmospheric artwork to magnify the thrill of each story.




In this volume, you’ll explore four legendary mysteries: Sappho’s Missing Poems, lost verses from one of antiquity’s greatest poets; The Mystery of the Copper Scroll, a cryptic treasure map buried in the Judean Desert; The Lost Crown Jewels of Ireland, royal regalia stolen in an audacious heist; and The Lost Library of the Moscow Tsars, a vanished collection that once held secrets of empires.




Each of these stories fuses history with speculative adventure to create an experience that will keep you turning the pages. The accompanying illustrations invite you deeper, capturing the wonder and secrets of each treasure.
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This Illustrated Edition marks an exciting step forward for the Lost Treasure series as we continue to experiment with ways to share these captivating stories. With plans for additional illustrated volumes, audiobooks, and more special releases, we’re dedicated to expanding this universe of historical mystery.




Thank you for joining us on this journey. Whether you’re a long-time GKP fan or a new explorer, we hope this volume sparks your imagination and leaves you eager for more.






I

Sappho’s Missing Poems

Series 1 - Book 9
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  A Poetess for the Ages

  
  







In the ancient world, Sappho was renowned as one of the greatest poets ever to grace the shores of Greece. She was a lyrical genius, celebrated for her verses that captured the intensity of human emotion, particularly love, longing, and beauty. Born around 630 BCE on the island of Lesbos, Sappho’s poetry was praised across the Mediterranean, and she was often called the “Tenth Muse” by admirers who revered her as much as the gods themselves.




Her works were sung and recited in public and private gatherings, echoing through Greek temples and homes. At the height of her fame, Sappho’s poetry would have been known by heart, copied onto papyrus, and passed from generation to generation. Yet today, only fragments of her work remain, tiny shreds of her once vast and influential poetic corpus.




What happened to the rest of her poetry? How did the world lose the works of one of history’s greatest voices? And more tantalizingly, could those missing poems still exist, buried in a forgotten library or sealed within an ancient crypt, waiting to be rediscovered?
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In this book, we embark on an epic journey to uncover the lost works of Sappho, tracing her legacy from the vibrant culture of ancient Greece to the far reaches of modern archaeology. Along the way, we’ll explore how her poems disappeared, delve into the exciting rediscoveries of her fragments, and investigate the ongoing search to find the rest of her masterpieces. It’s a journey through history, mystery, and timeless art, and you’re about to embark on it with us.
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  The Lyric Voice of Lesbos

  
  




Sappho was born into a world of immense cultural flowering. The island of Lesbos, where she lived most of her life, was not just a small dot on the map of ancient Greece; it was a hub of art, music, and intellectual exchange. Greek society prized poetry as one of the highest forms of expression, and Sappho quickly rose to prominence, distinguishing herself with her vivid, intimate style.




Unlike Homer’s grand epics of war and heroism, Sappho’s poetry focused on personal, emotional experiences. Her poems were concise and lyrical, often composed to be accompanied by the music of the lyre. She wrote about love in all its forms, the thrill of infatuation, the bittersweet pang of unrequited desire, the bond between friends, and the sorrow of loss.




Her work was also revolutionary in its celebration of the inner lives of women. At a time when most written works were by and about men, Sappho gave voice to the experiences of women, exploring themes of female friendship, romantic love between women, and the daily joys and heartaches of life. This has led to her association with female homoeroticism, and the term “lesbian” derives from her home island of Lesbos.
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Sappho’s poetry was revered during her lifetime, and for centuries after. Greek philosopher Plato hailed her as a muse, and Roman poets like Catullus were inspired by her work. Libraries across the ancient world housed collections of her poems, and it’s believed that as many as nine books of her poetry existed at one point in time.






















Yet, despite her incredible fame and the high regard in which her poetry was held, most of her work vanished over the centuries. How could the writings of such a monumental figure in Western culture disappear almost entirely?




The mystery of Sappho’s missing poems begins with the shifting tides of history, and the vulnerable state of texts in the ancient world.
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