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December 1 - Boyd Ranch

This is the final story of the people of Hope. The Girls of Summer and Men of Hope find their Christmas exciting and suspenseful this year.

Three weeks before Christmas, Zack Boyd, President of Mountain Security and Investigations, gets a call from his wife Dani. Dani is preparing for the annual Christmas party and is in need of some help from the men of MSI.  Zack, of course, has his men go out to the ranch to see what Dani needs help with.

Zack and Dani have been married for several years and have two wonderful kids, Zoey and Zack Jr, (Bubba). They live just outside the small town of Hope.

Hope is nestled in the Ouachita Mountains in Southeastern Oklahoma along the Mountain Fork River and Lake.

Zack and his brother Zeke started Mountain Security and Investigations when they moved to Hope and found the perfect location that sat near the Mountain Fork River.

Zack and Dani host the annual Christmas party at their ranch every year and no one wants to miss out on the excitement that always happens.

Dani asked that Zack and the men come out to the ranch and help with the final decorations. Normally, Zack would have said no, but they weren’t currently in the middle of any big investigations. 

Zack picked up his phone and dialed the intercom number, “Attention, our presents has been requested at The Ranch. Everyone load up and head out.”

Zack heard cheering from the back where the garage was. His men knew that helping at the Ranch meant finding some beer and food after they were done.

Zack went to Jess’ office, “Hey.”

“Dani already called me. Bella and I are getting the babies loaded up and we are heading out to help too.” Jess Walker was the office manager and married to JR Walker, one of the men on Zack’s crew.

“Sounds great, see you both there,” Zack gave her a wave and headed out to the garage to get in his gray Ford F-150 truck.

Bella Webber was also married to one of the MSI men, Vinny.

Vinny and JR came into the office to help their wives. Both ladies had babies earlier in the year and from time to time, they would bring in the babies to give Mrs. Timmons a break.

Mrs. Timmons seemed to be the only woman in town that could handle all the kids she watched. She kept all of the babies born to any of the MSI men and women.

Twenty minutes later, The Ranch drive looked like a used car lot with all the vehicles. It had been warm for a few days and it gave Dani the time she needed to get the Christmas decorating completed before the big Christmas dinner.

Dani had not only contacted the men, but she had contacted all the women she could get out to The Ranch.

Jess and Bella from MSI were there. All of S & C Consulting started showing up. Those that worked at the beauty shop had arrived, the only ones not there were Dr. Good, and the teachers that were still in school.

Dani instructed the men to make sure that all the decorations were up outside and put up according to her directions.

The women were inside decorating the house. This was one of the most favorite times of year for Dani.

When Dani met Zack she was being harassed by her ex-husband. Although, at the time, they didn’t know it was him.

The girls went on their annual summer trip to McCall Idaho and her ex-husband kidnapped her, beat her, and nearly killed her.

She almost didn’t give Zack a chance, even though they were already engaged. She nearly called off the wedding.

Dani’s brother-in-law came to talk to her, Stormy Watson. He convinced her to go to counseling and she did. Through the help of her friend Kathy Nichols, Dani was able to put her past behind her and marry Zack.

Dani was standing in the foyer of the great cabin they called home looking out over her friends and family. Everyone that she called came if they could. This group of people always rallied around each other and did their best to help.

The cabin smelt of pine and fire. Even though it had been somewhat warm, Dani wanted a fire to go with the decorating and hot chocolate.

The wreaths were hung on the door, over each window, and a large one above the mantle. She had wrapped green garland around the large tree trunk posts that flanked the breakfast bar. The breakfast bar sat in the back of the house and was large enough to seat six grown men. It separated the kitchen from the large great room. With the open concept, you could see everything from the foyer.

There was greenery lining the mantle over the fireplace with red ribbons tied sporadically throughout the greenery. She had placed red and white candles in various places throughout the entire downstairs. Even the guest bathroom had greenery, candles, and Christmas themed soaps.

The entire downstairs was decorated with greenery, red and white candles, red bows, cranberries in the wreaths, everything was gorgeous.

“Hey everyone, let’s get some food prepared for the men when they finish. They will be starving,” Dani suggested to all the women that had been helping her all morning.

“Dani, what are you and the kids going to do after Christmas this year?” Sam, her sister, asked.

“I don’t know yet. I guess it will depend on if Zack gets a job before the new year.”

Sam looked at her sister, “God, I hope they don’t get any jobs before the new year. I thought Zack didn’t take jobs until after the first?”

“Usually he doesn’t, but they have had so much down time since that last job, they really need to work.”

“That last one was a doozy. Drug trafficking across state lines, that was nuts,” Sam said.

“I know,” Dani agreed.

Chris Boyd walked up about the time Sam said drug trafficking, “I hate it when Zeke is gone so long on cases. That one was scary. I’m just glad he wasn’t hurt any worse than he was.”

“I agree,” Sam and Dani said at the same time.

Chris was married to Zeke, Zack’s brother, which made all the girls related, sorta.

Suzy Holland came into the conversation, “I’m glad they’ve had some down time. I’ve had Mitch home every night for weeks. It’s been great.”

“Yeah, it has been nice having Zack home,” Dani agreed.

“Why did we all have to marry men in the investigation business?” asked Jess. “Hell, I work there and still don’t always get to see JR.”

Bella walked over, “It’s hard when they are all out on a case, Vinny usually gets to stay home. Glad I married one of the tech guys.”

They all laughed.

Izzie Masters joined the lady’s conversation, “Yeah, Nick is usually home. Sometimes I wish he would get sent out, give me a break.”

They all laughed again. Nick wasn’t always the gentlemanly type.

Dawn Mitchell spoke up, “You should all have to work with them every day.”

More laughter.

“I bet that is hard to do. At least Jess and Bella are in the offices. You have to put up with all their macho stuff in the shop or on a case.”

“They really aren’t that bad. They also know that my big brother, Dane, would kick their asses if they mess with me.”

Laughter was rolling out the doors.

Jac Stands, Tay Michaels, and Abby Mitchell joined the rest of the ladies.

There was a knock on the door and Dani went to answer it. In walked some of the other ladies that had been working. Courtney Michaels, Becky Michaels, Mandy Baldwin, Amy Timmons, Vic Dalton, and Sissy Thompson.

“It’s about time you all showed up. We are finished with decorating now,” Chris popped off.

Vic looked at her, “High school juniors don’t understand when you’re gone to help decorate for Christmas.”

“Amen to that,” Amy laughed. “Neither do high school principals.”

The front door opened again, and Jan Thompson and Linda Jacobson walked in carrying a baby on each hip, with toddlers and bigger kids following along.

Jan was carrying Jeff, Tay and Seth’s son, and Lilly Jac and Josh’s daughter. They were still little and easy to handle.

Linda had Vivian and Ruby on each of her hips.

Both true grandmas with babies and kids all around them.

The kids that were following ran to their moms.

Dani picked up Bubba and hugged Zoey.

Chris grabbed Jake and gave him a huge hug.

Vic took Meghan as she toddled in and Max was hugging his mom’s leg.

Sophia toddled over to Izzie and grabbed her legs nearly knocking her over.

Steven and Jill came in and nearly tackled their moms, Suzy and Sam.

Linda passed Ruby to Abby, and Vivian to Bella.

Jan passed Jeff to Tay and Lilly to Jac.

Both grandmas collapsed on the sofa.

Everyone was laughing and the kids were running around having a great time when the men decided to come in.

Zack found Dani, “We finished outside babe.”

“Thank you so much. You guys have no idea how much help you’ve been.”

Zack kissed Dani then leaned back a little, “I love you.”

“I love you too. Can you get everyone’s attention for me?”

“Sure can,” Zack looked around the room at all the friends and family and shook his head. “We have some great friends don’t we?”

“Yes we do,” Dani replied.

Zack looked around again and in his Marine commander voice said, “Hey, everyone listen up. My wife has something to say.”

She looked at Zack with her eyes narrowed and her mouth slightly open in an O shape.

“What, you didn’t say you wanted me to tell them anything, just get their attention.”

The entire room roared with laughter.

Zack smiled, kissed Dani on the nose, then looked around the room, “Okay everyone. Listen up.”

Dani took over, “Thank you all so much for making this a wonderful day. I couldn’t have done all this by myself. The ladies have prepared some food and we want everyone to stick around for games later.”

Zack looked out at the crowd, “Does anyone have announcements? We might as well get them out of the way before Christmas this year.”

They all laughed.

Paul raised his hand, “Hey boss, I got something.”

“What’s up?”

Paul looked around and found Mandy and went to her, he got down on one knee, everyone gasped.

Paul swallowed hard, “Amanda Baldwin, I had not planned on doing this today. But since everyone is here I wanted to ask you a question.”

Mandy’s eyes filled with tears, her hands went to her mouth, as Paul pulled out a small blue box with a white ribbon on top.

“Mandy, I know it’s been fast, but I know I love you. I don’t want to spend another day without you being mine forever. Would you please marry me?”

Shouts from the back of the room, “Yeah, it’s about time little brother,” came the words from his oldest brother Seth.

Everyone laughed.

Mandy looked around at everyone and then back at Paul, “I never in my wildest dreams could have ever imagined finding the perfect man. You shocked and surprised me Paul Michaels.”

“Is that a yes babe?”

Mandy shook her head yes and the room erupted in cheers, laughter, and tears.

Paul stood, opened the box and took the gorgeous two caret princess cut diamond ring from the box. He then placed it on Mandy’s left ring finger.

“I love you Amanda, with all my heart.”

“I love you Paul, with all my heart.”

Paul reached behind her head and pulled her too him, kissing her soundly on the mouth.

Whoops and hollers came from everyone in the room. Clapping and cheering as the couple kissed in front of everyone.

Paul pulled back from Mandy slightly, “I hope this is okay. I couldn’t think of a better place or time to ask you to be mine forever.”

“It’s perfect. We are surrounded by our friends and family, it couldn’t have been more perfect. I love you so much.”

“I love you.”

The Michaels boys came up to Paul giving him a hard time about waiting so long.

Linda moved to Mandy with tears in her eyes, “Welcome to the family. I’m so very happy for you. And thank you.”

Mandy looked at her with curiosity, “For what?”

“For making my boy so happy. Now all four of my boys are with wonderful women,” Linda hugged Mandy.

All the ladies started gathering around her to see the ring.

Zack spoke up, “Hey everyone. Congratulations to the happy couple.”

Everyone started settling down a bit, “Are there any more announcements we need to know about?” Zack was looking around the room.

Marty looked at Amy and she shook her head.

“Boss,” Marty spoke up.

“Marty, what’s up?”

“I have a little announcement.”

“Okay, what’s going on?”

“Well,” he walked toward Amy, “Amy and I have something to tell everyone.”

Gasps came from all the women.

Amy laughed, “I know, I can keep secrets too.”

Marty took Amy’s hand, “Amy and I have been seeing each other for a while now.”

More gasps and smiles.

“We found out yesterday,” he squeezed her hand, “We are expecting.”

Oh my gosh, what, that’s wonderful, and other well wishes came from all around the room.

Amy was blushing, “I know some of you are shocked. It kinda came as a shock to me too. But, I love Marty and everything is going to work out as it is supposed to.”

Clapping ensued around the room and people were congratulating the new couple on their upcoming baby.

Zack smiled, “Damn man, you sure can keep a secret.”

“Yeah, I’m not the only one keeping secrets.”

The room hushed and no one was saying a word.

Zack looked at Marty, “Oh really? Who else in here is keeping a secret? Come on, we are all family here.”

Drake raised his hand.

“You’re shitten me?”

“No, actually I’ve been dating someone for over a year now. I met her when I first came to town.”

“Well, are you going to tell us who?”

Drake shrugged, “It’s up to her.”

The whole room started scanning for the single women. The only single ones left were Dawn and Sissy.

Dane spoke up, “Well, it’s not his sister's people.”

Sissy’s face turned six shades of red.

Drake stepped over to her, “I’m sorry babe, they were bound to find out sooner or later.”

“I know, I’m surprised we kept it a secret for as long as we did.”

Sissy Thompson worked for S & C Consulting firm as an IT specialist.

“How the hell did we not know you two were dating?” Chris asked.

“We’ve been very careful,” Sissy said.

“I guess so,” Sam agreed.

Sam and Chris started S & C Consulting when Dani opened her beauty shop. That was the same time Dani and Sam met Zack and Zeke.

Zack and Dani looked at each other and just smiled.

Zack calmed the crowd down one more time, “Okay, anyone else with some big news we need to know?”

Dawn stepped up and her brothers, Dane and Drake, both watched her as she went to Jace Thompson.

“Nows as good a time as any,” she looked at Jace.

Jace smiled, “Okay, if you say so.”

Dawn looked out at all the people in the room, “Jace and I have been seeing each other for a few months. It’s new, so don’t expect much.”

Jace smiled again, “But don’t rule us out either.”

“Right under my nose? How the hell?” Zack said and looked at Zeke.

Zeke shook his head and shrugged.

“Well I’ll be damned,” Zack said.

“Okay, anything else? Any more surprises?”

Everyone laughed and shook their heads.

“Then can we eat? I’m starving,” Zack smiled.

Everyone laughed and started nodding their heads.

“Good, let’s pray,” Zack said a short blessing over the food.

The line started and everyone was laughing, talking, and having a great time.

Christmas was just around the corner.

d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
GIRLS OF SUMMER & MEN OF HOPE
EPILOGUE

VI1C LEIGH






d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





