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About The Author

.

Arden Jean Kayser came to fiction the way most good things arrive — sideways and unplanned. A career that slowly squeezed out creativity led to storytelling as the obvious way to put it back in.

.

The first stories were verbal, made up, on-the-fly with his grandchildren – truly a demanding audience.  Attack of the Killer Moths — short, silly, written just for fun – was his first written piece. The second was a workplace spoof of an MRP software system that somehow morphed into a planet with three moons and unfamiliar fauna.

.

Arden writes across genres — crime fiction, science fiction, post-apocalyptic, children's — on the grounds that a good story doesn't much care what shelf it sits on. The only rule is that if it stops being fun to write, it stops being written.

.

Based in California. Easily distracted by fictional worlds that don't exist yet.
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By This Author

.

For All the Right Reasons: 
Instantaneous travel replaced all transport; 
what could go wrong?
.

Dependable Delivery Dude: 
Retired. Reliable. Routine. 
The Vegas job changed that!
.

Tunnelling In The Dark: 
Four seconds. No explosion, no debris, no signal. 
No space station.
.

Earth Colony Nine: 
Premeditated murder is rare. 
Two in one day is unheard of.
.
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My name is Garth D’Avon, I’m the Detective-in-Charge for First City. The Lead Detectives for the city center district and the six surrounding districts report to me.  Detectives mostly deal with fraud and theft, the uniformed police in each district are mostly concerned with keeping the peace; meaning they deal mostly with assaults.  Assaults become aggravated when a weapon of any sort is used – be it frying pan, metal bar, knife.  An assault that leads to a death becomes manslaughter, if aggravated then classed as murder and then my detectives become involved.  
A death caused when committing a crime is also murder as is, of course, a premediated killing.  
For all of E9 there are less than a dozen manslaughters and murders a year, most of the murders result from aggravated assaults. Premeditated murder is pretty rare. There have been years in a row where there have been none.  So, most all murders that are non-assault murders come through the commission of a crime, so it was a first, not just for First City, but for everywhere, when two premeditated murders were reported early on the same day; first shift, 57-406, midway through the 5th week of the 4th quarter.  
A detective would be assigned to an assault murder, a Lead Detective for commission murders, so when these premeditated murders were reported in the 4th district, that Lead Detective called me right away, not waiting for our regular weekly stand-up. I, in turn, called my boss, the First City Chief of Police and I’m sure he called the head of the Police Commission.  And he probably alerted the Police Chiefs in Southern and Middle Cities just in case we needed some support.  
The first murder victim had been stabbed in the stomach with a large knife, tearing open his abdomen, then had his throat cut.  There was no lack of blood at the crime scene, part way down a blind alley. Not only blood but also a large part of his intestines, ripped from of his body, were strewn around.  
The second murder was unusual. It was a 7-year-old child; she had been strangled in her bedroom. Just two unconnected murders, coincidental that they were on the same day.
It was this child murder that would attract the most attention and so I joined that team to observe the progress as the Chief of Police would be certainly wanting regular updates, pulling in a Lead Detective from the neighboring 3rd District to take charge, with a Detective from the 5th District to fill out the team. The Police Captain and Sergeants from the 3rd , 4th and 5th Districts assigned Police to help. With such unusual circumstances, within a couple of days I had the DICs from the other cities offering manpower; a training opportunity such as this was rare.  
The initial autopsies were not surprising, confirming murders through stabbing and strangling. Both murders had the same estimated time of death, early to mid-3rd shift on 405.  It would have been dark at that time of day. Another coincidence, same TOD. Not happy with these coincidences piling up. 
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It was the end 2nd shift on 57-406, not yet a full day since the murders and the Lead Detective gave me an update on the first murder.  The victim was someone with a record. He had previously worked at a warehouse and had been convicted of fraud and theft. At the time of his killing he was working as a driver, mostly moving items between central and smaller district warehouses. 
First off was that this was a personal murder in that the intestines had been pulled out by hand, not ripped out with the stabbing or just fallen out through the large gash. The crime scene was still being processed. It was careful work trying to find clues with all the blood and gore covering the ground. 
The killer would certainly have been covered in blood, so teams of police and detectives were out searching the trash bins and dumpsters for any bloodstained articles of clothing, looking down drains and alley ways too. Another team was collecting whatever video there was from cameras in the area. But this was not a commercial or industrial area, so cameras were mainly on corners to monitor traffic.  The Lead Detective was not expecting to find much and even that would be a few days coming.
The victim’s had been a clever fraud that had been going on for several years and took many months for detectives to unravel. Had he kept the level of fraud at his usual low level, he might never have been found out. Got greedy or got pushed to do more and that was his undoing. When ‘wastage’ on any tracked item gets above a particular amount, not only do the warehouse operators start looking at it, but the inventory system software automatically alerts detectives for possible fraud or theft.  And, unfortunately for him, those trigger amounts had been quietly lowered after complete wall-to-wall inventory counts were made on the previous Tally Day. 
So, our first thoughts were to look at those others involved in his previous conviction and also their associates. To that end a list of the victims past associates, work colleagues, plus family, and friends had been compiled; it was relatively large but assigned Police were sufficient to track down the people on the list, however the Lead Detective was asking for more detective manpower to do the interviewing. She got one detective from each of the 1st, 2nd, and 6th districts to augment her team, if she needed more than they would need to come from outside, Southern or Middle city detectives. She shook her head at that; the biggest city shouldn’t need outside manpower.  
I made a mental note bring up the need for more detectives as the city was growing beyond the planned Police size and crime rates growing faster than population. And not just Police and Detectives but also support staff and computer power.  The Police Captain probably was thinking the same; should together work on an expansion plan for the Chief of Police and Commission. 
I asked for another update at the same time tomorrow, but she said it would likely be briefer than this one. 
The first report from Lead Detective from the 3rd District, leading the child murder team, was similarly thin. As a child murder the initial suspects would be the parents or other relatives, then neighbors. It had not been possible to interview the parents, they were too distraught, but initial interviews had been done with a couple of the child’s aunts and uncles. No way they could believe that the parents or any other relatives could be responsible. Appointments to interview direct neighbors had been made for 3rd shift, when most of them were back home from work.  

We went together, me, the Lead Detective, driven over by some Police to interview the neighbors. We would ask them much the same questions and are expecting to hear similar answers which would give us background but not produce many leads to follow.  I was already working on a positive, but non-committal report for my Chief. 

The child’s bedroom was at ground level and looked out over the street; when facing the apartment building, the building entrance was to the right. There was a CIS team examining the front of the building was packing up as we arrived. 
I called over the team leader and asked for any initial findings.
Found anything? I asked.
He flicked through his note pad and turned it
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