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Dedication

			This book is dedicated to the memory of our Aunt Gwyn, Gwyneth Lilian (née Vanderpump) and her husband, who was Commander James Campbell Clouston, Canada’s Forgotten Hero and the subject of this book.

			Aunt Gwyn had an elder sister, Gracie, and the sisters Gracie and Gwyn, lived with their parents Lilian and Paul Vanderpump at Coltman’s—otherwise known as Coltman’s Farm—in Berkshire.

			[image: ]

			Gwyn, age 22 taken at her home, Coltman’s, in about 1928.

			Seven years later she was to marry Campbell Clouston.

			Gwyn was our aunt and godmother to my brother Brian. She passed away at the age of 96 on 13 September, 2002.

			[image: ]

			Taken by my father on 28 September, 1935, outside the Parish Church. This is a very small and ancient church dating from about 1300 in Waltham St. Lawrence, located at the north end of The Street. Gwyn was 29 and Campbell, 35.

			Who’s Who in the Wedding Photo (this is fine print and can be skipped).

			The Vanderpump girls, Gracie and Gwyn were friends of my parents in the interwar years, when they were all teenagers in England, long before I or my siblings were born. Aunt Gwyn was born on 31 May, 1906. Coltman’s farm, still there today and has become an artist’s studio. The connections between my mother’s family, the Porters of Enfield, and the Vanderpumps of Berkshire went back to the 1850’s.

			By the early 1920’s Gracie and Gwyn were among a large group of youngsters and friends that included my parents. On 29 August, 1935 my future parents received a formal wedding invitation from Gwyn’s parents, ‘Lil’ (Lilian, née Willan) and Paul Vanderpump. Paul was a solicitor for Robert Porter & Sons of Kings Cross, my mother’s family. Lil was godmother to my mum, Patty Porter, and so it went.

			“I left here at about 1 p.m. …” writes my father in his diary, “… and arrived at [the] little church…”. The date in his diary is Saturday 28 September, 1935. My future parents were at the wedding; they all had tea “… sitting at the high table “, he says; “… all ushers in very smart naval uniform … masses of naval chaps”.
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			The wedding notice as it appeared in The Times.

			The four little bridesmaids in the wedding photo belonged to two different, but closely related families. From left to right they are No.1 Jean Winifred Vernon, 9 and No.2 her sister Pamela Margaret Vernon, 10. Their mother was Margarita Grace Vernon (née Constantine), married to Reginald ‘Rex’ Thornycroft Vernon.

			Skipping the three adults in the middle, the other two little girls from left to right are No.3 Marion Loudon Constantine, 9 and her cousin, No.4 Joan Loudon Constantine, 10. They were each other’s cousins: Marion’s father was Robert Alfred Constantine, and Joan’s father was Robert’s brother William Whitesmith Constantine. So the Vernon sisters No.1 and No.2 are on the left, and cousins No.3 Marion and No.4 Joan Constantine are on the right—each other’s cousins.

			The Vernon girls’ mother was Margarita Grace Vernon (née Constantine), sister to brothers Robert Alfred Constantine and William Whitesmith Constantine. So, all four bridesmaids belonged to the same, ‘dynastic’ Constantine family that was involved in shipping, construction, finance and investment.

			- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

			There is no mention of any relative of Campbell’s having been at the wedding. Best man, Commander Hugh-Dairymple Smith was unrelated. Aunty Gwyn was one-quarter Constantine through her Grandmother Mary Ann Constantine who had married her grandfather John Willan, photo below.
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			Mary Ann Constantine and John Willan, probably taken at Christmas 1873.

			Baby is Lilian Grace Willan

			Aunty Gwyn and Campbell Clouston were to be married for only five years, as Campbell died at Dunkirk on 2 June 1940. During those five years they had one son, Dane Stewart Campbell Clouston; with a second on the way when Campbell died. He would be called Moray James Campbell Clouston. During the evacuation of Dunkirk, Gwyn, along with two-year-old Dane were apparently staying in Rogate, West Sussex, with Gwyn’s sister Gracie Bodkin and her husband Bill Bodkin at Beecher’s Croft cottage, and so this is how J.C. CLOUSTON came to be carved on the Rogate war memorial, under ANNO DNI 1939-1945. Grace and Bill Bodkin married on 17 July 1930:

			[image: ]

			The memorial to Campbell Clouston is at the entrance to St. Bartholomew’s Church in Rogate. Across the street and just down the road is Rogate Cemetery, where Aunty Gwyn, her sister Gracie and Gracie’s husband Bill Bodkin were all laid to rest. Turning to his native Canada, Campbell Clouston’s name is on the Westmount Cenotaph in Montreal, alongside that of his younger brother, Jack. For more see Chapter 20.
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About the Author

			When I was a little boy of about eight, in 1952, we children had just been taken to visit our cousins and larger family in England for six months and my mother told us a story about Aunty Gwyn. She told us that Aunty Gwyn’s husband had been in a boat that was bombed by the Germans, and that he’d ‘fallen into the sea.’ She said there was another boat nearby, but the other boat had gone off and nobody saved Aunty Gwyn’ s husband who had drowned. She told us that Aunty Gwyn was left on her own with two tiny babies and was very sad as the babies wouldn’t have a Daddy. We were horrified.

			My childhood imagination conjured up a picture of Aunty Gwyn—who for some reason, I saw sitting in the boat that departed, in a long white dress with two tiny babies, one in each arm, who also, for some reason, were in long white christening gowns—because in my little mind that was the only thing babies ever wore. My Mum was upset when she told us the story, and for some reason the image of the boat leaving him in the sea has stayed with me ever since! Why wouldn’t he have been saved? It made no sense.

			Fast forward sixty-five years. In 2017, while watching the news I saw a dedication ceremony at Lachine, Quebec, sponsored by Parks Canada. A smart military band played, speeches were delivered, a cannon fired, and a plaque was unveiled dedicated to the memory of Campbell Clouston. Somewhere Gwyn Clouston’s name was mentioned and standing there were Campbell’s second son Moray, his wife Margaret and their nephew Milo, Dane’s son, all grown up. Gwyn is a very unusual name these days, and I remembered that as little kids we’d had an ‘Aunty Gwyn’. She had been my brother’s godmother, and she had also been at my sister’s wedding in 1971, in St. James, Picadilly. Could my mum’s sad story about Aunty Gwyn all those years ago, have had anything to do with the ceremony in Lachine? Yes, it did. I gradually figured out who they all were and that is when the research started. Given that there is nothing to be found anywhere on the Web—or, as I soon found out, in the ‘records’ or anywhere else—I thought I had better get on with finding out what had actually happened to Aunty Gwyn’s husband, and why ‘the other boat’ had gone off and why on earth Aunty Gwyn’s husband had been left to drown.

			As for my own background, it’s quite boring. I went St. Andrew’s Scots School in Argentina, then to McGill for five years, following which I lived in England for eight years and went to the University of London and the Royal London Hospital where I became a doctor. In 1978 I returned to Canada and joined the University of Toronto to continue my training.

			More recently I have taught Medical Research for many years and trained some 200, mostly international doctors on how to design and conduct the different forms of Clinical Research in this country and abroad.

			



	

Suggestions on How to Read This Book

			The chapters in this book can be read in any order, front to back or in sections and so on. It has been laid out in five sections that follow the course the research took and the sequence of discoveries as they were made. The first four sections make up 20 Chapters and the fifth section consists of 12 Appendixes.

			Chapters 1 to 10 are about the background, finding and collecting archived reports, connecting the dots and making surprising discoveries. Chapters 11 to 17 deal with more reports, private family letters, surprising outcomes, initial conclusions and the coverup. In the third section, Chapters 18 and 19, review and validate numbers of troops evacuated, and look at the additional numbers of troops that Clouston might have evacuated had he lived. Finally, Chapter 20 deals with the three blunders that affected evacuation from the Mole, more debunking, with how Clouston was to be denied when the time came. The reader may arrive at his/her own conclusions. Memorials in England and Canada are visited. In closing, a request is made to the Government of Canada to do the right thing and acknowledge Campbell Clouston as one of this country’s outstanding men, of our values and of our ongoing commitment to Democracy.

			The 20 Chapters are followed by the fifth section consisting of 12 Appendixes. The Appendixes take a close look at the history of the Cloustons in Canada and include Clouston Family Trees. Campbell Clouston’s lengthy career in the Royal Navy is laid out, along with his multiple voyages to his home in Quebec. Complete, original reports, sourced articles, references and books are listed; including examples of the various ways in which specific reports were manipulated. Appendix 9 compares Wake-Walker’s bizarre, inconsistent reports to each other. The last two Appendixes, 11 and 12 deal with the development of the Air-Sea Rescue Service and with Corporal Leslie Flower of the Royal Air Force, whose accounts were central to the facts about Clouston’s demise and to the findings in this book.

			There is a detailed Table of Contents (next) and no Index at the back.
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Foreword

			This book lays out the research on what happened to Campbell Clouston, a Canadian in the Royal Navy who along with a contingent of thirty-five men had volunteered to help organise the evacuation of 300,000 British troops from Dunkirk. The review starts by revisiting the events and steps that led up to the evacuation. Unknown documents and letters among other things, describe how Clouston had developed unique skills; skills he had picked up as a young lad thanks to his familiarity with the pier at Quebec’s Pointe-Claire Yacht Club, which was, in a sense, a precursor that was to foreshadow and prepare him for the Mole. His hands-on experience with mooring and casting off vessels, big and small, in fine and foul weather, and with regattas on Lake St. Louis had charged him with the ability to carry out his demanding tasks—when the time came—saving lives with immense courage and success.

			Other, never-before-seen documents and letters uncover unyielding issues that emerged and promptly led to his demise.

			But who exactly was Campbell Clouston? And who were Bertram Ramsay, and James Somerville, and Michael Goodenough? Who were Sir Dudley Pound and General Alexander in 1940? How consequential were these officers and what were the parts played by Bill Tennant, Frederic Wake-Walker, Leslie Flower, Roger Wake and Martin Solomon? Why were they important and what more can now be revealed? Why were Captains Eric Bush and Edward Conder so effective? It’s time to disclose the crucial roles these men played and tell the truth about the demise of the Pier Master.

			Clouston’s pivotal role in the evacuation of some 167,000 troops is beyond dispute. Still, his actions are worth reviewing so as to discover the fraught situation he got caught up in, which was to cost him his life. He was—through no fault of his own—found to be in the way, and for not one but two different reasons. First, the Admiralty had suddenly banned ships from going anywhere near Dunkirk during daylight hours, and no ships meant Clouston would equally suddenly, have nothing to do all day. How was he supposed to proceed? He wasn’t. He was ferreted back to England in the wee hours of Sunday morning in order to avoid a confrontation with the French, who never did understand why the evacuation hadn’t gone on all day. The official statement that he’d gone back for a meal, a shower and a rest—is untrue.

			The second, perhaps greater, problem stemmed from Cabinet’s decision that there was to be a Miracle of Deliverance, and that it was to be all about drama on the Beaches and not about the Mole. Yet this extraordinary man, Clouston, had been key to lifting the lion’s share of troops from the Mole and was quite prepared to carry on. But how was he supposed to fit in to Cabinet’s freshly prescribed Miracle? Again, he wasn’t.

			Yet within a few hours of being ferreted back to England, Dynamo put him in command of the hastily assembled Special Mission and sent him back to Dunkirk. He and thirty-five volunteers were dispatched in broad daylight into a flat calm sea, under a clear sky that was swarming with Stukas. Clouston’s boat was promptly attacked and sunk, and he and sixteen of his crew, all uninjured by the way, were left to drown. A cover-up followed, trailed by a whitewash. The Mission’s scanty preparation and lack of essential equipment were—by today’s standards—appalling. Both things challenge one’s credulity, as do the reckless, harebrained details of events as they played out. Indecision was followed by ineffectiveness, and by inaction. Traditions were dispensed with and responsibilities muddled, and when the time came for rescue, Dynamo looked the other way. The question is why.

			



	

Campbell Clouston’s Diary

			Campbell carried a pocket diary of sorts in which he jotted down the dates that he’d started or ended different courses or was assigned to particular ships during his training, or, after 1937 his actions as Commander on his destroyer HMS Isis.

			Clouston and Isis had started service with the 3rd Destroyer Flotilla in the Mediterranean, and initially been involved in Convoy Defence in the Southwest and Western approaches, including the broader Atlantic convoys. On 4 January HMS Isis in company with HMS Faulknor escorted the Battleship Nelson, fleet flagship at the time, to Portsmouth for repairs on 4 January 1940, after she had famously been severely damaged by a magnetic mine in December 1939.

			In the course of the Norway campaign, in April 1940 HMS Isis and Campbell had engaged a shore battery during her convoy work there. However, after hitting an uncharted rock on 23 May Isis had to be towed back to Falmouth for repairs. With his ship in dock being repaired Campbell volunteered to go over and assist at Dunkirk, so he signed up and went across with the original embarkation party on 27 May, 1940.

			Overall, the diary provides a rather sketchy account of his training and career in the Royal Navy. To no great surprise there is nothing on Operation Dynamo in it that adds to the discoveries made in this research. Operation Dynamo consumed the last few days of his life, and then again, he wouldn’t have known about the background issues and machinations described below. Except for an initial page or two, where he records his first days in England, his diary per se will not be discussed further.

			Clouston’s career is otherwise outlined in some detail in APPENDIX 2, which see.

			



	

CHAPTER 1

			Who was Campbell Clouston, and Who was Roger Wake?

			[image: ]

			Commander Campbell Clouston, RN    Sub-Lieutenant Roger Wake, RN

			Commander Clouston’s full name was James Campbell Clouston, abbreviated everywhere as J. C. Clouston. At the age of thirty-nine, he was appointed SNO and tasked with overall command of the fateful, two-boat Special Mission of 2 June 1940. He was at the same time in command of lead boat, No. 243. The second boat, No. 270, had been put in command of twenty-one-year-old Roger Wake. As a young Sub-Lieutenant, Wake was about half Clouston’s age. Both their stories must be told. First is the story of Campbell Clouston, who lost his life; Roger Wake survived, and his story will follow.

			1.1 Campbell Clouston

			Campbell Clouston was named James after his grandfather James Stewart Clouston, who was born 13 August 1826 and was the first Clouston to come to Canada, forty years before Confederation. There was also an uncle called James, but who died as a child. Campbell never used his first name and preferred to be known as Campbell, which was his mother’s maiden name.

			The first thing to do is to review briefly who he was, his childhood and early years in Canada, and then his going to England at the young age of 17 to join the Royal Navy.

			As for background, it is equally important to view Campbell in a wider context. The Clouston family had arrived in Canada before Confederation. Campbell’s famous—eldest—uncle was Sir Edward Clouston, about whom a lot is known and will not be reviewed here. Leading Canadian actor Christopher Plummer and acclaimed Classical pianist Janina Fialowska were other Clouston relatives.

			1.2 Campbell Clouston’s Career from 1917 to 1940

			The purpose of this book is to lay out the results of research into the Political machinations and Military events that culminated in Campbell Clouston’s sudden and never-resolved demise. This is a rendering of accounts: it is not intended as a biography, nor as a historical novel or any kind of novel, and not in any way dramatized. Campbell Clouston is the subject of this book because by tracing decisions and events that, one way or another, influenced or had a bearing on him, we will discover and follow a thread of truthfulness that runs through Dunkirk, which will shed light on why and when he died. The focus here is on Dunkirk and especially on the fateful Sunday, 2 June 1940, when he lost his life.

			Campbell was a Canadian, who’d been born and grew up in Westmount. He attended Selwyn House School1, an English language boys’ school in Westmount, Montreal. He then went to Lower Canada College, also a private English language boys’ school in downtown Montreal. As a lad, he spent summer days on boats and sailing dinghies at the Pointe-Claire Yacht Club (P.C.Y.C.), where he raced sailboats on Lac St. Louis. He took part in regattas. His name is recorded as having won the Challenge Cup in 1913, when he was 13.

			It is important to note that there was a 600-ft. pier by the Clubhouse that jutted out into the lake where sailboats and dinghies would come and go, some of them quite large. See pictures below.

			[image: ]

			Old photo showing the P.C.Y.C. pier, where Clouston played and learnt to sail as a lad. The clubhouse is on the far side in the crook of the elbow (arrow). This little pier was to foreshadow the pier at Dunkirk.
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			Old map of the P.C.Y.C. showing the pier and filled-in bay area (arrow at bottom: THIS BAY AREA HAS ALL BEEN FILLED IN) which is now a park. Also see Willow Brook House, the cross-shaped building, (top right) where young Campbell and the Clouston family spent their summer months. The house was on the large lot, number 94 that had belonged to one George McKinnon.

			[image: ]

			Current aerial photo from the other side showing the filled in area outlined by a dotted line. Old original clubhouse is half way down the pier.

			The connection is clear between the P.C.Y.C. pier that he knew as a lad and the pier at Dunkirk. The P.C.Y.C. was where, from an early age, he became familiar with the movements of boats on water, the dynamics and techniques of getting them tied up, and the effects of wind. Once in England and whenever a few weeks of time allowed, he would return to spend summer days at the P.C.Y.C.

			Clouston was thirty-nine in the summer of 1940, nine months after the declaration of war in September 1939. By May 1940, he would again be on a pier. This time, it was twice as long and more dangerous 1600-foot Mole that stuck out into the blustery sea at Dunkirk.

			The P.C.Y.C. pier of his teenage years, formerly known as the Grand Trunk Railway (GTR) Pier, had been built of massive limestone blocks laid end to end, which had been carved from a ridge in what is now the Beaconsfield Golf Club, half a mile inland. It is exactly the same today. The pier goes out into the lake for about eight hundred feet as the pictures above show; its original purpose had been to provide a platform for wheeling large stone blocks down from the quarry and out along the pier where they were hoisted onto barges. The barges were then towed to the construction site for assembling the footings of the old Victoria Bridge, which connects the Island of Montreal to the mainland to the south.
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			Willowbank, also known as Willow Bank, was the Clouston’s summer home. The house had a long and varied history, sometimes full of visitors and sometimes rented, and was eventually demolished to make way for a water filtration plant, which stands there today in 2023. The old house shows a symmetrical, formal English Victorian style with added rooms on the sides; on the left still under construction. Equally symmetrical circular gravel path and front garden with the customary benches, usually a lamp or a sundial in the middle and fences to keep the deer out. Note a servant standing to the right of the front door.

			Clouston’s parents were from Lachine and are buried there. His grandfather, James Stewart Clouston, was the chief trader for the Hudson’s Bay Company’s Lachine post, described later. Family trees have been drawn up and are in APPENDIX 1.

			1.3 Off to England

			Campbell attended McGill University briefly. After studying engineering for a while, he volunteered at the age of 17 to join Britain’s Royal Navy, hoping to take part in the Great War—this being the autumn of 1918. Arriving in England, he apparently intended to sign up for the cadet training course, but for some reason he didn’t start and was shortly—by January 1919—back in Quebec.

			He soon returned to England, however, and signed up next year for the Special Entry course at the Royal Naval Engineering College at Keyham in Plymouth, where he spent his initial three years as a cadet. More on his career in APPENDIX 2. It turned out that the Great War was over before he’d started his first year. Records show that he returned to visit his home in Quebec about ten times during his lengthy career.
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			Off to England. Campbell pictured with his father, William S. Clouston, most likely before leaving for England for the first time in 1918, or possibly before going back again in 1919.

			1.4 Posted to Ships

			His posting to ships is now known in detail. He was appointed as a midshipman to his first ship in the summer of 1920, —the battleship HMS Valiant, in the photograph below. A midshipman is essentially a cadet in training.
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			The battleship H.M.S. Valiant at Malta. Equipped with eight massive 15-inch Mk I guns, in four twin-gun turrets, two fore and two aft. Valiant belonged to the Queen Elizabeth Class.

			In 1923, he joined HMS President, formerly HMS Saxifrage, which was employed by the Royal Navy Reserve as a permanently docked gunnery drill ship attached to the land-based Royal Naval College at Greenwich. He was then appointed to the destroyers HMS Montrose and HMS Broke, both of the Mediterranean fleet. He returned to Quebec in the summer of 1925.

			By the Fall of 1925, he was back in England, having rejoined HMS Excellent at the Greenwich Gunnery School; he also spent time on land as well as posted to other ships. During these early years, Clouston was very likely aware that, as a ‘Colonial’—as he says—he would have to be seen as doing more than his RN counterparts, in order to prove his worth as an eventual Commanding Officer with his own ship. He would have known very well, that one way of getting ahead was to continue his career as a Gunnery Officer. Gunnery Officers were regarded and acknowledged for their discipline and committed service.

			At this point, it should be explained that, in addition to their training as Executive Officers, Royal Navy officers often decided to specialise in one particular discipline, for example, navigation, gunnery, anti-submarine warfare or hydrography. Officers of all specialities retained the same ranks in the Navy and held equal seniority. All would have done duty as Officers of the Watch on the bridge of their ships, while also carrying out their specialised duties. Coincidentally, both Campbell Clouston and Roger Wake, the two Navy officers in charge of getting the seaplane tenders across to Dunkirk on 2 June, had been trained as Gunnery Officers at Portsmouth, albeit twenty years apart.

			Campbell left Greenwich in mid-1927 to join the more specialised Naval Gunnery School at HMS Excellent ashore in Portsmouth. He was awarded the Goodenough Medal2 and the Commander Egerton Prize in recognition of his excellent gunnery scores. No doubt chuffed by his initial success; he went on to specialise for the next few years as a Gunnery Officer.

			He served as Gunnery Officer on the light cruiser HMS Capetown on the America and West Indies Station and on HMS Delhi, based at Portsmouth, being promoted to Lieutenant Commander on 18 June 1930. He also served on battleships HMS Nelson and HMS Revenge.

			By June 1930, he had eight years of seniority as a Lieutenant, and was promoted next to the rank of Lieutenant Commander, according to the 1914 Regulations of the Naval Service. On 31 December 1934, after another four and a half years as Lieutenant Commander, he was promoted to full Commander, Royal Navy.

			The rank of Commander is one rank below Captain. As a Commander, an officer might be the Executive Officer (or second in command) of a capital ship (battleship, aircraft carrier) or a cruiser, or the captain of a smaller vessel such as a destroyer or a frigate. He would also most likely have found himself to be shore-based as part of his career. On 29 May 1937, Commander Clouston was appointed to command the then-new destroyer HMS Isis, launched on 12 December 1936. Isis was to be based at Malta. His appointment took effect on 2 June 1937, so after 15 years, the Canadian lad from Lachine finally had his own ship!

			1.5 Aviators’ License

			In February 1935, Campbell Clouston went on to obtain his civil aviators’ license at the London Aero Club. This is mentioned as an additional example of his extraordinary skills.

			He trained on a … “B.2 Trainer Gipsy III”; however, this aircraft was more likely the de Havilland DH.82 Tiger Moth. The DH.82 was a 1930s British biplane designed by Geoffrey de Havilland and built by the de Havilland Aircraft Company. It was operated by the RAF as a two-seat primary trainer aircraft which had a 120 hp Gipsy III piston engine. In addition to the type’s principal use for initial training, the Second World War had RAF Tiger Moths operating in other capacities, including maritime surveillance and defensive anti-invasion preparations; some aircraft were even outfitted to function as armed light bombers. His certificate is below.

			For more information on Campbell Clouston, his background, the original Clouston Family in Canada and his relations in Old Montreal, including the Boisbriant estate, etc.
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			Copy of Campbell’s Aviators’ Certificate. He still gave his address as the Bank of Montreal in London. By 22 February 1935, he had been a Royal Navy Commander for less than two months, having been appointed on 31 December 1934.

			1.6 Finally, his own HMS Isis

			So back to 29 May 1937. After twenty years in the Navy, Campbell was appointed Commander of his own Destroyer, HMS Isis, call sign D87. See pictures of Isis at Malta below. Single big 4.7 in (120 mm) guns, one to a turret, in two turrets fore and two turrets aft.

			The lower photograph shows—in two times five—ten, twenty-one-inch (533 mm) torpedo tubes on the main deck, these were the latest thing. Swivelling torpedo racks that could quickly swing around and take aim without having to realign the whole ship. Also visible are the older-style depth charge launchers pointing to the rear. Two tall funnels were done away with in later destroyers as cleaner oil-burning turbines replaced coal-fired ones. Perhaps six or seven officers are just visible on the bridge.
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			Clouston’s HMS Isis at Malta, call sign D87.
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			HMS Isis was assigned to the Mediterranean Fleet and based at Malta. Campbell Clouston may well have been on board here as her Commander when these pictures were taken. Battlecruiser HMS Hood—the mighty Hood—is in the background. Some smaller boats, tenders and barges have been digitally removed to show a cleaner image.

			1.7 The Royal Naval Colleges

			To be clear, there were two Royal Naval Colleges (RNCs) at the time, one in Canada and the much older, ‘parent college’ in England. There was, in addition a third, separate, Royal Naval Engineering College at Keyham. The Royal Naval College of Canada was fairly short-lived, but both the Colleges in England had, and still have, lengthy, traditional histories and continue to provide training for different careers in the Navy. However, the Canadian College and the two British Colleges were similar in that all three prepared and trained cadets for careers in the British Royal Navy.

			1.7.1 The Royal Naval College of Canada (1911 – 1922)

			An account from Quebec states that Campbell had been ‘unable to gain admission’ to the Royal Naval College of Canada, whatever that means, but here is some history:

			The Royal Naval College of Canada (R.N.C.C.) was established in 1910 by the Department of the Naval Service after the formation of the Royal Canadian Navy (R.C.N.). The college was active from 1911 to 1922, during which time some 150 students graduated. It had been placed under the auspices of the Minister of Naval Service (and of Marine and Fisheries) and was controlled by the Director of the Naval Service, Rear-Admiral Charles Kingsmill.

			The college’s initial mandate was to train a new generation of Canadian naval officers for the Royal Canadian Navy; however, the college was closed in 1922 due to declining numbers and budget cuts. Campbell Clouston would have been aware of the college’s decline at precisely the time he wanted to join, as a result of which he most likely decided to go off to England instead; see R.N.E.C. and B.R.N.C. below.

			At the time, the Royal Canadian Navy did not have large ships of its own other than the older HMCS Niobe and HMCS Rainbow, both pictured below. Cadet trainees in Canada followed a course of study that would qualify them for eventual service on modern British warships. So, as the Canadian R.N.C. was about to close down, Campbell would have wondered, why not go to England and directly join a British Naval College? He was also a little on the old side, going on for eighteen, as apparently the course in Canada had been designed for youngsters starting between the ages of fourteen and sixteen. Graduating Canadian midshipmen were required to serve approximately one year of ‘big ship duty’ as part of their training.
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			HMCS Niobe built in 1897. She served in the Boer War and was then given to Canada as the second ship of the newly created Naval Service of Canada. The first ship Britain donated to Canada was the older HMCS Rainbow, pictured below, built in 1891.
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			HMCS Rainbow, built in 1891

			1.7.2 The Royal Naval Engineering College – 1880-1910 and 1913-1958

			Campbell Clouston was admitted to the British Royal Naval Engineering College (R.N.E.C.) under the accelerated and somewhat relaxed Special Entry provisions explained below. Under normal, peacetime conditions, Keyham only trained naval engineers. He refers to the college as ‘Keyham’ and calls it ‘his college.’ Having started studying engineering at McGill, he likely thought it made sense to transfer to an engineering college and continue his training at Keyham.

			1.7.3 History

			The Keyham RNEC was a specialised establishment for the training of Royal Navy Engineers, founded as Keyham College in 1880. New buildings were opened in Manadon, Devon, in 1940, and the old college site at Keyham closed in 1958.

			Construction originally started in February 1879, at a cost of £30,000 and opened in July 1880 as Training Schools for Engineer Students. It was located on the dockside in the Keyham suburb of Plymouth, replacing the hulk of HMS Marlborough which had been used as accommodation for engineering students since 1877. Students spent five years living at the college and being trained in workshops around the dockyard before spending a further two years at Greenwich College, and then being assigned to ships as Junior Engineer Officers.

			RNEC Keyham originally only contained accommodation, but additional buildings were built later containing lecture theatres, a laboratory and a gymnasium, which was subsequently converted into a test engineering shop. The buildings were connected by a bridge. Over the next few years more workshops were added, as was a covered parade ground. An extension to provide accommodation for an additional 50 students was built in 1895–1897.

			The new Selborne-Fisher scheme of 1903 meant that both careers, engineering and deck officers, received the same basic training and led to the closure of the college in 1910. However, it reopened in July 1913, and the following year, on the outbreak of WW1, the students were sent off to serve on warships. The college was turned over to Special Entry cadet training, which happened to be good timing for young Campbell. It was the College, if not exactly the program that Clouston had set his sights on. Entrance requirements for the Special Entry course were somewhat relaxed, as there was a need to push cadets through as quickly as possible. The Special Entry streams were launched simultaneously at the RNEC and at the BRNC. Prospective entrants at either college had to take the same knowledge-based admissions tests to meet the same minimum academic levels, and they then underwent mental and physical tests provided by the Admiralty Interview Board. The Admiralty’s tests included a number of challenges to do with alertness, motivation, reasoning etc., as well as a basic physical fitness test and a medical examination. Special Entry Officer cadets, as they were known, until passing out—graduating—from the colleges, could join between the ages of eighteen and thirty-nine, so Campbell was just the right age, in the right place and at the right time.

			After the war, the Special Entry cadet training programs were ended and the RNEC went back to only training engineers, while Brittania (BRNC) went back to its previous cadet training. At the time, admission testing and preliminary evaluation at the Admiralty would have been the same for the RNEC and for the BRNC. Given that Campbell was already 18, he was probably able to move ahead quite quickly.

			1.7.4 The Brittania Royal Naval College, Dartmouth, Devon.

			Brittania Royal Naval College (B.R.N.C.), officially known as HMS Dartmouth—or simply as ‘Dartmouth’—has been the Royal Navy’s officer training and education establishment since 1863. Dartmouth is where initial training has been undertaken for both the Royal Navy and a number of overseas Navies for decades.

			Training originally took place on board obsolete naval vessels moored in the harbour, but in 1905, a purpose-built academy, placed on a hill overlooking Dartmouth Harbour was opened and is still in use.

			Prospective cadet entrants were required to meet minimum academic levels and then proceeded to mental and physical testing by the Admiralty Interview Board as described above. In peacetime, the tests would have been quite different and perhaps more stringent, but the simultaneous launch of the Special Entry streams at the RNEC and BRNC had made them one and the same, and being wartime, somewhat more relaxed and shorter.

			In peacetime, cadets in the standard programme now known as Midshipmen, undertook all initial officer training with the first year being spent at the College and the second year at sea with the fleet as Midshipmen. Thereafter engineers were sent to the Royal Naval Engineering College (RNEC above), Manadon (also in Devon) for two years, and others returned to Dartmouth as sub-lieutenants for a year of academic and practical training.

			As mentioned, in wartime the length of the initial training was inevitably foreshortened in order to allow Midshipmen to be posted as early as possible to the fleet for ongoing career training.

			Today’s officers normally join the BRNC after finishing university, but a century ago very few young men went on to university, and most joined the BRNC directly from school at the age of twelve or thirteen. A number of international and ‘colonial’ students were part of the student bodies at both colleges, and Campbell was among them at the RNEC.

			However, according to a couple of pages form his own diary, young Campbell took his entrance exams in the summer of 1918 at the age of 17 and either failed or took the wrong exams and, after a few months, was back in Canada ready to try again the following year.

			There are no entries in Campbell’s diary during what he called ‘a few months’ over July, August and September 1918 when he stayed on in England, perhaps in Birmingham with relatives. He hoped that he might be allowed to start his cadet training in October that year, but it didn’t work out, and Campbell was back in Quebec by midwinter 1918-1919 where he remained for six months. In the summer of 1919, he returned to England and started his training in earnest, in preparation for the Special Entry intake at the RNEC that fall.

			1.8 Controversies and Perceptions

			Campbell Clouston may—somewhat unfortunately—have been seen by some of his Royal Navy superiors as a proverbial silver-spoon ‘Colonial’ lad from a wealthy Canadian banking (Molson Bank, Bank of Montreal) family—which of course he was. He typically gave his address as 6 Waterloo Place, which was the Head Office of the Bank of Montreal in London, no less. An address like that may not have gone unnoticed. Campbell writes in his diary, regarding his RNEC exams, “They know I am the only colonial; there is no need to tell them.” This is a pointed comment for him to have made, meaning that he must have felt he was treated differently, but which, many years later, may have been something that was to tinge the difficulties he got drawn into at Dunkirk.

			[image: ]

			Campbell’s ‘Home-Sweet-Home’

			Campbell Clouston gave his home address as the Head Office of the Bank of Montreal—pictured above—at 6 Waterloo Place. This at a time when many of his mates-in-training, including some of his superiors would have been lucky to have had a roof over their heads. This magnificent building subsequently became the Head Office for other Canadian banks, here displaying lettering of The Bank of Nova Scotia, barely visible on the side. Today it is a luxury Hotel.

			In addition to being a ‘colonial,’ he was likely perceived as being from a French part of the colonies.

			There was, at the time an ongoing friction between the British and French armed forces, and so Campbell may have been mildly suspect as being ‘one of them.’ He was otherwise perceived as something of a mild ‘outsider.’ This is explained in the following chapters. During his first few years as a
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TWO JUDGES AT A WEDDING
_._’——_

Sir Archibald Bodkin's Son
Married

Two Judges of the High Court and many
lawyers were present at the wedding
of Miss Grace Mary Vanderpump, elder
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Vanderpump, of
Coltman's, Waltham-Saint-Lawrence, Bérk-
shire, and Mr. Wm. Bodkin, eldest son of
Sir Archibald and Lady Bodkin, of. Sid-
mouth, Devonshire.

Sir Archibald Bodkin was until 1ecently
director of Public Prosecutions, and the
bride's father is also a lawyer and formearly
practised at Enfield.

Among the large attendance in the
Parish’ Church. which adjoins the bride's
home, were Mr. Justice Hawke, whose
daughter, -a bridesmaid, is half-cousin of
the bride, and Mx. Justice Humphreys.
The bridesmaids were Miss Gwyneth
Lillian Vanderpump, (sister of the bride), |
Miss Barbura Hawke, and Miss Dorotby
Willan.
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COMMANDER J. C. CLOUSTON
AND MISS G. L. VANDERPUMP.

| _ Commander James Campbell Clouston,

R.N.. the eldest son af the late Mr, W. S.
.Clouston. and of Mrs. Clouston. of
| Montreal. Canada. wa rried yvester-

day_ afternoon at the! Parish Church
jof Waltham St. Lawrence. Berkshire, to
1 Miss Gwyneth Vnnda;?ump, the younger
| daughter of Mr. and Mrs. P. G. {« v

pump. of Waltham St, Lawrence. Berkshire.
j. The Rev. F, D, Browne officlated. assisted
| by the Rev. Dr. Wadsworth, and Comman-

. dex Hugh Dalrymple-Smith was the Test
man and like the bridegroom wore full dress
uniform.

| _Miss Vanderpump wore a classical gown
of pearl coloured shirred crépe embossed
, With lines of panne velvet. The high neck-

L 1 line was draped into a cowl effect, while the
!long train of pearl coloured panne velvet

was draped from the shoulders, A bandeau

of twisted velvet and crépe held in place
ter veil of tulle, and she carried a sheaf of

.| Aram lilies tied with gold ribbon. Mrs.

E[ H. W. A. Bndkin, sister of the bride, acted

as matron of honour snd her dress of
the colour of ripe corn, held at the
W fn Th & twisted sash, Four little girls,
tcousins of the bride, in frocks of.pearl
cojoured tulle fashioned on Empire lines
. with sashes of gold lamé ribbon completed
Fl' the procession. They were Miss mela
* Vernon, Miss Joan Constantine. Miss Jean
t Vernon. and Aiss Marion Constantine, They
- all carried posiex of mixed coloured flawers,
i As the bride and bridegroom left the
- church for the reccption at Coltmans, Wal-
1 tham St. Lewrence. they passed between a
Eg guard of honour of naval officers.
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Great Britain, Royal Aero Club Aviators’ Certificates, 1910-1950
IndexCards 5 C > Clooves, Edward Sam - Cooper, John Edward > ALL

CLOUSTON, James Campbell. 12601

C/o Bank of Montreal, 9, VWaterloo Place,

WVl

Born 3lst Aug. 1900 ot Montreal, Canada.
Canadian.

Rank. Reg Profession gommander, Royal Navy.

Certificate B.2 Trainer. Gipsy III.
At London Air Park Flying Club, Hanworth.
Dete 22.2.35.
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