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1. Write your first and last names.
2. In what state do you i
3. What is your birthday?
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ChILD: Wha in the world are you doing?

MAN:  Well, I'm trying to save these creaur
dying.

chiLD: (secing the task is impossible) Well, youre not
going to save them all,

Ma:  (picking up one) Thas true, but I can save this

<. They're
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RaFE: e Rim?

YE RIM: Yes? [getting ready to score the third inning]

RaFE: What was the photography rule you were talking
about? The first rule?

YE RiM: Rule number one: Ger closer.
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RaEE: But Sam, it was just luck | came back. You could
have been stuck here all night.

sam: But you did come back

RAEE: But it was just luck!

sam: But you did.

RAFE: (t00 tired o argue) Let me give you a ride home.

sam: You know I live out of the district. It will take a

while to get there,

Ies okay. You hungry?

sam: Alicle

RARE: Ler
Here’s my phone. Call your mom. She must be wor-

get you something to cat on the way home.

ried to death.
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YE Rim: P just going down there. Back in a second. Jes-
sica, come with me.

RaFE: Ye Rim! This is cool! When did you become a
photographer?

vE RiM: [ went o the library last week and found this
book ke a lot. It told me all sores of tips for tak-
ing good pictures. | haven' learned them all yet,
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JEssica: Whatis al this?
RaFE: Dont worry abou it,Jessica. This happens quite
alor.
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TEACHER: Hey, man, sorry about what happened with my
friend before. He was just playing around, you
know? He was just busting your balls a litle,
yknow?
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Level 1
Level 2:
Level 3:
Level 4:
Level 5:
Level 6:

I/ do not want to get in trouble.
T want a reward.

1 wane to please someone,
Lalways follow the rules,

Tam considerate of other people.

1 have a personal code of behavior.
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HECKLER:

RAFE:

HECKLER:

HECKLER:

Fuck you! Fuck you! You suck! Go fuck your-
self and Il fuck your wife.

(laughter from his friends and some of the sur-
rounding fans)

Hey, si? [points to the children]

What the fuck’s your problem?

No problem, but they're only ten. Can we tone
it down a bi?

Fuck you too! Go fuck yourself! What the fuck
you gonna do abou it
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12:40 e

5:15 P

no stinking vouchers!” But it was no laughing
matter. | gave the man the money. Anything
get out of there.

We arrived ar Burbank Airpore. You guessed it.
The meal vouchers were no good.

The plane touched down in Phoenix. Several of
the bags were lost. They

more than a weck. Many important  items

not recovered for

needed for the performance were gone.
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doing.
n fourth

ria: I'dlike to compliment Kevin. I think he

much better in school. | remember
grade he got in trouble for never doing his home-
work. He always gets things done now. He's a
much better student

(The rest of the kids applaud.)
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RarE: What's the secret o all you've accomplished, Julia?

yuLia: (laughing) Fridays and Pomfret Castle. No ques-
tion about it.

RarE: (stumbling) Excuse me?
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RAFE:

YE RIM:
RAFE:

YE RIM:

RAFE:

The scores over there are the National League teams
and the other ones are the American League teams
R
They divide up the scores by divisions and change
the numbers as the scores change throughout the
evening. Understand?

No.

Sure, you do. Its asy, Yo Yo [my pet name for the
diminutive singer]. You can see the Red Sox are
winning, four-to-two, while the Diamondbacks
and Giants are tied, zero-zero. What don't you

mber how we studied the different divisions?

understand about that?
I sce the scores. But why do the Red Sox have
more numbers than the Gi

Because the Red Sox are in the

heh inning and
the Giants' game has barely begun.
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8:30 A

8:40 A,

9:30 A

10:00 A

Our planc was to leave LAX at 11:00 aM. As a
group with a lot of ravel experience, we arived
at the terminal at 8:30, two and a half hours
before the shore fight to Phocnix.

Although we had the tickets
dant informed us that there might not be room
on the plane. The airline company had oversold
the fight. Even though we were the finst people
there for the flight and more than two hours

hand, an atten-

carly, an employee had us wait near the ticket
terminal, where further instructions would be
delivered shortly.

“Shorely” turned out to be a relative term, as a
representative came over to us almost an hour
later. They had decided to put us on the plane
and we were sent through securicy.

We arrived at our gate and sat down in the
waiting arca. A young woman at the counter
called us up. She had received a message from
downstairs and was sorry 1o tell me that they
were mistaken. We would not be able to board

the flight, but were to recurn downstairs, where
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RakE: People will be com They're late for

g Al
the game. It happens a lot. Dodger fans are infa-
mous for being late for games

: Then they miss some of the game!

Yes, they do.

But they won't know what happened.

Well, they check the score.

But they won't really understand whats going
on. When the Cardinals who came up in the firsc

cen how the

come up again, they won't have
Dodgers pitched to them the frst time around. A
score doesn't tell you everything.

RakE: | agree with you, Cesar. That's why we come on
time.

JESSICA: IEs not nice to the players, cicher.
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RAFE: (leaning forward and dodging the
waving stick) Sir? Excuse me, sir?

MAN: (annoyed) Whatt

RAFE: Sorry to bother you. Would it be possible
for you to take his flag away? He keeps

ncally hitcing us, and

(screaming) Jesus Christ! He’s a god-

damn kid! A goddamn kid! What the hell

do you know about it, you pice of shit!

Just shut the fuck upt

acci
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LATECOMER: Did I miss anything?
JINuk: Alor. [The litde professor is always honest]
LATECOMER: What's the score?

JIN UK Zero-zero. Dodgers are coming up.
LATECOMER: So | didn't miss anything
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FLIGHT ATTENDANT: How many do you hay

RAFE: Atotal of thirty-three with the two.
aduls.

FLIGHT ATTENDANT: (concerned) Well, we can give all
of your children DVD players





OEBPS/esqu_9781101133569_oeb_016_r1.gif
4. Take your right shoe off and place it on your desk.

5. Stand up, face the cast, and say out loud, *I love King
Kong and Godzilla

6. How many brothers and sisers do you have?
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saM: (getting into the car) Are you having class tomor-
row?

RaE: No, its the holiday weekend, Sam.

sam: Could you take me to the downtown library? | wan
10 read more abour Montgomery. 1 thought the
movie Patton was unfair to him.

RakE: What about the library near your home?

sam: Ive read everything they have. The downtown one
is better. And Rafe?

RARE: Yes?

san

ince we have Monday off, maybe we could go to
the milicary cemetery. We could place a flag on one
of the graves. What do you think?
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now waste me.” [ wasn't going to ever let that be the

epitaph on my grave.
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RAFE:  Noworries. Gotta get back to the kids, though.
You understand.

TEACHER: Can | ask you a question?

RAR Of course. Fire away.
TEACHER: Why you doin’ this?
RAF] Doin’ what?

TEACHER: You know. Working all the time. Taking the
kids all over.

RAR Well, T enjoy ir. Teaching kids is grear, isn' it
TEACHER: Yeah, T love . You makin’a lot of money?
Rake: Not really

ER: Well, you write books and I saw you on televi-
sion. You could retic, right?

rave: Uh..

-

HER: Come on, there's no press around. Just between
us. Why are you sill doin’ it?

raeEs juse really like e,

TEACHER: Comeon ...

RAR Okay, but just between us, right?

TEACHER: Right!

RAFE: My wife wants a new kitchen. If can get some
more money from books or a movie, she can

get the new kitchen. But that's just between us,

okay?
TEACHER: | knew it! Thanks, man. Have fun.
raRE: Youto.
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SAM:
RAFE:
sam:

RAFE:

sam:
RAFE:

sam:

Rafe!
Jesus! Sam? You scared the hell out of el

Hi, Rafe.

What in the world are you doing here? Ies mid-
night!

My mom didn't come.

But couldn't you call anyone? Couldn't anyone help
youz

Ies okay. T figured you'd be back. I've been read-
ing.
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JESSICA: Why are these people doing this?

RaFE: They think ics fun, | guess. I¢s entertaining for
them.

JESSICA: But isnt the game supposed to be entertaining?

RAR

Yes, it is. Bue different people sce things differ-

endy.

Jix uk: (who notices everything) What about the sign?

rarE: Whatsign?

JIN UK: When we entered the stadium, there was a big sign
that said you could not bring in bottls, weapons,
or beach balls. T read it twice.

RAFE: Maybe they didn't see it
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but they said there’s one rule a good photographer
always remembers. [ want to try it out.
RaE: Okay. Be carcful, you two,
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(raises his beer with the veiled threat of spilling
iton all of us)
RAR Nothing Sorry to have bothered you, sir.
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YOUNG MAN: Hey, what are you guys doing?

AUSTING Keeping score. I¢s fun.

YOUNG MAN: | heard about that. I've seen it too. Can you
show me?

AUSTIN:  Sure, i casy. Every position has a number.

YOUNG MAN: You mean every player has a number.

itcher is 1, the
carcher s 2, the first baseman is 3 ...

[We need Abbott and Costello to begin “Who's on First?"]

YOUNG MaN: Ah, this

No, I mean posicion. The

w00 complicated. I was hoping to

show my litele brother. He doesn't ever lis-
ten to me.
AUsTING 6 really not that hard. Just watch for a

while. Id be happy to show you.
YOUNG MAN: Naw, thar’s okay. See ya
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5:00 pt: We leave school on Friday.

6:30 a3 We will be back in school for Math Team the
following Monday.

Hours: 615 hours of time to spend.

Sleep: 9 hours per night for 3 nights=27 hours
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10:20 Az

11:05 am.

11:30 A

a man named Gary would help us. Although
shocked, I had enough of my senses lef o ask
how our bags, alrcady tagged for the flight,
would be returned. Supposedly Gary had all the
answers, and was waiting downstairs o take

care of us immediarely. | tried to get an expla-

nation as to why this was happening, but she
laughed and said it was just a crazy day. None
of the children thought it was particularly
funny.

We arrived downstairs. Gary was there and
asked us to wait a moment. He was on the phone
fixing things.

i

Gary smiled and came over. All was resolved.
We were told t take a bus from LAX t Bur-
bank (an hour ridd) to get on a different plane.
He laughed as he said this and told us not to
worry. Gary gave us paper vouchers o pay for
the bus ride, and additional coupons for the
children to get a meal at the Burbank airporc
before boarding our fligh, scheduled to leave at
4:00 p.m.

At the bus waiting area, a man asked what we
were doing there. 1 told him his company repre-
sentative had instructed us to take the bus o
Burbank. He asked me for $140. | gave him the
vouchers and he started cracking up. He said
they never accept vouchers. If John Huston and
Humphrey Bogart were there, | would have
thought to myself, “Vouchers? We don't need
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DENNIS:

ELSAT

"d like to thank Mike. Today, when T was mak-
ing my string art project, he stopped doing his
own design and helped me hammer my nails
when I was having trouble

Id like to compliment Mr. Vasquez. He helped
me find the book I needed in the library today.

He's really a nice librarian.
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LIGHTING
THEIR FIRES

Raising Extraordinary Kids in
a Mixed-up, Muddled-up,
Shook-up World

RAFE ESQUITH

VIKING
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RAFE: So studying Hamlet helped. Remember Hamler

saying, “the readiness is all™?

: Of course. But to be honest, it meant much more to

me when you took me to Richard I many years ago
at the Oregon Shakespeare Festival.

RaFE: Really?

JULIA: | never, ever forgot act five, scene five. | even copied
my favorite moment and pasted the quote above
my desk. Before being murdered in Pomfrec Castle,
King Richard said, *I wasted time, and time doth
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RAFE: (backing down, with the kids present)
Olay, okay! Sorry 1o disturb you. Just
thought I might ask. No worrics

THIRD MAN: Stop belaboring the point. You belabor cv-
erything. You belabor everything. I mean

everything Just shut up!
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Do any human beings reali
cthey live

 No, the saints and pocts—maybe th
do some

? Every, every minute?
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t5A: Quiet down! [The kids weren't talking) Place your
backpacks and shoes on the bele. Take your cdll
phones and Game Boys out of your pockets.

KiDs: We don't have Game Boys.

tsa: Don't play with me. We'll find chem.

KiDs: We really don't have them.

(They began to go through the security scanner)

wsa: (checking a boarding pass) You're going to Wash-
ington, DC.2

KIDS: Yes, we are.

tsA: That's  long fight. Too bad your teacher doesn' let
you bring Game Boys.

: We can bring them if we want to. We just don't.

(confused) I don'e get i.

Kips: Have a nice day sir.
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YE Rim: What are those numbers on the outfield wall?

RAFE: Oh, those are the scores from all the games being
played around the country tonigh

vE Riv: Why are the numbers differen in left field than
right field?
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RAFE: ‘Why would you do that? [The kids
are watching and listening ]
FLIGHT ATTENDANT: To give them something to do.

RAFE: No, thank you. They have some-
thing to do.

FLIGHT ATTENDANT: The flight is almost five hours
long.

RARE: They have books. They're going to
read.

FLIGHT ATTENDANT: You can do that?





