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    Hello to all my readers, new and old!
I wanted to say thank you so much for reading this book. It is a labour of love for me to work on my craft!
As a show of gratitude for you all enabling me to live my dream, please visit my substack page. I often give out free e-books for my fans over there. And the best part is, there is ZERO cost. It will always be 100% free to follow me and my stories over there.
If you'd like to claim your free e-book, head to https://msnaughtee.substack.com/
 
-Ms Naughtee <3
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Chapter 1: The Struggle
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Sunlight streamed through the expansive windows of the living room, painting the plush rug with golden stripes. I stretched luxuriously in the king-sized bed, the only sound the gentle chirping of birds outside. In the distance, the hum of the coffee maker promised a much-needed morning jolt.

A sigh drifted down the hallway, pulling me fully awake.  Valerie sat hunched over her computer in the makeshift streaming room, her usual vibrant spirit dimmed. Her hair, typically a shocking burst of pink, now lay limp around her shoulders, mirroring the slump of her posture.

"Rough night, babe?"  I asked, padding down the hallway and leaning against the doorway frame.

Valerie glanced up, the exhaustion in her emerald eyes a stark contrast to the cheerful floral wallpaper of the room. "Almost done with tonight's stream," she muttered, her voice hoarse. She’d been up all night for this one. "Just gotta thank the few viewers who hung out."

I peeked at the screen. The chat window scrolled by with a disheartening slowness, a couple of usernames punctuated by the occasional lonely "hi."  The donation counter remained stubbornly empty.

Though a single income household, my established career allowed for a more comfortable living situation than the cramped apartment we initially considered. It felt extravagant, but I wanted to support her dream.

"How many viewers tonight?" I asked, stepping into the room and placing a reassuring hand on her shoulder.

"Maybe a dozen," she mumbled, leaning into my touch. "Mostly lurkers who haven't even spoken."

The truth hit me like a physical blow. We'd prepared for initial struggles, but reality was harsh.  My savings account, once comfortably plump, was slowly shrinking, replaced by a nagging unease.

"Hey," I said, forcing a smile. "Building an audience takes time.  You're funny and talented, you just gotta stay positive."

Valerie offered a weak smile in return. "I know, I know.  But bills don't get paid in ramen, and the credit card for this fancy streaming equipment is starting to sweat."

Guilt gnawed at me. The financial burden shouldn't be hers to bear.  Maybe I should've steered her towards a more practical path.  But seeing the sheer joy and passion gaming brought Valerie, I couldn't bring myself to do it.

"We'll figure it out," I promised, pulling her into a hug. "Maybe we can talk to my accountant about tax optimization strategies for streamers..."

Valerie chuckled, a flicker of life returning to her eyes. "Absolutely not, Mr. Moneybags. This is my dream, and I'm not giving up that easily. You can’t always be figuring out everything for me."

I kissed the top of her head, the determination in her voice a spark of hope. We were in this together, the struggles and the triumphs, both unsure of what the future held, but determined to face it as a team. Twitch stardom might be a distant peak, but as long as Valerie had her fire, I'd be her sherpa, carrying the financial weight so she could focus on the climb.

The exhaustion finally caught up to Valerie. After hitting "End Stream," she let out a long sigh that echoed in the small room. The vibrant pink of her hair, usually a symbol of her effervescent personality, seemed muted under the harsh fluorescent lights.

I watched her for a moment, the weight of unspoken worry heavy in the air.  She deserved better than this constant struggle.  The silence stretched between us until she spoke, her voice barely a whisper.

"I think I'm going to crash for a nap," she mumbled, pushing back from the desk.  "Amy texted, she's brewing some fancy coffee later today and wants to catch up. I told her I’d go hang out with her for a bit."

I nodded, forcing a smile. "Sounds good, baby. Go have your nap first, you look exhausted."

She agreed that she was, offering a small, tired smile in return before disappearing down the hallway.  She struggled, slow in her walk, maintaining her balance by keeping her hand against the wall as she glided down the hallway, molasses-like.

I hung out and read some news, before making myself breakfast and relaxing with my first cup of coffee. It was a great start to my day, other than worrying about Val. I didn’t mind relaxing by myself, either with Netflix or a good book.

Later that day, Valerie got up and quickly got ready. She let me know she was already leaving, quickly calling out to me, “I’m
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