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How to use this book 17


How

to use this book

Are You Smarter Than Your Kid? is inspired by Channel 4’s
Child Genius, and is divided into ten quizzes. Each of these
has eight sections that roughly mirror the journey of the child
geniuses as they progress through the annual competition:

❒ Spelling

❒ Comprehension

❒ Mental Maths

❒ Mensa Challenge

❒ History

❒ General Knowledge

❒ Science

❒ Advanced Language

❒ Sudden Death
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Like the competitors on the television programme, you’ll
probably have your own favourite rounds and ones that
you dread facing. There is no escape though – you have to
attempt each section to reach the end of the quiz! Questions
in the General Knowledge, History and Science rounds get
progressively harder, so that by the end of the round, you
really will know whether you’re a true child genius or not.
The book is intended for the whole family to tackle, but there
are different ways of using it. You could attempt the questions
by yourself or in a group and decide just how smart (child
or otherwise) you are. Or, as we suggest, you can nominate
someone to be your very own Richard Osman (although
clearly not every questioner has to be a 6ft 7in Cambridge
graduate), whilst everyone else answers questions either on
their own or in teams, depending on how many players there
are. Scores (one per correct answer) are totted up at the end
of the quiz and the family/group brainiac is crowned.

The only equipment you’ll need is a timer of some sort – either
a phone or an egg timer from a board game. If the buzzer
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makes a sound at the end of the round, all the more fun! We
suggest that you agree a time limit for each round or question,
according to the round. In the programme, most take four
to five minutes, varying with the number of questions being
asked. For single spelling questions you should allow about a
minute. It is entirely up to you what rules you set but here are
a couple of fun and important rules from the programme:

❒ Only three passes per round, after which you have to attempt
an answer…say anything; make something up!

❒ When the buzzer sounds at the end of the round you have
up to 30 seconds to finish answering the question you were
on…make the most of that thinking time, but make sure you
don’t take too long!

A pen and paper for the players or teams is essential. There
is a ‘notes’ section at the back of the book, and an optional
extra is a camera phone. Some questions (in the Mensa
Challenge section, for example) ask players to identify the
number of squares or triangles in a shape. This is where a
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camera phone could come in handy – instead of every player
taking it in turns to look at the same page, each can take a
photograph and count away from the comfort of their own
chair.

Answers are at the end of each quiz, so that each is
discreet. That means if the questioner changes, the previous
quizmaster won’t know the answers to the new section.

And that’s all there is to it! As Richard would say, ‘Best of luck
to you all’.
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SPELLING




Spell the following five words:

1. PHILIPPIC (PRON: FIL-LIP-PICK):
a bitter attack or denunciation, especially a verbal one.
EXAMPLE: The candidate ended his campaign with a
bitter philippic against his opponent.

2. DISSIPATE (PRON: DISS-EH-PATE):
1. (to a feeling or emotion) disappear or cause to
disappear. 2. waste or fritter away. 3. cause (energy) to
be lost through its conversion to heat.
EXAMPLE: After the leak the gas was allowed to
dissipate.
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3. METALLURGY (PRON: MEH-TAL-UH-JEE):
the branch of science and technology concerned
with the properties of metals and their production and
purification.
EXAMPLE: Experts in metallurgy were called in the
court case regarding the factory pipe failure.

4. LASSITUDE (PRON: LASS-I-TUDE):
a state of physical or mental weariness; lack of energy.
EXAMPLE: Jenny was so overcome with lassitude, she
retired to bed.

5. INQUILINE (PRON: IN-QUILL-LINE):
an animal exploiting the living space of another.
EXAMPLE: Having overstayed his welcome at his
friend’s house, Jacob felt like an inquiline.
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COMPREHENSION




Pick the correct definition of the following words:

1. LAGOMORPH (PRON: LAG-UH-MORF)

a) A lagomorph, probably a rabbit, ate all the cabbages in
the garden.

b) Moira lay on the lagomorph for three hours, hoping to
top up her tan.

c) To lagomorph a tree, you must equip yourself with a
huge saw.

2. SAMOVAR (PRON: SAM-UH-VAH)

a) The church congregation bowed their heads as the
samovar was read.

b) Whilst on holiday in Moscow, Jim bought a samovar to
take home to his mum.

c) The car engine spluttered and Graeme knew that the
samovar had broken.
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3. FRUGIVORE (PRON: FREW-JI-VOR)

a) Frugivore is a collarless sleeveless dress worn over
clothes to keep them clean.

b) Steering a frugivore on the high seas is extremely difficult
and tiring.

c) The frugivore flew into the garden to feast on the laden
fruit trees.

4. DILLETANTE (PRON: DILL-I-TAN-TE)

a) The dilettante is a small beetle which survives on cow
manure.

b) Hugo is a bit of a dilettante as far as wine is concerned.

c) Aunt Irene visited her local dilettante every week to buy
cooked meats, cheeses and olives.

5. CHERVIL (PRON: CHUR-VILL)

a) The blacksmith uses a chervil to make horse shoes.

b) The umpire checked the height of the net with his chervil.

c) The award-winning chef added the herbs chervil and parsley to
the dish before serving the food to his guests.
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MENTAL MATHS




MULTIPLICATION

1. 85 x 9 =

2. 87 x 7 =

3. 83 x 8 =

ADDITION

1. 58 + 15 + 26 + 90 =

2. 93 + 51 + 77 + 67 =

3. 82 + 43 + 85 + 16 =

SUBTRACTION

1. 990 - 93.9 =

2. 549 - 70.2 =

3. 629 - 87.3 =
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DIVISION

1. 58.8 ÷ 6 =

2. 44.4 ÷ 4 =

3. 65.1 ÷ 7 =

MIXED CALCULATIONS

1. 12 x 6 - 16 x 4 =

2. 12 x 5 - 14 x 5 =

3. 11 x 5 - 18 x 6 =
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