

[image: cover]



FLORA FRASER was named after Flora Macdonald and grew up in London and Inverness-shire. She is the author of Beloved Emma: The Life of Emma, Lady Hamilton; The Unruly Queen: The Life of Queen Caroline; Princesses: The Daughters of George III; Venus of Empire: The Life of Pauline Bonaparte and George & Martha Washington: A Revolutionary Marriage, which won the 2016 George Washington Prize. She lives in London.




For Robert Gottlieb, 
dear friend and Avid Reader




BY THE SAME AUTHOR


Beloved Emma: The Life of Emma, Lady Hamilton

The Unruly Queen: The Life of Queen Caroline

Princesses: The Daughters of George III

Venus of Empire: The Life of Pauline Bonaparte

George & Martha Washington: A Revolutionary Marriage




[image: ]



Contents

Maps

Family Tree

Glossary

Author’s Note

Acknowledgements

Prologue

Part One: Rebel

1 A Fugitive Prince: 1745–1746

2 Ill Met by Moonlight: June 1746

3 ‘Great Fears’: June 1746

4 ‘A Man in a Woman’s Dress’: June 1746

5 ‘Farewell to the Lad’: July 1746

6 Prisoner on the Furnace: July–August 1746

7 ‘The Famous Miss Flora Macdonald’: August–December 1746

8 High Treason: January–July 1747

9 A Jacobite Dowry: August 1747–April 1751

Part Two: Loyalist

10 Married Life: April 1751–1770

11 ‘We Have Hardly What Will Pay our Creditors’: 1771–1774

12 Cheek’s Creek, North Carolina: 1774–April 1775

13 ‘King and Country’: April–June 1775

14 ‘All Killed or Taken’: July 1775–February 1776

15 ‘Almost Starved with Cold to Death’: February 1776–December 1779

16 ‘All Possible Speed to the Highlands’: 1780–1785

17 Royal Pensioner: 1785–March 1790

18 ‘Speed, Bonnie Boat, Like a Bird on the Wing’: The Story

Abbreviations

Notes

Select Bibliography

Illustration Credits

Index

Plates




Maps


[image: ]




[image: ]




[image: ]




[image: ]

[image: ]




[image: ]






Family Tree


[image: ]






Glossary

See Family Tree for Flora’s close relations, and Maps for many locations.

People


Ardnamurchan    Captain Alexander Macdonald of Ardnamurchan; commandant 2nd Battalion of Royal Highland Emigrants, Fort Edward, Windsor

Armadale    Hugh Macdonald of Armadale; Flora’s stepfather 

Baleshare    Hugh Macdonald of Baleshare; Sleat tacksman on North Uist

Boisdale    Alexander Macdonald of Boisdale, South Uist; Old Clan’s half-brother

Castleton    Donald Macdonald of Castleton; Skye militia officer

Cuidreach    Alexander Macdonald of Cuidreach; husband of Annabella, Flora’s half-sister

Delvine    John Mackenzie of Delvine; Edinburgh lawyer for the Sleat estates

Donald Roy    Captain Donald Roy Macdonald; Jacobite officer, Skye; brother of Baleshare



Kingsburgh    see Old Kingsburgh for pre-1773; Allan Macdonald of Kingsburgh; Flora’s husband after 1773 

the Knight    Sir Alexander Macdonald of Sleat, Skye; baronet and chief of Macdonalds of Sleat

Lady Clan     Lady Clanranald; Old Clan’s wife

Lady Margaret     Lady Margaret Macdonald; the Knight’s wife

the Laird    Norman Macleod of Macleod; chief of Clan Macleod, died 1771; see also the Macleod

Lochbay    Alexander Macleod of Lochbay; Flora’s son-in-law; husband of Annie 

the Lochiel    chief of Clan Cameron

Lord Macdonald    the Knight’s son, Alexander; succeeded his brother as baronet; later ennobled 

the Macleod    chief of Clan Macleod; until 1771, Norman Macleod of Macleod; from 1771, grandson of same name

Mrs Mackenzie    wife of John Mackenzie of Delvine, Edinburgh lawyer

Milton    Flora’s father Ranald of Balivanich and Milton; died 1723/5

Milton, also Young Milton    Angus Macdonald of Balivanich and Milton; Flora’s brother

Neil    Neil MacEachen, later Macdonald; Flora’s cousin who recruited her to help the Prince

Old Clan    Ranald Macdonald, styled Lord Clanranald; chief of Clanranald Macdonalds

the Old Fox    Simon Fraser, Lord Lovat; chief of Clan Fraser

(Old) Kingsburgh    Alexander Macdonald of Kingsburgh; Sleat factor; Flora’s father-in-law

Old Mackinnon    John Mackinnon; chief of Mackinnons on Skye



Old Raasay    Malcolm Macleod; head of Macleods of Raasay; father of Rona

O’Neill    Colonel Felix O’Neill; Jacobite officer and the Prince’s companion 

Rona     Old Raasay’s son, John Macleod; from 1761, ‘Raasay’, head of Macleods of Raasay

Sir James    the Knight’s heir; Sir James Macdonald of Sleat from 1746; died 1766

Talisker    John Macleod of Talisker; Skye militia officer

Young Clan    Ranald Macdonald; Old Clan’s eldest son


Places

Scotland 


Armadale    home of Flora’s stepfather and mother till 1771; in 1773, occupied by Lord Macdonald

Balivanich    tack on Benbecula tenanted by Flora’s father, then by her brother 

Benbecula    part of Long Island; island immediately north of South Uist 

Corradale    glen on South Uist tenanted by MacEachen family; Prince’s refuge

Dunvegan    Skye seat of the Macleod 

Flodigarry     Skye tack; Flora’s first married home

Kingsburgh    Macdonald of Kingsburgh home; Flora’s second married home

Long Island    local name for Western Isles or Outer Hebrides, island chain including North Uist, Benbecula and South Uist



Milton    tack on South Uist tenanted by Flora’s father, then by her brother

the Minch    channels between the Long Island (the Uists and Benbecula) and Skye, and between the former (Lewis and Harris) and the mainland

Monkstadt    the Knight’s seat on Skye

Nunton    Old Clan’s seat on Benbecula

Peinduin    Flora’s final home on Skye

Rossinish    peninsula on Benbecula forming a natural harbour

Skye, also Isle of Skye    one of Inner Hebrides, island chain

Sleat    south-west peninsula, Skye; also estates of the Knight and heirs

South Uist    one of chain of islands comprising Long Island, sometimes used to denote Benbecula as well; Clanranald land

Strath    Mackinnon country, south-eastern Skye

Trotternish    northern peninsula, Skye; Sleat land

Waternish    north-western peninsula, Skye; Macleod land

Western Isles    name then current for Outer Hebrides; see Long Island


North America


Cameron’s Hill    home of Cuidreach and Annabella Macdonald, Cumberland County, NC. Near modern-day Johnsonville, Harnett County, NC

Cheek’s Creek    home to Allan and Flora, Anson County, NC. Now in Montgomery County, NC

Cross Creek    town populated by Highland Scots, Cumberland County; modern-day Fayetteville, NC



Fort Edward    home to 2nd Battalion of Royal Highland Emigrants in Windsor, Nova Scotia

Halifax    town in North Carolina; also capital of Nova Scotia, British colony

Kenneth Black plantation    home to the Lochbay Macleods in Cumberland County; in modern-day Southern Pines, Moore County, NC

Mountain Creek    Hugh Macdonald of Armadale’s plantation, Anson County, NC; Montgomery County, from 1779

Nova Scotia    British maritime province or colony; province in present-day Canada

Reading    Pennsylvanian residence of Allan and Alexander ‘Sandy’ Macdonald when on parole

Windsor    town in Nova Scotia, home to 2nd Battalion of Royal Highland Emigrants, later 84th Regiment




Author’s Note

Such Highland names as Macdonald and Macleod were spelt in multiple ways in the eighteenth century, as is still the case today. I have, for simplicity’s sake, adhered to one spelling of each clan name both in quotations and in my own narrative. I have also in general standardised eighteenth-century punctuation so that it does not present difficulties for the modern reader. In a few cases I have let the original punctuation give a flavour of how English – and Scots – were written and spoken during Flora Macdonald’s life. I have for the most part similarly standardised spelling.

Lastly, dates in the book prior to 1752 are given Old Style, following the Julian calendar, and from that year New Style, reflecting the introduction of the Gregorian calendar in Britain and an adjustment to the start of the year in England and Wales.
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Prologue

I cannot remember a time when I did not know the story of Flora Macdonald. I was named after her and grew up at Eilean Aigas, a house on an island in Scotland with palace doors and wooden thrones carved by the Sobieski Stuarts. Occupants during the reign of Queen Victoria, these brothers claimed to be legitimate descendants of Bonnie Prince Charlie, and they were loaned this remote retreat on the River Beauly by the Lord Lovat of the day, the better to research their claim to the British throne. During their stay the Sobieski Stuarts dressed in full Highland regalia and were rowed in a royal barge to worship in the local Catholic church which we attended in our turn.

Not only on The Island, as we termed our home, but everywhere around in my childhood and adolescence there were reminders of the ’Forty-five, the civil war that raged in Scotland in 1745–6 when the Stuart Prince roused support for his bid to wrest the British throne from the House of Hanover. Stones on Culloden Moor the other side of Inverness marked the battle positions of Frasers and other local clansmen who fought under Charles Edward in a last and fatal reckoning in April 1746 with troops commanded by William, Duke of Cumberland. Disdain for the latter’s butchering ways in that engagement was later expressed by the naming of a weed seen in every hedgerow as Stinking Willy. Bonnie Prince Charlie, by contrast, appeared in a portrait often reproduced in books, a pale and lovely Prince Charming. Flora Macdonald, who came to his aid at a time of great need, was a local heroine, her statue standing outside Inverness Castle, and her grave face and neat figure provided an image familiar to me from childhood on tartan boxes, on postcards and in engravings.

At Beaufort Castle nearby loomed a Hogarth painting of the Old Fox, a Lovat forebear whose son was ‘out’ in the ’Forty-five with the Prince. Westward in Glen Strathfarrar this clan chief lurked in the wake of Culloden, hoping, like the Stuart Prince, to escape government detection. Lovat, apprehended, became the last peer to be executed on Tower Hill; Charles Edward, with the aid of Flora Macdonald and others, escaped to the Continent where he was to die in 1788 without ever returning to Scotland. 

I imbibed Robert Louis Stevenson’s Kidnapped and other books focusing on the Prince or on his supporters skulking in the heather. Flora Macdonald’s bravery in voyaging with Charles Edward disguised as her Irish maid between the Western Isles and Skye attracted my attention. When I came to read, however, the works of John Prebble and others which dispelled romantic myths about the Prince, I turned away from Jacobite history and to other realms of the past. Had I not chanced upon her image when looking for illustrations for my book, George & Martha Washington: A Revolutionary Marriage, I might never have been drawn back to consider the life of Flora Macdonald. There, among a sheaf of American revolutionaries’ portraits, was an image of Flora Macdonald familiar to me as hanging in the Scottish National Portrait Gallery in Edinburgh. What had she, a Jacobite heroine of 1746, to do with these patriots across the Atlantic in the 1770s and later?

Dimly I remembered Dr Johnson and Boswell visiting Flora on a journey they made to the Western Isles, and her telling them that they were lucky to catch her, as she was off to America. My curiosity aroused, I looked up the date and found that she acted as hostess to the pair in September 1773, eighteen months before the outbreak of the Revolutionary War. A quick search revealed that Flora emigrated to North Carolina the following year, and was subsequently also in New York and Halifax, Nova Scotia during that conflict. Furthermore, while Flora had been imprisoned as a Jacobite rebel in the ’Forty-five, her husband and four of her sons fought as loyalist officers for George III.

I returned to my task of securing illustrations for George & Martha Washington, but my mind was made up. I would next write about my namesake. What I discovered and what I present here is almost stranger than the Jacobite fiction I read as a child. It has caused me to think deeply about Scottish and American nationalism and the nature of loyalism as a function of emigration. Most of all, while as a child I hero-worshipped Bonnie Prince Charlie, now I admire Flora Macdonald unreservedly.
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