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It’s easy to take it for granted, but the UK is home to some of the most stunning scenery in the world. From breathtaking coastal paths and beautiful beaches to historic city jaunts and charming countryside – we’re so lucky to be home to so many amazing places.

And the best part about exploring the UK? Your dog can come too. If you’re like me, no trip is complete without your four-legged friend by your side! Exploring with our dogs can be incredibly fulfilling and enjoyable, offering so many benefits to both mental and physical health; helping us to slow down, be more mindful, and get away from the rat race of day-to-day life.

Making the most of the time we have with our dogs to make memories is something I’m truly passionate about. It’s why I set up my social media pages @greatbritishdogwalks where I share my favourite dog-friendly places to visit and explore. The UK is one of the most dog-friendly countries in the world and there is so much to experience.

However, I know it can be difficult to know where to start, and to figure out whether somewhere is truly ‘dog friendly’. So that’s where this book comes in. In these pages you will find 35 locations across the UK, all of which are great bases for some amazing walks and adventures.

[image: The author sits on a sandy beach, smiling and wearing a cozy beanie and a maroon hoodie. She is holding her small dog, Murphy. Tall grasses are in the background under a bright, partly cloudy sky.]

At each location, I have highlighted some key dog-friendly hotspots, as well as where to stay, where to enjoy a bite to eat and drink, the best dog-friendly activities, and even the wildlife you might see along the way. I hope this book inspires you and your dog to explore both what’s on your doorstep and the best the UK has to offer.


Before you get started: travel tips for you and your dog

From the rolling hills of the Cotswolds to the rugged coastline of Northumberland, the UK offers countless walking routes perfect for dogs, but it is important to follow a few guidelines to help make your trip stress-free.


	Always research the area before you go. Look into whether the walk is suitable for your dog, and consider whether they are fit enough for the terrain.

	Pay attention to any seasonal restrictions – particularly when visiting beaches or nature reserves.

	Be mindful of the weather and your dog’s condition. The UK’s weather can be unpredictable, so be prepared for rain and mud, or heatwaves in the summer months.

	Packing the essentials is also key: fresh water, a portable dog water bowl, treats and poo bags are a must.

	Keep your dog on a lead when walking along cliff paths or beside fast-flowing rivers.



The Countryside Code is a set of guidelines that help protect nature and farmland, whilst also ensuring everyone – humans and animals alike – can enjoy the outdoors safely. One of the most important rules when walking with your dog is to always keep them under control. If you’re walking near livestock or wildlife, keep your dog on a lead, and if you pass through a gate, leave it as you find it.

Another crucial point is to always pick up after your dog. Not only is this courteous to other walkers, but dog waste can also be harmful to the environment. Be sure to dispose of it properly, too.

By following these tips and respecting the Countryside Code, you and your dog can enjoy the beauty of the UK’s landscapes while ensuring they remain preserved and welcoming for everyone to explore in the future.
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Wells-next-the-Sea

North Norfolk, for me, just epitomises doggy heaven – it has miles of unspoilt, sandy (and most importantly dog-friendly year-round) beaches to explore. At the heart of the coast is Wells-next-the-Sea, a bustling seaside town, which is perfect for all the family.

The sweeping golden sandy beach is bordered by beautiful pinewoods and colourful beach huts. At low tide, the sands here stretch for miles, and as it’s part of the North Norfolk Coast Path and Peddars Way, you and your dog can walk for as long as you like.

The brightly decorated beach huts at Wells are instantly recognisable, stood on stilts at the back of the sand with stunning views of the beach, and set against the backdrop of Corsican pines. You can even hire one for the day – a great dog-friendly experience that I’d highly recommend. They are the perfect place for your dog to cool off on a hot summer’s day, or to shelter from the elements if it’s a windy or wet one. Plus, what’s better than a freshly brewed cuppa on the beach?

You might get the chance to spot some rare birds here, including oystercatchers, terns and avocets, and if you’re really lucky, you’ll see common and grey seals too. Dog-friendly seal boat trips are available for those wanting to enjoy all that this part of the coastline has to offer.

A mile from the beach is Wells-next-the-Sea harbour, where you’ll often see children crabbing on the quay and people enjoying the finest fish and chips the UK has to offer while watching the fishing boats come and go.

Walk a little further and you’ll amble down Staithe Street, a high street where a mix of traditional and contemporary shops can be found – many of which are dog friendly. In fact, if you don’t have a dog here, you’re sure to look out of place.

In the heart of Wells lies The Buttlands, a leafy green Georgian square, which is flanked by some great dog-friendly pubs, one of my favourites being The Globe Inn. It’s the perfect place to enjoy a delicious meal, a truly warm welcome, and when there is good sunny weather, you can make use of its fantastic beer garden.

While holidaying here you wouldn’t get bored if you stayed within the confines of Wells-next-the-Sea itself, but it also makes a great base, with some amazing beaches and things to do just a very short distance away.

[image: The author’s small dog, Murphy, sits on sandy beach terrain, surrounded by tall grass.]


Places to explore


HOLKHAM BEACH


Lady Anne’s Drive, Holkham, NR23 1RG

Starting at Lady Anne’s Drive, walk down the boardwalk and eventually you’ll arrive at Holkham Beach – one of the most unspoilt stretches of sand in the country, and often referred to as the ‘jewel of the North Norfolk Coast’ – and it’s easy to see why. There are sometimes dog restrictions due to the nesting ground birds here, but 70 per cent of the beach is still free for off-lead zoomies all year round.

If you walk a little further up, you eventually come to Holkham Hall, a gorgeous eighteenth-century country house, surrounded by rolling parkland and herds of fallow deer. It’s particularly great here for kids, with a fantastic adventure playground, and has plenty for adults to explore too, including a traditional walled garden and picture-perfect boating lake.




WELLS-NEXT-THE-SEA BEACH HUTS

Probably one of the most recognisable things about Wells-next-the-Sea is the traditional beach huts that flank the white sands. Hiring one for the day provides a great base, particularly on wet or hot days.



BLAKENEY POINT

Home to England’s largest grey seal colony and uninterrupted views of the North Norfolk coastline, Blakeney Point is a must-visit for nature buffs. There are some dog restrictions throughout the year, so make sure you check out the National Trust website, or alternatively, hop on one of the dog-friendly seal trips from Wells-next-the-Sea harbour.




Places to eat, drink and stay [image: decorative paw print illustration]


PLATTEN’S FISH AND CHIPS

The Quay, NR23 1AH

[image: eat symbol]

Located right on the sea front, Platten’s is a family run chippie that serves some of the best fish and chips in the UK. It’s dog friendly inside, so you’ll have the choice of eating in the warm or soaking up that sea breeze sat on the quay.


THE THREE HORSESHOES

69 The Street, Warham, NR23 1NL

[image: eat symbol/drink symbol]

A traditional English pub with real character in the small hamlet of Warham, The Three Horseshoes pub is home to one of the best roast dinners I’ve had in North Norfolk, and is also steeped in history, dating back to 1725.


PINEWOODS HOLIDAY PARK

Beach Road, NR23 1DR

[image: stay symbol]

Pinewoods Holiday Park offers a range of static caravans and luxury lodges alongside camping options and couldn’t be better located for exploring the beach and surrounding woods. I return year after year.


THE GLOBE INN

The Buttlands, NR23 1EU

[image: eat symbol/drink symbol/stay symbol]

Overlooking the very pretty Buttland’s square, The Globe Inn is located in the heart of the town, making for a hard-earned cold drink after a long walk, with a laid-back vibe. The food menu is extensive and also includes a doggy menu (always a plus in my book!)

All of the 19 cosy bedrooms are thoughtfully designed with your canine companion in mind, and come with their own dog bed, towel and water bowl.


THE VICTORIA

Park Road, Holkham, NR23 1RG

[image: eat symbol/drink symbol/stay symbol]

Perfectly situated just a stone’s throw from Holkham Beach and Holkham Hall, The Victoria boasts a curated menu of locally sourced ingredients. The orangery is particularly beautiful, with light and airy views over the reserve. It’s dog friendly throughout, and if you’re into your food you’ll definitely want to add this one to your tick list.

Alongside being a fantastic restaurant, The Victoria is also home to 10 dog-friendly rooms, each with their own distinct charm.
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Burnham Market

Lying just 3 miles from the coast, Burnham Market is a seventeenth-century Norfolk village bursting with character.

Beautifully picturesque, the village is centred around a perfectly kept green, which is flanked by lots of independent shops and boutiques. In fact, it’s pretty traditional here, with the high-street being home to a post office, butchers, hardware shop, fishmongers and chemist, alongside 30 independent shops selling everything from unique artwork and tasty deli treats to stylish clothing and books.

This is a place where you and your pup can escape the hustle and bustle of a city and soak up a traditional village atmosphere that oozes style. And you definitely won’t go hungry here, as the village is home to a mix of renowned pubs and restaurants (please see some favourites listed overleaf).

Surrounded by smaller villages, it also makes a great starting point for many fantastic walks. I particularly love ‘The Burnhams’, a route that takes you round three of these, including Burnham Overy Staithe, once a thriving seaport.

Burnham Market is a fantastic location for exploring this area of coastline as it’s nice and central. There are lots of things to do just a short drive or bus ride away and it’s so well connected, being well served by the Coasthopper bus, which runs all the way to Hunstanton.

One of the standout places to visit is Drove Orchards, a popular rural market located a few miles up the coast, which has a range of shops, cafés and restaurants, including a pizza place in a yurt!

As it’s only a mile from the glorious North Norfolk coast, you’ll also be just a stone’s throw from the beautiful dog-friendly beaches while in Burnham Market. One of the best is Holme-next-the-Sea. Like many on this part of the English coast, it has sweeping golden sands and is backed by pines – although I’d say this one is somewhat of a hidden gem as very few people know about it. Even in the height of summer you can find you have the majority of the beach to yourselves.

[image: Boats are moored on a calm estuary at low tide, with a picturesque village and a sunset sky in the background.]

Nearby you’ll also find Brancaster Beach, another jewel a short drive from the village, known for long stretches of sand and shallow waters. Similarly to most of the beaches in the area, dogs are welcome here year-round, making it a great spot for a coastal walk.


Places to explore


BRANCASTER BEACH


Beach Road, Brancaster, PE31 8BW

A huge expanse of golden sand that seems to go on for miles, backed by beautiful natural dunes. Walk to the left as you look at the sea, and you’ll eventually come to Titchwell Marsh, a RSPB reserve and haven for bird watchers. Make sure you check the tide times, as during a high Spring tide the car park can become flooded.




DROVE ORCHARDS


Thornham Road, Hunstanton, PE36 6LS

Around 15 minutes away from Burnham Market you’ll find Drove Orchards, a popular rural market with a range of quirky shops, a café and some pretty cool dog-friendly eateries. If you’ve ever watched Gilmore Girls you’ll know what I mean when I say this place really gives ‘Stars Hollow’ vibes.




HOLME-NEXT-THE-SEA NATURE RESERVE AND BEACH


Broadwater Road, Hunstanton, PE36 6LQ

One of the hidden gems of North Norfolk’s coastline, Holme-next-the-Sea Nature Reserve is a peaceful and untouched wilderness where land, sea and sky meet. It’s dog friendly year-round and a fantastic beach for a walk. Head back into the dunes and you’ll stumble across the Norfolk Wildlife Trust’s visitor centre and a great little café that even serves doggy ice cream.





Places to eat, drink and stay [image: decorative paw print illustration]


ERIC’S PIZZERIA

Drove Orchards, Thornham Road, PE36 6LS

[image: eat symbol]

Eric’s Pizzeria is housed in a cosy circular yurt, making it quite the unique dining experience! The wood-fired pizza is fantastic, and well worth the short drive out of Burnham Market. They also offer takeaway options.


NO. TWENTY9

29 Market Place, PE31 8HF

[image: eat symbol/drink symbol/stay symbol]

The rooms at No. Twenty9 are nestled in their own peaceful garden and have a sense of tranquillity about them – it would make the perfect romantic stay! Each of the rooms are beautifully decorated, have their own patio area with outside seating (perfect for dogs) and some even have a free-standing bath.


DEEPDALE CAMPING AND ROOMS

Deepdale Granary, Main Road, PE31 8DD

[image: stay symbol]

If luxury isn’t your dog’s thing, Deepdale Camping and Rooms is a quiet, award-winning and eco-friendly campsite in the village of Burnham Deepdale (just over 2 miles away from Burnham Market). They also have a range of private rooms if you’re looking for a cheaper option.


THE WHITE HORSE

Main Road, Brancaster Staithe, PE31 8BY

[image: eat symbol/drink symbol/stay symbol]

Located just down the road in Brancaster Staithe, The White Horse is situated overlooking the stunning marshland. They have an amazing seafood menu, and the sunset views from their terrace are not to be missed. In the summer they even open up a bar Marshside, with its own special menu – the perfect spot to enjoy the sunshine and soak up the atmosphere.


THE HOSTE ARMS

The Green, PE31 8HD

[image: eat symbol/drink symbol/stay symbol]

At the heart of the village lies The Hoste Arms. Inside you’ll find a traditional bar steeped in history with a lovely welcoming log burner to warm your cockles on a cold day. The food here is locally sourced and they even have locally brewed beer too.

The Hoste Arms also offers dog-friendly rooms. If you’re looking for something boujee, this is the perfect place to stay, with a private cinema room, a gym and a luxury on-site spa. A few of the rooms also have a private terrace.

[image: Man walking two small dogs on a leash past a rustic brick house with ivy, large windows, and flower-filled garden beds.]

(Tim Graham/Alamy Stock Photo)
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Cambridge

Famous for its world-renowned university, Cambridge is a hub for innovation and creativity, steeped in history and some pretty inspiring architecture.

Cambridge exudes a magical charm that feels almost timeless. It has a grandeur and allure that is perfectly paired with quaint cobbled streets. It’s incredibly scenic, making the perfect photo backdrop for any doggy portraits you wish to take.

You’ll be able to wander the streets, exploring plenty of shops, pubs, bars and restaurants, and there is no shortage of green spaces either, with a range of walking routes you can take straight from the city centre across beautiful rural fields.

And of course, there are so many historical points of interest, a lot of them being outdoors, meaning you can have a fantastic day of sightseeing without having to leave your dog out. If you fancy learning a little more on your way around the city, you can even head out on a dog-friendly walking tour and be guided by an expert, or for the ultimate Cambridge experience, why not try punting on the River Cam? Most punts are dog friendly and allow you to take in some of Cambridge’s most epic scenery at a leisurely pace.

The Cambridge Museum of Technology is another fantastic dog-friendly option. It guides you through the city’s industrial heritage and also has a range of interesting exhibitions. Dogs are allowed throughout the museum as long as they are on a lead.

One of the best parts of Cambridge though is the abundance of green spaces, parks and walking routes. Milton Country Park is a favourite of mine, with miles of accessible paths to explore. There are also events throughout the year, with food stalls and a vintage bar in the summer.

Another great route is heading along the River Cam, starting from the heart of the city and leading towards Grantchester – a picturesque village known for its meadows, quaint tea rooms, and idyllic riverside picnic spots with serene views of the river and grazing cattle.

The train links are also fantastic here, meaning you’ll be able to travel directly or with minimal changes from much of the UK, making this a great destination if you don’t drive.

A short train ride away is Ely. Known for being ‘quintessentially British’, Ely is the second smallest city in England being home to an amazing cathedral that rises from the surrounding flat fenlands with a towering Gothic spire that can be seen for miles. You’ll be able to explore the city’s medieval streets here and take some of the fantastic walks along the River Great Ouse, which meanders past scenic meadows.

[image: A man walks towards open double doors in an industrial space, flanked by large machinery. A small dog walks ahead of him on the wooden floor. Sunlight streams through the doors, highlighting the machinery.]

(Jemima Willcox)


Places to explore


PUNTING TRIP


Scudamore’s Punting Company, 32a Bridge Street, CB2 1UJ

Punting is absolutely top of my list of recommendations for Cambridge. Scudamore’s punts allow dogs to join you and provide interesting information about the buildings you pass, including the King’s College Chapel, the Wren Library, the Mathematical Bridge and the famous Bridge of Sighs.




CAMBRIDGE MUSEUM OF TECHNOLOGY


The Old Pumping Station, CB5 8LD

Often referred to as one of the country’s leading hubs of technical innovation, Cambridge has bags of technological history. The Museum of Technology takes you through the industrial revolution to the present day and is a fantastic and inspiring day out. Dogs are welcome throughout on leads.




MILTON COUNTRY PARK


Cambridge Road, Milton, CB24 6AZ

Just north of Cambridge itself, Milton Country Park is home to 95 acres of parkland making it a great place to explore. You’ll find plenty to do here beyond walking, including paddle sports, open water swimming, a playground and even a free orienteering course.

[image: A large black and white dog sits at the front of a canal boat floating on the River Ouse, surrounded by greenery and trees.]

(M. K. Jones/Shutterstock.com)
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HOT NUMBERS

4 Trumpington Street, CB2 1QA

[image: eat symbol]

Hot Numbers has a modern hygge style décor where you can grab a cup of coffee specially brewed at their own roastery. There is a laid-back vibe with an academic buzz, and a beautiful garden that provides the perfect suntrap.


PINT SHOP

10 Peas Hill, CB2 3PN

[image: eat symbol/drink symbol]

If craft beer is your thing, this one is for you. Pint shop is a contemporary bar with beers from both the UK and the rest of Europe, and a highly recommended dining menu and bar menu – both equally as delicious!


THE GONVILLE HOTEL

2 Gonville Place, CB1 1LY

[image: eat symbol/drink symbol/stay symbol]

The Gonville is one of those places that doesn’t just welcome dogs, but adores them, with staff that will offer an abundance of fuss to four-legged friends, and even their very own welcome pack. For humans you can expect a luxuriously indulgent hotel, which would be perfect for a special getaway.


THE GRADUATE HOTEL

Granta Place, Mill Lane, CB2 1RT

[image: eat symbol/drink symbol/stay symbol]

Whenever I’ve asked my followers where they would recommend staying in Cambridge, this place has always come out top. It’s a unique boutique hotel with rooms inspired by local history and university icons. At the heart of it all there’s also a fantastic bar.


THE WATERMAN

32 Chesterton Road, CB4 3AX

[image: eat symbol/drink symbol/stay symbol]

A chic dog-friendly pub with comfortable rooms and very friendly staff, The Waterman has only eight rooms, and is great value for money. With tasteful décor the rooms are spacious and make for a great base when exploring the city.


THE OLD BICYCLE SHOP

104 Regent Street, CB2 1DP

[image: eat symbol/drink symbol]

The oldest bicycle shop in the country, Charles Darwin is even said to have bought a bike from this very shop in the 1800s! Now a quirky bar and restaurant, they are open for brunch, lunch and dinner alongside an extensive wine menu, and have plenty of vegan and veggie options too.
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